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News in brief

14 injured as train goes wrong way 

TOKYO: Fourteen passengers were injured after a dri-
verless five-car train in suburban Tokyo went in the
wrong direction and crashed into a buffer stop,
Japanese police said yesterday. Local media reported
that some injuries - the first resulting from an accident
involving an automated train in 30 years - appeared to
be serious but non-life-threatening. The train hit the
buffer stop at Shin-Sugita station after travelling the
wrong way for about 20 m, Akihiko Mikami, president of
the train operator, said in a midnight press conference.
The station is a terminal of the self-driving Kanazawa
Seaside Line in the port city of Yokohama. Mikami
added that the operator has shut down the line and it
was uncertain when services would be resumed. — AFP 

Police seize 436 kg of cocaine 

PAPEETE, France: Police have seized 436 kg of cocaine
hidden on a yacht in French Polynesian waters and
arrested four men, the Papeete public prosecutor said
Saturday. Officers moved in on the boat at the Apataki
atoll, in the Tuamotu archipelago to the east of Tahiti,
after spotting the suspect vessel which had sailed from
Panama with four men of Italian and Peruvian nationali-
ties onboard. An initial inspection of the boat Wednesday
found a compartment in the infrastructure containing 341
bricks and packages of cocaine weighing about 341
kilos, prosecutor Herve Leroy said. The 15-m yacht was
brought back to the French Polynesian capital Papeete
and a further inspection found more drugs, for a total
haul of 436 kilos. The four arrested men are being held in
police custody. They face up to 30 years in prison and
€7.5 million ($8.4 million) in fines if convicted. — AFP 

China says war with US would 
be a disaster as tensions mount

SINGAPORE: China’s Defense Minister Wei
Fenghe said yesterday that a war with the
United States would be a disaster for the
world while issuing a warning to Washington
not to meddle in security disputes over
Taiwan and the South China Sea. China has
been incensed by recent moves by US
President Donald Trump’s administration to
increase support for self-ruled and democrat-
ic Taiwan, including US Navy sailings through
the Taiwan Strait that separates the island
from mainland China.

Speaking at the Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, Asia’s premier defense summit,
Wei said China would “fight to the end” if
anyone tried to interfere in its relationship
with Taiwan, which Beijing considers a sacred
territory to be taken by force if necessary.
Wei, the first Chinese defense minister to
speak at the Shangri-La Dialogue since 2011,
said Beijing’s military operations in Asia were
purely aimed at self-defense, but it would not
hesitate to counter an attack on its interests.

“China will not attack unless we are
attacked,” Wei said, cautioning that there
would be dire consequences to any clash
between China and the United States. “The
two sides realize that conflict, or a war
between them, would bring disaster to both
countries and the world.” The United States,
like most countries, has no formal ties with
Taiwan, but is its strongest backer and main
source of weapons.

On Saturday, acting US Defense Secretary

Patrick Shanahan told the Shangri-La meeting
that the United States would no longer “tip-
toe” around Chinese behavior in Asia. While
Shanahan’s speech was critical of China, his
tone was often conciliatory. Wei took a more
combative approach. “No attempts to split
China will succeed. Any interference in the
Taiwan question is doomed to failure,” said
Wei, dressed in his uniform of a general in the
People’s Liberation Army.

“If anyone dares to split Taiwan from
China, the Chinese military has no choice but
to fight at all costs ... The US is indivisible, and
so is China. China must be, and will be, reuni-
fied.” China-US ties have become increasingly
strained due to a bitter trade war, US support
for Taiwan and China’s muscular military pos-
ture in the South China Sea, where the United
States also conducts freedom-of-navigation
patrols.

In May, Taiwan’s national security chief
David Lee met White House national security
adviser John Bolton, marking the first meeting
in more than four decades between senior US
and Taiwanese security officials. Taiwan is
gearing up for presidential elections in
January, and Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen
has repeatedly accused Beijing of seeking to
undermine Taiwan’s democracy and has
vowed to defend the island and its freedoms.
Wei, in a clear reference to the United States,
also said: “Some countries from outside the
region come to the South China Sea to flex
muscles in the name of freedom of naviga-

tion.” This week will mark 30 years since a
Chinese military crackdown on protesters
around Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, refocus-
ing scrutiny on China’s approach to security
threats. Taking questions from the floor, Wei
defended the government’s handling of the
Tiananmen “incident”, a rare official acknowl-
edgement of the events of June 4, 1989; refer-
ences to it are heavily censored in China. “The
government was decisive in stopping the tur-
bulence,” Wei said of the Tiananmen Square
crackdown. “Due to this, China has enjoyed
stability, and if you visit China you can under-
stand that part of history.”

