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Actors perform in the play “Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme” by French director Jerome Deschamps during the “Printemps des Comediens” festival at the Opera Comedie in Montpellier, southern France yesterday. — AFP

Cheikh hoists his second wife Mareme onto
his shoulder and carries her to their rose
petal-covered bed, where he lays her

down.  The frolicking couple embrace and....
what happens next is left to the viewer’s imagi-
nation as the camera suddenly switches to a pair
of white slippers, the bedroom door closes and
the scene ends. In soap operas in other parts of
the world, such coy depictions of sex would be
considered unremarkable, even dreary. But in
conservative Senegal, where even an on-screen
kiss is rare, the self-described monitors of public
morality are in uproar.

The show-”Maitresse d’un homme marie”
(“Mistress of a married man”) — has also already
been cautioned by the state’s media watchdog for
being too racy. But defenders say the soap takes a
desperately-needed look at relationship issues
such as male abuse, the pain experienced by aban-
doned spouses and a woman’s right to sexual
pleasure. “Maitresse d’un homme marie” follows
five young women characters, all strong-minded,
freewheeling city dwellers. Some start affairs with
married men and-as in the case of Mareme-end up
marrying them.

‘Cast judgment’  
In Dakar’s Sicap Liberte 3 district, the Sene

family is glued to its TV for the twice-a-week
show. In between adverts blaring out the virtues of
a brand of local rice, bubbly single mother Rose
condemns the threat of censorship hanging over
her favorite program. “Maitresse”, she says, holds
up a mirror to hypocrisy and inequality in Senegal.
“Men who criticize the series are the same ones
who have mistresses and what they do to them is
far worse than what you see on the screen,” she
said. “They cast judgment on the women (in the
show) because they are single, because they are in
charge of their lives,” said Rose. “In Senegal, if you
are not married by the time you are 30, you are not
a good woman. In this country, it doesn’t matter
even if you’re a huge success, if you’re not a man,
you’re nothing.”

Slapped 
Launched in January, the show goes out at

prime time on the commercial channel 2STV and is
also avidly followed on YouTube, where each
episode is watched between one and two million
times. Devotion to the series is such that one actor
was slapped by an elderly woman while exercising.
“She told him, ‘Stop drinking and look after your
family’,” the show’s executive producer, Kalista Sy,
recounted, with a giggle. The West African state is
predominantly Muslim-mostly following the Sufi
strain-where public displays of affection or sex
outside marriage are frowned upon.

Within weeks of the series’ launch, a powerful
Muslim NGO, Jamra, asked the country’s audiovi-
sual watchdog, the CNRA, to crack down. After
deliberation, the CNRA on March 29 allowed the
series to continue provided there were “correc-
tive measures” to the script. Without these
changes, the show would have to be screened late
at night, or face being banned altogether.
Everything seemed to be going fine until the 34th
episode-the scene of Cheikh and Mareme
canoodling on the marital bed.

“They crossed the red line. They offended a
large proportion of Senegalese by broadcasting
virtually pornographic content during the blessed
month of Ramadan,” Jamra’s Mactar Gueye told
AFP. “It is unthinkable that this apology for forni-
cation and adultery continues in this form,” he
said, in an interview at his home where a giant TV
screen was turned on to a telenovela channel
showing soap operas.

Sexual emancipation 
The female characters on “Maitresse” often

bear the brunt of the moral messages-on-screen
marriage-breakers, for instance, are verbally
lashed by friends and family for their behavior.
But for Senegalese feminist activist Fatou Kine
Diouf, this finger wagging has had less impact on
viewers than the theme of sexual emancipation.
“The series shows women who are in charge of
their sexuality. It will never get directly shown on
screen but everyone is talking about it. In that
respect, the series is really powerful.”

The soap opera’s set is a joyful buzz of actors,
technicians and makeup artists, working up to 12
hours a day, six days a week. In a tired voice, Sy,
the executive producer, says that male hostility,
religious objections and technical hitches are her
daily challenges. “But when young women watch
the show and identify with characters that are like
them, they are deeply touched,” she said. “And
nobody can take that away from us.” — AFP

AMarvel fan in the United States is doing his
part to help “Avengers: Endgame” become
the highest grossing movie in history-he’s

seen the superhero blockbuster a whopping 110
times, possibly setting a new Guinness record. “I
work 10 hours, watch end game 2 times on week-
days at least 6 hours,” said Agustin Alanis in a mes-
sage on Twitter on Monday that was accompanied
by a picture of himself and a theater attendant
holding his 110th ticket stub for the movie.

