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India evacuates 
thousands; Vayu 
builds fury
MUMBAI: India evacuated hundreds of
thousands of people to shelters along
the coast in its western state of Gujarat
as a cyclone gathering intensity over the
Arabian Sea is expected to hit land
today. Weather officials said Cyclone
Vayu, with wind speeds equivalent to
those of a Category 1 hurricane, is set to
cross the coast with sustained wind
speeds of 145 kph to 155 kph (90 mph to
96 mph), and could gust as high as 170
kph (106 mph).

The state government said it had
begun moving about 300,000 people
from the most vulnerable areas into shel-
ters. “We have started evacuation in
coastal districts today morning,” a
Gujarat disaster management official
said yesterday. The state’s chief minister,
Vijay Rupani, has asked India’s military
and its National Disaster Response
Force for help with rescue and relief
efforts if the cyclone causes widespread
damage and disruption.

The federal home minister, Amit Shah,
also urged officials to ensure swift
restoration of utilities such as power,

telecoms and drinking water if they are
disrupted by the cyclone. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
warned the cyclone could hold up the
progress of annual monsoon rains, as the
storm drew rain clouds from over the
sea. The monsoon was already about a
week late in arriving at Kerala on the
southern coast this year, and much of the
country has broiled in a summer heat-
wave in recent weeks.

Port operations hit
Gujarat is also home to large refiner-

ies and sea ports near the storm’s path.
India’s biggest oil refinery, owned by
Reliance Industries , is in Gujarat, though
a company official said the cyclone was
expected to weaken by the time it
reached the Jamnagar-based refinery.

“But in case the course changes or
intensifies, the refinery is ready for any
contingency,” he added, declining to be
identified as he was not authorized to
speak to the media. Sikka Ports and
Terminals Ltd, which handles crude oil
and refined products for Reliance
Industries Ltd, halted vessel berthing at
a western port yesterday over a cyclone
warning, according to a port notice.

The company’s ports also handle oil
and refined products cargo for Bharat
Oman Refineries Ltd, a subsidiary of
state-run Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd.
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone

Ltd is preparing to move employees at
two ports it runs to safer areas, a
spokesman said. “Our Mundra and Tuna
ports will be closest to the path,” he
added. “All the necessary precautions
are being put in place.”

Nayara Energy, owned by a consor-
tium led by Russia’s Rosneft, said it was
monitoring the situation and also taking
precautionary measures at its Gujarat

refinery. In May, Cyclone Fani, the equiv-
alent of a Category 4 hurricane, killed at
least 34 people on India’s eastern coast,
destroying houses and ripping off roofs.
Authorities had evacuated more than 1.2
million people in advance of the storm,
after an even more powerful cyclone in
1999 killed about 10,000 people and
caused damage running into billions of
dollars.  —Reuters

MUMBAI: A lifeguard walks along at Girgaum Chowpatty beach following its clo-
sure in Mumbai. A cyclonic storm barreling towards western India has strength-
ened with gusts of up to 170 kilometers per hour.  —AFP

Modi to avoid 
Pakistan airspace 
despite getting 
permission
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will avoid flying over
Pakistan during an official trip to central
Asia today, the foreign ministry said, even
though Pakistan has granted overflight
access. Pakistan closed its airspace in
February after a suicide attack by a
Pakistan-based militant group in Indian-
controlled Kashmir led to aerial bombing
missions on each other’s soil and a fighter
dogfight over Kashmir.

Commercial and cargo airlines using
Indian airspace have been forced to take
costly and time-consuming detours because
they cannot fly over Pakistan. But Pakistan
had cleared Modi’s flight to Bishkek in
Kyrgyzstan to attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization summit beginning
today, Indian and Pakistan sources said. The

Indian foreign ministry said the government
had considered the routes for Modi’s travel
and decided he would take the longer pas-
sage to Central Asia instead of the direct
route over Pakistan.

The move follows calls in local media
that Modi shouldn’t be securing an
exception for himself while thousands of
ordinary travelers were enduring the
longer travel because of the tensions
between the nuclear-armed rivals. “The
Government of India had explored two
options for the route to be taken by the
VVIP Aircraft to Bishkek. A decision has
now been taken that the VVIP Aircraft
will fly via Oman, Iran and Central Asian
countries on the way to Bishkek,” the for-
eign ministry said.

