
Sport
Russia again in spotlight as IAAF 
wrestles with Semenya case

Chirinos delivers as Astros earn walk 
off win over Orioles in 11th innings

Brazil’s Marta goes in search of 
a crown in twilight of career2725 26

Established 1961 

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019

Australia’s Barty wins French Open 
PARIS: Ashleigh Barty, the Australian who ditched ten-
nis to play professional cricket for a year, smashed
Marketa Vondrousova for six yesterday to lift the French
Open crown at Roland Garros.

Boasting a bewildering array of shots and spins, the
eighth seed crushed her Czech teenage opponent 6-1 6-
3 to win her first Grand Slam title, and Australia’s first
French women’s singles crown in more than four
decades.

“It’s unbelievable... I played the perfect match today. I
am so proud of myself and my whole team... it has been a
crazy two weeks,” said Barty, the ninth different female
champion in the last 10 grand slams.

“This is a special place for Australian players... it has
been a magical two weeks.” 

Not since Margaret Court’s triumph in Paris in 1973
has an Australian won the Coupe Suzanne Lenglen but
this victory was in very little doubt from the moment the
final began.

In a match-up where guile and artistry always
trumped power, Barty was simply smarter throughout.

Producing angles so sharp they might have come with
a health warning, the 23-year-old carved apart

Vondrousova in the opening set, clinching it in half an
hour. While the match was no classic, those fans who had
taken a break after the conclusion of the Dominic Thiem-
Novak Djokovic men’s semi-final which had caused the
women’s final to run more than an hour late, missed some
of the more thoughtful tennis played on the Roland
Garros clay this past fortnight.

Vondrousova, who herself has bamboozled a succes-
sion of opponents here, repeatedly found herself out-
foxed by Barty, whose doubles excellence was always on
display with her net-play and cleverly angled serving.

Barty, who returned to tennis in 2016 after a success-
ful stint with the Brisbane Heat in Australian cricket’s
Women’s Big Bash League, took nary a backward step,
breaking instantly in the second set to deprive her 19-
year-old opponent any foothold. Cracking a stiff-armed,
two-handed backhand, in the manner of Jim Courier,
Barty was able to counter Vondrousova’s attempts to
pull her wide with her loopy left-handed backhand, and
the Czech rapidly ran out of ideas.

Vondrousova turned to ever riskier strategies-her
drop shots became finer, her drives more firmly struck-
and she earned a little breathing space, holding serve

three times after that early break.
But the irrevocable damage had been done and when

Barty slammed a short smash high into the stands it was
all over and she raised her arms in triumph.

The victory lacked drama but lifts Barty to number
two in the world-a feat last accomplished by an
Australian woman in 1976 by Evonne Goolagong. 

Earlier, Novak Djokovic’s dream of becoming just the
second man in history to hold all Grand Slam titles at the
same time twice was crushed by Dominic Thiem at
Roland Garros yesterday. Thiem downed the world num-
ber one 6-2, 3-6, 7-5, 5-7, 7-5 to set up a repeat of last
year’s final against 11-time winner and defending cham-
pion Rafael Nadal.

Djokovic, who was second best to Thiem when it
came to mastering the gloom, wind and damp of Paris,
was bidding to join Rod Laver in the Grand Slam history
books. However, it’s 25-year-old Austrian fourth seed
Thiem who goes on to face Nadal where he will be
buoyed by having defeated the 17-time major winner
four times on clay in his career.

He will also attempt to become just Austria’s second
Grand Slam men’s champion after Thomas Muster won in

Paris in 1995. Thiem did it the hard way, squandering a 4-
1 final set lead and two match points before he sealed his
place in the final.

“It was an amazing match. It was my first five-set
match at Roland Garros so it was a good one to have,”
said Thiem after the four hour 13-minute match which
was played over two days.

“To be in the semi-finals with the three best players of
all time (Nadal beat Roger Federer in the other semi on
Friday) is really amazing.” On the challenge of facing
Nadal, who has had a day more to recover, he added: “It
seems that anyone who gets to the final here plays Rafa.

