
NEW YORK: Anthony Joshua’s bid to make a splash
in his US debut ended in misery for the three belt
heavyweight world champion with a stunning loss to
underdog Andy Ruiz at Madison Square Garden on
Saturday.

Ruiz recorded a monster upset, by knocking down
Britain’s Joshua four times to take the World Boxing
Association, International Boxing Federation and
World Boxing Organization titles. The 29-year-old
Ruiz came into the fight as a massive 32-1 underdog.
But he won it by TKO in the middle of the seventh
when the referee stopped it at 1:26 of the round after
the fourth knockdown.

Ruiz, sent to the canvas once himself, knocked
Joshua down twice in the third round and twice more in
the seventh. “I still can’t believe it. I am still pinching
myself to see if this is real,” Ruiz said.  Joshua (22-1, 21
KOs) had a massive height and reach advantage as he
weighed in at a chiselled 247 pounds (112.4 kilos)
alongside the portly Ruiz, who beefed up to 268
pounds compared to 250 for his most recent fight. 

Ruiz, who has won four fights in a row, looked fear-
less and poised while Joshua-who delivered 21 knock-
outs in his 22 victories-never seemed to recover from
the first knockdown early in the third.

“Riuz won fair and square but I know Anthony
Joshua’s work ethic. Great fighters come back and
improve,” said Joshua’s promoter Eddie Hearn. Ruiz
(33-1, 22 KOs) has been underestimated because of his
physique, but he knew what was at stake and how for-
tunate he was to get a second chance at a world title.

He was a late replacement for Jarrell Miller, who
withdrew from the bout with Joshua after failing three
drug tests in April. “Everything is possible man. Look at
me, I just made history,” Ruiz said.

Joshua was knocked down for the first time in the
third when Ruiz hit him with a left hook to the temple.
Realizing he had the champ in trouble, Ruiz then
charged forward and got the second knockdown by
connecting on a straight right. 

Joshua got up at the count of eight but it was late
in the round and he was saved by the bell. “The speed
got him,” said Ruiz.  Ruiz was the first to go to the mat
when he got hit by a left hook from Joshua earlier in
the third.

Joshua got up after the third knockdown and fourth
knockdowns in the seventh but he spat out his mouth-
guard and the referee waived it off while he leaned on
the ropes. Joshua needed medical attention after the
bout and did not attend the post fight news conference.

Joshua, who won a gold medal at the 2012 Olympics,
was coming off a nine-month layoff since knocking out
Alexander Povetkin in September. 

Ruiz’s ambush win is being hailed by some as one of
the major upsets in heavyweight history, ranking with
42-1 underdog Buster Douglas knocking out Mike
Tyson in 1990 and Leon Spinks’ 15-round split decision
over Muhammad Ali in 1978.

“We did an upset, just exactly what I have been
saying from all the people that doubted me, I just
proved them wrong,” Ruiz said. Ruiz, who was born in
San Diego and carries a US passport, considers him-
self Mexican and is now the first heavyweight champi-
on of Mexican descent.

“I think Mexico has a champ in every weight and
now we have a heavyweight champion. I am so hap-
py,” said Ruiz. The loss will be devastating for the
career of Joshua who was looking past Ruiz for a
superfight unification showdown with WBC champion
Deontay Wilder.

Together with Briton Tyson Fury they are trying to
revive the sport’s prestige division but the inability to
get them together in the ring had left a sour taste in
the mouth of boxing fans. One of the first to pile on
Joshua was Wilder who tweeted, “He wasn’t a true
champion. His whole career was consistent of lies,

contradiction and gifts .... now we know who was run-
ning from who!!!!”

Fury was less critical, tweeting “We have our back
and Forth’s but @anthonyfjoshua changed his stars
through life, heavyweight boxing. These things happen,
rest up, recover, regroup and come again.”— AFP

Bruins ride power
play to Game 3 win
over Blues
ST LOUIS: It’s hard to do any better than the Boston
Bruins did with the man advantage in Game 3 of the
Stanley Cup Final on Saturday night. Defenseman
Torey Krug’s goal and three assists led a dominant
effort as Boston took a 2-1 series lead with a 7-2 rout
of the St. Louis Blues at Enterprise Center.

Patrice Bergeron added a goal and two assists for
the Bruins, who also got a goal and an assist each from
Charlie Coyle and Marcus Johansson. Joakim
Nordstrom chipped in with a pair of assists. Boston
was so efficient on the power play that it needed just
2:06 to convert all of its opportunities.

“I can tell you as a penalty-killer in practice, it’s hard
to compete against those guys,” left wing Jake DeBrusk
said. “I can tell you they’re a lot of fun to watch. I have
a lot of respect for the way they move the puck. They’re
really good and talented players, and they find options
all over the ice.”