Wei also responded to a question on
China’s restive Xinjiang region, where Beijing
has come under increasing global scrutiny
over its treatment of ethnic Uighurs and other
Turkic-speaking minorities. He said China’s
policies in Xinjiang improved people’s lives
and prevented terror attacks from happening
for more than two years.

On the ongoing trade war, which has shak-
en financial markets around the world, Wei
said China would “fight to the end” if the
United States wanted a fight. But if
Washington wanted to talk, “we will keep the
door open”. Trade tensions escalated sharply
last month after Trump’s administration
accused China of having “reneged” on its pre-
vious promises to make structural changes to
its economic practices. Washington later
slapped additional tariffs of up to 25 percent
on $200 billion of Chinese goods, prompting

Beijing to retaliate. Speaking at a hastily
arranged news conference in Beijing, Chinese
Vice Commerce Minister Wang Shouwen said
it was irresponsible of the United States to
accuse China of backtracking. “If the US side

wants to use extreme pressure, to escalate the
trade friction, to force China to submit and
make concessions, this is absolutely impossi-
ble,” said Wang, who has been part of China’s
trade negotiating team. — Ajencies

Defense minister says stopping ‘turbulence’ was ‘correct’ policy 

Four rescued, 8 
still missing on 
avalanche-hit peak 
NEW DELHI: Four British climbers have been rescued
from an avalanche-hit Himalayan mountain range, Indian
authorities said yesterday, as a frantic search continued
for eight other mountaineers still missing on its treacher-
ous heights. Helicopters airlifted the rescued group to
safety after they were spotted early yesterday at a base
camp near India’s second highest mountain, the 7,826-m
Nanda Devi.

Scores of emergency workers were combing the peaks
on foot and using two choppers as rescue operations
entered a second day, having been hampered by rough
weather on Saturday. The eight missing climbers - four
Britons, two Americans, an Australian woman and an
Indian - were last week set to scale an unclimbed summit
in the mountain range, which includes the world’s 23rd
highest peak.

Authorities said the four rescued were not part of the
larger group but were in touch with them until May 26, a
day before the avalanche struck the mountain. “They were
climbing separately but were in touch with the larger
group. Heavy snowfall and bad weather had left them
stuck at the base camp,” R C Rajguru, police chief of
Pithoragarh district - where the peak is located - told AFP.
Rajguru said there was no certain information on the loca-
tion or safety of the mountaineers, who started their
ascent on May 13. 

The group, led by British climber Martin Moran - who
has successfully climbed the mountain twice in the past -
had initially set out for the Nanda Devi peak but a later
post on his Facebook page hinted that they were attempt-
ing to scale a virgin peak in the region. The group was
expected to report back to the Munsiyari base camp on
May 26 but a porter stationed at the camp reported to
authorities that the group remained missing on May 31,
prompting a search operation. The British High
Commission in New Delhi said they were in touch with the
local authorities “following reports that a number of British
nationals are missing in the Indian Himalayas”.

‘Hopeful’
Pithoragarh distr ict  magistrate Vijay Kumar

Jogdande told AFP yesterday’s search operation con-
tinued for seven hours in which the four climbers,
including a woman, were rescued from the base
camp. The mission will continue today, with two
choppers scanning the area. “We are hopeful to get
some clues but it’s not an easy task,” said Jogdande,
adding the climbers were likely trekking heights
above 6,000 m when the avalanche struck amid
ongoing heavy snowfall. 

Hundreds of climbers from across the world visit
India to scale mountains located across the Himalayan

belt, but the twin peaks of Nanda Devi are the toughest
to scale. The first successful ascent to the Nada Devi
summit was in 1936. India has 10 peaks above 7,000 m,
including Kangchenjunga - the world’s third highest -
sandwiched between India and Nepal.

