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LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May stepped down as
leader of Britain’s governing Conservative Party on
Friday, formally triggering the race for a successor who
will try where she failed to deliver Brexit. May, who qui-
etly tendered her resignation in a private letter to the
party, will remain prime minister until a new leader is
chosen, likely in late July, but leaves Britain’s tortuous
departure from the European Union stalled.

Brexit is still scheduled for October 31 but while 11
contenders thrash it out over the leadership, the project
remains stuck, with the only divorce plan agreed with
Brussels having been repeatedly rejected by parliament.
“Following notification from the Prime Minister Theresa
May MP that she has resigned as leader of the
Conservative and Unionist Party, (we) are inviting nomi-
nations from those Conservative members of parliament
who wish to stand for election as the next party leader,”
the committee in charge of the contest said.

“(She) will remain as acting leader of the Conservative
and Unionist Party unti l  her successor has been
announced.” May took office after the shock 2016 refer-
endum vote to leave the EU and has spent the past three
years working on a departure plan, delaying Brexit twice
to try to get the deal through. But she finally acknowl-
edged defeat in a tearful resignation speech last month,
the culmination of months of political turmoil that had
slowly sapped her authority.

Eleven Conservative MPs have declared their intention

to stand to replace her, including former foreign minister
Boris Johnson, but some are expected to drop out before
the tomorrow 5:00pm (1600 GMT) deadline for nomina-
tions. The winner will have only a few months to decide
whether to try to salvage May’s plan, delay Brexit again -
or sever ties with Britain’s closest trading partner with no
agreement at all.

Brexit Party pressure
The government is under pressure from eurosceptic

figurehead Nigel Farage, who has called for a “no deal”
option and whose newly-formed Brexit Party comfortably
topped the European Parliament elections last month. His
single-issue party suffered a setback after narrowly
missing out on winning its first parliamentary seat, losing
to Labor in a by-election in the eastern city of
Peterborough on Thursday. 

But despite winning, Labor’s vote share fell by 17 per-
cent while the Conservatives’ vote plummeted by 25 per-
cent, highlighting the task facing May’s successor. Polling
guru John Curtice told the BBC that the result showed
Britain was now in a “different political world”.

Leadership contest frontrunner Johnson warned that
the centre-right Conservatives “must deliver Brexit by
October 31 or we risk Brexit Party votes delivering
Corbyn to No 10”, referring to leftist Labor leader
Jeremy Corbyn getting into Downing Street. Meanwhile
leadership rival Jeremy Hunt, the foreign minister, warned

that there was “no future for our party” until Britain
leaves the EU. May formally relinquished her leadership
in the private letter to her party on Friday.

She spent the day in her constituency west of London.
No official event took place and there was no statement
from her 10 Downing Street office. She put on a brave
face this week when hosting US President Donald Trump

for a state visit, before joining him and other world lead-
ers to mark 75 years since the D-Day landings. “She
remains prime minister for a good few weeks yet,” May’s
spokesman insisted, noting that any successor must meet
Queen Elizabeth II and assure the head of state that they
have the support of enough lawmakers to take over.

Johnson court victory
Johnson, a leading campaigner in the 2016 referendum

who quit the government last year over May’s plan, is
among several would-be candidates who say they are
willing to leave the EU without a deal if necessary.
Environment Secretary Michael Gove, another frontrun-
ner, is open to another Brexit delay, while Hunt has said
leaving with no deal is “political suicide”. Johnson
cleared one hurdle on Friday after the High Court
quashed a legal action brought by a citizen who accuses
him of misconduct in public office for making misleading
statements during the 2016 campaign about how much
money Britain sends to the EU.

Nominations for the Conservative leadership contest
open and close on Monday, and the 313 Conservative
MPs - including May - will hold the first of a series of
secret ballots on Thursday. With the worst performers
eliminated each time, the goal is to have two candidates
left by June 20. They will then be put to a ballot of an
estimated 100,000 party members. The contest should
be completed in the week commencing July 22. —AFP 
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Britain’s tortuous departure from EU stalled

BERLIN: With the popularity ratings of Angela
Merkel’s favored successor plunging and the centre-left
SPD in disarray, speculation is growing that Germany’s
next chancellor might hail from the Greens. The envi-
ronmental group recorded rocketing support in
European elections in late May, boosted by the youth-
led Fridays for Futures school strikes urging action
against global warming.

