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and they appeared to agree on little. “We had a seri-
ous, frank and rather long discussion,” Zarif said. Ahead
of their meeting, Maas acknowledged the economic
benefits Tehran hoped for from the deal were now
“more difficult to obtain” but urged Iran to fully respect
the deal. It was in Iran’s “political and strategic interest
to maintain this agreement and the dialogue with
Europe”, he said.

The nuclear deal, Maas said, is “extraordinarily
important” for Europe’s security and they “have made
the greatest effort to meet (their) commitments”. “We
will not work miracles. But we are doing all we can to
prevent a failure.” But Iran begged to differ. “What the
Europeans must do, and have done has so far, has not
satisfied” our interests, foreign ministry spokesman
Abbas Mousavi said. The US sanctions reimposed last
year targeted crucial parts of Iran’s economy, especially
the oil and banking sectors.

“The summary of Maas’ remarks: We are nothing
without America and are not capable of doing anything,
do not expect much from us,” Abdollah Ganji, the man-
aging director of ultra-conservative Javan daily, wrote
mockingly on Telegram after the ministers’ meeting. The
oil embargo has hurt Iran’s main supply of foreign rev-
enues, while the banking sanctions have scared away

foreign investors and made money transfers through
official channels nearly impossible for businesses.

Europe tried to respond to the US withdrawal by
setting up a special trade mechanism called INSTEX
that would allow legitimate trade with Iran to continue
without falling foul of US sanctions, but it has yet to
become operational. Iran has given Europe, China and
Russia until July “to make their commitments opera-
tional”. Otherwise Tehran said it would stop complying
with the nuclear deal’s uranium enrichment restrictions
and resume building a heavy-water reactor at Arak that
was shut down as part of the deal.

The Gulf has been tense for about a month over
increased strain between Iran and the United States on
one hand and the Islamic republic and US allies like
Saudi Arabia on the other. The tensions worsened after
the US military announced it was dispatching rein-
forcements to the Middle East in response to alleged
“Iranian threats” as well as the sabotage of four ships at
the entrance to the Gulf on May 12. Washington and
Riyadh have accused Tehran of being behind those
attacks, a charge it has dismissed as “laughable”.

An international investigation found a “state actor”
was likely to have been responsible for the attacks. The
UN’s International Atomic Energy Agency, said yester-
day it was “worried about increasing tensions” over
Iran’s nuclear program. IAEA chief Yukiya Amano also
said Iran’s “production rate (of uranium) is increasing”,
although he was unable to give an exact figure. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu referred to the
IAEA’s assessment in a statement later, saying his
country “will not allow Iran to develop nuclear
weapons that threaten our existence and endanger the
entire world”. — AFP
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India has the death penalty for the most brutal mur-
ders and terror attacks. The last execution happened in
2015 over bombings in Mumbai in 1993. The Kathua case
sparked two days of violent protests in Jammu and
demonstrations in several other places across India,
including in New Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore. The rul-
ing right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party also drew flak after

two of its members participated in rallies in support of the
accused. The protests were reminiscent of those that fol-
lowed the fatal gang rape of a Delhi student on a bus in
2012 that made headlines around the world. The Supreme
Court had shifted the Kathua trial to Punjab after the
girl’s family and their lawyer complained of death threats. 

Sexual violence, including against chi ldren,
remains unabated in India. Nearly 20,000 child rape
cases were reported in 2016, according to official
data, while a 2014 UN report said one in three rape
victims was a minor. Yesterday, hundreds of police
were on duty in Pathankot for the trial. Wary of new
protests, security was also heavy in Kathua town and
surrounding Muslim areas, although no incidents
were reported. — AFP 
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ISLAMABAD: Former Pakistani president Asif Ali
Zardari was arrested yesterday after his bail application
was rejected in connection with a high-profile money
laundering case that saw millions allegedly siphoned
out of the country. Zardari, husband of assassinated
former prime minister Benazir Bhutto, served as presi-
dent from 2008 until 2013 and has long been the sub-
ject of corruption allegations, and he is widely known in
Pakistan as “Mr Ten Percent”.

Small scuffles erupted between police and support-
ers of Zardari’s Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) outside
his family’s residence in Islamabad as he was taken into
custody. A senior PPP official confirmed the arrest. The
charges in the latest case center around allegations
Zardari laundered vast sums of money through suspect
bank accounts and companies. Last year, Pakistani
authorities discovered several accounts in the name of
poor people that had been flooded with cash, then sud-
denly emptied.

