
Goalkeeper turned rebel fighter dies

International
Indian MP accused 
of mosque bombing 
appears in court

Page 9

Could Germany’s next chancellor be ‘Green’? 
Page 8

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019

BINNISH, Syria: A child watches as a local artist works on a mural painting showing the late Syrian rebel fighter Abdel-Basset Al-Sarout in the town of Binnish in the jihadist-held northern Idlib province yesterday.  —AFP

Syria flare-up kills over 100 fighters

Two women attacked 
‘for refusing to kiss’
LONDON: Two women were punched and robbed in what
police on Friday called a disgusting homophobic assault on a
London bus, after one of the victims said their attackers tried
to force them to kiss each other. The incident took place in
the early hours of May 30 after the women, in their 20s,
boarded a night bus in West Hampstead.

“As they sat on the top deck, they were approached by a
group of four males who began to make lewd and homopho-
bic comments to them,” a police statement said. “The women
were then attacked and punched several times before the
males ran off the bus. A phone and bag were stolen during
the assault.” Both women were treated in hospital for facial
injuries. Four men aged 15 to 18 have been arrested, police
said later, and they were looking for other suspects.

Melania Geymonat, 28, told BBC radio the men began
harassing them when they discovered she and her girlfriend
Chris were a couple. “They surrounded us and started say-
ing really aggressive stuff, things about sexual positions, les-
bians and claiming we could kiss so they could watch us,”
she said. “To ease the situation I tried to make some jokes,
like Chris wasn’t understanding because she didn’t speak
English. She even acted as if she was sick... but they started
throwing coins. The next thing I know Chris is in the middle
of the bus and they are punching her.

“So I immediately went there by impulse and tried to pull
her out of there and they started punching me. I was really
bleeding.” Detective Superintendent Andy Cox said: “This
was a disgusting attack on two women who appear to have
been picked out and targeted by a group of youths. “The
suspects have made a number of homophobic comments
towards the couple before throwing coins at them,” he
added in a statement. “When the women tried to reason with
the group, the attack escalated to an assault.” —Reuters

Heatstroke kills 
monkeys as India 
suffers in searing 
temperatures
NEW DELHI: A troop of monkeys died from suspected
heatstroke in India as scorching temperatures that have
lasted more than a week take a mounting toll on humans
and animals, media reports said yesterday. Vast swathes of
the country have been sweltering in temperatures that
have risen to over 50 degrees Celsius (122 Fahrenheit) in
Rajasthan state.

The monkeys died in Joshi Baba forest range in Madhya
Pradesh state where the thermometer reached 46 Celsius
(114 Fahrenheit). District forest officer P N Mishra said the
primates were believed to have fought with a rival troop
over access to a water source. “This is rare and strange as
herbivores don’t indulge in such conflicts,” Mishra told
NDTV network.

“We’re probing all possibilities, including the possibility
of conflict between groups of monkeys for water... which
led to the death of 15 monkeys from a 30-35-strong group
of monkeys living in the caves,” Mishra was quoted as say-
ing.  “Certain groups of monkeys which are large in num-
ber and dominate that particular part may have scared
away the smaller group of monkeys from the water,”
Mishra said.

An autopsy said heatstroke likely caused the deaths.
Tigers have also been reported to be moving out of forest
reserves into villages in search of water, causing alerts.

Temperatures touched 50.3 degrees Celsius in the
Rajasthan town of Churu last week, just shy of India’s
record of 51 degrees. The heatwave has exposed falling

water levels in underground reservoirs and there have
been a number of human deaths reported. In Jharkhand
state, a man stabbed six others after he was stopped from
filling extra water barrels at a public tank, media reported
yesterday. On Friday, a 33-year-old man died after a simi-
lar fight in Tamil Nadu state.

The Indian peninsula has seen a drastic change in rain-
fall patterns over the past decade, marked by frequent

droughts, floods and sudden storms. In Uttar Pradesh
state, 26 people died after freak dust storms, rain and
lightning hit the northern plains on Thursday, officials said.
Kerala in the south got some respite from heat yesterday
after annual monsoon rains arrived, more than a week later
than expected. Farmers across South Asia depend rely on
the four-month monsoon season due to a lack of alterna-
tive sources of irrigation. —AFP

BEIRUT: A Syrian goalkeeper turner rebel fighter who
starred in an award-winning documentary died yester-
day of wounds sustained fighting regime forces in north-
western Syria, his faction and a war monitor said. Abdel-
Basset Al-Sarout, 27, was a goalkeeper from the central
city of Homs, who became its most popular singer of
protest songs after the Syrian uprising broke out in
March 2011.

Following a brutal government crackdown on peace-
ful protests, he took up arms against the forces of
President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. Sarout starred in
the documentary “Return to Homs” by Syrian director
Talal Derki, which tracked his evolution from protest
leader to fighter, and won a top prize at the Sundance
film festival in 2014.

