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Legalese

Afew days ago, a popular shoe was launched by a
global footwear brand. If anyone is into sneakers,
they will know that many brands have “exclu-

sive” or “limited” shoes that usually launch around the
world on the exact same date, and buyers wait in line to
be able to get the shoe, as the demand is much higher
than the supply. 

Many people were discussing how one of the
branches of an international store in Kuwait decided to
only sell the shoes to Kuwaitis, by making people in line
write their name on a paper beforehand, and then non-
Kuwaitis were not called out. I am not sure if this truly
happened or not; I am also aware that some of the com-
ments on social media were racist, while some were
very gentle and loving to all nationalities. Also, I am
aware that some events may be dramatized for various
reasons. Regardless of what actually happened, I think
it is important to highlight that Kuwaiti laws are non-
discriminative and understand that if this actually did
happen, legal consequences will follow. 

There are many people on social media who think
that it is okay legally not to sell products to a certain
race, especially if they were to “resell” the shoes.
Regardless of what they wanted to do with the shoes,
there is no legal stance for treating any person from a
different race differently when it comes to employ-
ment or commercial activities, I understand if land or
houses are only sold to Kuwaitis, but it makes no
sense otherwise. 

Defending rights
The great thing though was the amount of Kuwaitis

who were defending rights and highlighting these laws.
I am really glad that people are speaking out, that peo-
ple understand that this is an issue that needs to be dis-
cussed for Kuwait to be a better place, and that racism
can be an issue in Kuwait. 

Kuwait’s constitution of 1962
1. Article 29: The people are peers in human dignity

and have, in the eyes of the law, equal public rights
and obligations. There shall be made no differentia-
tion among them because of race, origin, language or
religion.

2. Article 7: Justice, freedom and equality are the pil-
lars of society; and cooperation and compassion are
the firm link binding all citizens.

3. Article 31: No person may be arrested, imprisoned,
searched, have his residence restricted or be
restrained in liberty of residence or of movement
save in conformity with the provisions of the law. No
person shall be subjected to torture or to ignomin-
ious treatment.

4. Article 35: Freedom of belief is unrestricted. The
state shall protect freedom in the observance of reli-
gious rites established by custom, provided such
observance does not conflict with morals or disturb
public order.

5. Article 36: Freedom of opinion and scientific
research is guaranteed. Subject to the conditions and
stipulations specified by law, every person shall have
the right to express his opinion by speaking or writ-
ing or otherwise.

Articles from the Kuwait private sector labor law 
1.  Article 46
The service of the worker shall not be terminated

without any justification or as a result of his activity in
the syndicate or a claim or his legal rights in accor-
dance with the provisions of the law. The service of the
worker may not be terminated for reason of gender,
race or religion.
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Kuwait’s laws 
non-discriminatory

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday strongly criticized the
government over its performance in a large number of
public departments and independent authorities but
still passed their budgets with a comfortable majority.

The assembly passed following a long-day debate
the 2019/2020 budgets for a number of authorities
including the controversial agriculture authority, the
sports authority, Kuwait
Municipality, Zakat House,
the Public Authority for Civil
Information and others.

Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said the current
term will come to a close on
July 3 and the assembly must
hold special sessions starting
June 25 to approve other
budgets including the state
budget which is normally
passed in the last session.

Head of the budgets committee MP Adnan
Abdulsamad said that the government wanted to
abolish the sports and Holy Quran authorities but lat-
er withdrew its request, adding that the government
has not made its decision on the fate of the roads
authority.

MP Adel Al-Damkhi said that in the face of flabby

ministries, authorities are established but are then
prevented from functioning by an incapable bureau-
cracy. He said the government renews the terms of
undersecretaries and assistant undersecretaries who
repeat the same mistakes, adding there is an adminis-
trative weakness and an absence in coordination
among ministries.

MP Mohammad Al-Dallal called for rejecting the
budget of the agricultural authority saying it does not

present or serve food securi-
ty but only grants rest places
for some influential people.
The lawmaker said the cabi-
net normally supports any
ministry locked in any dis-
pute with the State Audit
Bureau despite the many
comments made by the
Bureau against that particu-
lar ministry.

MP Salah Khorshid said
that 70 percent of the

employees at the Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects are non-Kuwaitis, while MP Safa Al-Hashem
said the authority is suspected to be involved in a
theft totaling KD 1 billion. MP Osama Al-Shaheen
said that supervisory bodies make plenty remarks on
government ministries and agencies “but we don’t see
anyone going to jail.” 

Lawmakers criticize but then
comfortably approve 16 budgets

Incapable bureaucracy prevents authorities from functioning: MP Damkhi

KUWAIT: MPs surround National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem during a parliament session
yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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19,848 travel
bans issued in
Q1 of 2019
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Statistics issued by the justice ministry’s
execution department showed 19,848 travel bans and
28,314 arrest warrants had been issued against indebt-
ed people during the first quarter of this year. Statistics
also showed 11,802 arrest warrants had been reissued
and 10,340 travel bans and 20,959 arrest warrants had
been lifted during the same period.   

Body found
A decomposed corpse of a male dressed in shirt and

trousers was found in an open yard in Messila. Security
sources said a Kuwaiti man reported spotting the
corpse behind a gas station and food court in the area.
Criminal evidence investigators were notified and fur-
ther investigations are in progress to identify the body.  

Expat staff terminated
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) contacted

the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAET) pertaining with terminating
the contracts of a number of non-Kuwaiti employees

due to be included in the replacement policy. CSC’s
letter said 18 expat employees will be terminated
effective July 1. 

