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obert Pattinson has dropped out of ‘The
Souvenir’ sequel due to scheduling conflicts.
The 33-year-old actor has pulled out of the fol-
low up to Joanna Hogg’s 2019 indie-drama

which is expected to start shooting next month as he’s too
busy with his role in Christopher Nolan’s upcoming action
epic ‘Tenet’ and has just been cast in Matt Reeves’ forth-
coming superhero film ‘The Batman’, in which he will play
The Caped Crusader. A representative for the actor told
IndieWire: “Despite Rob’s strong desire to do the film,
scheduling proved impossible but he very much looks for-

ward to working with Joanna on something down the line.”
‘The Souvenir’ starred Honor Swinton Byrne, Tom Burke
and Tilda Swinton and followed a young woman as she
embarks on a relationship with a troubled older man. The
film’s sequel was planned prior to its premiere at
Sundance, and A24, who distributed the first film, will dis-
tribute the follow-up as well.  The ‘Twilight Saga’ star
began shooting ‘Tenant’ late last month and joins a star-
studded cast which includes the likes of Sir Michael Caine,
Sir Kenneth Branagh, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth
Debicki, John David Washington, Dimple Kapadia and

Clemence Poesy. The motion picture is epic action movie
about international espionage and it will be shot across
seven countries and is set for release on July 17, 2020.
Pre-production on ‘The Batman’ is expected to kick off
this summer ahead of a June 2021 release.  Reeves took
over ‘The Batman’ directing duties from Ben Affleck - who
also stepped down from the role as the titular character in
January - and he will produce the motion picture with
Dylan Clark.
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ohn Cleese and Sienna Guillory have joined the
live-adaptation of ‘Clifford the Big Red Dog’.
The 79-year-old actor is set to star alongside
Sienna, 44, in Paramount’s re-imagining of the

American children’s book series, first published in 1963 and
written by Norman Bridwell, which will also star Jack
Whitehall and Darby Camp.  The film’s script will be
penned by Jay Scherick and David Ronn, alongside Annie
Mumolo and Stan Chervin while the movie will be pro-
duced by Jordan Kerner and Scholastic Entertainment’s
Iole Lucchese and filming is thought to begin next month in
New York City. The book series follows the adventures of a
two-year-old big male red dog called Clifford and his own-
er, an eight-year-old girl called Emily Elizabeth and the
movie will see ‘Big Little Lies’ star Darby portray Emily as
she struggles to fit in at home and at school, when she dis-
covers a small red puppy who is destined to become her
best friend. When Clifford magically undergoes a growth
spurt and attracts the attention of a genetics company,
Emily and her Uncle Casey (Whitehall) have to fight to
keep hold of their pet as they go on the run across New
York City. There have been several adaptations of the novel
series in the past, including the 2004 American animated
adventure film ‘Clifford’s Really Big Movie’ based on the
PBS Kids TV series ‘Clifford the Big Red Dog ‘directed by
Robert Ramirez, produced by Scholastic Entertainment and
Big Red Dog Productions and originally released in cine-
mas by Warner Bros.  John is known for his work with
British surreal comedy group Monty Python who created
popular films such as ‘Monty Python and the Holy Grail’,
‘Life of Brian’ and ‘The Meaning of Life’ while Sienna is
best known for her role as Jill Valentine in several entries of
the ‘Resident Evil’ action-horror film series.

d Sheeran’s wife will reportedly appear with
him in ‘Yesterday’. The ‘Shape of You’ hitmaker
landed a role in Danny Boyle’s upcoming movie
- which follows a struggling songwriter Jack