Pakistan’s Supreme Court established a commission
in September to investigate the scourge, finding that at
least US$400 million had passed through “thousands of
false accounts”. Zardari has repeatedly dismissed alle-
gations he had a hand in the scheme, calling the gov-
ernment an instrument of the powerful military and
labeling Prime Minister Imran Khan the army’s “blue-
eyed boy”. Never popular and always shrouded in con-
troversy, Zardari - who was once jailed for 11 years for
corruption - stepped down from the president’s office
in 2013. But he has continued to serve as co-chairman
of the opposition PPP.

The arrest comes as the economy continues to spiral
and discontent simmers in Pakistan following repeated
devaluations of the rupee, soaring inflation, and rising
utility prices. Khan, a longtime foe of Zardari, was
elected prime minister last year after running a heated
campaign vowing to crackdown on corruption. A for-
mer businessman and a polo-playing playboy in his
younger days, Zardari swept to power in 2008 follow-
ing a wave of sympathy following the killing of his wife,
Benazir, a two-time premier, by Islamist militants in a
suicide attack. Former prime minister Nawaz Sharif is
also currently behind bars, after being sentenced to
seven years in prison late last year on corruption
charges.  — Agencies 
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ISLAMABAD: Former Pakistani president and the co-chairperson of Pakistan People’s Party Asif Ali Zardari
arrives for his bail appeal at Islamabad High Court yesterday. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudanese rebel leader Yasir Arman said
yesterday he and two comrades had been forcibly
deported from Khartoum to Juba, on the second day of
a nationwide civil disobedience campaign by protesters.
The alleged deportations came as digital rights group
Netblocks reported “a near-total blackout” of internet
coverage in Sudan, while vehicles manned by heavily
armed units of the feared Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
patrolled Khartoum. Speaking to an AFP reporter at a
hotel after arriving in South Sudan’s capital Juba, Arman
said “I was deported against my will... I have not been
released; I have been deported from my country.”

Sudanese state television had earlier reported that
Arman - together with fellow leading rebels Ismail Jalab
and Mubarak Ardol - had been released from custody.
“I came together with comrade Ismail Khamis Jalab and
comrade Mubarak Ardol... I just want to confirm I have
been deported against my will,” said Arman in Juba,
adding he had been well received by South Sudanese
authorities. Arman said on Twitter he had been deported
by “military helicopter”. “I was not aware of where they
were taking me. I asked them many times,” Arman
added, alleging that he, Jalab and Ardol had been tied
up for their flight.

The three men had been detained after meeting
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed in Khartoum on
Friday for talks aimed at reviving negotiations between
Sudan’s rulers and protesters. Ahmed also met on Friday
with the head of Sudan’s military council Abdel Fattah
Burhan, “on mediation progress to bring peace and sta-
bility to Sudan”, Ahmed’s office tweeted yesterday
afternoon. “Their discussion highlighted the way for-
ward ... (and) both expressed hope that the current situ-
ation will be positivity remedied,” it added.

Arman had arrived in Khartoum in late May to take
part in talks with the military council that in April top-
pled longtime president Omar al-Bashir, after months of
protests against his 30-year-rule. But protesters
remained outside army headquarters in Khartoum to
demand the military council hand over to civilian rule,
until they were finally dispersed early last week in a
crackdown that left dozens dead.

Net outage deepens 
An AFP correspondent said landline internet connec-

tions were down across the city yesterday afternoon,
after mobile internet services were cut last week. The
military council announced that security forces on the
streets would be boosted after four people were killed
in clashes on Sunday - two in Khartoum and two in
Omdurman, just across the Nile river. Protesters had set
up roadblocks across many areas of the capital that the
ruling generals have vowed to remove in order to bring
“life to normal”.

Several shops, fuel stations and some branches of
private banks were open in Khartoum as the civil dis-
obedience campaign moved into a second day, an AFP
correspondent who toured the capital said. Public buses
were also ferrying passengers, while more vehicles and
people were seen on the capital’s streets than the previ-
ous day. But most parts of the capital and its key busi-
ness districts remained closed as shopkeepers, traders
and employees opted to remain indoors.

Those who ventured out said they had to earn their
livelihood. “If I work it does not mean that I don’t support
the revolution,” said bus driver Abdulmajid Mohamed. “I
have to work to support my family or else we will have no
money.” The generals have blamed protesters for a dete-
rioration in security in Khartoum and across the country.
“The Alliance for Freedom and Change (umbrella protest
movement) is fully responsible for recent unfortunate
incidents... including blocking roads which is violating
international humanitarian laws,” Lieutenant General
Jamaleddine Omar said on state television late Sunday. 

“The Military Council has decided to reinforce the
presence of armed forces, RSF and other regular forces
to help normal life return,” the council member said. The
RSF has been blamed by witnesses for the killings last
week during the clearing of the weeks-long sit-in. The
general said security forces would provide “security to
isolated civilians, reopen roads and facilitate the mobility
of people, public and private transport and protect mar-
kets and strategic state installations”.

