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Amir denounces heinous attack • 26 civilians injured 

Houthis strike Saudi airport, 
coalition vows to retaliate

RIYADH: A Yemeni rebel missile attack on an airport
in southwestern Saudi Arabia wounded 26 civilians yes-
terday, drawing promises of “stern action” from the
Saudi-led coalition fighting the rebels. Yemen’s Houthi
rebels, who have faced persistent coalition bombing
since March 2015 that has exacted a heavy civilian
death toll, have stepped up missile and drone attacks
across the border in recent weeks. Yesterday’s missile
strike hit the civil airport in the mountain resort of
Abha, which is a popular summer getaway for Saudis
seeking escape from the searing heat of Riyadh or
Jeddah.

Eight of the wounded were admitted to hospital,
coalition spokesman Turki Al-Malki said. The other 18
were discharged after receiving first aid, he added in a
statement carried by the official Saudi Press Agency.
The missile caused some damage to the airport’s
arrivals lounge and flights were disrupted for several
hours before returning to normal. At least one Indian
and a Yemeni were among three women wounded along
with two Saudi children, said Malki, adding the “terror-
ist attack” on a civilian target could be considered a
“war crime”. Malki said the coalition would “take stern
action” to deter the rebels and protect civilians. 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah strongly condemned the attack. This
heinous attack deliberately targets the lives of innocent
people and threatens Saudi Arabia’s security, showing
complete disregard for humanitarian principles, the
Amir wrote in a letter he sent to Saudi King Salman bin
Abdulaziz. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar messages to the Saudi king. 

Kuwait’s foreign ministry also strongly condemned
the attack. This despicable attack on Abha Airport not
only threatens Saudi Arabia’s security, but is also a dan-
gerous escalation in hostilities, the ministry said in a
statement, highlighting Kuwait’s steadfast support for
its larger neighbor. National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem also sent a cable to Saudi Shura
Council President Sheikh Abdullah Al-Sheikh, strongly
condemning the attack. Voicing full solidarity with the
Saudi people in face of such “heinous and terrorist”
acts, the top Kuwaiti lawmaker reaffirmed utmost sup-
port for whatever measures Saudi Arabia takes to
ensure its safety and stability. 

The attack was also condemned by the United Arab
Emirates and Yemen, whose information minister 
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KUWAIT: A KD 1 per ton toll to be paid by trucks
using Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway and Doha Link will
take effect starting July 16, Minister of Public Works
Jenan Boushehri said yesterday. The Public Authority for
Roads and Transportation (PART) has set regulations
for truckers in a bid to ensure safety of the causeway
and commuters, said Boushehri, also Minister of State
for Housing Affairs, in a press release, pointing out that
revenues expected will be allocated, in part, for the
bridge’s maintenance and operation costs, as well as
checks and supervision. 

According to the release, the weigh-in and toll collec-
tion processes will take place at stations before the trucks
enter the causeway, which will guarantee adequate traffic
flow. It added that truck drivers choosing not to pay

could use Road 80, then Road 801 to reach the northern
area. The mega bridge cost approximately $3 billion, as it
spans Kuwait Bay in two directions and comprises the
Main Link, which connects Kuwait City with the future
Silk City; and Doha Link, which connects Kuwait City
with Doha and the Entertainment City. — KUNA 

KD 1 per ton toll for 
trucks using  Jaber 
Causeway from July 16 

KUWAIT: A view of the Jaber Causeway is seen in this
May 1, 2019 photo. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Workers take shelter from the sun under a tree yesterday. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The unprecedented heat in
the country continues to rise, as temper-
atures exceeded 50 degrees Celsius
before the official start of summer. On
Tuesday, Kuwait recorded its highest
electricity consumption as the tempera-
ture hit more than 50 degrees Celsius, an
official at the ministry of electricity and
water announced. Kuwait’s electricity

consumption on Tuesday was 14,360
megawatts, up 3.5 percent compared
with the highest rate registered last year,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Electricity and Water Mohammad
Boushehri told KUNA. 

The rise in electricity consumption is
expected in summer due to rising tem-
peratures, which forces people to oper-
ate air conditioners in houses and other
facilities, he said. Boushehri also assured
that the record rise does not pose any
threat to Kuwait’s power grid, as it has an
overall capacity of up to 18,000
megawatts. Although Kuwait’s grid has a
surplus, he advised people to rationalize
their consumption of power.  — KUNA 

Power usage
hits record as
Kuwait sizzles

KUWAIT: The Philippine Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA), through the Philippine Embassy in
Kuwait, said in a statement it is closely coordinat-
ing with Kuwaiti authorities for the speedy arrest
of the suspect in a rape case involving a Filipina
household service worker in Kuwait. Embassy
Charge d’Affaires Mohd Noordin Lomondot said
Kuwaiti authorities have issued a warrant of arrest
against the suspect (F. N. H. A.), a 22-year-old
Kuwaiti police officer. 

