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News in brief

Kidnapped Canadians freed

ACCRA: Ghanaian security forces yesterday freed
two young Canadian women who had been kid-
napped at a golf club in the city of Kumasi last week,
a government official said. “National Security
Operatives in the early hours of yesterday, 2019 com-
pleted an operation which successfully rescued the
two Canadian women recently abducted” in Kumasi,
Ghana’s second city, Information Minister Kojo
Oppong Nkrumah said in a statement. “Citizens and
travelers are once again assured that Ghana remains
safe,” he added. The Canadian charity volunteers
aged 19 and 20 were abducted June 4, in Kumasi,
Ghana’s second-largest city, some 200 kilometers
northwest of the capital Accra. They had been travel-
ling in an Uber with a third Canadian woman. —AFP 

Flood kills 19 in China

BEIJING: Flooding caused by torrential rains has
killed at least 19 people in southern China, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said yesterday. In the
Guangxi region, which borders Vietnam, week-long
downpours triggered floods in six cities, killing 12
and affecting more than 570,000 people, Xinhua
said, citing the regional emergency management
department. It added that houses collapsed and
crops were damaged. Rainfall was expected to
intensify through Thursday, the regional weather
bureau said, according to Xinhua. In neighboring
Guangdong province, seven people were killed and
one was missing as heavy rain destroyed roads and
toppled houses, the report added. —AFP 

Giraffes killed by lightning 

MIAMI: Two giraffes were killed instantly when they
were struck by lightning in the southeastern US state
of Florida, the park where they resided said on
Tuesday. “We are deeply saddened to share the
passing of two of our giraffe due to a lightning strike,”
the Lion Country Safari park, which is located north
of Miami, said in a Facebook post. “Lily and Jioni
were in the pasture in their habitat when a severe
thunderstorm quickly developed six weeks ago.
Recent pathology results confirm that the giraffe did
pass as a result of the lightning and that the manner
of their passing was instantaneous,” it said. The park
said that the giraffes have access to “numerous shel-
ters in the multi-acre habitat.”  —AFP 

Journalist gunned down 

VILLAHERMOSA: A journalist was murdered
Tuesday in southeast Mexico, her former employer
and other news outlets reported. Norma Sarabia
was a correspondent for the newspaper Tabasco
Today for 15 years and most recently worked for
other local media outlets, the newspaper said in its
report of her death. She was attacked by two armed
men riding a motorbike who shot her several times
outside her home in Tabasco state, the paper
reported. “We deeply regret her death and we sym-
pathize with her family,” wrote editorial director
Hector Tapia on Twitter. Sarabia is the sixth journal-
ist slain this year in Mexico. Mexico is one of the
most dangerous countries in the world for reporters:
more than 100 have been murdered since 2000
amid a wave of violence linked to drug trafficking
and political corruption. —AFP

LONDON: News organizations are being challenged
by technology giants and unsettled by a broader lack of
trust but they have a much deeper problem: most peo-
ple don’t want to pay for online news, the Reuters
Institute found. Swiftly accelerating mobile internet and
smartphones have revolutionized the delivery of news
and destroyed the business models of many news
organizations over the past 20 years, leading to falling
revenues, layoffs and takeovers. The mass migration of
advertising to US technology giants such as Facebook,
Google and Amazon has hammered revenues while
more than half the world’s population now has access
to news via an internet connection. 

But will people actually pay for news? The Reuters
Institute for the Study of
Journalism said in its annual
Digital News Report that most
people would not pay for
online news and that there had
been only a small increase in
the proportion of people will-
ing to do so in the last six
years. Even among those who
do pay, there is “subscription
fatigue” - many are tired of
being asked to pay for so
many different subscriptions. 

Many will opt for films or music rather than pay for
news. So some media companies will fail. “Much of the
population is perfectly happy with the news that they
can access for free and even amongst those who are
willing to pay, the majority are only willing to sign up
for one subscription,” Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, director of
the Reuters Institute, said by telephone.

“A lot of the public is really alienated from a lot of
the journalism that they see - they don’t find it particu-
larly trustworthy, they don’t find it particularly relevant
and they don’t find it leaves them in a better place.”
While many news organizations add paywalls and some

see increases in digital subscriptions, there has been lit-
tle change in the proportion of people paying for online
news, apart from the “Trump bump” rise in the United
States in 2016/2017.

In the United States, those paying for news online
were likely to have a university degree and be wealthy:
The New York Times, Wall Street Journal and
Washington Post did well on digital. Still, almost 40
percent of new digital subscriptions at the New York
Times are for crosswords and cooking, the Reuters
Institute said, citing an article by Vox.

