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GENEVA: The World Health Organization
expressed alarm Thursday at the lack of
progress on curbing sexually transmitted
diseases, while one of its experts warned
of complacency as dating apps are
spurring sexual activity. The UN health
agency said in a fresh report that every
day globally there were more than one mil-
lion new cases of treatable sexually trans-
mitted diseases (STD) or infections (STI).

WHO found that there were more than
376 million new cases of chlamydia, gon-
orrhea, trichomoniasis and syphilis regis-
tered around the world in 2016 — the lat-
est year for which data is available. That is
basically the same number as WHO
reported in its previous study, based on
data from 2012. A WHO expert on sexually
transmitted infections, Teodora Wi, sepa-
rately told journalists there were concerns
that condom use may be declining as peo-
ple have lost their fear of contracting HIV
in step with the emergence of available
and effective antiviral treatments.

People are “more complacent about pro-
tection,” she said, adding that this was dan-
gerous at a time when “sex is becoming
more accessible (through things like) dating

apps”. Peter Salama, WHO’s executive direc-
tor of Universal Health Coverage, said in a
statement that “we’re seeing a concerning
lack of progress in stopping the spread of
sexually transmitted infections worldwide”.
He called it “a wake-up call” for authorities
to ensure that everybody had access to
services to prevent and treat STIs.

WHO’s new report shows that in 2016,
some 127 million people between the ages
of 15 and 49 were infected with chlamydia
globally, while 87 million contracted gon-
orrhea, and 6.3 million contracted syphilis.
In addition, some 156 million were infected
with trichomoniasis — a parasital disease
commonly known as “trich”.

‘Hidden epidemic’ 
“On average, approximately one in 25

people globally have at least one of these
STIs,” the UN health agency said. But
since they seldom display symptoms early
on, people often do not know they have
been infected and need treatment, allow-
ing the diseases to continue to spread.
“We consider this a hidden epidemic, a
silent epidemic, a dangerous epidemic,”
Melanie Taylor, another WHO expert on

sexually transmitted infections and author
of the report, told a journalists in a confer-
ence call.

If left untreated, STIs can lead to seri-
ous and chronic conditions, including neu-
rological and cardiovascular disease,
infertility, stillbirths and increased risk of
contracting HIV. Syphilis alone caused
some 200,000 stillbirths and newborn
deaths in 2016, making one of the leading
cause of baby loss globally, second only to
malaria, Taylor said. STIs spread mainly
through unprotected sexual contact, but
some like chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis can also be transmitted during
pregnancy and childbirth.

Given the hidden nature of the epidem-
ic, WHO said it was important for people
who are sexually active to get screened
for STIs, and especially recommended that
pregnant women be systematically
screened for syphilis, as well as HIV.
Correct condom use was one of the most
effective methods for protecting against
STI transmission. WHO also stressed the
importance of comprehensive sexual edu-
cation and easy access to STI screening
as well as treatment. — AFP

NEW DELHI: The noxious air hanging over India’s
towns and cities kills more than 100,000 children
under five every year, a damning study published
Wednesday for World Environment Day found.
India has repeatedly failed to address environ-
mental concerns. Last year a UN report found 14
of the world’s 15 most polluted cities were Indian.

And despite calls to action against pollution
around the globe, Indian politicians mostly side-
stepped the issue in the last election. The State of
India’s Environment (SoE) Report found air pollu-
tion is responsible for 12.5 percent of all deaths in
the country — painting a bleak picture of the envi-
ronmental record of recent Indian governments.
Carried out by the Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE), the report also found 86 per-
cent of Indian water bodies were “critically pollut-
ed”. It added the country’s progress in renewable
energy was “dismal”. As of last month India had

280,000 electric vehicles, a fraction of the target of
15-16 million by 2020. India’s Greenhouse gas
emissions rose more than 20 percent between 2010
and 2014, while its natural gas and hydroelectric
plants were in a “shambles”, it continued. The
report found gas-based power plants are running
at 24 percent of their capacity, and hydropower
projects are running at just 19 percent.

“The country’s progress in renewable energy
in 2018-19 has also been dismal,” the CSE said.
“In wind, the country met only 6.3 per cent of the
target this year. In solar, it met 5.86 per cent.”
India also recorded a 56 percent rise in the num-
ber of industries creating hazardous waste
between 2009 and 2016-17, while the number of
grossly polluting industries soared 136 percent
between 2011 and 2018. 

India is projected to add 416 million town and
city dwellers to the world’s urban population by
2050. But Prime Minister Narendra Modi, recent-
ly re-elected in a campaign in which climate
change was barely mentioned, instead tweeted
appealing to people to “live in harmony with
nature” on World Environment Day. “We have
been brought up in a tradition, where nature is
equal to God. — AFP
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