Four Indians were among 11 climbers that died
climbing Mount Everest in the latest season that ended
this week amid allegations of overcrowding on the
world’s highest peak. The deaths caused massive out-
rage, with mountaineering experts criticizing the gov-
ernment of Nepal for giving permits to anyone ready to
pay $11,000, letting rookie climbers risk their lives and
those of others on the slopes. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: China’s Defense Minister Wei Fenghe addresses the IISS Shangri-La Dialogue summit
yesterday. — AFP 

Police chief blames 
president for failing to 
prevent Lanka attacks 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s suspended police chief has peti-
tioned the Supreme Court, accusing President Maithripala
Sirisena of failing to prevent the Easter bombings that
killed 258 people. In a 20-page complaint, Inspector-
General Pujith Jayasundara disclosed serious communica-
tion gaps between intelligence agencies and security arms
of the government, all which fall under Sirisena. In the peti-
tion submitted to court last week and seen by AFP Sunday,
Jayasundara said the country’s premier spy agency, the
State Intelligence Service (SIS), ordered him last year to
stop ongoing police investigations into Islamic militants.

The SIS, which reports directly to Sirisena, wanted the
police Terrorist Investigation Department to stop all
inquiries into extremist Muslim factions, including the
National Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ), which was blamed for
the Easter Sunday bombings. Jayasundara said the head of
the SIS, Nilantha Jayawardena, did not take seriously the
intelligence shared by neighbouring India which warned of
an impending attack by the NTJ. Jayasundara said despite
the SIS not sharing information warnings with the police
department, he had initiated action to alert his senior men,
but he had no input from the main spy agency.

Sirisena suspended Jayasundara after he refused to
accept responsibility for the deadly attacks. The Attorney
General has asked for a full bench of the apex court to
decide the case. Jayasundara said he was offered a diplomat-
ic post if he took the fall and stepped down, but he refused
as he said he was not responsible for the catastrophic intelli-
gence failure. He said he had been sidelined by the president
since a political rift between the President and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe emerged in October. 

Jayasundara’s petition came days after Sirisena publicly
rebuked another intelligence official, Sisira Mendis, after
he told a parliamentary panel that the Easter suicide
bombings could have been avoided. Mendis’ testimony
appeared to put Sirisena in a poor light by implying he had
not held National Security Council meetings to review
threats such as the attacks carried out by Islamic State. In
a statement, Sirisena denied claims by Mendis that the
country’s highest security body had not met as often as it
should have around the time of the attacks, which were
blamed on Islamic State-backed militants. — AFP

Indonesian cities 
empty out as scores
leave to mark Eid
JAKARTA: Millions of Indonesians were on the
move at the weekend as they returned home to vil-
lages and towns across the world’s biggest Muslim
nation to mark the end of Ramadan. Some 15 million
people were expected to clear out of Jakarta alone
- about half the megacity’s population - in an annual
exodus known as “mudik” that leaves the capital’s
usually traffic-clogged streets nearly empty. The
migration takes a toll on Indonesia’s roads, and trav-
ellers who pack their families and luggage into cars
or motorbikes to face gruelling trips that can last up
to 24 hours.

In past years scores of people have been killed in
road accidents during the exodus. Highways on Java
is land, which is  home to more than ha l f  of
Indonesia’s 260 million people, were packed with
travellers eager to celebrate the end of Ramadan
with loved ones. Holidaymakers also crowded into
airports, train stations and ports to reach destina-
tions across the 17,000 island archipelago. Some
even made their  getaways on a bajaj , a three-
wheeled taxi usually confined to city streets. “The
travel time will be between 14 to 20 hours. If the
traffic is okay, it’s 14 hours but if things are con-
gested it will take 20 hours or even more,” said
Jakarta-based bajaj driver Sugeng Puji who was
headed to Kebumen in Central Java. 

But unlike previous years when travellers were
stuck in hours-long traffic jams, this year’s conges-
tion was relatively light. Dwi Soejatmoko, who was
making the 550 km journey from Jakarta to
Indonesia’s cultural capital Yogyakarta, said the trip
had so far been headache-free. 

“There aren’t a lot of traffic jams this year,” he

told AFP. “Our car was crawling, but it wasn’t at a
standstill.” Like China’s Lunar New Year holiday
or Christmas, the mass movement kicks off  an

extended holiday when many Indonesians cele-
brate Eid, the end of the holy fasting month, with
family. — AFP

KAUSANI, India: This file photo taken on Nov 13, 2015, shows a general view of the Himalayas from this hill-station in
the northern Indian state of Uttarakhand. — AFP 

JEMBRANA, Indonesia: People queue up to board a ferry headed for their hometowns on Java island from the port of
Gilimanuk in Jembrana ahead of Eid al-Fitr to mark the end of the Ramadan on the majority Hindu island of Bali
Sunday. — AFP 