Malik (Himesh Patel) who, after an accident, ends up in a
world where nobody else has heard of The Beatles - and it
seems his partner Cherry Seaborn will also be seen on the
big screen. A source told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre
column: “Shooting this film was a real laugh and they did
some of it on Ed’s tour. “Cherry visits him on the road a
fair amount and ended up getting to feature in a scene as
an extra. “It’s only a tiny part but Ed and Cherry thought it
was hilarious, and it’s pretty cute. She even appears in the
end credits.” While Sheeran is in several scenes in the film
playing himself as he spots Patel’s character - who is pass-

ing off The Beatles’ music as his own - and turns him into a
start, it’s said Seaborn’s appearance is more fleeting. With
Boyle at the helm and Richard Curtis in charge of the
script, fans are excited for the movie’s release. And
Sheeran recently revealed he was also tasked with helping
the leading man become a “fantastic performer”. He said:
“Himesh has been phenomenal. He’s gone from being a bit
reticent to shy to being a fantastic performer.  “Danny
wanted me to work with the main actor and turn him into a
superstar, he was really adamant.  “We worked with
Himesh all the way through from buying his first guitar in
the shops, so finding one he could love and learn to play
with, to sending him out busking and playing the songs.”

aura Linney has admitted she would be
“surprised” if a proper ‘Love Actually’
sequel went ahead. The 55-year-old
actress portrayed Sarah in the 2003 rom-

com classic and although a mini-sequel aired for Red
Nose Day in 2017, the ‘Ozark’ star has admitted it’s
“unlikely” that a second instalment will appear on
the big screen. Asked if she thinks fans will get
another movie on ‘Watch What Happens Live with
Andy Cohen’, Laura admitted: “I doubt it. I’d be sur-
prised. But you never know.” Laura’s character only
featured in a US version of ‘Red Nose Day Actually’
along with a guest appearance from Patrick
Dempsey, who gives Sarah her happy ending. The
UK version saw writer and director Richard Curtis
return, along with Hugh Grant, Liam Neeson, Colin
Firth, Andrew Lincoln, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Keira
Knightley, Martine McCutcheon, Bill Nighy, Thomas
Sangster, L?cia Moniz, Olivia Olson, Marcus

Brigstocke, and Rowan Atkinson, who all reprised
their roles. However, Emma Thompson opted out of
the reunion as she felt “too sad” to take part without
the late Alan Rickman.  Alan and Emma played hus-
band and wife Harry and Karen in the original film
but Emma admitted that she and director Richard
decided she couldn’t feature in the update without
Alan, who died in 2016 after battling cancer. She
said: “Richard wrote to me and said, ‘Darling, we
can’t write anything for you because of Alan,’ and I
said, ‘No of course, it would be sad, too sad.’ “It’s too
soon. It’s absolutely right because it’s supposed to
be for Comic Relief but there isn’t much comic relief
in the loss of our dear friend really only just over a
year ago. We thought and thought but it just seemed
wrong but to revisit the wonderful fun characters of
Bill Nighy and Hugh Grant and Liam (Neeson) and
all of that, that’s fantastic but obviously what would
he have done? Both of them would be in therapy by
now and I would be working on some kind of ward.
It was absolutely the right decision.” The movie
focuses on the complex relationships between a
number of couples, including David (Grant), the
British Prime Minister who falls head-over-heels for
his personal assistant (McCutcheon), Sarah Linney),
a graphic designer whose love life struggles due to
having to care for her mentally ill brother and Harry
(Rickman), who become besotted with his colleague
(Heike Makatsch).
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uentin Tarantino thinks ‘Thor: Ragnarok’ is the best
Marvel film.  The 56-year-old director hasn’t totally
kept up to date with superhero films in the last few
years but he has been catching up with movies in the

Marvel Cinematic Universe and he “loved” Taika Waititi’s 2017
blockbuster, the third installment in the ‘Thor’ franchise.
Speaking to Empire magazine, he said: “I haven’t been keeping
up to date with them for, I guess, the last four years, I think the
only comic book movies I saw last year at theatres were
‘Wonder Woman’ and ‘Black Panther’.  “But about a couple of
weeks ago I started catching up with some of the Marvel
movies so I could go see ‘Endgame’. I just finished ‘Captain
America: Civil War’, so next up is ‘Doctor Strange’.” “Actually,
the last one I saw was ‘[Thor] Ragnarok’. I loved it, it was my
favourite one of the series since ‘Avengers’ - drastically my