“He will be the favourite but I hope to just leave it all
out on the court again and we will see.” The semi-final
had been controversially suspended overnight Friday
with Djokovic complaining about the ‘extreme wind’ in
the stadium.

When play was halted, with the top seed trailing 1-3
in the third set, there was still around two hours of day-
light remaining.

However, tournament organisers defended the deci-
sion after winds of up to 80km/h were forecast through-
out the evening in Paris. — Agencies

PARIS: Second-placed Czech Republic’s Marketa Vondrousova (L) and winner Australia’s Ashleigh Barty (C) pose with their trophies and with former tennis player Chris Evert (R) of the US at the end of the women’s singles final match on day
fourteen of The Roland Garros 2019 French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday. — AFP

Thiem ends Djokovic history bid, faces Nadal for Roland Garros title

Leonard, Raptors 
win Game 4, put 
Warriors on brink
OAKLAND: The veteran big man with a history of
overpowering opponents in the NBA postseason
returned to the forefront Friday night. But while Golden
State Warriors fans had hoped that might be their own
Kevin Durant in Game 4 of the NBA Finals, in fact it
turned out to be the opponent’s Serge Ibaka.

Ibaka relived his glory days with 20 points off the
bench to complement teammate Kawhi Leonard’s usual

brilliance in a 105-92 victory that lifted the Toronto
Raptors within one win of their first championship.

Leonard scored 17 of his game-high 36 points in a
decisive third quarter, and a scrambling Toronto
defense harassed Warriors star Stephen Curry into 2-
for-9 shooting on 3-pointers, delivering the two-time
defending champions a loss that puts them in a 3-1 hole
in the best-of-seven series.

The Raptors will go for Canada’s first NBA title at
home in Game 5 on Monday night. Only once in 34 tries
has a team overcome a 3-1 deficit to win the Finals-
when Cleveland did so to top Golden State in 2016.

“I don’t think it’s daunting at all,” Warriors coach
Steve Kerr insisted of his club’s second 3-1 postsea-
son deficit in their five-year run of making the
Finals. Golden State overcame the first by winning
three straight against Oklahoma City in the 2016
Western finals.

“We go to Toronto,” Kerr continued, “and this is
what we do for a living: We play basketball. So we look
forward to playing another basketball game in an excit-
ing atmosphere, and the ultimate test, the NBA Finals.
We look at it as a challenge. We’ll be ready to go.”

In winning for a third straight time in Oakland this
season, including once in the regular season, Toronto
rallied from an 11-point, first-quarter hole by outscoring
the Warriors 93-69 over the game’s final 37 minutes.
The Raptors’ biggest push came in the third period,
when they finally got their offense on track and added
37 points to their 42-point halftime total while taking
the lead for good.

“We had a big problem with the third quarter in
Game 2, so we had to make some adjustments there to
try to combat the way they come out of the half,”
Raptors coach Nick Nurse noted. “They have been his-
torically really good at that.”

It took just 46 seconds for Leonard to hit back-to-
back 3-pointers, erasing all the good the Warriors had
done in the first half and giving the Raptors their first
lead of the night. “Kawhi’s two big threes to start the
half really I thought changed the whole feel of every-
body,” Nurse said. “I just thought everybody was like,
‘OK, man, we know we are here, let’s go,’ and we just
kind of kept going.”

The Raptors’ pull-away began with an Ibaka 3-
pointer that broke a 61-all tie with four minutes remain-
ing in the third quarter. Toronto finished the period on
an 18-6 run, with Leonard (11) and Ibaka (seven) pro-
ducing all the points, propelling the Eastern Conference
champs into a 79-67 advantage.

“Once he gets into the series, which he did in Game
3, with the blocked shots and the rebounding and stuff,
he seems to stay in the series,” Nurse said of Ibaka. “He
was great tonight, man.” — Reuters


