
Netherlands’ clinic 
sees jump in foreign 
euthanasia requests 
THE HAGUE: The Netherlands’ only euthanasia clinic
says it has received a surge in calls from overseas from
people who want to end their lives, after a flurry of incor-
rect reports that it had helped a troubled teenager to die.
Since the wrongly reported story about 17-year-old Noa
Pothoven went viral, the Levenseindekliniek (End-of-life
clinic) in The Hague said it had received at least 25 foreign
requests for help. Pothoven - who published a book about
her mental struggles following a childhood rape - was in
fact not euthanized, but died on Sunday after refusing to
eat and drink, her family and the government have said.

Steven Pleiter, the Levenseindekliniek managing
director said it “was not aiming for euthanasia tourist
traffic” to the Netherlands. “That’s absolutely not what
we are aiming for and why we were set up,” he told
AFP in an interview.  “A person cannot just come to the
Netherlands to be euthanized. It’s not like you arrive on

Monday and you will have a euthanasia on Friday.” The
Netherlands is one of a handful of countries where
euthanasia is legal and by law all inhabitants older than
12 are entitled to ask for it — but have to first fulfill a
strict set of criteria.

‘End lives in a decent manner’ 
Pleiter said the Levenseindekliniek was not involved

in Pothoven’s death, but declined to comment on
Pothoven’s claim in a newspaper interview in December
that she had approached it to seek euthanasia or assist-
ed suicide, but had been turned down because she was
too young. “I feel very sorry for Noa Pothoven, who
found that she could not live any longer and could not
have the help that she was looking for and that she had
to end her life,” Pleiter said.

“Noa decided to end her life by stopping to eat and
drink. The Levenseindekliniek was not involved in pro-
viding euthanasia to Noa,” he said. “But that’s exactly
what drives us to help as many people as we can. We
try to help people end their lives in a decent manner,”
he said. Under Dutch laws legalizing euthanasia in
2002, children up to 16 need the permission of their
parents and guardians, while parents must be involved
in the process for children aged 16 and 17. From 18, any

Dutch citizen may ask for assisted suicide. 
In all cases, the patient must have “unbearable and

endless suffering” and adhere to a strict set of condi-
tions as set out by Dutch law. However, the false reports
about Pothoven sparked an international reaction - with
even Pope Francis tweeting on the subject of euthanasia
and assisted suicide - and turned the spotlight on the
Levenseindekliniek. “Usually we get one or two
requests per week from abroad about euthanasia,” the
Levenseindekliniek spokeswoman Elke Swart said.
“Yesterday (Thursday) there were 25.” 

‘Complex process’ 
Opening its doors in 2012 and based out of a stately

home in a leafy street, the Levenseindekliniek is the only
Dutch institution that deals with euthanasia. It says it
does not carry out euthanasia from its premises, but
instead relies on a network of 140 doctors and nurses
around the Netherlands who are qualified and willing to
carry it out. Reaching the eventual decision to be eutha-
nized “a complex process” involving exhaustive inter-
views with a potential patient and a physician, scanning
of medical records and making sure the process complies
to Dutch law. “In some situations that’s three interviews,
in other situations that’s 10 or 15,” said Pleiter. —AFP
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115 million married as kids

UNITED NATIONS: An estimated 115 million boys and
men worldwide were married as children, 23 million of
them before the age of 15, the UN children’s agency said
Friday in the first ever in-depth study of child grooms.
The Central African Republic has the highest prevalence
of child marriage among males, at 28 percent, followed
by Nicaragua at 19 percent and Madagascar at 13 per-
cent. Data from 82 countries showed that boys are being
married at high rates around the world, from sub-
Saharan Africa to Latin America, South Asia and East
Asia, and the Pacific. “Child grooms are forced to take on
adult responsibilities for which they may not be ready,
said UNICEF executive director Henrietta Fore.”Early
marriage brings early fatherhood, and with it added
pressure to provide for a family, cutting short education
and job opportunities.” — AFP 

Bosnian war-era grave 

SARAJEVO: The remains of 12 Muslims killed in Bosnia’s
brutal 1992-95 civil war have been found in a mass grave
on a mountain near Sarajevo, Fena news agency said yes-
terday. The war is thought to have left more than
100,000 people dead and over 7,000 people are still
missing. “According to the evidence, they were liquidated
while they were trying to go to the Free Territories,” or
areas under the control of the Bosnian army, Emza Fazlic,
the spokeswoman of the Bosnian Institute for Missing
Persons said. The bodies have been transferred from the
grave site at Mt Igman, west of Sarajevo, to the capital
for DNA tests and the results should be available in six
to eight weeks, she said. When the conflict ended, 31,500
people remained missing. The bodies of some 25,000
have since been exhumed from mass graves, but few
have been found in recent years. —AFP 

