
India’s heatwave 
deaths rise to 36
MUMBAI: A heatwave gripping India has killed
36 people with the poorest workers bearing the
brunt, national disaster management officials said
yesterday, warning that the record temperatures
were impacting more states than in previous
years. India’s capital Delhi recorded its highest-
ever temperature of 48 degrees Celsius (118
Fahrenheit) on Tuesday, while Churu in the north-
western state of Rajasthan, temperatures reached
as high as 51C.

“This is the worst heatwave ever. In 2015, the
heatwave was recorded in nine states, this year
the forecast is 23,” said Anup Kumar Srivastava,
drought and heatwave expert at the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). “We
have verified 36 deaths due to the heatwave
against 25 last year. They are mostly poor
labourers who come from rural areas to cities to
look for work and live on the road side,”
Srivastava told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

India typically witnesses water scarcity during
summer months, but the situation this year is par-
ticularly bad in western and southern states
which received less than normal rainfall in the
2018 monsoon season. The NDMA had predict-
ed that a heatwave would hit India from mid-
March but the weather turned extreme in mid-
May and is expected to last until mid-June.

More cities are also struggling with the heat
than in previous years with many recording tem-
perature above 45C, Srivastava said. Although
India recorded over 2,000 deaths during a 2015
heatwave, deaths fell over the next three years as
public awareness campaigns spread to more
states, NDMA officials said.

“We wanted to bring down the number of
deaths to single digits this year,” Srivastava said.
“But many officials were assigned for election
duty (and) that impacted monitoring and aware-
ness activities.” India’s marathon general elec-
tions were held from April 11 to May 19 and
relied on government officials from several
departments to carry out the mammoth poll.

Go home
Workers on farms, construction sites or on

salt pans were worst hit by the heatwave, labor
rights campaigners said. “Many struggled with
the weather and chose to go back home,” said

Ramaswamy Natarajan, manager at the Odisha
Migration support centre in Tamil Nadu. Some
Indian states such as the southern state of
Kerala issued sunstroke warnings in March and
announced noon breaks for workers for three
months. Officials at NDMA said its advisory on
reducing eight-hour work schedules by 20%
during summer months was being implemented
for government workers who are paid daily
rates under its national rural employment guar-
antee scheme. But those working for private
employers on farms, building sites and brick
kilns had no such protection, labor rights cam-
paigners said. — Reuters
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KHAN YUNIS: Angham Zorab removes clothes from a clothes line at their home in the southern Gaza Strip refugee camp of Khan Yunis. Angham Zorab’s two brothers along with her husband fled the blockaded Palestinian enclave in June 2014
- like many others who see no hope in remaining. — AFP 

KHAN YUNIS: At a modest dwelling open to the
winds next to a landfill in the Gaza Strip, only the
women, children and an old man remain. Angham
Zorab’s two brothers along with her husband fled the
blockaded Palestinian enclave in June 2014 - like many
others who see no hope in remaining. “He sold the house
and left with the $5,000,” the frail 23-year-old woman
said of her husband.

“They passed through tunnels” to reach Egypt, she
added from the house where she now lives in Khan Yunis
in the southern Gaza Strip. Gaza’s two million residents
have lived under Israeli blockade for more than a decade,
and humanitarian conditions have worsened by the year.
Gaza’s Islamist rulers Hamas and Israel have fought three
wars since 2008 and the strip has an unemployment rate
of more than 50 percent - while around two-thirds of
young people are jobless. Eighty percent of the popula-
tion are dependent on international aid.

There are no official figures on the number of
Palestinians leaving the Gaza Strip permanently, said
Samir Zaqout of the Palestinian human rights group Al-

Mezan. According to data compiled by the United
Nations, around 61,000 Palestinians left Gaza for Egypt
last year, while only around 37,000 entered - a deficit of
24,000, though more could eventually return. Israel
grants limited numbers of exit
permits, mainly for merchants
and medical patients, accord-
ing to Gisha, an NGO which
monitors the Gaza blockade.

