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In another development, His Highness the Amir sent
cables yesterday to excelling high school Kuwaiti and
expatriate students who recently graduated with out-

standing grades. In the cables, His Highness the Amir
congratulated the students on their efforts to gain
knowledge, stressing that it was important for the stu-
dents to continue the same hunger for education. He
also commended the families of the students for their
care and support, which enabled their sons and daugh-
ters to excel in their education. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also congratulated the
students. — Agencies 

Amir sends
Eid greetings...
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For example, the fasts of young children are accept-
ed and rewarded, as will their parents who are teaching
and encouraging them to fast. Also those who are trav-
eling during their flights (in a non- forbidden travel, or
non-forbidden purposes or places) may break their fast
during their travels, but if they do fast their fasting will
be accepted from them. 

This is similar to what happened during the days of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) when some of his com-
panions were fasting and some were not fasting during
their travels, and no one minded the other. In this case,
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “Fasting during
traveling is not a good behavior. But if a Muslim fasts
while traveling from one place to another the fasting is
accepted, but he will be more rewarded if he does not
fast, because not fasting is a permission from Almighty
Allah and eases more the worship of the Muslims.” 

Adult Muslims who are not in normal situations

and are under medical treatment can break their fast
if their situation becomes worse because of fasting.
Should such persons fast, their fast will be accepted.
If they have a chronic medical condition and will nev-
er be healthy enough to fast again, they are obliged
to provide a full meal to an adult poor person, equiv-
alent to one of their own average meals, every day
they do not fast. 

However, those who are under medical treatment
and expect to return to their normal condition, they
have to fast the same number of days they missed. But
in either situation, the one suffering from a chronic dis-
ease, if he fasts, it will be accepted. Regarding the eld-
erly who find it extremely hard to fast, they can break
the fast, and rather provide a full meal according to the
standard of living of the town or village, to an adult
needy person. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educational
services that promote a positive and productive role in
society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and inter-
faith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more
information, you can contact TIES atTel: 25231015/6;
Hotline: 94079777; e-mail: info@tiescenter.net.

Acts that make
fasting void...
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It said police shut the mosque’s doors and chained
them. After the clashes, police spokesman Rosenfeld
said calm had returned and visits continued. Al-Aqsa
mosque director Omar Al-Kiswani accused Israel of
violating an agreement not to allow such visits during
the last days of Ramadan. He said around 1,200 Jews
visited the site yesterday, while a Jewish organization
that arranges visits there reported a similar number.

The clashes took place as Israelis marked Jerusalem

Day, which commemorates the country’s capture of the
city’s eastern sector in the 1967 Six-Day War.
Unusually, this year’s holiday coincided with the final
days of Ramadan. The status of the Al-Aqsa compound,
known to Jews as the Temple Mount, is one of the most
sensitive issues in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is
the holiest site in Judaism and the third-holiest for
Muslims after Makkah and Medina.

Yesterday’s visit was the first time since Tuesday
that Jews were allowed into the holy site, according to
activists. Jews are allowed to visit the site during set
hours but not pray there to avoid provoking tensions.
Jewish visits to the site, particularly by religious nation-
alists, usually increase for Jerusalem Day. Israeli Public
Security Minister Gilad Erdan said his policy was to do
everything possible to keep the site open to visits,
especially for Jerusalem Day. — AFP 

Muslims outraged
as clashes erupt...

Continued from Page 1

Israel has carried out hundreds of air strikes in Syria,
most of them against what it says are Iranian and
Hezbollah targets. Israel says it is determined to pre-
vent its arch foe Iran from entrenching itself militarily in
Syria, where Tehran backs President Bashar Al-Assad
in the country’s eight-year war which has killed more
than 370,000 people.

The Jewish state insists that it has the right to con-
tinue to target positions in Syria held by Iran and its
Lebanese ally Hezbollah out of self-defense. On May 27
Syria said Israel carried out a missile attack in Quneitra,

in what the Israeli army said was retaliation for anti-air-
craft fire targeting one of its fighter jets. Syrian air
defense batteries also intercepted projectiles from
Israel and downed a number of them on May 17,
according to SANA. The Syrian province of Quneitra
includes the Golan Heights, most of which is occupied
and annexed by Israel.

In January, Israel hit Iranian positions in Syria, say-
ing it was in response to Iranian missile fire from the
war-torn country. According to the Observatory, 21
people, mainly Iranians, were killed in those raids. The
latest reported strike comes amid soaring tensions
between Iran and the United States. The stand-off had
been simmering since the United States last year with-
drew from the 2015 nuclear treaty which Iran reached
with major world powers. In recent weeks the United
States has accused Iran of al leged threats and
deployed an aircraft carrier group and B-52 bombers
to the Gulf. — AFP 

Israel hits Syria 
after rare rocket

GHAZNI: Afghan children hold plates out as they wait to receive food donated by a private charity during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan in Ghazni Province. Like millions of Muslims around the world, Afghan Muslims mark the month
of Ramadan by abstaining from eating, drinking and smoking as well as sexual activities from dawn to dusk. — AFP 
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sanctions and said that neutral Switzerland wanted
to provide humanitarian aid, “especially pharmaceutical
products and foodstuffs.” He said Iran needed to make
payments for this, and that was possible only if the
United States allowed banks to transfer payments.
Cassis said he was confident the United States would
come up with the “best possible solution” to that prob-
lem in a short time.