With an all-time high 20.5 percent of votes in
Germany, the Greens overtook Merkel’s junior coalition
partner, the Social Democratic Party, coming in second
place in the May 26 EU vote. Since then, several sur-
veys have put it neck and neck with Merkel’s centre-
right CDU-CSU alliance, with one even giving it a one
percentage point lead for the first time.

With the numbers suggesting that Germany’s high-
est office may be within reach for the Greens, the buzz
is not whether the party could fill the seat at the chan-
cellery but which of its two co-chiefs - Annalena
Baerbock or Robert Habeck - could seize the top job.
Habeck, 49, with his day-old stubble and broad smile,
has for months challenged Merkel as Germany’s most
popular politician. With momentum clearly on the side
of the Greens, Stern weekly magazine put the charis-
matic writer and politician on its cover and asked: “Our
next chancellor?”

Conservative daily Die Welt plumped for his col-
league, declaring in a page one commentary this week
that “the next chancellor is named Annalena Baerbock”.
“If the misery plaguing the CDU and SPD continues,
the Greens could end up installing the next chancellor,
and will for feminist reasons decide in favour of the
assertive Madame Baerbock,” predicted the newspa-
per. “She also understands the economy... At the
moment, she doesn’t need to offer more, given the sad
state of the competition.”

‘Dream team’ 
A mother-of-two, Baerbock, 38, has been described

by Spiegel magazine as “the boss” among the two
Greens co-leaders and the unifying force within the
party.  She once aspired to become a journalist but
after an internship with the Greens at the European
parliament, decided that politics was her future.

Credited with finding compromises on tough topics,
she has also been praised for ensuring that policy imple-
mented by regional Greens squares with the party’s
national line. But in public, it is Habeck who gets the
popstar welcomes. A father-of-four, the personable doc-
tor of philosophy is not shy about showing his sensitive
side. As a writer co-authoring books with his wife from
their home in the bucolic countryside by the Baltic coast,
Habeck admitted that he had a comfortable family life.

But he “started scolding stupid politicians” and final-
ly “pulled (himself) together, drove to a Green meeting
and came back as district chairman”. “Since then I’ve
been a politician through and through.” Although differ-
ent in style, the Greens leaders have been described as
a “dream team”. With attention now trained on them,
both have sought to deflect the limelight, saying that
“we don’t want to revolve around ourselves”. For now,
the pair can afford to hang back as their competitors
struggle to turn the situation around. Merkel’s CDU is
under pressure in eastern Germany, where the far-right
anti-migrant AfD is expected to make big strides in
three state elections in September and October. On a
national level, Merkel is also facing heat as Germany
fails to meet its own climate target. — AFP
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LEIPZIG: In this file photo, leaders of the German Green
party Robert Habeck (right) and Annalena Baerbock chat
on stage during the party’s congress in Leipzig. — AFP 

LONDON: Brexit Party leader Nigel Farage reacts as he
arrives to deliver a letter addressed to Britain’s Prime
Minister Theresa May outside 10 Downing Street in central
London. — AFP 

Ex-cop sentenced to 
12.5 years for killing 
of Australian woman
MINNEAPOLIS: A former Minneapolis police officer
was sentenced Friday to 12 years and six months in
prison for the fatal shooting of an unarmed Australian
woman who had been trying to report a crime.
Mohamed Noor, 33, was convicted in April of second-
degree manslaughter and third-degree murder in the
2017 death of Justine Damond, in a case that shocked
the Midwestern city and sparked outrage in the victim’s
home country. Noor was responding to her late-night
report of a possible sexual assault in an alley in
Minneapolis.

At sentencing Noor told the judge of his fear of an
ambush and then his horror over learning he had shot
an innocent woman. “That mistake is my hardship to
bear,” Noor told the judge, his voice breaking. “The act
may have been based on a miscalculation, but it was an
intentional act,” Hennepin County District Court Judge
Kathryn Quaintance said in handing down her sentence.

During the trial Noor testified that he shot Damond,
an Australian who had moved to the US, to protect his
partner, because he had feared an ambush when
responding to an emergency call she had made. But
prosecutors insisted the shooting was unreasonable and
contrary to police department training policy. Noor tar-

geted Damond from the passenger seat of the police
cruiser he was in with his partner, Matthew Harrity.

