
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A number of Kuwaiti political movements
recently urged the government to put an end to specula-
tions and rumors concerning Kuwait’s participation in
the unveiling the economic component of a new US
peace plan to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in
Bahrain. A joint statement made by the Islamic
Constitutional Movement (ICM), Kuwait Democratic
Forum (KDF), National Public Movement, National
Convention Alliance, Arabism
Bloc, Kuwait Progressive
Movement, Kuwait Liberal
Movement, Popular Action
Movement, Civil Conservative
Party, Wala National Alliance,
National Islamic Alliance and
Justice and Peace Alliance
stressed that Kuwait’s boy-
cott stems from its national,
nationalist, Islamic and his-
toric public and official
stances of support to
Palestinian rights and condemnation of the enemy’s
attempts to tempt it into normalizing relations with it. 

“Kuwaiti political powers and blocs are concerned
about attempts to blackmail and drag Arab countries to
take part in the workshop due to be held in Bahrain by
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Avideo clip on social media of a PAAAFR team
killing stray dogs in Kabd by poisoning them
provoked angry reactions by viewers. The

video shows five stray dogs struggling to death after
consuming poisoned food in a scene that is bereft of
humanity. On Twitter, some expressed their disap-
proval of what had happened, referring to the Islamic
religion, which urges the welfare of animals.

Others expressed satisfaction with what hap-
pened, pointing to attacks by dogs on humans,
especially young kids, and their role in the transmis-
sion of diseases. Some people responded by post-
ing pictures and videos of their pets and children
with street dogs, saying they hurt only those who
hurt them.

I believe mercy has been taken away from the
hearts of officials, who chose the easiest solution in
dealing with stray dogs by killing them with poison,
and encouraged citizens and expats to do so by
allowing the circulation and sale of toxic substances
that can be mixed with food and placed near
garbage containers. Activists claimed the poisonings
took place in block 3 in Kabd, demanding accounta-
bility over all those who committed an inhumane
attack on animals.

It was said that the method of killing these ani-
mals is in accordance with fatwas of legitimacy,
since poisoning has been practiced for a long time,
and especially since the dogs were abandoned in the
streets or dumped in the wilderness. But is this an
excuse? I believe dogs and other stray animals are
generally vulnerable to diseases and epidemics,
especially since they are not subject to any health-
care or immunizations.

In 2014, the animal welfare law of the GCC coun-
tries was issued after approval by the Council of
Ministers and the National Assembly. The law
requires animal owners to commit to all precautions
to ensure that no harm is caused to animals, and that
proper living conditions are provided for the animals.
According to the law, if an animal is to be given up, it
should be done in coordination with the authorities
to ensure that the health of the animal is monitored,
and it should be presented to a veterinarian for
checkup and treatment.

Animal owners are required to feed the animals in
a manner suitable to their age and in sufficient quan-
tities to keep them healthy, house the animals in a
place designated for them and not use them for sci-
entific experiments. I believe the law is clear and has
specific details to ensure no harm is done, but sadly
ignorance and cruelty are prevailing. I think that poi-
soning dogs is dangerous and their condition after
poisoning was painful and shameful.

The biggest issue in people’s dealings with stray
animals - whether cats or dogs - is cultural. There is
a need to find alternative solutions other than poi-
soning, the most important of which is impounding
these animals in a locked yard or specific areas
instead of killing them. Also, providing proper food
to the animal is very easy and requires only contract-
ing poultry or meat companies to give the bones that
are thrown in the waste daily.  

It seems that the culture of humane behavior with
animals has been lost among many people, as killing
them by stoning, suffocation and poisoning only
reflects ignorance. The question that remains is
whether these ignorant people will be punished, and
why these animals are not offered for adoption in
Kuwait or other countries. Will Kuwait witness
another crime if there is no punishment for those
who harm these animals? I hope we don’t witness a
similar crime in the near future. 

Stop killing dogs
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the end of this month under claims of developing the
occupied Palestinian territories,” said the statement,
noting that the event is nothing but a platform to pro-
mote the idea of normalizing relations with the occupy-
ing Zionist entity and the so-called ‘Deal of the
Century.’ 