He said the suspect assisted the victim during
her fingerprinting and registration at the airport
upon her arrival in Kuwait on June 4. It was alleged
that he later kidnapped and assaulted the victim.
Lomondot added the employer of the worker is
cooperating with the embassy and local authori-
ties. The Philippine government will exert all efforts
to ensure that justice is served, the statement
added. — Embassy statement 

Cop sought for 
raping newly 
arrived maid

COLOMBO: The Islamist extremists behind Sri
Lanka’s deadly Easter bombings received funding from
state intelligence services, a top Muslim leader told a
parliamentary investigation. The comments by Azath
Salley, who quit last week as governor of Western
Province, added to evidence of massive security failings
before the April 21 attacks that killed 258 people. The
bombings were led by Zahran Hashim, a radical who
broke from the Sri Lanka Thowheeth Jama’ath (SLTJ)
to form an extremist group, the National Thowheeth
Jama’ath (NTJ).

Salley told the Parliamentary Select Committee
(PSC) that he repeatedly told President Maithripala
Sirisena to take action against the group. “The defense
ministry paid the Thowheeth Jama’ath. The police
worked closely with the Thowheeth Jama’ath,” Salley
said, according to a transcript of his remarks. Salley
said the former government of Mahinda Rajapakse in
office until 2015 funded Thowheeth Jama’ath through
military intelligence, a practice continued by the new
administration.

Salley said that the funding was to spy on other
groups. Salley also said that a week before the attacks,
he met with top defense officials to warn them about
the activities of Islamist radicals and impending dan-
gers. “If the police had taken action on the information I
provided at the time, we would have been able to avoid
this disaster,” he said. The PSC has already heard from
several top defense and police officials that the authori-
ties failed to implement an effective security plan even
after receiving precise warnings of an impending
attack.
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Lanka bombers 
on govt payroll; 
church reopens

BANGALORE: Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) scientists work on the orbiter vehicle of 'Chandrayaan-
2', India's first moon lander and rover mission planned and developed by the ISRO yesterday. — AFP

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani meets Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe during a welcoming ceremony at Saadabad Palace yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe held talks with Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani in Tehran yes-
terday during a rare diplomatic mission
aimed at defusing tensions between the
Islamic republic and Tokyo’s ally
Washington. Abe, the first Japanese prime
minister to visit Iran in 41 years, was
received by Rouhani at the Sadabad presi-
dential palace where they began a closed-
door meeting, an AFP reporter said. He is
expected to meet Iran’s supreme leader Ali
Khamenei today morning.

Addressing a cabinet meeting ahead of

the visit, Rouhani said Iran’s leaders and
people were united in their view that “the
main culprit is America. Not a single indi-
vidual doubts it”. “The (US) pressure has
reached its full strength,” he told the cabi-
net. Tehran is locked in a bitter standoff
with Washington after US President
Donald Trump withdrew from a landmark
2015 nuclear deal in May last year.

Washington has since reimposed crip-
pling unilateral sanctions - which have
forced Japan to halt its once-substantial
purchases of Iranian oil - and launched a
military buildup in the Gulf. “Amid con-
cerns over growing tension in the Middle
East and with the attention of the interna-
tional community on the issue, Japan wish-
es to do its best towards peace and stabili-
ty in the region,” Abe told reporters before
leaving for Tehran. “Based on traditional
friendly ties between Japan and Iran, I 
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BANGALORE: India yesterday unveiled a spacecraft
which is expected to take off for the moon next month,
making the country only the fourth to achieve the feat.
The mission is India’s second to the moon, and if success-
ful it will put the nation in the league of the US, the former
Soviet Union and China. Named Chandrayaan-2, the craft
is made up of an orbiter, a lander and a rover developed
by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO).

It will be launched from Sriharikota space center on
July 15 and is expected to land near the lunar South
Pole on Sept 6. Once it touches down, the rover will
carry out experiments while being controlled remotely
by ISRO scientists. “It is going to be the most complex
mission ever undertaken by ISRO,” Chairman K Sivan
was quoted as saying by local media. “The aim is to use
space technology for the benefit of the common man.”

The Indian mission would be the third attempted
lunar landing this year after China’s successful 
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