Some residents called for the generals and protester
leaders to narrow their differences. “The two have to find

common ground because if the situation continues like
this, I’m worried we will lose our country,” said Issa
Omar, an employee at a workshop in Khartoum. The
death toll since the crackdown began on June 3 has
reached 118, according to a doctors committee linked to
the protesters who are pressing the military to hand over
power to a civilian administration.

The health ministry, for its part, says 61 people died

nationwide in last week’s crackdown, 49 of them from
“live ammunition” in Khartoum. The Central Committee
for Sudanese Doctors blamed forces supporting the rul-
ing generals for the deaths on Sunday. The Sudanese
Professionals Association, which first launched protests
against Bashir in December, has said the disobedience
campaign would continue until power is transferred to a
civilian government. — AFP 
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KHARTOUM: A man walks in front of closed shops in the Sudanese capital yesterday, the second day of a nation-
wide civil disobedience campaign called to pressure the ruling military into handing over power. — AFP 

BAMAKO, Mali: Nearly 100 people were killed in a grue-
some overnight attack on a village in central Mali, in the lat-
est violence to strike the fragile region, officials said yester-
day. There was no immediate claim of responsibility but the
massacre, targeting a village inhabited by the Dogon com-
munity, bore the hallmarks of tit-for-tat ethnic attacks that
have claimed hundreds of lives. It came less than three
months after nearly 160 members of the Fulani ethnic
group were slaughtered by a group identified as Dogon. 

“Right now we have 95 dead civilians. The bodies are
burned, we are continuing to look for others,” an official in
Koundou district, where the village of Sobane-Kou is locat-
ed, told AFP. The government, giving a provisional toll, said
95 people had been killed, 19 were missing, numerous farm
animals had been slaughtered and homes had been torched.
“Armed men, suspected to be terrorists, launched a murder-
ous attack on this peaceful village,” it said in a statement. 

A Malian security source at the site of the massacre said
“a Dogon village has been virtually wiped out”. A survivor
who gave his name as Amadou Togo said “about 50 heavily
armed men arrived on motorbikes and pickups”. “They first
surrounded the village and then attacked-anyone who tried
to escape was killed.

“Some people had their throats cut or were disembow-
elled, grain stores and cattle were torched. No-one was
spared - women, children, elderly people.” Togo added:
“We have counted 95 dead and 38 wounded, with about
20 listed as missing.” The local official said the village had a
population of about 300. An association of Dogon tradi-
tional hunters, called Dan Nan Ambassagou, deplored the
“barbaric and vile” attack which it described as tantamount
to genocide.

A brutal cycle of violence in central Mali, an ethnic
mosaic, began after a predominantly Fulani jihadist group

led by preacher Amadou Koufa emerged in 2015. It started
targeting the Bambara and Dogon ethnic groups, which in
turn started to form “self-defense groups” of their own. The
Fulani are primarily cattle breeders and traders, while the
Bambara and Dogon are traditionally sedentary farmers. 

On May 16, the UN peacekeeping mission in Mali
(MINUSMA) announced it had recorded “at least 488
deaths” in attacks on Fulanis in the central regions of
Mopti and Segou since Jan 2018. In the bloodiest raid,
about 160 Fulani villagers were slaughtered on March 23
at Ogossagou, near the border with Burkina Faso, by sus-
pected Dogon hunters. According to MINUSMA, armed
Fulanis had “caused 63 deaths” among civilians in the
Mopti region, also since January 2018.

“It’s a shock, a tragedy,” MINUSMA chief Mahamat
Saleh Annadif said of the latest bloodletting, noting that it
came at a time “when we are discussing the renewal of the
(MINUSMA) mandate.” There are currently about 14,700
troops and police deployed in Mali, which ranks as the
most dangerous UN mission, with 125 peacekeepers
killed in attacks since deployment in 2013. Donor coun-
tries to MINUSMA are to to meet at the UN on
Wednesday. A decision on renewing the force’s mandate
is expected by June 27.

Speaking at the UN headquarters in New York,
Annadif voiced regret that the Malian authorities had not
been present enough in the area to prevent such violence.
Just a week earlier, UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres had warned of a “high risk” of atrocities and
called on the government to strengthen its response to
extremist groups. “If these concerns are not addressed,
there is a high risk of further escalation that could lead to
the commission of atrocity crimes,” he wrote in a report to
the UN Security Council. 

In yesterday’s statement, the Malian government
expressed its condolences and said “every measure will
be taken to arrest and  punish those responsible for this
bloodshed”. “Reinforcements are currently deployed in
the sector and carrying out a wide-ranging search,” it
said in a statement. MINUSMA was established after rad-
ical Islamist and Tuareg militias seized the north of the
country in 2012. — AFP
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