3.3 million flee Venezuela 

GENEVA: An estimated 3.3 million people have fled the
crisis in Venezuela since the start of 2016, including one
million who have left the country since November, the
United Nations said Friday.  “The pace of the outflow
from Venezuela has been staggering,” the UN refugee
agency (UNHCR) and International Organization for
Migration (IOM) said in a joint statement. Economically-
devastated Venezuela is suffering from shortages of food,
medicine and other essentials amid a power struggle
between President Nicolas Maduro and opposition
leader Juan Guaido, who has been recognized as interim
president by more than 50 countries including the United
States. American actress and UNHCR goodwill ambassa-
dor Angelina Jolie will travel this weekend to a Colombian
region on the Venezuela border “to assess the humanitari-
an response to exodus,” the agency said. —AFP

PARIS: Prospects for talks between authorities and
separatist movements to end escalating violence in
Cameroon’s English-speaking region are slim, a senior
human rights official said on Friday, dismissing asser-
tions by both sides to be open to dialogue. A separatist
insurgency broke out in 2017 following a government
crackdown on peaceful protests in the English-speak-
ing Northwest and Southwest, which complain of
being marginalized by
the French-speaking
majority.

Prime Minister Joseph
Ngute has said the gov-
ernment would be will-
ing to talk to the rebels,
but would not consider
their demand for seces-
sion - a position hardline
separatists have said
they will never accept.
Eleven movements rep-
resenting Anglophone
Cameroon, including the
main armed factions, last month said they were willing
to enter mediated discussions with the state.

But almost daily violence from both sides has inten-
sified, forcing thousands of civilians to seek refuge in
Cameroon’s French-speaking regions and neighboring
countries. “There is no desire for dialogue ... The abus-
es are coming from both sides and the civilians are
finding themselves in the middle,” Ilaria Allegrozzi,
Senior Central Africa Researcher at Human Rights
Watch, told reporters in Paris. “The position of the gov-

ernment is an almost complete denial ... and there is
total impunity for the violence.”

Allegrozzi said separatists were not in denial of the
scale of the crisis, but of human rights abuses by their
fighters. The oil, cocoa and timber-producing nation
was among western Africa’s most settled until a few
years ago. But the United Nations estimates that, since
2017, about 1,800 people have been killed and more

than 530,000 displaced
with 1.3 million in need.
Authorities have prom-
ised to act over accusa-
tions of rights violations
by security personnel.

Allegrozzi, who was
refused entry to the
country in May over her
research, said divisions
among armed separatist
groups could be an
obstacle to form a plat-
form to negotiate, an ele-
ment the government

was using to its advantage. She cited an International
Crisis Group report putting the number of separatists
fighters at about 2,000-4,000 fighters and there was
evidence that they were acquiring more sophisticated
weaponry.

The crisis has tended to slip beneath the internation-
al radar given President Paul Biya’s close cooperation
with Western states in the fight against Islamist militant
group Boko Haram in West and central Africa. But the
United States has become increasingly critical of the

government and the separatist crisis was discussed for
the first time at the UN Security Council last month.
Allegrozzi said the Anglophone population was

increasingly in tune with idea of independence. “There
is a growing feeling of support towards the separatists
and secession,” she said.  —Reuters
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CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico: Migrants from Cameroon use their cell phones as they relax at the Albergue
Para Migrantes El Buen Samaritano. —AFP

Iraq harvests go 
up in smoke, but 
who lit the fires?
KIRKUK: Resurgent jihadists, ethnic land disputes or
regular field burning? Iraq’s northern farmlands are on
fire, but the area’s complex patchwork of grievances
has made it hard to identify the culprits. Farmers in the
country’s breadbasket had been hoping for bumper
wheat and barley harvests in May and June, following
heavy winter rains. Instead, many saw their hopes
turned to ash. The Iraqi fire service says that in a single
month, 236 fires destroyed 5,183 hectares (more than
12,800 acres) of farmland - the equivalent of more than
7,000 football pitches.

The blazes hit four northern provinces, all of which had
been at least partly controlled by the Islamic State group
and have remained prey to the jihadists’ sleeper cells. IS
has continued to carry out hit-and-run attacks despite
losing its Iraqi foothold in late 2017 and its last Syrian
enclave just a few months ago. Indeed, the group was
quick to claim responsibility for the fires. In its weekly
online magazine al-Naba, it said its fighters had destroyed
“hundreds of hectares” owned by “apostates” in the
provinces of Kirkuk, Nineveh, Salahaddin and Diyala.