Modi’s move also suggests there is lit-
tle chance of a thaw in ties even though
Pakistan said it hoped to revive talks after
elections in India ended in May. Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan will also be
attending the SCO meeting, but Indian
officials said there were no plans for a
bilateral meeting between him and Modi.
Vivek Katju, a former top Indian diplomat
who dealt with Pakistan ties, said in a
newspaper column on Tuesday that he

was disappointed the Modi government
had initially sought overflight permission
from Islamabad.

“Would it not have been better for
government to show solidarity with com-
mon travelers, including the great number
of workers who live in the Gulf countries

and make significant contributions to
India’s economy?” he said. Pakistan
announced last month that the airspace
closure on its eastern border with India
would be extended to June 14. The coun-
try lies in the middle of a vital aviation
corridor.  —Reuters

KATUNAYAKE: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks on from a plane on
his departure at Bandaranaike International Airport in Katunayake. —AFP

India govt abusing 
‘lawless’ detention 
act in Kashmir 
SRINAGAR: The Indian government is widely misus-
ing a law allowing for detention without trial in the
Indian part of the contested Kashmir region, and
fuelling animosity with it, the human rights group
Amnesty International said yesterday. The Public
Safety Act (PSA) was a “lawless law” under which the
authorities hold children, old people and the disabled,
and it should be scrapped, the group said.

“This act is contributing to inflaming tensions
between the state authorities and local populace and
must be immediately repealed,” said Aakar Patel, head
of Amnesty International India. India has long defend-
ed the 41-year-old PSA as essential to maintain law
and order in the Muslim-majority region where sepa-
ratist militants have been battling the security forces
since the late 1980s. “There is a judicial system in
place where there are checks and balances,” chief
secretary of Jammu and Kashmir state, BVR
Subrahmanyam, told Reuters in defense of the law.

Kashmir is claimed in full but ruled in part by both
India and Pakistan. India blames its arch rival for
fomenting separatist trouble, including attacks on
security forces, in its part of the region. Muslim
Pakistan denies arming the insurgents but says it sup-
ports the people of Kashmir in their opposition to
what it calls oppression by the Indian security forces.
The law allows for detention for up to two years if a
person is deemed acting “in any manner prejudicial to
the security of the state”.

Amnesty said that was a breach of international
human rights law. Police did not let the group launch
its report in Kashmir’s main city of Srinagar yesterday,
citing the “law and order” situation, a spokesman for
the right group said. In June 2018, India said a report
by the United Nations, that argued the PSA obstruct-
ed the normal course of law in Kashmir, was “a selec-
tive compilation of largely unverified information”.

Amnesty based its report on the analysis of 210
cases of detention under the PSA between 2012 and
2018. The law prohibits the detention of children but
Amnesty documented several cases where minors
were knowingly detained. In more than 90 percent of
cases the group analyzed, detainees faced both PSA
detentions and criminal proceedings in parallel, on the
basis of the same or similar allegations.

“The police appear to use the PSA as a safety net,
using it to secure the detention of suspects who are
released, or likely to be released, on bail,” the group
said. It said it found 71 cases of revolving-door deten-
tions, in which authorities kept on issuing orders to
keep people behind bars. One separatist leader,
Masarat Alam Bhat, has been detained for a cumula-
tive period of 20 years since 1990, despite never
being charged with a crime, Amnesty said.  —Reuters

BEIJING: China launched a new campaign to clean up its
internet, state media said, amid a fresh wave of apparent
censorship by Beijing blocking more foreign media web-
sites and shutting down domestic accounts on social
media. The joint effort was launched in May by the
cyberspace administration, the information technology
ministry, the public security bureau and the markets reg-
ulator and will run until the end of the year, the official
Xinhua news agency said.

The “rectification” campaign will punish and expose
websites for “illegal and criminal actions”, failing to “fulfil
their obligation” to take safety measures or the theft of
personal information, it added.
The campaign follows a series
of shutdowns and blockages of
certain websites and social
media accounts. Several foreign
media beyond Beijing’s control,
such as the Washington Post
and The Guardian, have not
been accessible online since
last weekend, adding to a list of
blocked sites that includes
Reuters.

Online Chinese financial
news publication Wallstreetcn.com said on Monday it
took its website and mobile app offline at the authorities’
request, but gave no details of the rules it may have bro-
ken. Social media accounts ranging from those publish-
ing politically sensitive material to financial news have
also been shut. Authorities said in November they shut
9,800 accounts of news providers deemed to be posting
sensational, vulgar or politically harmful content.