Iran has stayed within the main restrictions of its
2015 nuclear deal, a quarterly report by the UN atomic
watchdog indicated on Friday, at a time when Tehran is
threatening to break the rules in future in response to
new US sanctions. Pompeo declined yesterday to com-
ment on the latest report by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). He said Washington was track-
ing IAEA findings closely but added: “We also have
our own independent understanding of what is taking
place there.

“And the world should be mindful that we are watch-
ing closely how Iran is complying with the requirements
that were set out in the JCPOA, not only the heavy
water issue, but the amount of high-enriched uranium
which they are accumulating,” he said, referring to the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action which the Trump
administration has quit. “We are watching closely as
they put centrifuges into work and whether they are
actually beginning to spin those centrifuges and load
those centrifuges,” Pompeo said.

Last year, Pompeo outlined 12 ways Iran must
change - including stopping its support for proxy
groups and halting its missile program - before the
United States lifts sanctions. He also called on Iran to
stop uranium enrichment, never to pursue plutonium
reprocessing and to close its heavy water reactor. He
said it also had to declare all previous military dimen-
sions of its nuclear program and to permanently and
verifiably abandon such work.

Switzerland has served as an intermediary between
Iran and the United States since shortly after the
Islamic revolution in November 1979. Switzerland pro-
vides protective and consular services for some 100
U.S. citizens and 12,000 people with both US and
Iranian citizenship. At least five American citizens,
including four dual nationals of the United States and
Iran, are detained in Iran as well as at least two perma-
nent US residents Another American, former FBI agent
Robert Levinson, has been missing in Iran since 2007. 

Iranian officials have repeatedly denied knowledge
his disappearance or whereabouts. Pompeo declined to
offer details about efforts to secure the release of the
detainees and whether this would boost confidence
with Tehran, but said their families should know it was
an issue worked on “every single day.”

Iran and the United States have been drawn into
starker confrontation in the past month, a year after
Washington pulled out of a deal between Iran and
global powers to curb Tehran’s nuclear program in
return for lifting international sanctions. Washington re-
imposed sanctions last year and ratcheted them up in
May, ordering all countries to halt imports of Iranian oil.
In recent weeks it has also hinted at military confronta-
tion, saying it was sending extra forces to the Middle
East to respond to an Iranian threat. —  Reuters

US ‘prepared
to talk to Iran’...

LONDON: Stuck in a former Dutch prison housing
asylum seekers, Syrian software trainer Tey el-Rjula
conjured up an idea to ensure that people who lose
their identity documents while fleeing war or persecu-
tion do not become “invisible”. Using blockchain tech-
nology, he devised an platform for people to store vital
information about themselves, such as nationality and
qualifications, so they can prove their identities to
authorities in new countries where they settle.

“Today identities need to be not only be portable,
but private and secure - that is what we do,” said el-
Rjula who in 2016 founded Tykn, which creates secure,
digital identities to help refugees, asylum seekers and
migrants on the move. Without the right paperwork, it
is hard to travel via legal channels, prove family ties or
entitlement to refugee status and increases the risk of
exploitation, trafficking, statelessness, detention and
denial of access to public services.

Tykn is one of a wave of social entrepreneurs - who
aim to do good, as well as make profit - seeking to
help 68.5 million people who the United Nations says
are forcibly displaced worldwide by persecution, con-
flict and violence. Businesses range from a Malaysian
caterer, PichaEats, that employs refugee chefs, and
SEP Jordan, which hires refugees to make embroidery
to a scheme to connect migrants and refugees in
Europe with local communities, called Speak.

Some of the migrants that el-Rjula met in the Dutch
centers - where he lived from 2014 to 2016 while his
own asylum claim was processed - fled home so
quickly they did not have time to pack identity docu-
ments or lost them on the way. “I know one guy who
just grabbed his (framed) university degree from the
wall and left,” he said. “Many of the refugees who
came lost their documents at sea. Many of them, the
documents were confiscated by the smugglers.”

This made it more difficult for Dutch authorities to
process migrants’ claims for asylum and support, leav-
ing them stuck in the centres, which el-Rjula
described as “more than gloomy”. The World Bank
estimates 1 billion people around the world struggle to
prove who they are, making it hard to access essential
services like opening a bank account or even getting a
mobile phone, which can trap them in poverty.

Tykn’s decentralized database and app acts as a
digital wallet so refugees have verified identities when
applying for housing or work or starting businesses in
their new homelands. El-Rjula is pitching Tykn to
international charities and governments across Europe
and the Middle East so that they can process refugees
more easily when they arrive in camps.

Raising capital - always a challenge for entrepre-
neurs - is even harder for migrants, particularly if
their asylum claim is pending, their passport has
expired - as el-Rjula’s had - or their nationality bars
them from entering certain countries. But he made a
breakthrough in May when he won $50,000 from
Chivas Venture, a social enterprise competition, fol-
lowed by an injection of 1.2 million euros ($1.34 mil-
lion) from a Dutch tech entrepreneur, which will be
used to grow his team of five. — Reuters
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