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Hardik Pandya is a key man for 
India’s bid to win WCup: Srikkanth

‘Sandpapergate’ ghost follows Australia into World Cup
LONDON: Krishnamachari Srikkanth says Hardik
Pandya is a key man in India’s bid to win the World Cup
after the all-rounder’s “game-changing” innings against
Australia. Pandya 25, was moved up to fourth in the India
batting order at the Oval on Sunday and smashed 48
runs off 27 balls as India reached an imposing 352-8, a
total that proved beyond the defending champions.

“The key innings for me was Hardik Pandya,” said for-
mer India captain Srikkanth. “His knock made all the dif-
ference because it ensured India set 352 instead of 312.
“The rate he scored at added so much impetus and car-
ried India to a greater score. It was probably the game-
changing moment of the day.

“They promoted Pandya to four and that gave him
great confidence to take the game away from Australia.
They lost control when he was in the middle.” Srikkanth
said an in-form Pandya was a huge boost for India in a
tournament in which favourites England can call on sev-
eral all-rounders capable of turning the game in their
favour. “Pandya is a weapon Australia don’t have-an all-
rounder of the highest quality. England have a box of
them, while we have Pandya in what is probably the most
important position in the team,” he said.

“He did not take wickets but that did not matter, as
Jasprit Bumrah took three. He is at the top of his game
and loves it here. I expect him to end up with so many
wickets at the end of the tournament.” India, who beat
Australia by 36 runs, have won their first two group
matches to cement their billing as one of the leading
contenders to win the World Cup.

“You can’t deny it, this has been an absolutely fabu-
lous start for India,” Srikkanth said. “The batsmen are
scoring runs, the bowlers are taking wickets and we even
got two run-outs against Australia in a result that sug-
gests everything is right inside the camp.”

Next up for Virat Kohli’s side is a clash with 2015 run-

ners-up New Zealand at Trent Bridge on Thursday and
Srikkanth warned the Indians not to underestimate the
Black Caps’ powerful seam attack. “It’s now full steam
ahead to New Zealand and that will also be a very tough
match. I think New Zealand’s bowlers are a step up on
Australia’s and are likely to be a handful,” he said.
Sunday’s defeat by India not only broke Australia’s 10-
match winning streak but also confirmed that last year’s
ball-tampering scandal is not forgotten and has followed
the reigning champions to the World Cup in England.

The fiasco left devastation in its wake in Australia
where heads rolled, sponsors withdrew and the team
culture was flayed.

Steve Smith and David Warner, key protagonists in
the Cape Town scandal, served one-year bans, only
returning to international cricket at the World Cup.

However, the team looked scarred at the Oval, where
skipper Aaron Finch, elevated after Smith was stripped
of the captaincy, had to rebut suggestions of more ball-
tampering. Social media went into overdrive after video
footage showed spinner Adam Zampa putting his hand
into his pocket before rubbing the ball prior to bowling
the 24th over.

“I haven’t seen the photos, but I know that he has
hand warmers in his pocket,” Finch said after his team’s
first defeat in its third match at the tournament. “I hon-
estly haven’t seen them, so I can’t comment too much
on it. But I know for a fact that he has hand warmers
every game.”

A teary-eyed Smith had sought forgiveness for the
scandal that took place on his watch, but opposing fans
are clearly not ready to forget. Both Smith and Warner
have been jeered since they landed in England and the
former captain had a particularly tough time fielding near
the Oval’s Vauxhall End boundary when a section of the
predominantly Indian crowd started chanting “Cheater!

Cheater!”. India captain Virat Kohli gestured to the fans
to stop booing and later apologised to Smith for their
behaviour. Smith top-scored for Australia with a near
run-a-ball 69 but Warner’s 56, at a strike rate of just
66.66, nearly 30 below his ODI career average, suggest-
ed he was still carrying some scars.