Bedoon students
Registration of bedoon students will start as usual in

Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Ahmadi schools first,
Education Ministry sources said. The ministry and its
various sectors have already started preparations for
the coming school year (2019-2020), with preparations
made by the warehouse department to furnish 12 new
schools due to join service by the beginning of the year.
In this regard, informed sources said all the needed fur-
niture and equipment are available in stores and that
there are no problems concerning maintenance con-
tracts for Hawally, Ahmadi and Mubarak Al-Kabeer
educational areas. “However, there are fears that vari-
ous schools will be understaffed regarding female
workers because of including some of them in the CSC
replacement policy,” the sources explained. 

Ramadan donations
The total donations collected during Ramadan was

KD 11 million, collected by nine charities licensed by
the Ministry of Social Affairs, said informed sources,
noting that donations were distributed over 65 proj-
ects including iftar meals, aiding the distressed in
Syria, Gaza Strip and Asian and African countries,
supporting orphans, digging wells, sponsoring learn-
ers, and building schools and mosques, in addition to
aiding needy famil ies in Kuwait . The sources

explained that Rahma International collected KD 2.2
million to aid the distressed in Yemen, while the Islam
Heritage Revival Society collected KD 3 million,
Direct Aid collected KD 3.5 to distribute iftar meals
in 29 countries and Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity col-
lected KD 485,000. 

KD 900,000 collected 
Official sources at the Ministry of Public Works

(MPW) said the ministry collected KD 900,000 from
contractors and companies falling behind schedule in
the ministry’s projects. The sources added that the
debts had been collected through courts and deduct-
ing from the concerned companies’ payments. The
sources stressed companies failing to pay their debts
to MPW will be blocked through coordination with the
Interior Ministry.

Health insurance
The Finance Ministry approved a request by the

Health Ministry to hire a company to provide health
insurance for Kuwaiti students studying in the US for a
year with a total value of KD 21,892,653. 

Municipality’s revenues 
Kuwait Municipality’s deputy director for financial

and administrative affairs Fuad Al-Reghaib said thanks
to the recent automation of development and services,
the municipality’s revenues had remarkably increased,
adding that new fees are being studied to help further
boost revenues.   

News in brief

GCC committee for
testing labor meets

KUWAIT: Health Ministry’s assistant undersecre-
tary for public health Dr Majeda Al-Qattan took
part in the 24th GCC central committee for testing
expatriates’ meeting held in Oman. On her return,
Qattan said the committee discussed its organiza-
tional charter, suggested amendments and the
penal charter, based on which the forms of the
reports made by committee members visiting
medical centers and accrediting them in countries
from which expat laborers are recruited were
adjusted. —By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

Fishing ban

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Fishermen Union
Thaher Al-Suwayyan called for strict measures
against violators of the fishing ban periods,
noting that most of the violators do not have
fishing licenses, are not union members and fish
illegally. Suwayyan also stressed the union’s
keenness on respecting the Cabinet’s resolu-
tions, Amiri decree 46/1980 and fishing-con-
cerned resolutions. —By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

Detained harassment

A Kuwaiti man who drove a luxury car and donned
luxury brands to impress girls was detained for
harassment, which led to his arrest on financial
charges he couldn’t pay back. A woman sought
police help against a man who was harassing her
in a parking lot. Police responded and arrested
him, then discovered he was wanted. —Al-Rai

Credit card theft

Criminal detectives arrested an Indian man who
stole a Kuwaiti woman’s credit card and withdrew
large sums of money using modern technology.
The woman told police she lost her card and mon-
ey was withdrawn, so detectives worked on the
case and checked cameras in stores where the
suspect used the card, and identified and arrested
him. The suspect worked as a driver, and was sent
to the prosecution after confessing to committing
the crime.  —Al-Rai

Chopper rescues
four stuck in mud
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A police helicopter rescued four persons
who were marooned in a muddy sea area off Gharnata,
the interior ministry’s relations and security information
said yesterday. Police responded to a call about three
persons stuck at sea, so coastguard and sea rescue

teams rushed there but were not able to help. One res-
cue worker also got stuck with the three, so helicopters
were called in. They were rescued without any injuries.

Separately, fire broke out in the balcony of a house in
Abdullah Al-Mubarak. Farwaniya fire station men rushed
to the scene and put out the blaze. No injuries were
reported. Meanwhile, Jleeb and Kabd fire station men
rushed to a Sulaibiya warehouse where a fire was
reported. The blaze was put out and investigations were
initiated to find out the cause of the fire. In the meantime,
a fire broke out in a Farwaniya apartment, prompting
Farwaniya and Jleeb fire stations to respond. The house
was evacuated and fire was put out without injuries. 

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry and Kuwait Fire Service Department
personnel participate in a rescue operation of four persons
trapped in a muddy sea area off Gharnata.

A fireman tackles a blaze reported in a Farwaniya apartment.

Kuwaiti specialist
elected vice president
for IPAIN in Middle East
KUWAIT: Specialist, Diagnostic and Interventional
Radiology at the Ministry of Health Dr Abdul Mohsen
Al-Sahaf announced Tuesday that he was elected as
Vice President of the International Pain Foundation
IPAIN for Middle East. In a press statement, Dr Sahaf
expressed pride of this choice, which shows the level of
advanced medicine in Kuwait, pointing out that this
opens way for exchange of more experience through
joint medical conferences and workshops. IPAIN is one
of the most important bodies for the training of doctors
— founded in 1993 in the United States. In 2001, it
began to prepare for the establishment of the most
important fellowships for the treatment of pain by sim-
ple surgical intervention. The competition for the posi-
tion was heated among hundreds of candidates. Dr
Sahaf won this position due to his medical achieve-
ments, and the winning of the first prizes in the exhibi-

tion of inventions in the Middle East, including his
invention in the field of pain therapy, in addition to per-
forming many rare operations in the region. —KUNA

Dr Abdul Mohsen Al-Sahaf


