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WASHINGTON/LONDON: US President
Donald Trump arrives in Britain today on a state
visit laden with diplomatic peril, having already
humiliated outgoing Prime Minister Theresa
May over Brexit and challenged her to be
tougher in dealing with China’s Huawei. Trump
and his wife, Melania, will be treated to a display
of British royal pageantry during the June 3-5
visit: lunch with Queen Elizabeth, tea with heir
Prince Charles, a banquet at Buckingham Palace
and a tour of Westminster Abbey, coronation
church of English monarchs for 1,000 years.

Beyond the pomp, though, the proudly
unpredictable 45th US president also brings
demands: He has praised a more radical
Brexit-supporting potential successor to May
and his envoys have urged a tougher British
stance towards telecoms giant Huawei. In an
interview with the Sunday Times newspaper,
Trump said the next British leader should send
arch-Brexiteer Nigel Farage to conduct talks
with the EU. Britain must leave the EU this
year, Trump said.

“They’ve got to get it done,” he said. “They
have got to get the deal closed. If they don’t
get what they want, I would walk away. If you
don’t get a fair deal, you walk away.” Trump
repeated his backing for those candidates to
succeed May who have said Britain must leave
on the due date of Oct 31 with or without a

deal. Those candidates include former foreign
secretary Boris Johnson, whom Trump praised
in an interview with the Sun newspaper on
Friday, along with former Brexit minister
Dominic Raab and interior minister Sajid Javid.

Trump said it was a mistake for the
Conservatives not to involve Farage, the Brexit
Party leader, in talks with Brussels after his
success in European Parliament elections last
month. “I like Nigel a lot. He has a lot to offer -
he is a very smart person,” Trump said. “They
won’t bring him in but think how well they
would do if they did. They just haven’t figured
that out yet.” On the Brexit divorce bill, Trump
said: “If I were them, I wouldn’t pay 50 billion
dollars. That is a tremendous number.”

A meeting with either Johnson, favorite to
succeed May, or Farage, a bombastic anti-
establishment campaigner, would be seen as a
snub for May who is bowing out after failing
to negotiate a Brexit deal that parliament
could ratify. British officials are privately con-
cerned that Trump could heap further
ignominy on May, who battled in vain to unify
her ruling Conservatives behind a deal and
cried while announcing the end of her pre-
miership in Downing Street last month.

Brexit
On his last visit to the United Kingdom, in

July last year, Trump shocked Britain’s political
establishment by hammering May’s Brexit
negotiation for being too weak with the EU
and by praising rival Johnson as a “great”
potential prime minister. Trump’s national
security adviser John Bolton said on Thursday
the United States did not want to “get in the
middle” of Brexit or a discussion of the next
government’s policies. Bolton dismissed con-
cerns about Brexit: “You know, America
declared its independence once - we made
out okay,” he quipped.

Brexit is the most significant geopolitical
move for the United Kingdom since World
War Two and if it ever happens then London
will be more reliant on the United States as
ties loosen with the other 27 members of the
EU. At a meeting with May, Trump will warn
Britain that security cooperation could be hurt
if London allows China’s Huawei a role in
building parts of the 5G network, the next
generation of cellular technology.

The Trump administration has told allies
not to use its 5G technology and equipment
because of fears it would allow China to spy
on sensitive communications and data. Huawei
denies it is, or could be, a vehicle for Chinese
intelligence. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
told Britain last month it needed to change its
attitude towards China and Huawei, casting

the world’s second largest economy as a
threat to the West similar to that once posed
by the Soviet Union. Britain’s so-called special
relationship with the United States is an
enduring alliance, but some British voters see
Trump as crude, volatile and opposed to their

values on issues ranging from global warming
to his treatment of women. A blimp depicting
Trump as a snarling, nappy-clad baby will fly
outside Britain’s parliament during the visit
while protesters plan a “carnival of resistance”
in central London.  — Reuters

Trump wades into Britain’s Brexit 
crisis, straining diplomatic norms

US leader heaps praise on potential successor to May

LONDON: Police officers patrol along the US and Union flag-lined Mall leading to Buckingham
Palace yesterday ahead of a visit to the UK by US President Donald Trump. — AFP 

Normandy D-Day 
tourism boom brings 
crowds, controversy 
CAEN, France: The number of people visiting the World War
II cemeteries, museums and battle sites along the Normandy
coast of France has soared in recent years, creating a tourist
windfall but generating criticism that a harrowing chapter of
history is being sullied by crass commercialism. The tourist
surge began in 1994 with the 50th anniversary commemora-
tions of the D-Day landings, in which hundreds of veterans
took pride of place for the first time. The following year some
2.9 million people visited the region specifically to explore
the war’s legacy, a figure that has grown steadily to nearly
five million annual visitors each year.