Known for his explosive strokeplay, the former vice
captain, who had elbow surgery in January, has been
nearly unrecognisable in his three innings so far, playing

the role of accumulator rather than aggressor.
Finch confirmed Warner’s slow batting was not part of

any game plan, team or individual, but attributed it to
India’s tight bowling. “I think they bowled really well ear-
ly. They bowled nice and straight, back of the length,
where the ball was just skidding quite low to start with,”
he said.

“Their bowling plans were pretty simple but really
effective on a wicket like that.” — Agencies

LONDON: India’s Hardik Pandya fields a ball during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between
India and Australia at The Oval in London.  — AFP

TAUNTON: Veteran batsman Mohammad
Hafeez has urged his side to take the confidence
from their win over hosts England into their next
World Cup match against champions Australia.
The 38-year-old was Pakistan’s saviour in their
sensational 14-run win over England in
Nottingham, riding his luck on the way to a
match-turning 84 off 62 balls.

That helped Pakistan post a challenging total
of 348-8 and set up a confidence-boosting win
after they flopped badly in their opening seven-
wicket defeat by the West Indies. “I think all 10
teams are beatable,” Hafeez told AFP on Sunday.
“If you look at England they were playing top
cricket and people were thinking it would be hard
to beat them.”

Hafeez, speaking before Australia suffered a
36-run loss to India at the Oval on Sunday,
added: “But all teams are beatable ... if you talk
of our next opponent (Australia) they are also
playing very good cricket but they too can be
defeated.”

Pakistan, who face the title-holders at Taunton
on Wednesday, have a dismal recent record
against Australia-they’ve won just one of the last
14 one-day internationals between the teams dat-
ing back to October 2014.

Australia-who have won four of the last five
World Cups-completed a 5-0 whitewash of
Pakistan in the United Arab Emirates in March,
albeit Pakistan rested seven of their top players.

“Yes, we don’t have a very good record
against Australia because they play tough cricket
but every day is a new day,” said Hafeez.  “This is
a World Cup and we now have momentum after
our win over England.”

Pakistan were left to rue persistent rain in
Bristol on Friday, which led to a no-result
washout in their match against Sri Lanka with
both teams receiving a point. “Yes, that was frus-
trating but you cannot do much about the weath-
er and now we have moved on. But I am sure
when we play again we will put up the same
game that we played against England,” Hafeez
promised.

Hafeez said Pakistan’s remarkable turnaround
in their first two games-they were bowled out for
a paltry 105 by the West Indies in Nottingham-
was down to acknowledging their mistakes. “I
think we realised that we played a very bad game
and we gave confidence to each other and con-
vinced each other that we can win and that posi-
tive thinking helped bringing the change,” said
Hafeez, a veteran of 212 ODIs.

Their win over England, who defeated them 4-
0 shortly before the start of the World Cup, end-
ed Pakistan’s sequence of 11 consecutive defeats
since losing the fifth and final one-dayer against
South Africa in January.

“Yes, we had been losing but we were playing
good cricket,” Hafeez explained. “The best thing
about the England win was that everyone con-
tributed.  “Even Hasan Ali, who didn’t get a wicket,
but his last three overs were good and brought us
back,” said Hafeez of the medium-pacer who fin-
ished with 0-66 in 10 overs. “When you play like
that you get confidence and momentum.” — AFP

Pakistan have no 
need to fear 
Australia: Hafeez

LONDON: India captain Virat Kohli and Australia skip-
per Aaron Finch joined forces to condemn the “unfair”
bail controversy that threatens to ruin the ongoing
World Cup. Australia opener David Warner avoided
being bowled early in his side’s unsuccessful run-chase
at the Oval on Sunday when he deflected Jasprit
Bumrah’s delivery onto the wicket via his boot.

Not for the first time in this tournament, the ball
struck the stumps but failed to dislodge the bails,
meaning Warner earned an unexpected reprieve. It was
the fifth incident in the tournament of the ‘zing’ bails,
which contain lights that flash when the ball hits the
wicket, failing to come off when hit.  

