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US actor Taylor Mac attends the 73rd Annual Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall on June 9, 2019 in New York City. — AFP  ( See story and pictures on page 20)

Taiwanese cycler and world traveller Jacky
Chen poses while lifting his bicycle on the
Mount of Olives overlooking the Old City of
Jerusalem and the Dome of the Rock yesterday.

Taiwanese cycler and world traveller Jacky
Chen poses with his bicycle in the Old City of
Jerusalem. — AFP photos

It was four years ago when Jacky Chen
embarked upon a challenge after quit-
ting his job as an electronics engineer:

riding his bicycle across the world. The
40-year-old Taiwanese man has now tra-
versed the Americas, Europe and parts of
the Middle East, sleeping in his tent or
finding places to rest his head through
apps like Couchsurfing. In recent days,
Chen has been in Jerusalem, taking in the
sights and plotting his next rides on his red
and black Merida Wolf 3 cycle.

“This is an adventure,” he said of his
reasons for setting out on the journey,
which has so far taken him to 64 countries
and across some 54,000 kilometers
(33,750 miles). He hopes to visit 100 coun-
tries and travel 100,000 kilometers before
he’s done and estimates it will take him

about another three years.
Speaking at Jerusalem’s Mount of

Olives, a panoramic view of the Dome of
the Rock and the Old City in the distance,
Chen said he prefers not to do much
research on places before his arrival so he
can have his own initial impressions.

“This city surprised me,” he said of
Jerusalem, holy to Christians, Muslims and
Jews and the epicenter of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, but which also has a
modern side and a population of nearly
900,000. “It is a big city but it is histori-
cal.” Some of the toughest moments he has
had so far involved travelling through
snowy weather, he said.  But in terms of
danger, Chen said he has experienced very
little apart from nerve-wracking moments
when cars and lorries pass too closely to
him on the road.

He began in the US state of Alaska, has
seen Machu Picchu and Paris, and now
heads to Jordan before crossing to Egypt
and cycling down the eastern side of the
African continent. He will then move on to
Asia to complete his odyssey.

Chen is by no means the first to set out
on such a trip. In 2017, Scottish adventurer
Mark Beaumont set a world record by
cycling around the globe in 79 days. But
Chen isn’t after a record, preferring adven-
ture over accolades. “The amazing thing is
always the people I meet,” he said, with the
words “I am Jacky. I come from Taiwan”
written on the back of his shirt. — AFP

Taiwanese cycler and world traveller Jacky
Chen poses with his bicycle on the Mount of
Olives overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem
and the Dome of the Rock.

When she began painting graffiti on
New York subway cars at the age of
15, Lady Pink stood out as one of very

few women in that illegal and dangerous sub-
culture. That was in 1979. Now, in her mid-50s,
this petite woman with long, dark hair and hail-
ing from the Amazon jungle in Ecuador has
been making an above-board living from her art
for decades and proudly declares herself a
businesswoman. She has been called the “First
Lady” of graffiti. “New York was ruined. There
was a lot of crime and corruption, and every-
thing looked terrible. We adolescents set out to
beautify the city,” Lady Pink-real name Sandra
Fabara-told AFP in an interview in the Bronx,
where she is painting a mural on the wall of
Casita Maria, a community center for young
Hispanics.

Whereas the teen-aged Fabara had to
dodge the authorities as she practiced her craft,
she now is being guarded by a policeman while
she paints, because an angry neighbor made a
death threat against her. Fabara was featured in
a classic film about graffiti, “Wild Style” (1982),
and is one of 21 street artists whose work
adorned-before being whitewashed in 2013 —
the outside of a factory-turned-canvas in the
Queens borough that was called 5Pointz.   A
court ruled last year that the artists should
receive $6.75 million in damages for the loss of
their work; New York law protects public art of
“recognized stature.” 

But the owner of the building, who eventual-
ly tore it down to build luxury condos, appealed
and there is still no final verdict. “The judicial
system has never been very fair with graffiti or
street artists. I do not expect it to be now,” said
Fabara.

Adventure by Night 
Lady Pink got into this kind of thing when

her first boyfriend, a graffiti artist, was arrested.
He was then sent to live with relatives in Puerto
Rico, which left Fabara heartbroken. She started
painting his name on the walls of her school,
and eventually his graffiti buddies took her in
and started teaching her technique. “I would
crawl out the window with a bag of paint and
go to the roughest neighborhoods of New York
in the middle of the night, all alone, to meet up
with my friends and go to an even worse neigh-
borhood where they park the trains. We would
go into the train tunnels and dark alleys where
God knows what awaits you,” Fabara said of the
period, from 1979 to 1985.

“It was the scariest and funnest thing I have

ever done. But you should not glorify graffiti. It
is extremely dangerous, and there are guys who
have died,” she said. She said it has become
even riskier since the terror attacks of
September 11, 2001. “For painting a subway car
you are more likely than anything to get shot in
the back. People will think you are a terrorist.”

Overnight fame 
Of her success, Fabara says she met the right

people at the right time. She began to exhibit
her work in galleries at the age of 16. She said
she was invited to parties with artists like Andy
Warhol, Keith Haring and Jean-Michel Basquiat,
and was included in books and movies. “There
was a lot of energy and chaos in the early 1980s
and graffiti had just come to the surface. It was
a whirlwind of activity. We were elevated to
celebrity status overnight.”

“It was an adventure, a kind of adolescent
wildness, and of course I still miss it,” said
Fabara. But with the passage of time and with
art as a profession, her work now “is more a
question of business and earning a living and
inspiring young people. That, too, is exciting
and fun for me.” “I am an artist, but above all I
am a businesswoman,” she said. Fabara no
longer lives in Queens, where she spent 36
years. She moved to a small, rural upstate
community after anti-vandalism police in 2013
raided her home for the second time and
seized paint, computers and books. “They did
not find any crime. Nothing,” she said. “New
York has become a police state. It is hostile to
artists.” — AFP

In this file photo New York’s graffiti iconic spot “5Pointz” stands defaced with white paint covering
most of the art work, after the building was painted white in New York.

Artist Lady Pink, “The first lady of graffiti,”
paints a mural at Casita Maria.

Artist Lady Pink, “The first lady of graffiti,” is
interviewed by AFP at Casita Maria in the Bronx
borough in New York. — AFP photos