The 40-year-old victim had approached the cruiser
after calling 911 twice to report a possible rape in the
dark alley behind her home. No such assault was found
to have occurred. The shooting came at a time of
heightened tensions over officer-involved shootings in
the US. Shot in the abdomen, Damond died at the scene.
Her last words were: “I’m dying,” according to earlier
testimony from Justine’s fiance, Don Damond of
Minneapolis. He was out of town on business and with
her on the phone when she was slain. Justine Damond
had moved to the Midwestern city to marry him and
had planned to legally change her name from her maid-
en name, Ruszczyk.

Friday, Damond read a victim impact statement as if
he were speaking to the woman he’d known as his soul-
mate. “My beloved, my dear friend, my future-wife-to-
be,” he began, pausing to compose himself between
tears and jagged breaths. “How do I sum up the pain,
the trauma, of these last 23 months in this proceeding?”

“As your breath slipped away’ 
That day, on July 15, 2017, Damond said, was the last

time he felt a sense of happiness, of trust that every-
thing would be OK. “I miss you so much every day,
every moment,” he said, voice wavering. He had been on
the phone with her when she made her call, upon his
advice, and left to walk toward the police cruiser, bare-
foot in her pajamas. She told him she was going to talk
to the police, and then he heard her say, “I’m dying,” as
she fell to the ground. “I wish I could have held you as
your breath slipped away,” he said softly.

Damond’s parents had called for the maximum pun-
ishment for Noor, describing their daughter as an intel-
ligent, kind, and vivacious woman who died trying to
help someone else. Under Minnesota sentencing guide-
lines, second-degree manslaughter carries a penalty of
120-180 months, with the presumptive sentence of 150
months. The judge noted that third-degree murder calls
for a 150-month sentence, but given it is a lesser
offense, she did not impose a sentence for that crime. In
addition to his imprisonment, Noor is now banned from
using or possessing guns or explosives. He must pay a
$6,000 fine and restitution yet to be determined, and
provide a DNA sample. — AFP 

MINNEAPOLIS: Former police office Mohamed Noor listens to
victim impact statements during his sentencing hearing as
his lawyers Peter Wold and Thomas Plunkett look on at the
Hennepin County District Court on Friday. — AFP 

Theresa May: 
A legacy sunk 
by Brexit
LONDON: Theresa May had a mission to fight Britain’s
“burning injustices” through strong and stable leadership -
but her legacy as prime minister will be anything but. The
Conservative premier’s turbulent time in office was
swamped and ultimately sunk by her legacy-defining bat-
tle to secure a Brexit divorce deal. It eroded her authority
and led to her announce last month that would step down
as leader of her party on June 7. She will remain as
Britain’s prime minister until her successor takes over.

May won praise for her determination and ability to
survive a rolling three-year political crisis since the refer-
endum vote to leave the European Union. But her
approach to the Brexit endgame, refusing to accept MPs’
trenchant opposition to her deal before belatedly opening
ultimately futile negotiations with the Labor main opposi-
tion, left May politically adrift.

In a forlorn bid in March to appease the most ardent
eurosceptic MPs in her party, May, 62, offered to resign if
they finally approved her deal. But several dozen rebelled
anyway, consigning it to a third defeat in parliament and
leaving her premiership mortally weakened. She was
forced by her party to agree to set out a timetable for her
departure, but asked for time to give lawmakers a fourth
chance to vote on the agreement in early June. However,
her own MPs’ patience ran out and May was forced last
month to name the date of her departure, triggering the
fevered leadership race to replace her.

“She has failed,” said Simon Usherwood, from the
University of Surrey’s politics department. “There’s very little
to commend her. “She doesn’t really have a legacy”. May’s
last major act before starting the leadership contest was to
welcome US President Donald Trump, with whom she had an
up-and-down relationship, on a state visit to Britain.
Symbolic of May’s diminished authority, the US leader joked
with leadership candidates about who would replace her
while she stood beside him at a press conference. 

‘Goody two shoes’ 
The daughter of a Church of England vicar, May was

born on October 1, 1956 in Eastbourne - a seaside town in
southern England where her father was a chaplain at the
local hospital. She has described herself in interviews as a
“goody two shoes” whose Protestant faith defined her
upbringing. She listened to cricket matches on the radio
with her father and knew that she wanted to become a
politician when she was just 12. May studied geography
and met her husband Philip at Oxford University before
joining the Bank of England.

The two never had children and May devoted herself to
a life of public service that saw her become Conservative
Party chairwoman in 2002.  May made her first splash by
telling their annual conference to change the

Conservatives’ image as “the nasty party” if they wanted
to unseat then-popular Labor premier Tony Blair. But a
2010-16 stint as home secretary saw May adopt isolation-
ist rhetoric that included a vow to create “a really hostile
environment for illegal migration”.