Unemployed citizens
The number of unemployed citizens dropped by

14,200 in the past six years, ie 73 percent compared to
2013, according to statistics issued by the Central

Statics Bureau. According to
statistics, unemployed citizens
dropped due to the policies
the government has been fol-
lowing in recruiting citizens in
both the government and the
private sectors, which brought
down the total number of
unemployed citizens from
19,218 in 2013 to only 5,000 in
May, 2019. 

Statistics explained that the
total number of unemployed

citizens aged 20-29 years dropped from 8,000 to
3,050, the total number of unemployed married citizens
dropped from 10,000 to 3,000, and the total number of
unemployed citizens with intermediate school certifi-
cates dropped from 6,000 to 3,151. 

Further, statistics showed that the total number of
citizens who are unemployed for less than six months
increased from 3,000 to 5,000, those who are unem-
ployed between six months and one year dropped from
3,000 to 1,800, and those who are unemployed for over
a year dropped from 12,000 to 2,100 during the same
period. The report also noted that 55 percent of unem-
ployed citizens do not have enough professional training

and have not undergone any qualifying training courses. 

National labor
Well-informed sources at the Public  Authority for

Manpower said the authority is currently working on
issuing a directive explaining resolutions concerning
percentages of national labor in the private sector. The
sources explained that activities that have less than 25
registered workers will still be exempted, and stressed
that exemptions will not be cancelled except when the
authority issues further cancellation decisions.
Meanwhile, manager of the manpower authority’s pub-
lic relations department and the official spokesperson
Aseel Al-Mazyad said the authority recently published
special brochures on expatriate laborers’ rights in sev-
en languages. She added that the brochures include
the measures workers should follow before arriving in
Kuwait, in addition to Kuwaiti laws and regulations and
their rights and duties after arrival.   

Rumaithiya tour
Upon an invitation from MP Salah Khorsheed,

Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Jenan Boushehri yesterday visited
Rumaithiya to inspect the problems residents suffer
from. During her tour, Boushehri said a contractor had
been recently approved by the Cabinet after winning
the tender of maintaining Rumaithiya, and that the con-
tract will be signed by the end of this month.  

Boushehri added that according to the contract,
maintenance operations will include all the area’s
streets, expanding Nasser Al-Mubarak Street to three
lanes per direction and opening a new exit for it into
Fahaheel Expressway. Boushehri stressed MPW has a
comprehensive plan to maintain all areas including
highways, adding that PART is currently working on

maintaining King Fahd Expressway and the Sixth Ring
Road, and that the project is going according to sched-
ule. She blamed the sluggishness of maintenance oper-
ations to traffic congestions during Ramadan, during
which operations were only done on weekends. 

Fees increase
Finance minister Nayef Al-Hajraf denied that the

ministry approved increasing fees collected by any
government body in accordance with law number
79/1995, adding that related decisions made by some
of those bodies are administrative ones. 

Political movements demand answers on
Kuwait’s participation in Bahrain conference

Unemployed citizens’ numbers dropped by 73 percent in six years
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KFAR QADDUM: A Palestinian protester runs for cover while
being chased by Israeli security forces during a weekly demon-
stration against the expropriation of Palestinian lands by Israel
in the village of Kfar Qaddum, near Nablus in the occupied West
Bank on June 7, 2019. —AFP

Kuwait urges Sudan
parties to use
self-restraint
NEW YORK: Kuwait called late on Friday all parties
in Sudan to use self-restraint and renounce violence,
stressing on the need to preserve achievements made
by the joint African Union-UN Mission in Darfur
(UNAMID), and encourages Sudan to take steps to
extend its authority over all of Darfur region. In a
speech to a United Nations Security Council session
on Darfur, Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
UN in New York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
mentioned a report on a joint assessment of the situ-
ation in Darfur, which showed the continued stability
of security in the region, excluding the impact of the
exit strategy (UNAMID) on the situation. With
regard to the ‘instruments of conflict,’ Otaibi stressed
that it was possible to deal with them through non-
peacekeeping means, adding that issues relating to
land, ownership, climate change, and the safe and
dignified return of displaced persons, were at the
heart of post-conflict peace-building efforts. He
pointed out that peacekeeping is no longer the best
means for the situation in Darfur. “On the basis of the
above, we call for the continuation of the mission in
the current path as agreed in resolution 2429 (2018)
and presidential statement No 19 of the Council last
year,” he said.