Game 4 is today night in St. Louis, and the Blues
have to equalize in order to avoid an elimination sce-
nario in Game 5 on Thursday night in Boston. The Blues
will get center Oskar Sundqvist back after he was sus-
pended from Saturday night’s game for boarding Matt
Grzelcyk in Game 2 on Wednesday.

They’ll also need a bounce-back game from rookie
goalie Jordan Binnington, who was pulled after Krug’s
man-advantage marker at 12:12 of the second period
made it 5-1 Bruins. Binnington stopped just 14 of 19
shots, getting little help from a defense that made a
spate of errors in its zone.

“Five goals ... I’d seen enough,” said St. Louis interim
coach Craig Berube. “But my confidence level in him is
really high.” Hosting its first finals game since 1970, St.
Louis brought out the big guns. Olympic legend Jackie
Joyner-Kersee, current NFL MVP Patrick Mahomes,
former Rams superstar Isaac Bruce and actor Jon
Hamm were among the celebrities waving rally towels
in an electric building.

The Blues fired the first five shots at net, not allow-

ing Boston to get a shot on goal for more than six min-
utes. But the game’s shape changed shortly after David
Perron went off for interference against Jake DeBrusk
at 10:26.

Twenty-one seconds later, Bergeron deflected Krug’s
point shot past Binnington. Then the real trouble started
for St Louis in a 3:01 span bridging the first and second
periods. Coyle wired a wrister by Binnington’s glove at
17:40 for a 2-0 lead. Fourth-line center Sean Kuraly
beat Binnington from the top of the right circle at 19:50.
Berube challenged the goal for coming on an offside
play, but he lost the challenge, which gave the Bruins a
power play on a minor penalty for delay of game.

David Pastrnak cashed in 41 seconds into the second
period with a backhander at the left post to make it 4-

0. The raucous arena was suddenly as quiet as a school
library on a Friday afternoon.

“We try to exploit certain areas,” Boston coach
Bruce Cassidy said of his team’s power play. Ivan
Barbashev offered the Blues a lifeline with his third
playoff goal at 11:05 of the second, but Krug took it
away just 31 seconds into the Bruins’ third man advan-
tage. Jake Allen relieved Binnington and faced only four
shots, saving three.

Colton Parayko’s power play blast from the point at
5:24 of the third period pulled St. Louis within 5-2. But
Noel Acciari scored into an empty net at 18:12, and
Johansson added a man-advantage tally 23 seconds lat-
er to cap the scoring. Boston goalie Tuukka Rask made
27 saves. — Reuters
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Ruiz shocks Joshua for three 
heavyweight world titles

NEW YORK:  Andy Ruiz Jr knocks down Anthony Joshua in the seventh round during their IBF/WBA/WBO heavyweight
title fight at Madison Square Garden in New York City.  — AFP

Ruiz knocks Joshua down twice in third round and twice more in seventh

England play down 
500 talk as their 
quicks eye Pakistan
LONDON: England may change a winning World
Cup side by recalling fast bowler Mark Wood
when they face Pakistan at Trent Bridge today.
The ground is renowned as a batsman’s paradise,
with England having twice set the world record
for the highest score in a one-day international —
- 444 for three against Pakistan in 2016 and last
year’s 481 for six-on the very pitch that will be
used for Monday’s match at Trent Bridge.

But Pakistan’s batsmen had anything but an
easy ride in Nottingham as they succumbed to a
bouncer barrage from the West Indies that saw
them slump to 105 all out and a comprehensive
defeat in their opening match of the World Cup
on Friday.

England, who launched their quest to win the
World Cup for the first time with a 104-run rout of
South Africa at the Oval in which fast bowler Jofra
Archer starred may now, in the light of Pakistan’s
problems against short-pitched bowling, unleash
Wood in partnership with the Sussex speedster.

“We’re aware of what went on yesterday,”
England assistant coach Graham Thorpe said
Saturday. “It was interesting viewing.  “The West
Indies bowled very well, they looked like they
roughed Pakistan up,” the former England bats-
man added.

“I think it (drafting Wood) will be discussed, to
be honest. Wood has bowled a mere 13.1 overs
since the start of the season amid fears his long-
standing left ankle injury could flare up again.

But his ability, in common with Archer, to top
speeds of 90 mph meant England thought he was
worth the risk at the World Cup. England have
risen to the top of the ODI rankings since their
woeful first-round exit at the 2015 edition mainly
as a result of piling on the runs.

But they showed they were more than ‘flat-
track bullies’ with a score of 311 for eight on an
awkward surface at the Oval before an attack
led by Archer overwhelmed the Proteas. Scoring
500 in an ODI was once viewed as impossible
but, given their recent record-breaking exploits,
England could go close if they bat first at Trent
Bridge today.

