
HOUSTON: Robinson Chirinos delivered a walk-off
double with two outs in the 11th inning, as the Houston
Astros rallied for a 4-3 victory over the Baltimore
Orioles in the opener of this three-game series Friday
at Minute Maid Park. Chirinos drilled a 3-2 fastball
from Branden Kline (1-3) into the left field corner,
scoring Yuli Gurriel from first base to complete the
comeback from an early three-run deficit. Josh
Reddick and Tony Kemp socked home runs in the fifth
inning for the Astros, with Kemp’s two-run shot tying
the game at 3-3. Left-hander Cionel Perez (1-0),
recalled from Triple-A Round Rock earlier Friday,
worked three perfect innings of relief for Houston.
Starter Gerrit Cole, who leads the majors with 130
strikeouts, recorded a season-high 14 in throwing 113
pitches. Orioles right-hander Gabriel Ynoa allowed
three runs on three hits and three walks with two
strikeouts in his third start of the season. Catcher
Chance Sisco hit his first home run of the season for
Baltimore.

RAYS 5, RED SOX 1
Yonny Chirinos threw a career-high eight shutout

innings, while Kevin Kiermaier homered and had four
RBIs as Tampa Bay beat host Boston. Chirinos (7-2)
was perfect through the first five innings before escap-
ing a bases-loaded jam in the sixth on his way to the
win. He gave up two hits, walked two, struck out six
and threw 101 pitches, another career high. Ji-Man
Choi drove in the other Rays run on a solo homer as
Tampa Bay won its third straight while ending Boston’s
winning streak at four games.

INDIANS 5, YANKEES 2
Carlos Santana belted a two-run homer in the sixth

inning, and Zach Plesac recorded his first major league
win as host Cleveland beat New York. Tyler Naquin
launched a solo homer, and Jason Kipnis answered an
0-for-20 skid with an RBI single among his two hits
and a sacrifice fly in the eighth inning for the Indians.
New York’s Domingo German (9-2), who was denied in
his bid to become the majors’ first 10-game winner,
allowed four runs on six hits in six innings. Aaron Hicks
homered for the second time in as many days for the
Yankees, who welcomed the return of Didi Gregorius
following Tommy John surgery in October.

ROCKIES 5, METS 1
Antonio Senzatela tossed six solid innings, and

Daniel Murphy continued tormenting his former team
by homering during an eventful eighth inning of
Colorado’s win over host New York. The Rockies have
won two straight and 10 of 12. The Mets, who began on
Friday a stretch of 28 consecutive games against teams
that currently possess winning records, had their two-
game winning streak snapped and have lost seven of
11. Murphy homered deep into the upper deck in right
in the eighth inning. Murphy, who played with the Mets

from 2008 through 2015, finished 2-for-4 and is now
batting .386 with 12 homers and 44 RBIs in 47 games
against the Mets.

PADRES 5, NATIONALS 4
Light-hitting Austin Hedges singled home Josh Naylor

with two out in the bottom of the ninth to give host San
Diego a win over Washington. Washington had taken a
4-3 lead in the top of the ninth when Brian Dozier dou-
bled and scored on a wild pitch by Padres reliever Adam
Warren. Eric Hosmer tripled off Washington closer Sean
Doolittle with one out in the bottom of the ninth and
scored on a two-out single by the left-handed-hitting
Naylor off the left-handed Doolittle. Naylor then stole
his first base in the majors and raced home on the first
walk-off hit of Hedges’ career. Naylor slid home on a
head-first slide as the throw from left fielder Juan Soto
was up the first-base line.

GIANTS 2, DODGERS 1
Kevin Pillar and Brandon Crawford drove in runs,

and left-hander Drew Pomeranz delivered five score-
less innings as San Francisco beat visiting Los Angeles
to become the first team to hand Clayton Kershaw a
loss in nearly 11 months. In what might have been one
last chance to remain in the starting rotation, Pomeranz
gave up just three hits with seven strikeouts and just
one walk as he lowered his ERA to 7.16 for the season.
Kershaw (5-1) gave up two runs on six hits over seven
innings in taking the loss for the first time since July 21
of last season. The Dodgers lost consecutive games for
the first time since April 23-24 at Chicago against the
Cubs. The Giants have defeated the Dodgers three
times in their last four meetings.

CUBS 3, CARDINALS 1
Cole Hamels allowed three hits over eight shutout

innings, and Javier Baez hit a two-run homer to lead
Chicago over visiting St. Louis. Hamels (5-2) walked
one and struck out 10, including the side in the eighth,
to end a stretch of three winless starts. He has allowed
only an unearned run and five hits over 15 innings in
back-to-back starts against St. Louis while striking out
14. Victor Caratini went 2-for-2 with a walk and an RBI
double, and Jason Heyward doubled and scored for
Chicago, which won for the fourth time in five games.