Jameel Al-Saleh, the commander of the rebel faction
Jaish Al-Izza, announced Sarout’s death in a message on
Twitter, describing him as a “martyr” who died “fighting
for the sake of God”. The message was accompanied by
a video showing Sarout singing “We will be back,
Homs”. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said
Sarout was wounded in clashes in the northern Hama
countryside in the night of Thursday to Friday while
fighting in the ranks of Jaish Al-Izza.  

“He died of his wounds yesterday,” the head of the
Britain-based Observatory, Rami Abdel Rahman, said.
Sarout was evacuated from Homs in 2014 under a sur-
render deal with the regime to end a two-year siege of
its historical centre, according to the Observatory. His
father and four of his siblings were killed during bom-
bardment and clashes in Homs, it said.

‘Goalkeeper, bard’ and fighter 
Yesterday, Syrian activists and opposition figures took

to Twitter to mourn the loss of the footballer turned fight-
er. “The goalkeeper of freedom, the icon of Homs, the bard
of the squares, the unforgettable sound of the Syrian revo-
lution has been martyred,” researcher and opposition sup-
porter Ahmad Abazeed said. Hadi al-Bahra, a member of
the opposition Syrian Negotiations Commission, posted:
“Sarout will remain alive.” “He died hoping to realise the
dreams of Syrians,” he added.

Sarout was wounded in the
push to take the village of Tal
Maleh from regime forces, the
Observatory said. The village lies
on the southwestern edge of the
Idlib region, which is dominated
by an alliance led by Syria’s for-
mer Al-Qaeda affiliate Hayat
Tahrir Al-Sham (HTS). Almost
half of the region’s three million
residents have been displaced
from other parts of the war-torn
country, including after deals to
return government control to those areas. Late Thursday,
HTS and rebel allies launched a counterattack against gov-
ernment forces in the north of Hama province, after weeks of
deadly regime bombardment on the Idlib region.

100 fighters killed 
Meanwhile, fierce clashes between Russia-backed

government forces and jihadists have killed more than

100 combatants in northwestern Syria in the past 24
hours, a war monitor said. The clashes on the edge of
the jihadist-controlled Idlib region have killed at least
53 government loyalists along with 48 jihadists and
Islamist fighters since Thursday, the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said. The region
of some three million people - almost half of them dis-
placed from other parts of the country-is dominated by
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham alliance led by Al-Qaeda’s for-
mer Syrian affiliate.

The alliance administers a
region that spans most of Idlib
province as well as adjacent
sl ivers of the neighboring
Latakia, Aleppo, and Hama
provinces. The region has seen
a spike in bombardment since
late April, with regime forces
seizing several towns on the
region’s southwestern flank.
Late Thursday, the jihadists
and allied rebels launched a
counterattack against regime

forces in the northwest of Hama province.
They have since seized the villages of Tal Maleh and

Jibeen amid heavy clashes and airstrikes by regime and
Russian forces, the Observatory said. The area saw “the
fiercest fighting since the start of the escalation in late
April,” Observatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman said. The
fighting is raging near Christian and Alawite areas under
regime control, he said. State news agency SANA said

army units in northern Hama had “responded with force
to attacking terrorist groups... and took back a number
of positions”.

In the Idl ib province, two children were ki l led
overnight - one in regime rocket fire in the village of
Frike and another in an airstrike in the town of Khan
Sheikhun, the Observatory said. The jihadists who took
part in the counterattack include some from the Al-
Qaeda-linked Hurras Al-Deen and Turkistan Islamic
Party. Idlib is supposed to be protected from a massive
regime offensive by a September buffer zone deal signed
between regime ally Russia and rebel backer Turkey.

But it was never fully implemented, as jihadists
refused to withdraw from the planned demilitarized
zone. The government and Russia have upped their bom-
bardment of the region since late April, killing more than
300 civilians, according to the Observatory. The United
Nations say more than 270,000 people have fled their
homes. A total of 24 health facilities and 35 schools have
been hit in the latest escalation, according to the UN’s
humanitarian office.

Analysts predict that Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and his allies will continue to chip away at the
area, but not unleash a major assault that would create
chaos on Turkey’s doorstep. Eight years into Syria’s
civil war, two regions largely remain beyond regime
control: a large northeastern swathe held by the coun-
try’s Kurds, and Idlib. The war, which started in 2011
with the brutal repression of anti-government demon-
strations, has killed more than 370,000 people and dis-
placed millions. —Agencies
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GUJARAT: Indian migrant shepherd Ranabhai, from Vaundh village of Kutch, kneels down amongst his dead Sheep at a field
in Ranagadh village of Surendranagar district, some 85 kms from Ahmedabad. —AFP