“It has generally always been a good pitch so
we are looking forward to it,” said Thorpe. “We
didn’t quite unlock the door in terms of our bat-
ting at the Oval, being able to let go because we
kept losing wickets at crucial times so we had to
keep trying to put on those mini-partnerships
again and that was really good.

“It’s the same thing coming here against
Pakistan: if we get into a good position, we’ll try to
score as many as we can. But at the same time if it
doesn’t happen, you’ve got to put a competitive
score on the board to put the opposition under
pressure.”

Pakistan, who’ve lost their last 11 ODIs-
including a recent 4-0 series defeat by
England-are braced for short-pitched stuff with
Wahab Riaz defiantly insisting: “If people want
to bowl us bouncers, then we will have no prob-
lems with that.”

Today’s match will also be an important test for
what World Cup organisers insist will be improved
procedures after thousands of frustrated fans
were left queueing for hours on Friday, in some
cases missing the entire Pakistan innings, as they
waited to collect their match tickets. — AFP

ST LOUIS: Jake Allen #34 of the St Louis Blues tends net against the Boston Bruins during the third period in
Game Three of the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Final at Enterprise Center in St Louis, Missouri. —AFP

‘Special feeling’ 
for Tahir in 100th 
ODI for S Africa
LONDON: Imran Tahir admitted it was hard to
keep his emotions in check as the leg-spinner
made his 100th one-day international appear-
ance in World Cup clash against Bangladesh. 

Tahir is only the second specialist spinner
after Nicky Boje to reach a century of ODI
caps for the Proteas. The 40-year-old is the
oldest player in this edition of the World Cup
and reaching the landmark of 100 matches was
an emotional moment for him.

Tahir was born in Lahore but moved perma-
nently from his native Pakistan, via a spell in
Britain, after meeting his wife Sumayya during
the 1998 Under-19 World Cup in South Africa.
“It feels really special. If I look back I played
my first game at the 2011 World Cup, it has
been an amazing journey,” Tahir said ahead of
the match.

“I always dreamt about it but I never
thought I would be here one day playing in my
100th game for South Africa.  “It is an absolute
honour to have been given the opportunity by
Cricket South Africa and the lovely people from
South Africa, I am grateful to everybody.”

Tahir has been a spearhead of the Proteas’

attack since making his debut at the 2011
Cricket World Cup, with a career tally of 164
wickets at a strike-rate of 31. At 40 years and
64 days, he became the oldest South African to
play in a World Cup match during their open-
ing match defeat against England on Thursday.

“This means a lot to me, I could never
express this in words. I am a guy who has come
through a lot of hardships, I lost my parents
without them seeing me play international
cricket,” he said.  “This is special to me, espe-
cially for my family. I haven’t seen my brother
and sister for the last two years but they under-
stand that this game I am playing is important
to me. 

“If I look back I am proud. I dreamt of this
but never thought I would play with the leg-
ends and youngsters in this team.” Tahir has re-
written the records books on a number of
occasions throughout his career. 

He holds the record for the best ODI bowl-
ing figures for South Africa (seven for 45), is
the fastest South African bowler to 100 wick-
ets. And this week Tahir became the first spin-
ner to bowl the first over of a World Cup
match, striking second ball to dismiss England’s
Jonny Bairstow-a wicket that prompted his
familiar semi-circle run in celebration.

“I am the kind of guy who likes challenges. I
like to think that my captain can give me the
ball in any situation and I will be the first guy to
say yes,” he added. “I am fully prepared and
will be ready to bowl in any situation.” — AFP

Australia to give 
Windies taste of 
own medicine: Nathan
LONDON:  West Indies used plenty of short-pitched deliveries to
dismantle Pakistan in their Cricket World Cup opener but the
Caribbean batsmen will get a taste of their own medicine when
they face champions Australia, fast bowler Nathan Coulter-Nile
has said. A blistering Oshane Thomas-led pace attack swept
Pakistan away for a dismal 105 in under 22 overs on Friday as West
Indies wrapped up an easy seven-wicket victory at Trent Bridge.

Aaron Finch-led Australia also notched up a convincing seven-
wicket victory over Afghanistan in Bristol on Saturday and will next
face the exciting West Indies. “You’ve got to give it (bouncers) to
the Windies, otherwise they just get on the front foot and pogo you
everywhere,” the 31-year-old told reporters.

“We’ll definitely give it to them, we give it to every team. You’ve
got to use your two (permitted bouncers per over). “The grounds
are so small and the wickets are generally pretty flat, so you’ve got
to use bouncers when you can.”

Early matches have shown that short-pitched bowling could be
a recurring theme in England and West Indies all-rounder Andre
Russell said his team would take a similar approach against
Australia. The defending champions will also have to contend with
an explosive West Indies batting line-up led by opener Chris Gayle.
The former captain recently returned to the ODI fold and proved
he has lost none of his touch, despite approaching his 40th birth-
day, with a 34-ball 50 against Pakistan. — Reuters


