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Pence’s inside-the-park HR 
powers Rangers past Red Sox 

Giants take late lead, hang on to beat Padres
BOSTON: Hunter Pence hit an inside-the-park home
run, and the Texas Rangers defeated the host Boston
Red Sox 9-5 on Tuesday night. With a runner on second
in the sixth inning, Pence hit a high fly ball just inside the
right field foul pole. Boston’s Brock Holt lunged into the
crowd in an effort to catch the ball, but it fell just over
his glove. Holt thought the ball went into the stands for a
home run, but it instead caromed off the base of the wall
and trickled along the warning track toward the bullpens
in right-center field. By the time center fielder Mookie
Betts reached the ball, which had come to a stop, Pence
had scampered around the bases to make it 9-3. Texas’
Ariel Jurado (4-2) allowed three runs on five hits and
three walks with six strikeouts. Xander Bogaerts and
Betts homered for the Red Sox.

BRAVES 7, PIRATES 5 (8 INNINGS)
Brian McCann hit two home runs, one of them a

tiebreaking, three-run shot that propelled Atlanta past
visiting Pittsburgh. The game was called before the top
of the ninth inning after a 1-hour, 47-minute rain delay.
McCann was one of four Atlanta players who went deep
in the second inning, but it took his second homer to
break a 4-4 tie in the sixth and help the Braves to their
fifth straight win. The Pirates absorbed their fifth consec-
utive loss. Atlanta trailed 2-0 until breaking loose in the
second inning against Chris Archer (3-6). Josh
Donaldson and Nick Markakis hit back-to-back homers,
and after Austin Riley struck out, McCann and Ozzie
Albies went deep in consecutive at-bats. The last time
Atlanta had four homers in an inning was May 28, 2003.

INDIANS 2, REDS 1 (10 INNINGS)
Rookie Oscar Mercado ripped a walk-off RBI single

in the 10th inning as host Cleveland posted a victory
over Cincinnati. In the 10th, Raisel Iglesias (1-6)
allowed a one-out walk to Mike Freeman and a single
by Leonys Martin that moved the runner to third.
Francisco Lindor was intentionally walked to load the
bases for Mercado, who singled to left to plate Freeman
for Cleveland’s first extra-inning win in four tries this
year.  Carlos Santana belted a solo homer and Lindor
collected a pair of doubles for the Indians, who have
won five of their past seven. Brad Hand (3-2) recorded
the win after striking out the side in the 10th and fan-
ning four in two scoreless innings.

ANGELS 5, DODGERS 3
Justin Bour slugged a three-run homer to cap a five-

run first inning that led the Los Angeles Angels to a vic-
tory over the Los Angeles Dodgers and a sweep of the
two-game Freeway Series at Anaheim, Calif. Shohei
Ohtani also went deep in the opening inning, and Brian
Goodwin added a run-scoring single. Ohtani had two of
the Angels’ six hits. Max Muncy hit two solo homers
and David Freese also hit a blast for the Dodgers, who
have lost four of their past six games.

ASTROS 10, BREWERS 8
Yordan Alvarez’s two-run homer-his second round-

tripper in as many major league games-capped a four-
run fifth inning that blew open a close game and cata-
pulted the host Houston past Milwaukee. Yuli Gurriel
had three hits and three RBIs for the Astros, including a
two-run homer that gave Houston the lead for good in
the third and an RBI single immediately before Alvarez’s
homer. Tyler White and Robinson Chirinos also home-

red for Houston. The Astros have won four of five. The
Brewers had their four-game winning streak snapped
despite getting Christian Yelich’s major-league-leading
25th homer plus long balls from Yasmani Grandal and
Travis Shaw.

YANKEES 12, METS 5 (GAME 1)
Luke Voit hit a tiebreaking three-run homer in the

fourth inning, and the New York Yankees went on to
beat the New York Mets in the opener of a day-night
doubleheader at Yankee Stadium. The Yankees over-
came an early 4-1 deficit, winning a game that fea-
tured a combined five errors. Voit snapped a 4-4 tie
when he hammered a 1-0 fastball from Zack Wheeler
(5-4) into the left field seats to give the Yankees a 7-4
lead. Gio Urshela hit a game-tying two-run homer
earlier in the fourth.

