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tantamount to “US complicity with Israeli colonial
plans”. The establishment of a Palestinian state in territo-
ries, including the West Bank, that Israel occupied in the
Six-Day War of 1967, has been the focus of all past
Middle East peace plans. No firm date has yet been set
for the unveiling of the Trump administration’s plan
although a conference is to be held in Bahrain later this
month on its economic aspects.

The public comments made by administration officials
so far suggest the plan will lean heavily on substantial
financial support for the Palestinian economy, much of it
funded by the Gulf Arab states, in return for concessions
on territory and statehood. “The absolute last thing the
world needs is a failed Palestinian state between Israel
and Jordan,” Friedman said in the Times interview.
“Maybe they won’t take it, maybe it doesn’t meet their
minimums. We’re relying upon the fact that the right plan,
for the right time, will get the right reaction over time.”

Friedman, a staunch supporter of the Israeli settle-

ments, told the Times that the Trump plan was aimed at
improving the quality of life for Palestinians but would
fall well short of a “permanent resolution to the conflict”.
He said he did not believe the plan would trigger
Palestinian violence. But he said the United States would
coordinate closely with Arab ally Jordan, which could
face unrest among its large Palestinian population over a
plan perceived as overly favorable to Israel.

Publication of the plan looks set to be further delayed
after the Israeli parliament called a snap general election for
September, the second this year. The plan is regarded as
too sensitive to release during the campaign. During cam-
paigning for the first general election in April, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged to annex West Bank
Jewish settlements, a move long supported by nearly all
lawmakers in his alliance of right-wing and religious parties.

Earlier, in February, Netanyahu told lawmakers he had
been discussing with Washington a plan that would
effectively annex settlements. In a rare public show of
disunity between the close allies, the White House then
flatly denied any such discussion. Following persistent
expansion of the settlements by successive Netanyahu
governments, more than 600,000 Jewish settlers now
live in the West Bank, including annexed east Jerusalem,
among some three million Palestinians. The international
community regards the settlements as illegal and the
biggest obstacle to peace. — AFP 
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Merkel’s chief of staff was part of a chorus of criticism
of the invitation. Helge Braun, a CDU told the Bild newspa-
per then that it “makes one sad” that Ozil would make a
such a move despite having already been sharply criticized
by the German public over his first meeting with Erdogan. 

Ozil has dated Gulse since 2017 and the couple
announced their engagement in June 2018. The foot-

baller, a third-generation German, whipped up a politi-
cal storm when he was pictured alongside Erdogan last
May. Criticism intensified after the red-faced defend-
ing champions crashed out of the first round of the
World Cup in Russia. In the wake of the World Cup
fiasco, Ozil announced his resignation from the nation-
al squad, saying: “I am German when we win, an immi-
grant when we lose”.

Erdogan often attends marriages in Turkey of
celebrities, whom he particularly seeks out during elec-
tion campaigns. His presence at Ozil’s marriage comes
ahead of a mayoral election in Istanbul on June 23,
required after the original voting in March was annulled
following a narrow victory for the main opposition
Republican People’s Party. — AFP 
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Ethiopian premier flew to Khartoum on Friday and
held separate meetings with the two sides.

“The army, the people and political forces have to
act with courage and responsibility by taking quick
steps towards a democratic and consensual transitional
period,” Abiy said in a statement after the meetings.
“The army has to protect the security of the country
and its people and political forces have to think about
the future of the country.” 

But three members of an opposition delegation that
met the Ethiopian premier were later arrested, their
aides said yesterday. Opposition politician Mohamed
Esmat was detained Friday, while Ismail Jalab, a leader
of the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North (SPLM-N), was taken from his home overnight.
“A group of armed men came in vehicles at 3:00 am
(1:00 GMT) and took away Ismail Jalab... without giv-
ing any reason,” one of his aides, Rashid Anwar, told
AFP. He said SPLM-N spokesman Mubarak Ardol was
also detained. 

Esmat and Jalab are both leading members of the
Alliance for Freedom and Change, an umbrella of oppo-
sition parties and some rebel groups. The Alliance was
a key organizer of mass protests since December that
led to Bashir’s ouster. The arrests threaten to further
complicate efforts to reconcile the protest movement
and the generals. Following Monday’s brutal crack-
down, chances of a quick democratic transition appear
remote as protest leaders now insist that talks with the
generals can resume only under certain conditions.