‘Maybot’
She became prime minister in the aftermath of the 2016

Brexit referendum which swept away her predecessor
David Cameron. She took office pledging to fight the
“burning injustices” in British society, but made little head-
way as her entire premiership became dominated by the
Brexit drama. Despite having made a cautious case to stay
in the EU, May embraced the cause with the mantra
“Brexit means Brexit”. Her promise to leave the EU’s insti-
tutions and end free movement of workers delighted
eurosceptic MPs, but caused dismay among many pro-
Europeans. The splits in her Conservative Party became a
serious problem after a disastrous snap election in June
2017, when she lost her parliamentary majority.

May was forced to strike a deal for support with
Northern Ireland’s pro-Brexit Democratic Unionist Party,
and since then has struggled to keep her party and its
allies together. Naturally reserved and reliant on her hus-
band and a few close aides, she often says she is just qui-
etly “getting on with the job”. But in the 2017 election, the
leader struggled to engage with voters and was dubbed
the “Maybot” after churning out the same answers and
“strong and stable” soundbytes over and over again.

May was written off several times before announcing on
May 24 that she would step down. Columnist Matthew
Parris - a former Conservative MP - called her the “zombie
prime minister” for her ability to stagger on despite multiple
attacks. She survived a no-confidence vote, the resignations
of a string of high-profile Brexit supporters, notably former
foreign secretary Boris Johnson, and has endured constant
sniping from MPs on the sidelines.  But ultimately her closed
style of leadership and Brexit gridlock in parliament doomed
her premiership. “It’s hard to think of a Tory politician who
would have been the perfect PM in such circumstances,” Tim
Bale, politics professor at Queen Mary University of London
said. “But it’s just as hard to think of anyone who would have
been much worse than her.” — AFP

Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May

Marine vs Marion: 
Rivalry in far-right 
dynasty returns
PARIS: The rivalry between the two heirs to France’s far-
right Le Pen dynasty resurfaced on Friday, with Marine Le
Pen dismissing her niece Marion Marechal’s proposal for a
new rightwing coalition. Marechal, a popular lawmaker in
the former National Front (now known as the National
Rally or RN) until she stepped down in 2017 to found a
political college, has repeatedly spoken in favor of an
alliance between the right and far-right. 

During the recent European elections, she pointedly
held off calling on voters to back the National Rally (RN),
which came out on top with 23.31 percent of the vote. In a
LCI television interview last week, Marechal said she was
available to help unite the National Rally with the conser-
vative Republicans, one of the big losers of the European
polls, whose leader Laurent Wauquiez quit over the party’s
abysmal tally of 8.48 percent. 

Marechal appeared however to condition her continuing
support for the party on its readiness to form such an
alliance, even though the Republicans have so far baulked at
a tie-up with the far-right National Rally. “If the RN man-
ages to create alliances that allow it to win the (presidential)
election I will have no problem supporting it,” she said.

Far-right has ‘not peaked’ 
Le Pen, who has built up the National Rally into a major

force with a nationalist message with appeal on both the
far right and far left, said Friday she “regretted” Marechal’s
failure to endorse the party. Le Pen told BFM broadcaster
that her niece’s view that the far-right could not win power
in France by itself and needed a tie-up with the traditional
right, was “sad”. The new faultline in French politics, she
said, is not between left and right, but between nationalists
and “globalists” led by President Emmanuel Macron,
whose party came a close second to the RN in the
European election, two years after he beat Le Pen for the
French presidency.

“The new divide is blowing up the traditional parties. It
has blown up the Republicans, in the past it blew up the
Socialist Party and it is also blowing up the (hard-left)
France Unbowed,” Le Pen said. While Macron’s new, cen-
trist Republic On the Move party has been a big benefici-
ary of the realignment, taking votes both from the right
and left, Le Pen said her party also had the capacity to
grow further. “I don’t believe we’ve peaked. Far from it,”
she said, calling Marechal’s view “pessimistic”. The squab-
bles of the Le Pen family have repeatedly made the head-
lines in recent years. In 2015 Marine Le Pen threw her
father, far-right patriarch Jean-Marie Le Pen, out of the
anti-immigration, anti-EU party he founded in the 1970s
for repeating his view that the Holocaust was a mere
“detail” of World War II. — AFP