METS 10, YANKEES 4 (GAME 2)
Rookie Pete Alonso hit a three-run home run before

an out was recorded in the first inning, and the New
York Mets defeated the New York Yankees to get a
split of the doubleheader. The Mets opened the game
with a double by Jeff McNeil and a single by J.D. Davis.
On the 11th pitch of the night from James Paxton (3-3),
Alonso hammered a 2-2 fastball into the visiting bullpen
beyond the left-center-field fence. Alonso hit his 22nd
homer in his 66th game, leaving him four shy of match-
ing the Mets’ rookie home run record set by Darryl
Strawberry in 1983.

CARDINALS 7, MARLINS 1
Dakota Hudson pitched seven strong innings,

Marcell Ozuna homered against his former team, and
Harrison Bader drove in two early runs as St. Louis won
at Miami. Hudson (5-3) allowed four hits, two walks and
one run, striking out six. He has a 2.62 ERA in eight
starts since May 1. Yadier Molina, a nine-time All-Star
catcher, returned to the St. Louis lineup, going 2-for-4.
He had missed 11 games due to a strained tendon on his
right thumb.

TWINS 6, MARINERS 5
Marwin Gonzalez’s go-ahead, two-out single high-

lighted a three-run eighth inning as Minnesota rallied
for a victory over Seattle in Minneapolis. Jonathan
Schoop and Jason Castro each homered and Jorge
Polanco went 3-for-3 with two doubles for the Twins.
Matt Magill (2-0) threw a scoreless inning of relief.
Trevor May, despite giving up back-to-back singles to
open the ninth, battled back to record his first save.
Edwin Encarnacion hit a three-run homer and Domingo
Santana went 3-for-5 with two runs for Seattle. Kyle
Seager went 2-for-5 with an RBI, and Mallex Smith fin-
ished 2-for-4 with two runs.

ORIOLES 4, BLUE JAYS 2
Trey Mancini, Chance Sisco, Anthony Santander and

Jonathan Villar each had RBI doubles as Baltimore
defeated visiting Toronto. The Orioles finished with 11
hits, including a season-high six doubles. John Means
(6-4) battled through a 33-pitch first inning where he
gave up a lead-off home run and struggled with his
command at times but still allowed just one run in five
innings. He scattered four hits while tying a career high
with seven strikeouts. Shawn Armstrong threw two
scoreless innings before Miguel Castro gave up a run in

the eighth, and Richard Bleier got the final out of that
frame. Mychal Givens then retired the side in order in
the ninth and earned his sixth save.

GIANTS 6, PADRES 5
Evan Longoria’s two-run, go-ahead double in the

seventh inning allowed host San Francisco to edge San
Diego. The Giants trailed 4-3 before Brandon Belt drew
a walk from the Padres’ fourth pitcher, right-hander
Trey Wingenter (0-1), leading off the seventh. After a
single by Joe Panik and an out, Longoria laced a double
to the wall in left field, scoring both baserunners to give
San Francisco a one-run lead. Longoria took third on
the Padres’ throw to the plate, then scored on a sacri-
fice fly by Pablo Sandoval. The Padres got within 6-5 in
the eighth on Ian Kinsler’s homer, but they never got
another baserunner off either Tony Watson or Will
Smith, who recorded his 15th save.

PHILLIES 7, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Scott Kingery hit a three-run home run to lift host

Philadelphia past Arizona. Jay Bruce, Rhys Hoskins and
J.T. Realmuto each had two hits for the Phillies, who
snapped a two-game losing streak. Phillies starter Jake
Arrieta (6-5) gave up six hits and three runs in six
innings. He struck out five and walked four. Hector
Neris pitched the ninth for his 14th save in 14 chances.
Ketel Marte homered and contributed three hits, but
the Diamondbacks weren’t able to extend their five-
game winning streak.