Officials in those areas told AFP they believed IS
was responsible for at least some of the fires. “IS fight-
ers set fire to the fields because the farmers refused to
pay them zakat,” said one police officer in Kirkuk,
referring to a tax imposed under Islamic law. “They
came by motorcycle, started the fires and also planted
explosives that would go off when residents or fire-
fighters got there,” he said. The mines have killed at

least five people and wounded 10 in Kirkuk province.

Burning questions 
But experts are reluctant to blame all of the fires on

pyro-jihadists. The extreme heat of northern Iraq,
where temperatures have been hitting 45 degrees
Celsius (113 Fahrenheit), has created tinder-dry condi-
tions in which a stray cigarette can easily set a field
alight. Farmers are also known to burn off vegetation in
fields left fallow to make the soil more fertile for future
seasons. And the longstanding tug-of-war over land in
northern Iraq likely plays a role, said security expert
Hisham Al-Hashemi.

“IS claimed dozens of fires, but the others were cer-
tainly the product of land disputes, most often among
tribes,” he said. Kirkuk, whose status is disputed by
federal government and autonomous Kurdish regional
administration, has witnessed periodic violence
between Arabs, Kurds and Turkmen. So has Nineveh,
which has seen 119 fires in recent weeks, 16 of them on
Thursday alone, according to its agricultural depart-
ment chief Duraid Hekmat. “There could be a variety of
reasons - it could be deliberate or just an act of God, it
could be negligence or personal disputes,” he said.
Nineveh was among the provinces hardest hit by IS,
which seized its capital Mosul as its headquarters in
2014 and slaughtered thousands of members of its
Yazidi religious minority. “We’re facing a huge shortage
of fire trucks. We have 50-55 vehicles but it’s not
enough for 1.5 million hectares,” said Zakaria Ahmad,
deputy head of Nineveh’s fire service.

Harvest hopes dashed 
The fires have been devastating for farmers banking

on a good harvest to pay off their debts. Around a third
of Iraqis rely on agriculture for their livelihoods, with
the government subsidizing seeds and guaranteeing to

buy part of the harvest. Kirkuk’s 200,000 hectares
produce an average 650,000 tons every year, accord-
ing to Burhan Assi, who heads the provincial council’s
agricultural service.  

“This year, thanks to the rains, we were expecting
around four tons per hectare, compared to just two last
year because of the drought,” he said. But most of that
has been destroyed in fires he called “the biggest, most
widespread we’ve ever seen”.  Raad Sami, who farms
land in southern Kirkuk, lost 90 hectares of wheat to
the fires, which he blamed on IS. 

“We had been waiting for the end of the season to
reap our harvest and sell it to pay back our debts,” he
said. “Right now, the government needs to compensate
us.” Youssef Ahmad, a Turkmen farmer, doesn’t know
who burned his fields. But he doesn’t much care. “Either
it was IS, people who want to seize our land, or the
result of a dispute between Baghdad and the Kurds,” he
said. “All together, they successfully destroyed Iraq’s
economy and agriculture. Because of them, we’re going
to have to import wheat.” —AFP

India spends big on 
Maldives security 
MALE: Indian leader Narendra Modi yesterday inaugurat-
ed a coastal radar system and military training centre in the
Maldives yesterday, as New Delhi seeks to fend off
Chinese influence in the strategically-placed nation. The
Maldives, a low-lying archipelago of more than a thousand
tiny coral islands south of the Indian subcontinent, strad-
dles the world’s busiest east-west maritime route.

India, the country’s traditional ally, had watched former
strongman leader Abdulla Yameen’s growing political and
financial reliance on Beijing with unease.  But Yameen’s
election loss last September has seen the new administra-
tion under President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih gravitate

back to the nation’s traditional benefactors in New Delhi.
Modi and Solih inaugurated the training facility yester-

day, officials said, adding that both projects cost New Delhi
$26 million. A joint statement said the two sides discussed
the need to maintain peace and security in the Indian
Ocean region. The leaders pledged to combat piracy, ter-
rorism, organized crime and trafficking through “coordinat-
ed patrolling and aerial surveillance, exchange of informa-
tion, and capacity building,” the statement said.

Modi is making his second trip to the Maldives in less
than seven months. The two-day visit is also Modi’s first
foreign visit since taking the oath of office for his second
term after an emphatic election win in May. Under Modi’s
leadership, India earlier this year granted a $800 million
line of credit to the Maldives, which remains heavily
indebted to Beijing. The Indian premier next travels to
neighboring Sri Lanka, where he will hold talks with politi-
cal leaders during a brief stopover. —AFP

NAJAF: Iraqis visit their relative’s grave in Najaf. —AFP

MALE: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center) inspects
the guard of honor during a welcome ceremony at Republic
Square in Maldives capital yesterday. —AFP

BARINAS: A Venezuelan family travels along a highway
between Barinas and Barquisimeto carrying extra jerry gas
cans in Barinas State.  —AFP