The Chinese internet regulator’s Shanghai office said

in a statement yesterday it and the markets regulator’s
Shanghai office summoned representatives from Baidu
Inc and criticized the firm for unethical advertising using
vulgar content or overly sensational titles. The authori-
ties ordered Baidu to rectify its advertising business to
eliminate such practices, according to the statement.
Baidu did not immediately respond to a request for com-
ment. In recent years, China has regularly campaigned to
police its internet, shutting down websites, social media
accounts and mobile apps.

“The cleaning drives are not purely political. Many,
possibly even most, of those accounts were probably

spam, porn or other types of
content that the platforms
have made clear are undesir-
able and unwelcome,” said
Fergus Ryan, an analyst with
the Australian Strategic Policy
Institute. “The problem is that
in among those legitimate
removals are accounts that are
removed for political reasons.”
Shimin Fang, a popular sci-
ence writer who drew public
scrutiny in China for critical

comments about Huawei Technologies Co, said he found
out on Tuesday all of his Chinese social media accounts
had been taken down.

Fang, who lives in the United States, said he did not
know what had happened until some readers told him
they could no longer find his postings and that the plat-
form operators would not tell him why his accounts were
shut down. “My guess is that from now on any influential
self-media accounts will not be allowed to exist, no mat-

ter (if) they are political or not,” Fang told Reuters in an
email. The term “self-media” is mostly used on Chinese
social media to describe independent news accounts that

produce original content but are not officially registered
with the authorities. “The Chinese internet winter is
coming,” Fang said.  —Reuters

More foreign media websites blocked in recent days

China launches new web cleanup 
campaign amid fresh takedowns

BEIJING: An elderly man pushes a trolley with food outside a supermarket in Beijing yesterday.  —AFP

China authorities 
began campaign
in May, Xinhua

says

Trump-Kim 1 year on: 
‘Beautiful letter’ and 
a stalled diplomacy
SEOUL: A year after President Donald Trump and North
Korea’s Kim Jong Un met for the first time, they appear
committed to a personal bond upon which hopes for peace
seem to rest despite a stalemate in efforts to get Kim to
abandon his nuclear weapons. Trump and Kim agreed at the
first US-North Korea summit in Singapore to work towards
the complete denuclearization of the Korean peninsula, eas-
ing fears of war between their countries.

But there has been little progress since then and tension
has again been rising with North Korea resuming some lim-

ited testing of weapons and warning of “truly undesired
consequences” if the United States was not more flexible.
But Trump said on Tuesday he had received a “beautiful let-
ter” from Kim. “I can’t show you the letter obviously, but it
was a very personal, very warm, very nice letter,” Trump
told reporters outside the White House.

Trump, who has tried to convert what he feels is a
warm personal relationship with Kim into a diplomatic
breakthrough, gave no details, but repeated that he
believed North Korea had “tremendous potential”. “I
think that something will happen that’s going to be very
positive,” he said. North Korea’s state media has not
mentioned any letter. The optimism that the two leaders
generated in Singapore all but evaporated in February
when a second summit, in Vietnam, dramatically fell apart
without even a recommitment to the general goals out-
lined in a statement signed in Singapore.

Since then, North Korea has complained of US sanc-

tions and Kim said he would wait until the end of the year
before deciding on whether to take a “new path”. Both
sides have said they are open to talks but that the other
side needs to change their policy. The United States says
North Korea needs to make verifiable progress toward
giving up its nuclear weapons before any sanctions are
eased, while North Korea says the United States has
done nothing to reward steps already taken.

In the weeks ahead of the anniversary of the
Singapore summit, North Korean state media has repeat-
edly warned that the statement signed there was in dan-
ger of being rendered meaningless if the United States
did not drop demands for North Korea to unilaterally
dismantle its nuclear arsenal. According to the Singapore
foreign ministry, North Korea’s embassy there had been
planning an event to commemorate the summit anniver-
sary and invited Singapore officials. But it later cancelled
the event. —Reuters

SINGAPORE: In this file photo, North Korea’s leader Kim
Jong Un (center) gestures as he meets with US President
Donald Trump (right) at the Capella Hotel on Sentosa
island. —AFP