ROCKIES 10, CUBS 3
Charlie Blackmon homered, Peter Lambert got his

second win in as many career starts, and Colorado beat
Chicago in Denver. Daniel Murphy and Ian Desmond
had three hits each to help the Rockies win their 10th
straight home game. Jayson Heyward homered and fin-
ished with two hits for Chicago, which has lost two
straight to open the series at Coors Field after winning
six of seven.

A’S 4, RAYS 3
Matt Olson and Khris Davis hit back-to-back home

runs in a three-run sixth inning, powering Oakland to a
victory over Tampa Bay in St. Petersburg, Fla. Mike
Fiers threw six strong innings and three relievers pro-
tected a narrow lead for one inning apiece. Fiers (6-3)
ran his unbeaten streak to seven games despite allow-
ing a solo home run to Tommy Pham with his seventh
pitch of the game. The A’s ace rebounded to check the
Rays on two runs and three hits. He walked two and
struck out four.

WHITE SOX 7, NATIONALS 5
Eloy Jimenez had two hits and two RBIs, and

Welington Castillo belted a first-inning grand slam to
lift host Chicago to a victory over Washington. Evan
Marshall (1-0) earned the victory with 1 1/3 innings of
perfect relief as the White Sox salvaged a split in the
two-game interleague series. Marshall, who struck out
two, has not allowed an earned run in 15 appearances
covering 15 1/3 innings this season. Chicago held on
after taking a 7-2 lead into the seventh inning. Alex
Colome got the last five outs to earn his 14th save,
though he allowed a homer to Anthony Rendon leading
off the ninth.

ROYALS 3, TIGERS 2
Kansas City got three consecutive hits in the eighth

inning to score two runs and claim a won over visiting
Detroit. Back-to-back doubles by Adalberto Mondesi-
his third hit of the night-and Jorge Soler tied the score
in the eighth. Terrance Gore pinch-ran for Soler, stole
third and scored on a bloop single by Cheslor Cuthbert
that dropped between three fielders in right. Scott
Barlow (2-2) picked up the win with a scoreless eighth
inning. Ian Kennedy picked up his fifth save in seven
chances. The Royals’ late rally followed a fine outing by
Tigers starter Spencer Turnbull, who scattered four hits
over six scoreless innings. — Reuters

BOSTON:  Marco Hernandez #40 of the Boston Red Sox tags out Asdrubal Cabrera #14 of the Texas Rangers
in the sixth inning at Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

NOTTINGHAM: New Zealand’s steady supply of
left-handed batsmen will come in handy in today’s
World Cup match against an Indian team without that
variety in their top order, senior Kiwi batsman Ross
Taylor said on the eve of the match.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan’s injury has not only
robbed India of a left-right pair at the top of their
order but has also left the two-times champions with-
out a southpaw in the top half of their batting.

In contrast, New Zealand have three left-handers
in their top six, including opener Colin Munro.
“Obviously Shikhar is a big loss to India,” Taylor told
reporters at Trent Bridge yesterday.

“He and Rohit Sharma have a very good partner-
ship, and I think they complement each other well
because they’re right and left-handed.

“I think we’ve had a similar balanced side for a
long time, and when you do have a right-left hand
combination, it does put pressure in different ways on
the bowling opposition.”

A left-right combination forces bowlers to alter
line and length while the fielding captain is also com-
pelled to tinker with field settings every time the
batsmen change ends.

Taylor said such variety in the batting lineup was
necessary to make the most of the World Cup
grounds. “A lot of these grounds in the UK have a
short boundary to one side, and if you’ve got two
right handers or two left handers, you can’t exploit it
as much...

“It’s traditionally a short boundary here. If that is
the case, then hopefully we can exploit it with the
right and left handers.”

A lot will depend on how New Zealand fare
against the wrist-spin of Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav but the 35-year-old Taylor reckoned
the duo might bowl slightly more defensively at
Trent Bridge. “Shorter boundaries can sometimes
play in the minds of the spinners, one might spin a
little bit more defensive, but with the weather
around and so much uncertainty, we’ll just have to
wait and see,” he said.—Reuters

NZ to reap left-right 
benefit against India 

NOTTINGHAM: Rishabh Pant has been called up as cover
for the injured Shikhar Dhawan in India’s World Cup
squad, team chiefs confirmed yesterday. Dhawan injured
his hand during the team’s 36-run victory against Australia
on Sunday and remains a doubt for the rest of the 50-over
tournament.