In terms of UNAMID’s departure, Ambassador
Otaibi praised the innovative approach of the mission
through the work of ‘liaison functions in the States,’
which contribute to a gradual and smooth exit of the
mission through enhanced coordination with the
United Nations teams in the areas of peace building.
“The mission and its exit strategy cannot be held
hostage to the willingness of these parties to cooper-
ate,” Otaibi added. “The Sudanese government has
always cooperated in this field, which was appointed
by UNAMID, represented by the Joint Special
Representative, in addition to the commendable
efforts of the State of Qatar and the Federal Republic
of Germany,” Otaibi said. “We will work within the
next two weeks on a new mandate for the mission
and hope to be concise and clear on one of the exit
options and specific in areas that need to be focused
on, such as capacity building, strengthening the rule

of law, strengthening national  ownership and
strengthening cooperation and consistency with main
member team in Darfur,” he added.

Political stability in Burundi
Separately, Kuwait expressed late Friday hopes

for more political and security stability in the east
African nation of Burundi. Speaking to a UNSC ses-
sion on the situation in Burundi, Otaibi said that the
political situation in the African nation since the May
17, 2018 constitutional referendum seemed stable
compared to the upheaval, which began in 2015. The
Kuwaiti diplomat hoped that the political progress
would continue with the Presidential election of
2020, adding that all political parties would hopefully
contribute to a fair and transparent election fulfilling
the dreams of the people of Burundi.

The efforts carried out by the government of
Burundi in preparations for the election and current
President Pierre Nkurunziza’s intention not to run in
the future event are all good indications for progress

in the political sphere, said Ambassador Otaibi. He
also commended efforts by the UN, the African
Union, and other regional and international organiza-
tions and state players in aiding the political stability
of the country.

On the security level, despite violent incidents
carried out some armed groups, the outlook seemed
to be positive for Burundi, indicated Otaibi, urging
the government of Burundi to take advantage of the
stable situation. The Kuwaiti diplomat touched on
the humanitarian and refugee situations in the east-
ern African country, saying though the situation has
improved, there was a crucial need to solve prob-
lems facing people including the lack of food securi-
ty and basic human rights to name a few. In regards
to economic and social development, Ambassador
Otaibi commended the Burundi government step
taken on August 22, 2018 to launch a national devel-
opment plan, stressing that it was important to
implement the tenets of the plan to gain the fruits of
development.  —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN in New York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
speaks to a United Nations Security Council session on Darfur late on Friday.  —KUNA

Teen drowns off
Shaab seafront
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: A teenager drowned on Friday evening
while swimming off a popular restaurant along the
seafront  in  Shaab, said securi ty sources.
According to eyewitnesses, the boy jumped from
the wave breakers to swim, but soon started to
struggle, before drowning. It took four coast-
guard boats and scuba divers 42 minutes to
retrieve the body. 

Fatal crash
A man was killed in a collision between a vehi-

cle and water tanker along Subbiya highway, said
security sources. Firefighters and paramedics
arrived to the scene shortly after the accident
was reported and handled the situation. An inves-
tigation was opened to determine the cause of
the crash.

Bachelors’ residence
The committee entrusted with following up the

issue of ‘bachelors’ residing in private and model
residential areas met under the chairmanship of the
municipality’s deputy director for Farwaniya and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer affairs Ammar Al-Ammar and

representatives from the interior, electricity and
water and justice ministries, the Public Authority of
Civil Information (PACI) and Kuwait Municipality
to discuss how to eliminate the presence of bache-
lors from those areas. Ammar stressed the munici-
pality will not tolerate violations and will work on
evicting bachelors from those areas using various
measures including disconnecting power supplies.
Ammar also warned landlords of attempting to ille-
gally reconnect power supplies or using electricity
generators, noting that power will be officially
reconnected only after evicting the bachelors and
removing all violations. 

KUWAIT: Divers participate in the search operation for a teenag-
er who drowned off the Shaab seafront.

A meeting for the committee entrusted with following up the issue of ‘bachelors’ residing in private and
model residential areas.