“The first museums were created four or five years
after the war, first by local collectors who gathered up
what the soldiers left behind, then by local museums,” said
Dominique Saussey, a D-Day specialist at the Normandy
tourist board. The jump in war history tourism later got a
major boost with the opening of the official Caen
Memorial Museum in 1988, which now attracts around
370,000 people a year. But it’s the military cemeteries that
have long attracted the biggest numbers, in particular the
American cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer, where 1.4 million
people came last year to honour the 9,300 graves marked
by crosses or the Star of David.

The 22,000 British dead are spread across 18 cemeter-
ies, and in recent years the German cemetery at La
Cambe, with 21,000 graves, has started attracting around
450,000 people each year. “For a long time we only talked
about an Allied public, but now we’re focusing on a

German public as well,” Saussey said. In 2017, 20 percent
of Normandy war visitors were British, 15 percent Dutch,
14 percent American, 11 percent German, and 10 Belgian,
her office said.

New generation 
Alongside the dozens of memorials and sites, however,

a range of new tourist operations have emerged, offering
souvenirs, Jeep and tank rides, and even a D-Day “escape
game”. “We want to try to make what the American para-
troopers did on the night of June 5-6 come alive, so that
younger generations will then look at our displays,” said
Emmanuel Allain at the “D-Day Experience” museum at
Carentan-les-Marais. For Ä13 ($14.50), visitors can have a
seven-minute ride in a flight simulator for a C-47 cargo

plane, which dropped 13,000 US soldiers at Sainte-Mere-
Eglise for the Normandy landings.

Since opening the simulator in 2015, the museum now
has 130,000 visitors a year, up from just 20,000 previous-
ly. Its gift store sells a D-Day Monopoly board game, a
Ä7,500 helmet or a 14,500-euro jacket. A few kilometres
away, “Le Blockhaus” will soon open its escape game to re-
create the June 1944 beach stormings, while the Normandy
Victory Museum offers 10-minute tank rides for Ä39. And
near Sainte-Mere-Eglise, groups can sign up for a Ä400
theatrical nighttime re-enactment of the parachute landing,
complete with Jeep tour. “At a time when veterans are dis-
appearing, we also have to reach youths, with visits orient-
ed toward a generation that doesn’t have any family or
emotional ties to the landings,” Saussey said. — AFP

CONDOR AMAYA, Bolivia: Bolivian Aymara natives attend a handing over ceremony of 11 ‘chullpas’ (funerary
towers) restored by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation at the Condor Amaya archaeological
site in Umala on May 29, 2019. — AFP 

US’ Grand Canyon 
offers awe-inspiring 
beauty, deadly risk 
GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Attention, Grand
Canyon visitors - watch your step before attempting a
selfie from the edge of the vertiginously deep and per-
ilously steep US landmark. The national park surrounding
the enormous canyon - the second-most visited US
national park, after the Great Smoky Mountains in the
country’s southeast - has experienced a distressing surge
in fatal accidents, with at least four visitors dying in as
many weeks in March and April.

The views that draw millions to the park in the high
Arizona desert are stunning, to be sure, both in their rich
earth hues and in the sheer immensity of the gap cleaved
over eons by the unceasing Colorado River as it winds sin-
uously through the canyon bottom. But the views can also
distract or disorient visitors - some of whom take risks
despite park rangers’ constant warnings - and the result
can be fatal. The body of a Japanese tourist was the first
one found this spring, located in a wooded area some dis-
tance from the rocky cliffs. 

Then came three fatal falls, including that of a fifty-
something tourist from Hong Kong who toppled over the
edge while snapping photos. The park has placed protec-

tive barriers at some popular vista points, but “we don’t
want to put barriers everywhere,” park spokeswoman Kris
Fister told AFP. “The specialness about parks is not being
enclosed.” 

“You don’t have a barrier between you and this amaz-
ing place,” she added, “but you have to pay attention. We
tell people to stay on the designated trails and walkways
and to keep a safe distance from the rim” - and of course,
to pay attention when taking pictures, said Fister, dressed
in the gray military-style shirt and khaki pants of a park
ranger. “That’s pretty common sense.” But at the park’s
Mather Point, which offers especially scenic views not far
from the visitor center on the canyon’s South Rim, the
message does not always get through. This natural vista
point, the most heavily visited in the park, may be the spot
in the US most often captured in visitors’ selfies. From here
to the canyon’s North Rim is a distance of 16 km.