In Britain, around a third of those surveyed said they
avoided the news due to Brexit. Leave voters said they
avoided the news as it made them sad and said they

could not rely on the news
being true. There has been no
Brexit bounce. “If news
organizations want to cut
through with a direct route to
users in an environment domi-
nated by platforms, if they
want to convince people to
pay for their journalism then
they must convince people
that the journalism they pub-
lish has value for them, for the
public,” Nielsen said.

Netflix, Apple and Amazon
As they fight for revenue, news organizations are

facing a growing threat from entertainment providers
such as Netflix , Spotify, Apple Music and Amazon
Prime. “In some countries, subscription fatigue may
also be setting in, with the majority preferring to spend
their limited budget on entertainment (Netflix/Spotify)
rather than news,” said Nic Newman, a senior research
associate at the Reuters Institute. “Not surprisingly,
news comes low down the list when compared with
other services such as Netflix and Spotify - especially

for the younger half of the population,” he said.
When asked what media subscription they would

pick if they had only one for the next year, just 7% of
under 45-year-olds picked news. The report showed
37% would opt for online video and 15% for online
music. Aggregators are also waiting in the wings: Apple
News+ offers a single priced subscription for some
access to premium titles including TIME, The Atlantic,
The New Yorker, Vogue, The Wall Street Journal and

Los Angeles Times.
That could deny publishers a direct link with con-

sumers, limiting the information they have to make tar-
geted advertising more effective, and valuable. “Despite
the greater opportunities for paid content, it is likely
that most commercial news provision will remain free at
the point of use, dependent on low-margin advertising,
a market where big tech platforms hold most of the
cards,” Newman said.  —Reuters

Most people don’t want to pay for digital news

The media has a big problem: 
Who will pay for the news?

CALIFORNIA: A billboard with an image of Democratic presidential hopeful Elizabeth Warren in San
Francisco, California. Big Tech firms are clobbering traditional news organizations, media representa-
tives told lawmakers on June 11, 2019, asking for new authority to allow the struggling sector to team
up against online platforms.  —AFP

Kosovo celebrates 
‘20 years free’ with 
Clinton visit
PRISTINA: With celebratory speeches,
a new statue and a visit from former US
president Bill Clinton, Kosovo yesterday
marked 20 years since the NATO inter-
vention that ended its war with Serbia
and cleared a path for independence.
June 12, 1999, the day when NATO
entered Kosovo after a three-month
assault on Serb forces, marks the
moment Belgrade effectively lost control
of its former province. 

Clinton is beloved in Kosovo for
championing that intervention, which
forced Serbian troops to withdraw from
their battle with ethnic Albanian sepa-
ratists, a conflict which claimed 13,000
lives, mostly Kosovo Albanians.  On the
20-year anniversary, Kosovo leaders
toasted to the liberation, with tributes on
social media this week signed with the
hashtag #Kosovo20YearsFree.

Yet Kosovo’s path to statehood has
been anything but smooth. Belgrade still
refuses to officially accept the independ-
ence its former province declared in
2008, undercutting Kosovo’s efforts to
gain global recognition.  While Kosovo
has the backing of the US and most of
the West, Russia and China also reject its

statehood, effectively shutting it out of
the UN.

Clinton, who is almost considered a
founding father in Kosovo, will address
crowds yesterday in the centre of
Pristina, where there is a statue and a
boulevard in his name. After the
American touched down in Pristina on
Tuesday, Kosovo President Hashim Thaci
honored him with a medal, saying it was
a “token of appreciation” for the “liberty
he brought to us”. A smiling Clinton said
he would “always be proud” of his con-
tribution.

Statue for Albright 
Yesterday’s ceremonies also see the

unveiling of a new bust of Madeleine
Albright, who was US Secretary of State
at the time is set to attend the event. But
the mood will be gloomier in Belgrade,
which still fumes over NATO’s attacks.
On Monday, Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic slammed the 1999
intervention as “the 19 most powerful
countries attacking a small country com-
mitted to freedom.” “They have caused
us enormous damage from which we are
still recovering,” he added.

The NATO strikes battered Serbian
military targets and infrastructure for 78
days, also killing an estimated 500 civil-
ians, including Serbians, Albanians and
Roma, according to Human Rights
Watch. That violence remains etched
into the memory of many Serbians and

damage to buildings can still be seen in
parts of Belgrade. The anniversary
comes at a time when already dismal
relations between Kosovo and Serbia
have tumbled to a low point in recent
months. A series of diplomatic clashes
have soured long-running talks aimed at
reaching an accord.

