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Kuwait FM urges more Security Council,
Arab League coordination on Arab crises

Security Council strongly condemns attack on oil tankers: Kuwait
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister urged further cooperation between the
Security Council and the Arab League on resolving the
Arab region’s crises peacefully, in accordance with the
UN Charter. As things stand, this cooperation remains
“substandard, unambitious and uninspiring,” Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah told a Security
Council session on Thursday amid his country’s rotating
June presidency. At the session, intended to discuss the
two organizations’ cooperation, he noted to the 50-
year-long relationship and several joint agreements
signed between both sides. On this, he welcomed the
opening of a new UN liaison
office at the Arab League’s
Cairo headquarters, later this
month, as a show of intent
towards boosting this coop-
eration, expressing confi-
dence it would be successful
in its goal. He also commend-
ed a consultative meeting at
the level of permanent repre-
sentatives, held between both
last month, which discussed
common interests, expressing
hope that such talks would continue. “Taking effective
steps to enhance this cooperation” is necessary, he
argued, in light of a region gripped by “dangers and
challenges... (and) an enormously deep and complex
political landscape.”

This is illustrated in the Security Council’s agenda

being preoccupied with nine long-standing Arab issues,
most notably the Palestinian crisis, which he said
remains the “central” concern for Arab states. “Without
reaching a lasting, just and comprehensive solution to
the (Arab-Israeli) conflict, tensions and instability in the
region will continue,” he warned. He also urged the
necessity of further coordinating with UN envoys in
regards to the crises in Syria, Libya, Yemen and Somalia.
Any cooperation should focus on matters such as “con-
flict prevention, peacekeeping and peace-building, par-
ticularly in the post-conflict phase, with a focus on civil-
ian capacity-building, humanitarian assistance, human

rights, refugee issues, migra-
tion and counter-terrorism,”
he urged. Later, the Kuwaiti
delegation issued a presiden-
tial statement summarizing
the guidelines highlighted by
the deputy prime minister
and foreign minister’s speech. 

Attack on oil tankers
Separately, the UN

Security Council strongly
condemned the recent attack

on two oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman, Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative to UN Ambassador Mansour
Al-Otaibi said Friday. All UNSC members unanimously
called the incident a criminal act and violation to interna-
tional law, Otaibi told reporters following the Council’s
consultations session on latest agendas regarding the

attack in the Gulf of Oman. “We would want to see thor-
ough, impartial, and objective investigation to take place,
and know who stands behind these actions,” said the
Kuwaiti diplomat. He also expressed appreciation and
support to UNSC’s stand toward the incident, and
affirmed keenness to discuss the issue. Replying to a

question on what went during Friday’s session, Otaibi said
no proposals and decisions have been made yet by the
Council to commission any particular body to carry out
investigation. Explosions ripped through two oil tankers,
Norwegian and Singaporean, in the Gulf of Oman on
Thursday. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
attends the session. — KUNA

THE HAGUE: Participants at the World Forum
for Culture of Peace, which concluded
Thursday evening, expressed their satisfac-
tion over its outcome, a senior official
affirmed Friday. “This was a very successful
and useful event in pursuit of peace related to
the role of education and the protection and
preservation of the cultural heritage in war
torn countries,” President of the International
Peace Institute Terje Rod Larsen said. “So,
Al-Babtain Foundation has done a great job,”
said Larsen who had chaired a session on
Promoting Culture of Peace through
Education at the Forum.

“But also, Kuwait and His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah are a role model in search for peace
and reconciliation in the region and through-
out the globe,” he added. Larsen is a
Norwegian diplomat who played a key role in
the 1990s negotiations that led to the Oslo
Accords, the first-ever agreements between
Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO). He also served as an UN
Under-Secretary-General, serving as the UN
Special Coordinator for the Middle East
Peace Process.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Ambassador to the
Netherlands Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi said the
Forum’s message was of peace, adding the
event discussed how to promote the culture
of peace to the new generation in the world
regardless of religion, sect, or country. “We
believe that harmony and peaceful co-exis-
tence among people is crucial. It is time to
think earnestly how we can overcome hatred
and violence so the people live in peace,”
added Otaibi.