BREWERS 10, PIRATES 4
Ryan Braun hit a three-run homer, Brandon

Woodruff won his seventh straight decision and
Milwaukee beat visiting Pittsburgh. Braun hit his first
homer since May 14 for his 10th homer of the season,
making this the 12th season in which he has reached
double-digits in homers-breaking a tie with Hall of
Famer of Robin Yount for the most in team history.
Woodruff (8-1) allowed three runs on four hits in six
innings. He matched a career high with 10 strikeouts to
improve to 7-0 in his last 10 starts. The Brewers beat

the Pirates for the fourth time in five meetings this sea-
son and scored at least 10 runs for the third time in
those five games.

TWINS 6, TIGERS 3
Nelson Cruz hit the go-ahead homer, Mitch Garver

homered and drove in three runs, and Minnesota
topped host Detroit. Cruz has 18 career homers
against the Tigers. Garver hit his 10th homer, and C.J.
Cron blasted his 14th this season for the Twins. Marwin
Gonzalez added four hits and an RBI and Jorge
Polanco extended his on-base streak to 22 games with
two hits. Detroit starter Matthew Boyd gave up three
runs on nine hits in seven innings and struck out eight
with no walks. Miguel Cabrera had three hits and
scored a run, while Ronny Rodriguez contributed two
hits and an RBI.

A’S 5, RANGERS 3
Marcus Semien hit a two-run homer in the ninth

inning, his second of the game, to lift Oakland over
Texas in the opener of a four-game series in Arlington,
Texas. Semien also matched his career high with four
hits. He drove in four runs and scored three. Oakland
left-hander Brett Anderson allowed three runs and
eight hits in 6 1/3 innings, striking out five and walking
one. Rangers right-hander Lance Lynn limited the A’s
to two runs and six hits over six innings, striking out
eight and walking one. Delino DeShields had three hits,

Elvis Andrus and Nomar Mazara had two hits apiece
and Hunter Pence hit a solo home run for Texas.

PHILLIES 4, REDS 2
Jay Bruce homered and had two RBIs, J.T. Realmuto

added two hits and host Philadelphia opened a three-
game series with a win over Cincinnati. Phillies starter
Zach Eflin threw 6 1/3 innings and gave up four hits
and two runs, one earned. Eflin (6-5) struck out six and
walked four after missing his previous start with back
tightness. Hector Neris tossed a scoreless ninth for his
13th save in 13 opportunities as the Phillies have won
three in a row. Joey Votto contributed a home run and
had two hits for the Reds, who have dropped two
straight.

BRAVES 7, MARLINS 1
Mike Soroka pitched scoreless ball until the ninth

inning, as Freddie Freeman and Ronald Acuna Jr. each
homered to lead Atlanta over host Miami. Soroka (7-1),
a Rookie of the Year frontrunner, won his seventh
straight decision and is 2-0 against the Marlins this
year. Freeman has hit a homer in four of the six games
Atlanta has played this month. Jose Urena (4-7) took
the loss, allowing a season-high 11 hits to go with one
walk and six runs in three-plus innings. That snapped
streaks of three straight wins and five straight quality
starts and continued another trend: Urena is 2-8 in his
career against the Braves. — Reuters

India v Australia:
Three key World
Cup battles
LONDON: India and Australia clash in the standout
game of the World Cup so far today, with Virat
Kohli’s men desperate to lay down a marker against
the five-time champions.

In the past five editions of the tournament, India
are the only team to have denied the Australians the
trophy, on home soil in 2011. AFP Sport takes a look
at three key battles ahead of the match at the Oval.

KOHLI V STARC
Virat Kohli is the world’s top-ranked batsman in

one-day internationals and Tests while Mitchell Starc
is Australia’s left-arm pace spearhead.  Kohli was out
for just 18 in India’s opening game in Southampton
but averages more than 53 against Australia in ODIs.
Starc, who took five wickets in Australia’s win over
the West Indies, will be handed the responsibility of
taking early wickets, with Kohli the prized scalp.
“When he’s got his rhythm and his form is good, he’s
definitely the best around-I think that is without
question,” said former Australia captain Allan Border,
who led the team to their 1987 World Cup triumph.

WARNER V BUMRAH
Swashbuckling Australian opener David Warner

has returned from his ball-tampering ban in style.
After topping the run charts in the Indian Premier
League, Warner smashed an unbeaten 89 in
Australia’s opening World Cup win over Afghanistan.
But the left-handed batsman will be up against an
Indian paceman who tops the ODI bowling rankings,
with 87 wickets in 50 matches.  Bumrah set the tone

for India’s win against South Africa on Wednesday
with his two early strikes. South African opener
Hashim Amla called him “one hell of a bowler” after
the 25-year-old quick sent the veteran batsman
packing for six on a cloudy Southampton morning.