favorite.” The ‘Kill Bill’ filmmaker has had a busy year with the
release of his ninth film ‘Once Upon a Time in Hollywood’ which
is set 1969 Los Angeles and stars Leonardo DiCaprio as fading
television star Rick Dalton, Brad Pitt as his long-time stunt dou-
ble and Margot Robbie as movie star Sharon Tate.  Tarantino
considers his latest project to be a “love letter” to the last
moments of Hollywood’s golden age and he considers the story
to be a “memory piece” about Los Angeles, the city where he
grew up and the city that fuelled his passion for cinema. He
previously said: “[The film is] probably my most personal. I
think of it like my memory piece.  “Alfonso [Cuar?n] had ‘Roma’
and Mexico City, 1970. I had LA and 1969. This is me. This is
the year that formed me. I was six years old then. This is my
world. And this is my love letter to LA.”
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argot Robbie wore a pair of Sharon Tate’s ear-
rings when filming ‘Once Upon a Time In
Hollywood’.  Quentin Tarantino’s upcoming
ninth film is set in Los Angeles in 1969 and fol-

lows struggling actor Rick Dalton (Leonardo DiCaprio)
and his stunt double Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt) who seek
advice from their neighbors Hollywood star Sharon and

her director husband Roman Polanski (Rafai Zawierucha)
on how to continue working in a changing movie business.
The 28-year-old actress portrays the late movie star in the
film and revealed that in order to “ground the character”
she wore jewelry belonging to the star which was lent to
her by Sharon’s younger sister Debra and insisted it was
“quite moving” to pay tribute to Sharon by “having a
piece of her” with her.  In an interview with Empire maga-
zine, she said: “I guess it sounds like I’m being a bit spiri-
tual or whatever, but it really did help me ground the char-
acter in something real. “I wanted to honor her memory
and bring the best parts of Sharon forward. And I found it
really quite moving to have a piece of her with me.”
Sharon was eight-and-a-half months pregnant with her
and Roman’s son when she was murdered by members of
the notorious Manson Family cult, led by Charles Manson,
in August 1969. Four other people were also killed in the
horrific attacks. Margot thinks Sharon’s involvement in the
film “embodies the best parts of the ‘60s” and she consid-
ers Tarantino’s story to be a “celebration of her life”. ‘The
Wolf of Wall Street’ actress said: “Sharon embodies the
best parts of the ‘60s. This is a celebration of her life. And
you get a lot of hang time with her in this film.”

hloe Sevigny thinks her new film ‘The Dead Don’t Die’ mirrors
real life. The 44-year-old actress stars alongside Adam Driver,
Bill Murray and Selena Gomez in the upcoming zombie come-
dy film, directed-and- written by Jim Jarmusch which follows a

group of small town’s cops as they combat a sudden zombie invasion. The
‘American Horror Story’ star believes the director wanted the movie to
encourage viewers to “think more about empathy” and she feels “we’re
living in the zombie apocalypse now” as the rise in social media means
individuals aren’t “connecting on like a real level to one another”.
Speaking on Boston radio station WBUR, she said: “Jim wants us to think
more about like empathy, what we can do to help others. I mean, to me, I
always think like we’re living in the zombie apocalypse now with people in
their phones, and people just are like not connecting on like a real level to
one another-and it’s terrifying.”  Chloe worked with Jim on 2002’s ‘Ten
Minutes Older’, a project consisting of two compilation feature films titled
‘The Trumpet’ and ‘The Cello’, and admitted that when he approached her
asking whether she wanted to make a “ ridiculous zombie picture” she
was dubious about the idea as she’d “never had an affinity for zombies”.
She said: “He said, ‘I want to make this ridiculous zombie picture.’ And I
was like, ‘Why zombies?’ Like I had never had an affinity for zombies. I
love vampire pictures. It’s one of my favorites, and I was kind of sad that I
wasn’t asked to be in ‘Only Lovers Left Alive.’ But that’s OK. I’ll forgive
him.” — Bang Showbiz
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