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Pakistan’s Amir finishes with career-best figures of five for 30

TAUNTON: Australia’s David Warner (R) is watched by Pakistan’s captain Sarfaraz Ahmed as he plays a shot during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between Australia and Pakistan at The County Ground in Taunton,
southwest England, yesterday. —AFP

TAUNTON: David Warner scored his first international
century since completing a ball-tampering ban as
Australia returned to winning ways at the World Cup
with a 41-run victory over Pakistan at Taunton yester-
day. Warner made 107 and, with Australia captain
Aaron Finch (82), got the defending champions off to a
flying start with an opening stand of 146 — the highest
partnership for any wicket at this World Cup to date.

Mohammad Amir dragged Pakistan back into the
game with career-best figures of five for 30 in 10 overs
but Australia still managed to post a challenging score
of 307, which ultimately proved beyond their oppo-
nents. “It means a lot to a batter to get a century,” said
man-of-the-match Warner. “It was a great effort from
Pakistan in the end but our bowlers bowled excellent.
They probably got closer than we expected.”

Pakistan, after a middle-order collapse that saw
them lose three wickets for 11 runs in 15 balls, were all
but beaten at 200 for seven in the 34th over.

But captain Sarfaraz Ahmed (40) and the big-hitting
Wahab Riaz (45) gave them renewed hope with a stand
of 64. Australia, who lost to India on Sunday, were
again looking to Mitchell Starc to get them out of a
tight spot, as had done in an earlier win over the West
Indies and the fast bowler duly delivered with 2-43.

He had Wahab caught behind got off a thin edge,
although it needed an Australia review of an original

not out decision to leave Pakistan 264-8
Two balls later, Amir played on for a duck before

Glenn Maxwell ended the match with a brilliant direct
hit run out of Sarfaraz.

Pakistan’s chase started badly when Fakhar Zaman
fell for a duck uppercutting Cummins to Kane
Richardson at third man. Babar Azam was in superb
touch, with 28 of his 30 runs coming in fours, before he
mishooked Nathan Coulter-Nile to deep backward
square leg. Opener Imam-ul-Haq was upping the tem-
po in his 53 when he gloved Pat Cummins (3-33) down
the legside to wicket-keeper Alex Carey.

Finch, an occasional slow bowler, grabbed a real
bonus wicket when Mohammad Hafeez (46) hit a rank
full toss straight to Starc at deep square leg.

And when Shoaib Malik was brilliantly caught for
nought by a diving Carey after inside edging Cummins,
Pakistan were in dire straits at 147-5.

Both Warner and Steve Smith, also returning from a
year-long ban for ball-tampering, had been jeered by
fans in previous games but Pakistan fans largely heeded
an appeal from Sarfaraz not to boo the pair, preferring
to roar chants of “Amir!, Amir!”.

Warner completed his 15th one-day international
hundred when an edge off Shaheen Shah Afridi flew
past slip for four. An elated Warner leapt in the air in
celebration but his 111-ball innings ended soon after-

wards when he was caught at point off Shaheen, having
gone past fifty for the third time in four innings at this
World Cup. “I’m very disappointed,” said Sarfaraz. “We
lost three wickets in 15 balls and that’s why we lost.

“We conceded too many runs in the first 20 overs
apart from Mohammad Amir. We came back and

restricted them well but it was a 270-280 pitch.
“We made some runs and got starts but we’ve got to

convert them and go long. If you want to win matches
your top four must score runs.” Australia have three
wins in four matches while Pakistan are struggling, with
just one victory in their four games so far. — AFP

Warner’s ton sets up Aussies WCup win 

SCOREBOARD

Australia
A. Finch c Hafeez b Amir 82
D. Warner c Imam  b Shaheen 107
S. Smith c Asif b Hafeez 10
G. Maxwell b Shaheen 20   
S. Marsh c Malik b Amir 23
U. Khawaja c Riaz b Amir 18
A. Carey lbw Amir 20
N. Coulter-Nile c Sarfaraz b Riaz 2
P. Cummins c Sarfaraz b Hasan 2
M. Starc c Malik b Amir 3
K. Richardson not out 1
Extras (lb10, nb3, w6) 19
Total (all out, 49 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-146 (Finch), 2-189 (Smith), 3-223 (Maxwell), 4-242
(Warner), 5-277 (Khawaja), 6-288 (Marsh), 7-299 (Coulter-Nile),
8-302 (Cummins), 9-304 (Carey), 10-307 (Starc).
Bowling: Amir 10-2-30-5 (1w); Shaheen 10-0-70-2 (1nb, 1w); Hasan
10-0-67-1 (1nb, 3w); Riaz 8-0-44-1 (1w); Hafeez 7-0-60-1; Malik
4-0-26-0 (1nb)