ZAMPA V CHAHAL
Adam Zampa is no Shane Warne but is expected

to be Australia’s key spin hope against India. Fifteen
of the leg-spinner’s 64 ODI wickets have come

against India since his debut in 2016 and variations
including the googly and the straight ball make up for
his lack of prodigious turn.  His Indian counterpart,
Yuzvendra Chahal, is seen as Kohli’s go-to spinner
along with spin partner Kuldeep Yadav.  Chahal
returned figures of 4-51 against South Africa and the
former chess player will be looking to plot Australia’s
downfall. “Chess has taught me patience and plan-
ning,” he said. “When you play chess you normally
plan 15 to 16 moves in advance.” —AFP
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Chirinos delivers as Astros earn walk 
off win over Orioles in 11th innings

HOUSTON:  Chance Sisco #15 of the Baltimore Orioles holds up the ball as home plate umpire John Tumpane
calls Yuli Gurriel #10 of the Houston Astros safe in the eleventh inning for the win at Minute Maid Park in
Houston, Texas. — AFP

Giants top Dodgers, end Kershaw’s win streak

Lloyd tells West Indies
to play ‘smart’ after
WCup frustration
LONDON: Clive Lloyd has warned the West Indies to
play “smart cricket” if they want to make an impact at the
World Cup. Lloyd, who captained the West Indies to vic-
tory at the 1975 and 1979 tournaments, saw the side
impress with a rout of Pakistan in their opening match,
but then let Australia off the hook as the holders beat
them by 15 runs.

The Windies had Australia in trouble, but some way-
ward bowling allowed Nathan Coulter-Nile to score 92
from 60 balls before Mitchell Starc’s five-wicket haul
clinched the win at Trent Bridge.

Lloyd believes the West Indies have the weapons to
make a strong run at the tournament, but the 74-year-
old called on them to show more cunning at key
moments. “The West Indies must start to play smart
cricket because they have two real big games coming
up against South Africa and England. Therefore they
have to be on top of their game as I’m sure they’d want
to qualify,” he said.

“They should have players who are able to win games,
especially when the pitch was quite placid and devoid of
bounce and movement during that stage of the
(Australia) game.” “I think on another day, with a better
analysis of the situation they could have won that game
and this would have given them the impetus to realise
that they were serious contenders to qualify for the latter
stages of this competition.”

Lloyd was especially frustrated that the West Indies
batting folded when they were apparently on course
for victory. Accusing them on playing too carelessly,
Lloyd said: “There is no reason why they should be
almost bowled out on a pitch like that at Trent Bridge,
but they tried to hit the aerial shots and started throw-
ing wickets away.

“The players have to realise that this is not Twenty20.
The batsmen need to turn those scores of 30 and 40 into
bigger scores and they must be aware that all these
teams have world-class bowlers at their disposal.”

Lloyd’s former side can get back on track tomorrow
when they face South Africa, who are in turmoil after losing
all three of their matches. “South Africa are up next and
while they haven’t performed to their ability, Windies have
to be aware of the job at hand as South Africa is in danger
of missing out on the top four if they lose,” Lloyd said.

“They now have to re-group, look at the mistakes they
made and rectify them so that they can return to their
winning ways. I’m still feeling positive about the West
Indies overall.” — AFP

LONDON: India’s Mahendra Singh Dhoni bats in the nets as he takes part in a training session at The Oval
in London, ahead of their match of the 2019 Cricket World Cup against Australia.  — AFP

Net bowler hit on 
head by Warner in 
World Cup practice
LONDON: Australia halted their practice session at
the Oval yesterday after opening batsman David
Warner hit a net bowler on the head with a powerful
drive. Warner was middling the ball in the nets ahead
of the World Cup match against India today and one
of his drives felled the paceman.

The batsman rushed to the aid of the bowler, who

lay flat on the practice pitch as his visibly concerned
team-mates stopped their session. The Australian
physio attended to the bowler, identified as Jaykishan
Plaha, who was taken off on a stretcher to a medical
room at the ground.

One of Plaha’s fellow net bowlers told AFP the
injured player was conscious and the session subse-
quently resumed. International Cricket Council venue
manager Michael Gibson told reporters: “The net
bowler has been taken to hospital as a precautionary
measure because it was a head injury.

“He was conscious and smiling as he was taken
off.” The Aaron Finch-led team, who have won both
of their games at the World Cup, are looking to
defend their crown. Finch said Warner was “shaken
up” by the incident.

“Dave is obviously pretty shaken up. The young
guy (Plaha) is in pretty good spirits at the moment.
He has obviously been taken to the hospital to be
assessed that everything is OK,” said Finch

“It was a pretty decent hit, so hopefully every-
thing goes well for the youngster and he is up and
running shortly.” On the issue of more protection on
grounds around the world for net bowlers, Finch said,
“It’s quite rare that somebody gets hit, it’s really
unfortunate. Our own medical staff and the para-
medics on the ground did a great job.”

Australian cricket was plunged into mourning in
2014 when Test batsman Phillip Hughes died after
being hit on the base of the skull during a domestic
match. Warner was playing in that match, between
New South Wales and South Australia. — AFP