In the West Indies’ game against Australia on
Thursday, Chris Gayle was saved when the bails stayed
on despite his stump being clipped by a 91 mph (146
kph) Mitchell Starc delivery. Other high-profile
instances included South Africa’s Quinton de Kock

being reprieved against England in the tournament’s
opening game and Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne sur-
viving against New Zealand.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) have
defended using the ‘zing’ bails’, claiming they are lighter
than the standard wooden ones normally used at all lev-
els of cricket. But Warner, who was on one at the time
of his escape, went on to score 56, and the issue is
becoming a huge talking point, with former England
captains Michael Vaughan and Nasser Hussain calling
on the ICC to do something about an issue which
threatens to turn a freak occurrence into a routine
event. Although India won the match by 36 runs,
Warner’s escape could have been a turning point and
Kohli made it clear the situation was unacceptable.
“Definitely. This is not something you expect at interna-
tional level,” he told reporters. “The technology is great.
It’s very precise when you make something happen
with the stumps.

“But you literally have to smash the stumps really
hard to knock them out. That’s me as a batsman saying
that. “These are fast bowlers, these are not medium-
pace bowlers.  “We checked and the stump was not
knocked in very hard so I don’t know what’s going on.
Is the stump too thick or too rigid? 

“No team will like to see that, if you bowl a good ball
and you don’t get a guy out. I haven’t seen that happen
so many times in the past.” Finch’s team were benefici-
aries of the latest bail incident, but that did not stop the

Australia captain from also voicing his concerns. 

BAIL BLAME 
Asked if it was wrong the bails could effectively

decide a major match, Finch said: “Yeah, I think so. We
were on the right end of it today, but I think going for-
ward it is a bit unfair at times. “It hit the stumps pretty
hard. It does seem to be happening more and more,
which is unfortunate.

“I’m not sure what they can do. I don’t know how
much lighter they can make the bails. “You would hate
to see something like that happen in a World Cup semi-
final or final when you have done the hard work to set
up the batsman.”

Finch had to defuse another potential controversy
after Australia spinner Adam Zampa faced allegations
of ball- tampering. Zampa was pictured during the
match putting his hand into his pocket and then rubbing
the ball several times.

The incident came just a year after Australia stars
Warner and Steve Smith, as well as team-mate
Cameron Bancroft were banned for their roles in a ball-
tampering scheme during a Test in South Africa.

On this occasion, Finch insisted Zampa was using
hand-warmers he had put in his pocket, as he appar-
ently does for every match. “I haven’t seen the photos,
so I can’t comment on them. I know for a fact he has
hand warmers in his pocket. He has them in every single
game he plays,” Finch said. — AFP

India, Australia 
captains call 
for action over 
‘unfair’ bails

LONDON: England’s Jos Buttler is “respond-
ing well” to treatment on a hip injury but the
star batsman still has to prove his fitness in
time for Friday’s World Cup match against the
West Indies. Buttler suffered a heavily bruised
right hip while hitting a six during England’s
106-run win over Bangladesh on Saturday.

The 28-year-old, one of the World Cup’s
most destructive batsmen, was visibly ham-
pered for the remainder of his innings of 64 in
Cardiff. Jonny Bairstow took over Buttler’s
wicket-keeping duties when he was unable to
come out for the Bangladesh run-chase.

“Jos sustained heavy bruising on his right
hip during the match against Bangladesh,” a
statement from the England and Wales Cricket
Board said yesterday.  “He is responding well
to treatment and will be reassessed later this
week.”

The England squad reconvene tomorrow
for two days of practice in Southampton, with
Buttler hoping to take part to show he is ready
for the hosts’ fourth group game against the
West Indies.

“We anticipate he will train with the rest
of the squad at the Hampshire Bowl on
Wednesday ahead of the match against West
Indies on Friday,” the statement said.
England captain Eoin Morgan suggested
after the Bangladesh match that there would
be no temptation to gamble with Buttler’s fit-
ness with so many matches still to play.

