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Federer marches on at French Open
PARIS: Roger Federer made short work of Argentinian
Leonardo Mayer to become the oldest man in 28 years
to reach a Grand Slam quarter-final at the French Open
yesterday. The 37-year-old, playing at Roland Garros
for the first time since 2015, claimed a 6-2, 6-3, 6-3 win
over world number 68 Mayer in a sweltering 32
degrees and will face either Greek star Stefanos
Tsitsipas or close friend and fellow Swiss Stan
Wawrinka in the last eight.

Federer, the 2009 champion in Paris, is the oldest
man to make the quarter-finals of a Slam since Jimmy
Connors at the 1991 US Open. “It’s fabulous that I can
spend this time in Paris,” said Federer who last played
the tournament in 2015 when he lost in the quarter-
finals to Wawrinka.

Tsitsipas, meanwhile, defeated Federer in the last 16
of the Australian Open in January. “I was prepared for
the worst scenario, losing in the first round in three sets.
But I am super happy with my performance.

“I will need to play like this again against either Stan
or Tsitsipas.” Federer will be playing in his 54th quar-
ter-final at a Slam, cementing his place on top of the
all-time men’s list. Despite leading Wawrinka 23-3 in
career head-to-head meetings, Federer said he still
remembers his quarter-final loss to his friend in Paris
four years ago.

“I have a bad memory of it. Stan beat me in three
sets with his terrible shorts! “But he played really great
that year and won the title.”

Federer didn’t face a break point in the fourth round
match against an outclassed world number 68 Mayer
on Court Philippe Chatrier. Later yesterday, Rafael
Nadal continues his bid for a record-extending 12th
title against Argentinian Grand Slam debutant Juan
Ignacio Londero.

In a wide-open women’s draw after the shock exits
of top seed Naomi Osaka and 23-time Grand Slam
champion Serena Williams on Saturday, 19-year-old

Marketa Vondrousova reached her maiden major quar-
ter-final by thrashing Anastasija Sevastova.

The unseeded Czech, ranked 38th, overcame a tame
effort from Latvian 12th seed Sevastova, winning 6-2,
6-0 in only 59 minutes. “You can’t expect you’re going
to play quarter-finals in a Grand Slam, but I played
some tough matches,” said Vondrousova. “I’m just hap-
py with my game.”

She will face 31st seed Petra Martic for a semi-final
spot, after the Croatian followed up her third-round
upset of second seed Karolina Pliskova by coming from
a set down to beat Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi.

The 28-year-old booked her place in the last eight
of a Grand Slam for the first time with a 5-7, 6-2, 6-4
victory, recovering breaks of serve in both the second
and third sets. British number one Johanna Konta con-
tinued her comfortable progress through the draw by
seeing off Croatia’s Donna Vekic in straight sets to
reach her first Grand Slam quarter-final since

Wimbledon in 2017.
The 26th seed overpowered Vekic 6-2, 6-4 to set up

a last-eight tie with either last year’s runner-up Sloane
Stephens or 2016 champion Garbine Muguruza. “I feel
fortunate to have played in the why I did against a play-
er like Donna,” she said.

The 28-year-old had lost in the first round on all of
her four previous appearances in the main draw in
Paris, but has broken that hoodoo in style, becoming
the first British woman to reach the second week since
Anne Hobbs and Jo Durie in 1983.

On Saturday, Japanese star Osaka’s bid for a third
successive Grand Slam title found an underwhelming
conclusion with an erratic display in defeat by Katerina
Siniakova, before Williams crashed out in similarly poor
fashion to fellow American Sofia Kenin.

At least five women will reach their first Roland
Garros quarter-final this year, the first time that has
happened since 2001. — AFP

PARIS: Czech Republic’s Marketa Vondrousova returns the ball to Latvia’s Anastasija Sevastova during their women’s singles fourth round match on day eight of The Roland Garros 2019 French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday. — AFP

Vondrousova also into quarters, sets up Martic clash 

Gasol adjusts quickly
to make big impact 
for NBA Raptors
TORONTO: Marc Gasol dislikes speaking about him-
self, but the Spaniard is the talk of the NBA Finals for
how well he’s playing only four months after joining the
Toronto Raptors.

The 34-year-old center, whose older brother Pau
won two NBA titles with the Los Angeles Lakers,
scored 20 points and grabbed seven rebounds in
Toronto’s 118-109 victory over Golden State in the
best-of-seven opener.

“There’s always a sort of kind of comfort when he’s
on the floor,” Raptors forward Pascal Siakam said. “He’s
so smart and reads the defense and he’s able to protect

the rim for us. It’s definitely great to have him, a vet
that’s been through it.”

Gasol went 6-of-10 from the floor, 2-of-4 from 3-
point range when the Warriors “gave him a couple of
dare shots and he knocked them down” in Golden State
coach Steve Kerr’s words.

“He turned himself into a very good 3-point shoot-
er,” Warriors guard Klay Thompson said. “Great passer.
Very good defender at the rim. That pickup turned out
to be huge for them.”

The Raptors swung a February trade deadline deal
to obtain Gasol, a two-time Olympic silver medalist and
2013 NBA Defensive Player of the Year, after he spent a
decade in Memphis. Ask about the excitement of his
first NBA Finals and he’s as low-key as his chilled-out
teammates.

“I don’t get caught up in those things,” he said. “I’m
not doing that, I’m sorry.” And the tension of the NBA’s
ultimate stage? “My brain doesn’t function that way,”
he said. “You’re playing basketball like you did your
whole life and it’s the most fun. You got to stay poised

during the whole game so your brain can’t go anywhere
else but every possession.”

So Raptors coach Nick Nurse spoke of how
Gasol handled tough times, praising his “strong abil-
ity” to bounce back. “He got into maybe one of the
lowest points of his career in these playoffs,” Nurse
said. “He had a 1-for-9 game. People were basically
writing him off.

“I did talk to him about it. He just didn’t waver at all.
‘Tomorrow, it’s going to be great,’ was his answer. I told
him several times: ‘You’re a great player because you’ve
lifted the level of who our team thinks they can be and
you lift the level of other players’ play.’ That’s, to me,
what great players do.”

Fast tempo is Toronto’s strength but Gasol’s defen-
sive work gives others freedom to attack. “He has been
great,” Raptors star Kawhi Leonard said. “He’s a good
rim protector. He has been guarding everybody.
Another smart player on the floor that has been
through the ups and downs of the NBA. Veteran guy
who is just ready for the moment.”

And his mellow attitude fits well on a selfless squad.
“He’s a true professional,” Raptors guard Kyle Lowry
said. “Goes about his business. He blends in well. He’s
just an easygoing guy.” Instead of slowing the Raptors,
Gasol is a 7-footer who can launch fast breaks with his
defensive work.

“You run at them and be aggressive,” Gasol said. “To
be able to run, you have to get stops. And to get stops,
you have to communicate, be physical, do all the little
things. Being physical starts with pressuring the ball.
You have to do it all the time. You can’t relax.”

It’s that relentless attitude Gasol sees as vital to a
championship run. “It’s about the mindset and trusting
the guy next to you,” Gasol said. “You cannot overre-
act. You have to cover a lot of ground, do a lot of talk-
ing, lot of running.

“It’s how you stay in the moment and continue to
play the next possession. Get one more stop. Get one
more good shot. Eventually, you put enough of those
together, you’re going to have a pretty good chance of
winning.” —AFP