Alanis’ feat beats another record set last year
by Anthony Mitchell, who saw “Avengers: Infinity

War” 103 times, which got him a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records and a trip to the
“Endgame” set. Alanis, who lives in Florida, has
been chronicling his trips to see the movie on
Twitter, posting a picture of himself at each view-
ing with his ticket stub. The latest mega-block-
buster from Marvel Studios has earned a world-
wide total of $2.732 billion at the box office so far,
putting it within range of beating “Avatar,” which
raked in $2.788 billion to become the highest-
grossing movie of all time.

The hugely-anticipated Avengers series-ender

earned a staggering $1.2 billion on its opening
weekend at the end of April and has since contin-
ued its massive box office run. Industry watchers,
however, say the movie has begun to lose steam
with viewers and may end up in the number two
spot for the foreseeable future-possibly until an
eventual re-release. —AFP

Alternative rock legends
Radiohead on Tuesday released
an 18-hour trove of private

recordings from their 1997 album “OK
Computer” after getting hacked by
someone seeking a ransom of
$150,000 for the music. The genre-
banding English musicians uploaded
the 1.8-gigabyte collection of record-
ing session outtakes and rare live per-
formances on their radiohead.band-
camp.com website.

The songs can be accessed online
for free. The group is also selling
downloads of an album of the 18
hacked MiniDiscs for £18 ($22.90,
20.20 euros) and donating the pro-
ceeds to the Extinction Rebellion envi-
ronmental campaign group. “We’ve
been hacked,” frontman Thom Yorke’s
wrote on the website. “It’s not v inter-
esting,” he added. “As it’s out there it
may as well be out there, until we all
get bored and move on.” Guitarist
Jonny Greenwood later tweeted a
statement saying the hack occurred
last week.

“Someone stole Thom’s minidisk
archive from around the time of OK

Computer, and reportedly demanded
$150,000 on threat of releasing it,”
Greenwood wrote. “So instead of com-
plaining-much-or ignoring it, we’re
releasing all 18 hours on Bandcamp in
aid of Extinction Rebellion,” he wrote.
News of the hack first emerged on a
Radiohead discussion page of the
Reddit website last week.

“This is a bit of a doozy,” a user
identified only as u/santicol wrote.
The user described how someone
claiming to have the archive came in
contact with a “well known leaker”
and offered them previews of the
tracks. “They were asking upwards of
$150,000 for the entire set, at $800
per studio track and $50 per live
track,” the Reddit user wrote.

‘Awkward and challenging’ 
The collection includes demo ver-

sions of “OK Computer” music and a
few songs that never made the cut. The
critically-acclaimed album earned
Radiohead their first Grammy and was
followed by a world tour that gave
them lasting international fame. Its
bestselling single was “Karma Police”-
one of the most instantly-recognizable
tunes of the 1990s and a staple of par-
ties for the subsequent 20 years. “The
leaker seems to be well known in some
spaces and has a history of trading in
very rare/high profile material,” the
Reddit user wrote.

Radiohead were formed in 1985
and debuted their genre-bending hit
single “Creep” in 1992. They were
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in March. “It can be awkward
and challenging sometimes,” band
songwriter Philip Selway said at the
induction ceremony. “But I guess
that’s what kept us all interested for
the past three decades.” Radiohead
have campaigned passionately for
environmental causes and feature
songs about climate change.

They stopped using disposable
cups on tour in 2008 and began filling
their tour buses with biofuels.
Activists from Extinction Rebellion-a
fast-growing movement founded last
year by British academics-want world
governments to slash greenhouse gas
emissions to zero by 2025. Their high-
ly-disruptive but peaceful protests
brought parts of central London to a
standstill for 11 days in April and saw
police make more than 1,000
arrests.—AFP

Halimatou Gadji (right), who plays Marieme in the
Senegalese television serie “Maitresse d’un
homme marie” (Mistress of a Married Man) and
Ndiaye Cire Ba (left), who plays Djalika look on
during the recording of an episode in Dakar.

A child watches an episode of the TV serie
“Maitresse d’un homme marie” (Mistress of a
Married Man) in Dakar.

Ndiaye Cire Ba (left), who plays Djalika in the
Senegalese television serie “Maitresse d’un homme
marie” (Mistress of a Married Man) gets make-up
during the recording of an episode in Dakar.
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The “Maitresse d’un homme marie” (Mistress of a
Married Man) serie’s director, Baye Moussa Seck,
looks on during the recording of an episode in
Dakar. — AFP photos

In this file photo fans of the Avengers arrive
for a costume contest before the first screen-

ing of “Avengers: Endgame” at the TCL
Chinese Theater in Hollywood. — AFP