In the meantime, Tokia Saifi, a French
politician and member of the European
Parliament, said the Forum was very impor-
tant “when you see everything that’s going on
in the world.” Saifi, who also spoke at the
Forum, noted the European Parliament is very
interested and active to promote the dialogue
of cultures around the world. The one-day
international event was organized by Kuwait’s
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural
Foundation in partnership with the World
Peace Foundation, New York, Leiden
University in the Netherlands, the
International Committee of the Red Cross,
and the Carnegie Foundation Peace Palace. 

Peace is only solution 
Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker

Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem had affirmed during
the forum that Kuwait strongly believes in
peace as key to resolve all issues. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s policy stands on avoiding
war and conflict at all costs, as they violate
human rights and destroy development in
countries, he said. Kuwait had seen the
destruction a war could cause during the
Iraqi Invasion, and does not wish for other
countries to go through the same path, the
speaker added. As part of Kuwait’s peace
efforts, the country had hosted three interna-
tional donors conferences for Syria and
chaired the fourth held in London, he noted.

Moreover, Kuwait hosted an international
donors conference for Iraq and it also hosted
the UN-mediated Yemeni peace talks for two
months, Ghanem said. Meanwhile, he affirmed
Kuwait’s stance on reaching political solutions
through peace talks to resolve the conflicts in
Syria, Sudan, Yemen, Libya, Afghanistan and
others, as well as to bring an end to the crisis
between the GCC states. In the same context,
speaker Ghanem noted that His Highness the

Amir had been calling for a political solution
since the Syrian crisis broke out in 2011. He
added that the world started calling for a
peaceful solution in 2019 after long years of
killing innocent civilians and spreading ter-
rorism in the country. 

Promoting peace
Speakers and participants at the forum

were united in their views that promoting
education is absolutely vital to establish peace
and security in the world. “Education is the
basis for intellectual and moral solidarity.
Ignorance breeds suspicion of the other and
misunderstanding of peoples and cultures and
therefore education is of significant impor-
tance,” said Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf,
President of the International Court of Justice.
Yusuf, who chaired the closing session of the
forum this evening titled ‘Moving Forward:
Culture of Peace Manuals,’ welcomed the
large number of participants saying that this
court is where all nations come to settle their
disputes peacefully through the law. He
expressed the importance of the culture of
education which is theme of this conference
and of the Al-Babtain Foundation, he noted.

AbdulAziz Saud Al-Babtain, the organizer
of the one day-event, noted in his closing
remarks that he has prepared seventeen
approaches for school and university students
to promote peace education. 

“I would like to point out that these
approaches are the outcome of the thinking
of a human mind that unites us. The initiative
is Kuwaiti and has been contributed by the
finest experts from the world under the aus-
pices of an international committee,” he said.
Babtain pointed out that members of the
Committee and experts are from more than
20 countries of the world, that is, from multi-
ple cultures, and each of them is proficient in
the minimum two languages and more.
“Thanks to you for coming with us and shar-
ing this achievement and this happiness, we
would like to urge you very kindly to work on
teaching these curricula in your communities,
and that what you’ll look at the notes after
this presentation,” he added.

Carel Stolker President of the University of
Leiden, in his closing remarks said the crucial
question is what can universities around the
world do to spread peace education and what
knowledge students must be taught. “The
obvious answer is knowledge and under-
standing of various disciplines like interna-
tional law and international relations that are
relevant to the culture of peace,” he said. He
also called for the teaching of social sciences

including the cultures and languages around
the world. “The most important of all is
delayed judgment, reserving judgment not
jumping to conclusions to consider other
people’s thinking,” he said. “Every university
must be a place where all opinions can be
freely expressed even controversial ones.
Students must learn to fight with words and
not with swords. This is what all the students
around the world should learn,” stressed the
Dutch professor.

Dialogue on all levels
Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces,

President of the 73rd session of the UN
General Assembly, in her video message
called for dialogue on all levels to achieve the
culture of peace. “We must ensure to sow the
seeds of sustainable peace by investing in
conflict prevention, in peace education and
inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue,”
she said. Faustin-Archange Touadera,
President of the Central African Republic,
thanked the Babtain Foundation and for the
preparatory work that led to the success of
the conference. “The culture of peace is nec-
essary for all states,” he stressed, calling for
more initiatives to promote international sta-
bility and peace. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca
president emeritus of Malta said peace means
promoting peace through knowledge and
education. “Send books instead of sending
guns, send teachers instead of soldiers,” she
said. Preca called for building a culture of
sustainable peace and said this needs con-
stant efforts and education of children from
school to university to promote positive
peace that we so urgently need.