“The Transitional Military Council has to admit the
crime it committed,” Omar Al-Digeir, a prominent
protest leader told reporters on Friday after meeting
Abiy. He called for all military forces to be removed
from streets across the country and demanded an inter-
national probe into “the massacre at the sit-in”. Digeir

said the military council should also restore access to
the Internet and allow public and media freedoms.

Britain’s ambassador to Khartoum Irfan Siddiq tweet-
ed that “in diplomacy, dialogue is everything and pre-
conditions for dialogue are generally not a good idea”.
But, he continued, “after what happened on 3 June,
these... conditions for returning to talks seem eminently
reasonable.” Since the crackdown, Khartoum residents
have mostly been sheltering indoors and the streets have
been deserted. RSF chief and deputy head of the military
council, Lieutenant General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo,
has warned he will not tolerate “any chaos”.

Some barricades remained in place, witnesses said
yesterday, but the protest site at military headquarters
was out of bounds. Troops and RSF paramilitaries sur-
rounded it from all sides to keep demonstrators at bay.
The protest slogans that once rang across Khartoum -
“freedom, peace, justice” and “civilian rule, civilian rule”
- were nowhere to be heard. — AFP 
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LOS ANGELES: Five men wrongfully convicted for
the 1989 rape of a New York jogger accused Donald
Trump on Friday of putting “a bounty on our heads,” as
a Netflix documentary sheds renewed light on their
ordeal. The “Central Park Five” case saw a group of
teens, four black and one Hispanic aged 14 to 16, falsely
accused of nearly killing a young white woman. It dom-
inated headlines 30 years ago, sharply exposing fraught
race relations in the US city.

President Trump, a real estate mogul at the time,
amplified public outrage by paying for full-page news-
paper ads calling for the death penalty. “When Donald
Trump took out that full page ad in New York city
newspapers calling for our execution, he placed a
bounty on our heads,” said one of the men, Yusef
Salaam. The names, phone numbers and addresses of
the accused were also published by newspapers at the
time, he said. “If you could imagine the horror of that ...
It was almost as if they were trying to get someone
from the darkest enclaves of society to come into our
homes, drag us from our beds and hang us from the
trees of Central Park.”

Despite dramatic holes in the case against them and
no DNA match from the crime scene, all five were con-
victed. They spent between six and 13 years in prison

before a serial rapist confessed that he alone had
attacked 28-year-old investment banker Trisha Meili.
But all five had already served their jail terms. “We
were just babies. The system ran over us,” said Salaam,
speaking Friday at an American Civil Liberties Union
event in Los Angeles honoring the five men.

The story of the case is the subject of a new Netflix
drama “When They See Us”, directed by “Selma” film-
maker Ava DuVernay. It depicts how the five
teenagers were picked up during a police sweep of
the area and interrogated at length, often without the
presence of an attorney or a parent. Meili, who was
ambushed during a night run and left for dead in the
park, gradually recovered but had no memory of the
attack, leaving police and prosecutors under intense
pressure to find the assailants.

The case was a crucible for tensions and fears at a
time when race relations were strained, a crack cocaine
epidemic ravaged poor communities, violent crime was
rampant and the gulf between rich and poor gaped
wide. The Netflix series has been praised by critics and
has reignited debate over the case, particularly among
those too young to remember the case. Actor Joshua
Jackson, who portrays one of the boys’ lawyers in the
show, said their treatment by the police, media and
public was a “scab that needs to be picked at” in the
age of Trump.

“One can’t call for the murder of children and
ever be forgiven for that ... It’s a beyond the pale
egregious thing for him to have done,” he said. “I
don’t think there’s any of the details of this (case)
that would be particularly - unfortunately - shocking
if you heard about them happening right now,”

Jackson added. In 2014, following a long legal battle,
the so-called “Central Park Five” received a $41 mil-
lion compensation settlement for their time behind
bars. “We were boys when we were sent to prison

and we were men when we came out,” said Salaam.
“We had to struggle to break the label that the
media gave us .”  He added:  “I ’m one of  the
Exonerated Five.” —  AFP 
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LOS ANGELES: Honorees (from left) Antron McCray, Raymond Santana, Yusef Salaam, Kevin Richardson and Korey
Wise appear on stage at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Southern California’s 25th annual awards
luncheon on Friday. — AFP

Indian youth fish at sunset on floating bamboo rafts along the Brahmaputra River in Guwahati in the Indian state of Assam yesterday. — AFP 

OMDOURMAN, Sudan: Shoppers walk yesterday
through the great market of Omdurman, Khartoum’s
twin city. — AFP 