The left-handed opener has been put under medical
observation and Pant will join the team in England and
Wales and stay on as standby. “We will be observing
Dhawan and around the 10th or 12th day we will know
where he stands,” India’s assistant coach Sanjay Bangar
said ahead of Thursday’s match against New Zealand at
Trent Bridge. “We do not want to rule out a precious play-
er like Shikhar. As far as batting order goes, KL (Rahul)
moves top of the order and there are various options the
team can utilise going into the next game.”

Bangar added: “If and when a replacement is required,
it’s always good to have a replacement coming in and
practising with the team as a standby”. Dhawan made 117,
putting on 127 for the opening wicket with Rohit Sharma
to set up India’s second straight win in the World Cup

against defending champions Australia.
Bangar said India would miss Dhawan but the team had

enough strength in depth to maintain their momentum in
the round-robin tournament. “Shikhar will definitely be
missed in the next three to four games but we have great
back-up for each position,” he said. “With that we should
be able to make it up.

“He (Pant) bats in the middle order and obviously being
a left-hander helps and he was named in the standbys as
well, so the team management has gone and picked him,”
he said of Pant’s call-up. Team management said Pant
would join the side in Manchester ahead of the match
against arch-rivals Pakistan, which takes place on Sunday.

The 21-year-old, a flamboyant wicketkeeper-batsman,
made his Test debut in England last year and scored his
maiden Test century during the series. Pant, who is being
groomed to take over from M.S. Dhoni as first-choice
wicketkeeper in all formats of the game, also underlined
his worth with an unbeaten 159 against Australia in Sydney
earlier this year.

The World Cup has been badly affected by rain, with
two matches abandoned and one no result, and Bangar
said in the circumstances it was vital for opening batsmen
to provide a solid base. “In this part of the world overhead
conditions do make a big difference so the batsmen have
to be a bit circumspect and they have to make those
adjustments,” said Bangar.

“In overcast conditions and with two new balls (from
either end) you always want the top order to show that
discipline and put us in a great position.” — AFP

MELBOURNE: Australia’s professional women’s
Twenty20 competition has been given its own sched-
uling window separate from the men’s ‘Big Bash’ in a
landmark move hailed by the players’ union.

The fifth season of the Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL) will start in October and culminate in the
final weekend on Dec. 6-7, providing a lead-in to the
women’s T20 World Cup which starts in February,
Cricket Australia said.

“This is monumental for the women’s game,”
Anthony Everard, Cricket Australia’s Executive
General Manager Fan Engagement, said. “Moving the
entire tournament to its own standalone period is the
first step towards achieving that ultimate goal of
being the best women’s league in the world, giving the
world’s best female cricketers from across the globe
the platform to show fans what they are capable of.”

The men’s Big Bash fixtures have yet to be
released but the bulk of it will be played in January,
when the men’s one-day international squad is touring
India. The new arrangement will boost broadcast
exposure for the women’s game, Cricket Australia
said. “This is something we’ve been building towards
and last year’s final series has proved that the rebel
WBBL is ready to stand on its own two feet,” Everard
said. “The volume of televised content nearly doubled
last season, for the women’s cricketers.”

Players union, the Australian Cricketers’
Association, said some players would have to balance
study and work commitments with the new schedule.
Professional women cricketers receive the same base
pay as their male counterparts in Australia for time
spent on the playing field but they compete in far less
matches and many are unable to support themselves
by cricket alone.

“The ACA will continue to work with Cricket
Australia and the states to help players adjust to this
change,” ACA General Manager of Cricket
Operations & Player Relations Brendan Drew said.
“Nevertheless, the players are extremely excited for
the stand-alone tournament and the opportunities it
will bring.”  — Reuters
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NOTTINGHAM: India’s captain Virat Kohli (L) and India’s Rohit Sharma attend a nets training session at Trent
Bridge in Nottingham, central England, yesterday, ahead of their 2019 Cricket World Cup match against New
Zealand.— AFP