Pakistan
Imam-ul-Haq c Carey b Cummins 53
Fakhar Zaman c Richardson b Cummins 0
Babar Azam c Richardson b Coulter-Nile 30
Mohammad Hafeez c Starc b Finch 46
Sarfaraz Ahmed run out 40
Shoaib Malik c Carey b Cummins 0
Asif Ali c Carey b Richardson 5
Hasan Ali c Khawaja b Richardson 32
Wahab Riaz c Carey b Starc 45
Mohammad Amir b Starc 0 
Shaheen Shah Afridi not out 1
Extras (lb4, nb1, w9) 14
Total (all out, 45.4 overs) 266
Fall of wickets 1-2 (Zaman), 2-56 (Babar), 3-136 (Imam), 4-146
(Hafeez), 5-147 (Malik), 6-160 (Asif), 7-200 (Hasan), 8-264 (Riaz),
9-265 (Amir), 10-266 (Sarfaraz)
Bowling: Cummins 10-0-33-3 (1nb); Starc 9-1-43-2 (2w);
Richardson 8.4-0-62-2 (2w); Coulter-Nile 9-0-53-1 (2w); Maxwell
7-0-58-0 (1w); Finch 2-0-13-1 (1w).
Result: Australia won by 41 runs.

Scoreboard in the World Cup match between Australia and Pakistan in Taunton yesterday:

ROANNE: Chris Froome will miss the Tour de France after
hitting a wall at high speed and suffering severe injuries in
a training accident at the Criterium du Dauphine yester-
day, Team Ineos leader Dave Brailsford has confirmed.

“It’s clear he’ll take no part in the Tour,” Brailsford told
French television while four time Tour de France winner
Froome was being treated at the scene in a parked ambu-
lance. This year’s Tour de France embarks from Brussels on
July 6 and the loss of the iconic British rider will shake up
ambitions at several teams.

But Froome’s team principal Brailsford’s sombre tone
suggested the implications may go further. “He is in a very,

very serious condition,” said Brailsford, adding that the
racer was having difficulty speaking and would be heli-
coptered to hospital.

A witness at the scene of the accident said Froome had
suffered an open fracture of the femur and had suffered
other injuries too, notably to his elbows. Brailsford said
Froome had been speeding downhill with Dutch teammate
Wout Poels on a ‘recon’ ride for yesterday’s time-trial
when a gust of wind blew him off track and into a wall.

“They were going very fast and the wind got his front
wheel and sent him straight into the wall,” Brailsford said in
French. The accident took place on a narrow descent
through the village of Saint-AndrÈ d’Apchon in the Loire
region and other competitors on the recon estimated he
would have been travelling at 60km/h (38 m/ph). “He
could hardly speak. He’ll be helicoptered to either Lyon or
Saint-Etienne hospital within a few minutes,” said
Brailsford.

Tour de France director Christian Prudhomme was swift
to wish Froome a speedy recovery. “We hope he gets well
soon. The Tour de France won’t be the same without him.
Chris Froome has been the central character at the Tour
since 2013,” he said. “His withdrawal changes the whole
thing. Even if they have the title holder Geraint Thomas
and let’s not be lured into underestimating Egan Bernal,
who will be his lieutenant or possibly more,” Prudhomme
said of two key Ineos riders.

French climber Romain Bardet, who came second to
Froome on the 2016 Tour de France, described the news of
the extent of his fellow rider’s injuries as awful. “I didn’t
realise it was that serious,” Bardet said when told after the
time-trial won by Wout van Aert.

“That’s dreadful. It’s never nice when one of your rivals
gets unlucky like that.” Froome’s last major win came at the
2018 Giro where he also fell while doing recon for the
opening day time-trial around Jerusalem, suffering early in

the three week race before a spectacular late rally.
He also fell on stage one of the 2018 Tour de France

where he eventually came third behind Thomas and Dutch
all rounder Tom Dumoulin. This year has been disappoint-
ing for Froome. Early in the 2019 season he took part in
the Tour of Colombia, but the rarefied air at altitude and
the long climbs failed to suit him and he came 91st in the
run through the Andes.

He was 94th at the Tour of Catalonia, 11th in the Tour of
the Alps and 13th at the Tour de Yorkshire, leaving critics
lukewarm over his 2019 Tour de France chances. The
Kenyan born Froome, who at his best combines top level
time-trialing skills with a fearsome prowess for climbing,
first won the Tour in 2013 with Team Sky.

He went on to further Tour de France wins in 2015, 2016
and 2017, he also won the 2017 Vuelta a Espana and the
2018 Giro d’Italia, making him the greatest Grand Tour rid-
er of his generation. —AFP
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