On Monday, the current occupants of
the White House seized on the occasion
to urge Kosovo and Serbia to make
progress on frozen EU-led talks aimed

at normalizing their ties. “NATO’s inter-
vention brought an end to the (former
Serbian president Slobodan) Milosevic
regime’s campaign of ethnic cleansing,
which left thousands dead and over one
million civilians displaced,” the White
House said. “To pay respects to those
victims, Kosovo and Serbia must recom-
mit to a peaceful and prosperous future
for all of their citizens. This requires put-
ting aside extremist rhetoric and histori-
cal revisionism.” —AFP

PRISTINA: Former US President Bill Clinton gestures as he speaks during a cere-
mony in Pristina, yesterday, marking the 20th anniversary since the NATO interven-
tion ended Kosovo war with Serbia and cleared a path for independence.  —AFP

Russia makes rare 
U-turn, drops case 
against journalist
MOSCOW: Russian police abruptly
dropped drugs charges on Tuesday
against journalist Ivan Golunov, a rare U-
turn by the authorities in the face of anger
from his supporters who had alleged he
was framed for his reporting and had
threatened to stage a mass protest in
Moscow. Golunov, a 36-year-old journalist
known for exposing corruption among
Moscow city officials, was detained by
police last Thursday and accused of deal-
ing drugs, an allegation he flatly denied.

Russian journalists critical of authorities
have led a dangerous existence since the
1990s - sometimes threatened, physically
attacked, and even murdered for their
work. But the crude way supporters said
Golunov was set up and detained triggered
an unusual show of media unity and an
uncharacteristically swift response from
authorities nervous about social unrest at a
time when President Vladimir Putin already
faces disquiet over living standards.

Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev
said the criminal case against Golunov
was being dropped due to a lack of evi-
dence of any wrongdoing on his part.
Golunov was freed from house arrest
hours later. After having the electronic
bracelet on his ankle removed, he walked
out of a police station in central Moscow
to be met by hundreds of journalists who
applauded him.

While welcoming Golunov’s release, a

spokeswoman for the European Union on
foreign affairs said the trend in Russia
with regard to media freedom “remains
worrying”. “Independent as well as critical
voices are an essential part of any vibrant
society,” Maja Kocijancic said on Twitter.
Russia ranks 149th out of 180 countries
worldwide on a media freedom index
compiled by Reporters Without Borders,
an advocacy group.

Investigations to continue
Visibly emotional, Golunov thanked

everyone for their support and said he
would continue his work. “I will continue
the work that I was doing and carry out
investigations because I need to justify the
trust in me that those who have supported
me have shown,” he said. Choking back
tears, he said he hoped other journalists
would not have to undergo similar ordeals
and that the investigation into the police
officers and others who framed him would
continue.

Kolokoltsev, the interior minister, said
some police officers involved in the case
were being temporarily removed from
duty pending an investigation and that he
planned to ask Putin to dismiss other more
senior police personnel. “I believe that the
rights of every citizen, regardless of his
profession, must be protected,” said
Kolokoltsev. Galina Timchenko, general
director of online news portal Meduza
where Golunov works, and other senior
Russian journalists said in a statement:

“This was the result of an unprecedent-
ed international journalistic campaign and
of citizens’ solidarity. We are glad that the
authorities listened to society. That’s how
it should be when an injustice occurs.” A

team of investigative journalists would
continue to try to establish who was
behind his persecution, they added. Before
the police backed down, nearly 25,000
people had signed up to a Facebook page
expressing their intention to take part in a
protest march on Wednesday in solidarity
with Golunov.

The authorities had said the protesters
did not have approval, and that their
protest could threaten public safety. The
march presented the Kremlin with a
quandary: either use force to break up the
protest, and risk provoking more anger, or
stand aside and let the demonstration take
place, which risked revealing weakness to
the Kremlin’s opponents. The charges

against Golunov inflamed opinion among
urban professionals, a group that is in a
minority nationwide, but which has outsize
influence in Moscow.

The three leading daily newspapers -
Vedomosti, Kommersant and RBK-all car-
ried the same headline on Monday in a
rare show of solidarity: “I am/We are Ivan
Golunov.” Journalists had protested out-
side Moscow’s police headquarters day
after day demanding the case be dropped
and celebrities and even some high-profile
state TV anchors had spoken out in favor
of Golunov. Golunov and Timchenko
advised supporters against taking to the
streets, saying it was better to hold a
protest event at a later date.  —Reuters

MOSCOW: Russian police officers detain a protester during a march to protest
against the alleged impunity of law enforcement agencies in central Moscow
yesterday.  —AFP
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