Abdullah Gul, former president of Turkey,
said peace does not come by itself so in order
to live in peace we must respect each other’s
culture and differences. “Compromise is the
only way to live together,” he stressed. Other
eminent speakers like Ammar Al-Hakim,
President of the reform and reconstruction
Alliance of Iraq, Dr Hisham Al Alawi, repre-
sentative of the President of Iraq, Hassan
Arfaoui representative of President of Tunisia,
Laurence Konmala Bropleh, special envoy of
the President of Liberia, also expressed their
support for promoting the culture of peace
through education. The one-day international
event was organized by Kuwait’s Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation in part-
nership with the World Peace Foundation,
New York, Leiden University in the
Netherlands, the International Committee of
the Red Cross and the Carnegie Foundation
Peace Palace. —KUNA

GENEVA: International Labor
Organization (ILO) Director
General Guy Ryder praised Friday
Kuwait’s efforts in supporting youth
through programs that highlights
their talents in the labor market.
This came during Ryder’s meeting
with the GCC Labor and Social
Affairs Ministers on the sidelines of
the International Labor Conference.
ILO will benefit from the joining of
one of these young Kuwaiti female
next year, which has proved their
excellence through these joint pro-
grams, Ryder said.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Minister for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel
said that Kuwait is the first Arab
country to support this program,
especially that the program was a
joint collaboration between the
General Secretariat of the Supreme
Council  for Planning and
Development as the strategic part-
ner of United Nations Development
Programme UNDP in cooperation
with all  related United Nations
organizations. Most of these
organizations showed a desire to
employ Kuwaitis, especially after
the success of youth supporting
program, which showed Kuwaiti
promising and distinguished com-
petences, she added. 

Palestinian workers
In her address to the

International Labor Conference -
the 108th Session on Thursday,
Aqeel applauded Ryder’s report on
“the situation of workers of the
occupied Arab territories.” She
reaffirmed Kuwait’s full solidarity
with the Palestinian people in their
struggle for their legitimate rights.
Aqeel said the malpractices of the
Israeli occupation forces against
the Palestinian workers are clear to
everybody and require collective
action to secure social justice for
the Palestinian people. “The State of
Kuwait has always been keen on
supporting the fair demands of the
workers in the occupied Palestinian
territories for decent work and put-
ting this issue on the agenda of the
ILO,” she pointed out. “Since its

inception, the ILO has set the rights
to decent work, equal employment
opportunities and provision of the
maximum standards of social pro-
tection as the main targets of its
noble mission,” she said, reaffirming
Kuwait’s support for the UN
agency.

On the ILO Director-General’s
report, Aqeel said it dealt with the
changes in the employment world
and offered new thoughts for
addressing these changes. The
report detects gaps in employment
opportunities relating to gender
equality and demographic changes
in communities with larger ratios of
old workers, as well as challenges
stemming from technological inno-
vation and green economy, she not-
ed. The report also sets forth a pro-
gram of action that focuses on man
to ensure better future for employ-
ment, Aqeel said, expressing hope
for translating it into action to serve
the interests of the social partners.

The minister noted that the State
of Kuwait, at the behest of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
launched the ‘New Kuwait 2035’
vision as a national comprehensive
strategy aiming to ensure socio-
economic development. “As part of
this strategy, the Kuwaiti govern-
ment has shaped a package of edu-
cational, training and capacity-
building programs geared for the
labor market. In the framework of
the longstanding cooperation
between Kuwait and the ILO,
Kuwait General Authority for
Manpower inked an agreement with
the ILO on the national project for
decent work in December, 2018”
she added.

The ILO conference, being held
from June 10 to 21, 2019, at two
locations in Geneva - the Palais des
Nations and the ILO headquarters,
marks this year the ILO’s Centenary.
It brought together nearly 45 heads
of state and government and 185
minister of labor from the
Organization’s 187 member states, as
well as a number of observers from
other international actors. — KUNA
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THE HAGUE: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem speaks during the
World Forum for Culture of Peace. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait’s Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel
speaks during the International Labor Conference. — KUNA
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