Zaqout says the reasons
young people seek to leave
include unemployment and
poverty, low pay, lack of free-
dom of expression under
Hamas and the impossibility
of free travel under Israel’s
blockade. “In the past, the
idea of emigrating was considered a betrayal (of the
Palestinian cause),” he said at his office in central Gaza
City. “Today it is a source of pride. Even those who are
engaged in politics, in the resistance (to Israel), are

preparing to emigrate.” The will to leave crosses all
social classes, from the rich to the poor, he said.

‘For my family’ 
For years, tunnels under the

Gaza border with Egypt pro-
vided Palestinians with a way
out of the enclave. Some would
then take a dangerous route
into Europe, often involving a
journey by sea. Egypt has
since destroyed the tunnels,
but it reopened its crossing
with Gaza in 2018 after having
kept it largely closed for years.

Zorab’s brother-in-law, the
last of the family to emigrate,

left Gaza last summer through the Rafah crossing with
Egypt.  As for her husband, she said he left “for the same
reasons as all the others: for work. He said ‘I’m going to
build a future for my daughter, for my family.” Her two

brothers eventually reached Sweden and have estab-
lished themselves there. She has however lost contact
with her husband and has asked for a divorce.

She and her six-year-old daughter now live with her
parents. She thinks the acne-like bumps across her
daughter’s body are due to the landfill next door. “I
would like to leave too,” Zorab said. In front of her on a
small wooden shelf sits the most precious object in their
spartan home: a modem connected to a battery for
when the Gaza Strip’s frequent electricity cuts plunge
the neighborhood into darkness.

“I speak with my sons everyday now,” said the moth-
er of the family, Chamaa. “The first two years, my eyes
were always filled with tears.” The money that her sons
send keeps the house running. Nine people live in a
handful of rooms that are nearly empty, furnished with
mattresses on the floor and kitchen utensils. In the
extended family, at least 20 men have left the Gaza Strip
and some died in the process. Zaqout of Al-Mezan said
the reopening of the Rafah crossing has made emigrat-
ing easier. — AFP 

Despite risks, Gazans dream of life away
Around 61,000 Palestinians left Gaza for Egypt last year

Gaza’s 2 million 
residents live 

under blockade

NEW DELHI: Indian residents use hoses to collect drinking water from a tanker truck during a
hot summer day in the low-income neighborhood of Sanjay camp yesterday. — AFP 

Syria says air defense
downs Israeli missiles
DAMASCUS: Syrian air defense shot down Israeli missiles targeting
the south of the country yesterday, state media said, as a monitor
reported positions of the regime’s Lebanese ally Hezbollah had been
hit. The attack was launched in the early hours of the morning against
the Tall al-Hara sector near the Golan Heights, according to official
news agency SANA, which said there had been no casualties.

It did not specify what had been targeted. SANA also accused
Israel of conducting an “electronic war” and “jamming” Syrian radar.
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based war moni-
tor, said the strikes had targeted positions of the Hezbollah Shiite
movement in two locations, but without causing any casualties.

“All the positions hit had the Lebanese Hezbollah there,”
Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said. The missiles targeted Tall
al-Hara, a hill in the southern province of Daraa where Hezbollah has
radars and the regime has air defense batteries, said the Observatory,
which relies on sources inside Syria for its information. It also targeted
barracks for the Lebanese fighters in the abandoned town of Quneitra
on the Syrian-controlled side of a demilitarized zone between both
countries in the Golan.

The town has been largely in ruins for over four decades since it was
razed by Israeli forces before they withdrew under a 1974 United
Nations agreement. Israel has carried out hundreds of air strikes in
Syria since the beginning of the conflict in 2011, targeting forces loyal to
President Bashar al-Assad and the regime’s allies Iran and Hezbollah.
Earlier this month, Israel struck multiple positions held by regime forces
over a period of 24 hours, killing 15 combatants according to the
Observatory. In January, it targeted Iranian positions in Syria in what it
said was a response to an Iranian missile strike from inside the country.
That attack killed 21, mostly Iranians. Israel says it is determined to pre-
vent its arch foe Iran from entrenching itself militarily in Syria, where
Tehran backs Assad in the country’s eight-year war, which has left more
than 370,000 people dead and displaced millions. Israel and Hezbollah
have fought several wars, the latest in 2006. — AFP 