Tournament favourites England have won
two of their first three group matches as the
hosts bid to win the World Cup for the first
time. “We’ll use every day as much as we can
to try to get him back on the park, but if he is
a risk going into the next game, it might not be
worth it,” Morgan said. — AFP

England’s Buttler 
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after hip injury

SOUTHAMPTON: The World Cup
match between South Africa and
the West Indies was abandoned
yesterday after persistent heavy
rain in Southampton, with both
sides earning a point each.

Earlier, West Indies paceman
Sheldon Cottrell reduced Faf du
Plessis’s team to 29 for two before
rain stopped play. “Very disap-

pointing, but you can’t control the
weather. We didn’t get close to a
game,” Du Plessis said.

The West Indies are back in
Southampton on Friday to play
England and skipper Jason Holder
hopes all-rounder Andre Russell
will be fit to face the hosts after
miss ing Monday’s  game with a
knee injury.

“We are hoping he pul ls  up
alright. I guess it is a blessing this
game is over and we can look for-
ward to the game against England,”
Holder said. South Africa, desper-
ately needing a win after defeats in
their first three matches of the tour-
nament in England and Wales, lost
the toss and were put in to bat
under threatening skies. — AFP

S Africa v West Indies WCup match rained off

MUMBAI: Yuvraj Singh, India’s middle-over batting lynch-
pin in two World Cup triumphs, retired from international
cricket with immediate effect yesterday although he will
look to play on in Twenty20 leagues around the world.

The 37-year-old all-rounder, accompanied by his wife
and mother, told reporters of his decision at a city hotel
close to the Wankhede Stadium where India lifted their last
50-overs World Cup title in 2011.

“After almost 17 years of international cricket on and off,
I have decided to move on,” he said after being reduced to
tears by a video of the highlights of his career.

“Cricket has given me everything and that’s the reason
why I am standing here today. It’s been a love-hate relation-
ship with the sport in retrospect.”

Yuvraj, who played the last of his 304 one-day interna-
tionals two years ago, was a key cog in India’s World
Twenty20 triumph in 2007 and was player-of-the-tourna-
ment at the World Cup four years later.

In his heyday, Yuvraj was one of the cleanest strikers of
the ball in the game-as England’s Stuart Broad discovered
when he was bludgeoned for six sixes in one over during
the 2007 World Twenty20.

That was one of the highlights of his career, Yuvraj said,
along with scoring his first test century against Pakistan at
Lahore in 2004 and the 2011 World Cup triumph.

His lowest point, he added, came in the World Twenty20
final of 2014 when he scored 11 runs off 21 balls and was
widely blamed for India’s six-wicket loss to Sri Lanka in
Dhaka.

Yuvraj revealed that his first love had been roller-skating
and he only reluctantly played cricket because his father,
one-test bowler Yograj Singh, would not let him take up any
other sport.

“FUN CRICKET”
Part of the victorious Mumbai Indians squad in the

recently completed Indian Premier League, Yuvraj played in
only four matches during the 2019 campaign.

That would be his last foray in the IPL, he confirmed, but
he would seek release from the Indian board to play in oth-
er, lower profile, Twenty20 leagues.

“At this age I can manage some kind of fun cricket,” he
added.

“I am going to go and enjoy my life, it has been too
stressful just thinking about my international career, per-
forming in big tournaments like IPL.

“Hopefully I can just enjoy myself. Obviously with the
BCCI’s permission I would love to go and play this year.
Next year I don’t know.”

Yuvraj made an emotional return to the game in 2012
after a lengthy fight with a rare germ cell cancer in his lungs
and played the last of his 40 tests that same year. He scored
1,900 runs in the longest format of the game after making
his debut against New Zealand in 2003 with three hun-
dreds-all against Pakistan-and 11 half-centuries. —Reuters
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