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Two summits of the leaders of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
and leaders of Arab countries and the

14th OIC summit were recent ly held in
Makkah. HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah called on the GCC coun-
tries to achieve the hopes of their people,
overcome all obstacles and put an end to the
dispute that has afflicted them and damaged
their interests.

Bahrain’s foreign minister said these sum-
mits had achieved its objectives and brought
constructive results that reflect the positions
of Arab and Islamic countries and their com-
mon will to continue their efforts to overcome
all the challenges surrounding them that aim
at undermining national security and hinder-
ing development .

I think the Qatari prime minister attending
a major summit in Makkah is a sign of a pos-
sible breakthrough in relations between Qatar
and Saudi Arabia, with the support of the
United States. But this may take more time, as
the Qatari delegation to the Arab League later
sent a letter to the General Secretariat of the
League announcing Qatar’s reservations and
rejection of the statement of the emergency
Arab summit. However, I think that Qatar’s
participation in this meeting means that the
doors are not completely closed.

Money alone does not protect a country. I
remembered this statement in light of the ten-
sions that surround the region and between
the GCC countries. Because I am a peace
advocate and look to the future, I am writing
in this article on what I see is important for
the economic future of our countries, known
as the oil states. I think it is unreasonable for
the economy to grow without having viable
military and economic unity among brothers.

Therefore, the establishment of a process
of military and economic balance is important
among the countr ies of  the region with
regards to their economy and the ability to
protect their wealth for future generations.
Therefore, I believe that building a large Gulf
army has become an urgent and great neces-
sity and not just  an option for the Gulf
Cooperation Council, because the presence of
a unified Gulf army will form a high wall that
protects the Gulf and guarantees a secure
future for economic aspirations. A unified Gulf
army should build a strong and unified econo-
my for the Gulf states.

It is known the economy is the cornerstone
of any regional unity. The economic horse is
dragging the political cart, and not the oppo-
site. The countries of the region live under
constant threat, making them constantly in
need of external guardians, which not only
affects wealth development, but also depends
on the “guardian’s” external interests.

In theory, if the armies of the Gulf states
had deployed 30 years ago when Saddam
Hussein invaded Kuwait within hours, for
example, the damage wouldn’t have occurred;
until today, to find a comprehensive and last-
ing solution to the Yemen crisis that protects
the Yemenis and their neighbors too.

However, the reality is that the Gulf states
have not established a solid unified entity that
protects them from internal political fluctua-
tions, and for this simple and fundamental
reason, Gulf unity would be a wall against any
external security emergency. 

Kuwait’s participation in these summits was
at the highest level of representation - by HH
the Amir - to address all the challenges facing
the region in light of the dangerous develop-
ments in the region, maintain security and sta-
bility in the region, secure its maritime navi-
gation and ensure the flow of energy supplies
to the world.

Kuwait is making mediation efforts to bring
peace to the region and among brothers. I
believe that true unity is the unity of the com-
mon economy, protected by a strong Gulf
army and reinforced by the political will of all
states. Otherwise, calls and aspirations for
unity and peace will remain good wishes at
annual meetings.

The need for a
unified Gulf army 
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local spotlight

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s Director General Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad and other KFSD officials pose with firefighters during
a visit to a fire station.

KUWAIT: Firefighers battle a blaze reported in Naseem. Paint buckets stored in a Khaitan building’s basement where a
fire was reported. 

Flames engulf vehicles parked in a sandy open area in Dhahr.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A string of fires were reported around
Kuwait during the Eid Al-Fitr holidays. One of the
fires was reported in Naseem where a blaze broke
out in a makeshift room and six vehicles on Friday
morning, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
said. The room was used to store tents in front of a
house in Naseem, and the flames spread to the vehi-

cles parked next to it. The fire was put out and no
injuries were reported. In the meantime, seven vehi-
cles were engulfed in a fire in Dhahr while parked in
a sandy open area. Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Qurain
fire stations responded and put out the fire.

Meanwhile, fire broke out in the basement of a
Khaitan building, prompting Farwaniya and Subhan
fire stations to respond. The six-storey building was
evacuated and the fire put out. The basement con-

tained foam, paint and wood supplies, which helped
spread the flames. Separately, a power transformer
caught fire in Fahaheel, and firemen dealt with it.

In other news, Jahra Occupational Fire Center
responded to a f ire on Salmi road, along with
Shaqaya and backup centers. The fire was in a
5,000-sq-m feed enclosure. The fire was contained
to keep it from spreading, and took firemen five
hours to put it out.

String of fires around Kuwait
during Eid Al-Fitr holidays

Fire burns makeshift room, six vehicles in Naseem; seven cars in Dhahr

Interior Ministry
officials inspect
border outlets
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham accompanied by National Guard
Undersecretary Lt Gen Hashem Al-Rafae, Interior
Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs and
Operations Maj Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh, Assistant
Undersecretary for Border Affairs Maj Gen Mansour
Al-Awadhi, Assistant Undersecretary for Border
Security Affairs Maj Gen Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf Al-
Sabah and Director General for Border Security Brig
Iyad Al-Haddad, held a tour of several border outlets in
the north and south of the country to check their readi-
ness during the holidays.

Naham, accompanied by senior interior ministry
officials, also visited the southern and central areas’
protection department as well as all security gates
leading to oil facilities. He also checked the perform-
ance mechanism at Shuaiba and Abdullah ports, as well
as Ahmadi. Meanwhile, Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate’s (KFSD) Director General Lt Gen Khaled
Al-Mekrad, accompanied by Deputy Director General
for Firefighting Affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-Bulaihees and
Public Relations Director Brig Khalil Al-Amir, toured
several fire stations and conveyed greetings of Deputy
Premier and State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh to firemen on the occasion of Eid Al-Fitr.

‘Busy schedule’
for parliament
after holiday
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The parliament’s secretary MP Oudah Al-
Rowaei said that the parliament will have a busy
schedule after the Eid Al-Fitr holiday, adding that
various parliamentary committees will have to
review 80-100 reports to list them on the agenda
before concluding the third term. Rowaei expressed
hope that in order to make up for the time lost dur-
ing Ramadan and in grillings, enough time will be
given to study various bills instead of going through
them all in one session. He added that as head of the
educational affairs committee, the committee will
discuss various issues including degrees, imperson-
ation, government universities and amending the
audiovisual law, finalizing them during the first week
after the Eid break. 

Nurseries’ transfer
The Cabinet annulled its previous decision to

transfer the nurseries department from the Ministry
of Social Affairs to the Ministry of Education, said
informed sources, noting that the Cabinet’s assistant
secretary general for preparation and follow up
Fawwaz Al-Fadhl sent letters in this regard to
Education Minister Hamed Al-Azmi. Fadhl explained
that the education ministry had opposed the transfer
on grounds that nurseries have a special nature and
role, taking into consideration that learners are usu-
ally under four years of age. 

Close control
Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi

instructed various municipal offices in Kuwait to
have close control and follow up of various cleaning
companies operating in Kuwait and make regular
lists of the tasks they do so that those falling behind
schedule or failing to do those tasks could be held
legally accountable. 

5G fees
The Communication and Information Technology

Regulatory Authority (CITRA) set the fees to oper-
ate 5G services at KD 1 million, to be paid once by
each mobile telecom company in Kuwait. 