There are protective barriers. But not far away, a young
woman ventures to the very edge of the cliff. “We can see
well enough from here,” British tourist Kathryn Kelly sniffs
dismissively, looking at the risk-taking woman. “I don’t see
the point stepping closer to the edge.” “I heard of a man
who died trying to take a selfie, and I’m struggling to feel
sorry for him,” Kelly said. “It’s a kind of natural selection.”
Of the dozen people who, on average, die each year in the
canyon, relatively few fall to their deaths, according to
park service statistics. Most deaths are linked to the dra-
matic change in altitude and to dehydration in the crushing
summer heat faced by hikers - despite the frequent warn-
ing signs that say things like “Don’t become a statistic” and
“Down is optional, up is mandatory.” — AFP 

Conservatives 
riding high into 
Greek local polls 
ATHENS: Greeks voted in municipal elections yesterday,
with the conservative opposition set to make more gains
against Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras’ ruling left just a
month before they face off in general elections. The New
Democracy party will be hoping to repeat its performance
in last month’s European election when it took 33 percent
of the vote - nine points more than the ruling Syriza party.
That unexpectedly poor result prompted Tsipras, a social-
ist who has overseen austerity measures since the Greek
debt crisis, to call parliamentary elections for July 7, three
months earlier than scheduled.

Yesterday saw the second round run-off of voting for
city mayors and regional governors. In the first round of
local and regional elections in May, New Democracy won
five of Greece’s 13 regions, while the left took just one.
Analysts say the leftists appear set to lose control of the
capital, Athens, and the second city of Thessaloniki in the
north. Another key region at risk is Attica province. 

“Hope has returned, it is revenge... against the pop-
ulism of Tsipras,” the opposition-leaning daily To Vima
wrote in one of its front page headlines. Tsipras urged
voters to choose the “mayors of progress”, calling yeter-
day’s vote a “crucial” choice in a statement to reporters
after voting in Kypseli, a working-class neighborhood in
Athens. Costas Bakoyannis, a former provincial governor,
is expected to win the Athens mayor’s office, held by a
leftist mayor. — AFP

ARROMANCHES-LES-BAINS, France: Visitors walk on May 30, 2019 around the remains of “Mulberry harbor”, a tempo-
rary harbor built off the coast of Normandy by the British during World War II in 1944, in the days following the
Normandy landings. — AFP  

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK: Hikers are seen on the edge of the cliffs of the Grand Canyon on May
15, 2019. — AFP 

Bolivia restores 
myth-generating 
funerary towers 
CONDOR AMAYA, Bolivia: Unique quadrangular pre-Inca
towers made of earth and straw, standing up to eight
meters tall, dot the landscape at Condor Amaya on the
Bolivian altiplano - giving rise to myths and legends. These
eight “chullpas” standing almost side by side are funerary
towers that have been built with a technique unique to this
site in the Bolivian Andes. Severina Flores, a skilled wool
weaver and sheep breeder, remembers that she was scared
of the towers when she was young.

“Before, when I was ‘wawa’ (a child) we would never
approach them because when we did we would fall ill,” the
29-year-old mother of four told AFP. The chullpas measure
between two and eight meters high and two to four meters
wide. They all have a small entrance door facing the rising
sun in the east. That gave rise to myths and legends relat-
ing to the sun. A story told by a Don Estanislao Colque
claims that the pre-Incan towers “lived with the moon” and
“walked on the earth” many generations ago.

But the earth changed position and the sun stopped ris-
ing in the west to be born again sometime later in the east,
“burning” all those chullpas facing the other way. “It’s a
myth, but valuable, because mythology is also part of her-

itage,” said Greek archeologist Irene Delaveris. Other,
more rational, explanations for the doors’ orientation:
Wind and rain arriving from the west.

The towers were built during two cultural periods: the
pre-Incan Aymara kingdoms and the Inca-Pacajes period,
conservation expert Guido Mamani told AFP. The oldest
of these towers were built in the 15th century, according
to Delaveris. Chullpas were first built in the 10th and 11th
centuries by the Aymara kingdoms following the end of
the Tiwanaku culture. The practice continued through the
Inca period until the arrival of Spanish conquistadors.
They were used for the burials of royalty, military officials
or wealthy people. Condor Amaya - known as Kuntur
Amaya in the Aymara language - is a small village of 40
families around 130 km to the southwest of La Paz. It has
11 funerary towers restored by the culture ministry in col-
laboration with the government of Switzerland. There are
39 chullpas in the area, some in ruins, ravaged by time and
the unforgiving climate. In the La Paz department there are
around 300 overall, according to the culture ministry.

There are also similar funerary structures in neighbor-
ing Peru, but those are circular. “For me it’s an expression
of engineering that is unique in the world, because these
constructions were not built in any other part of the world
with this technique,” said Delaveris. The walls appear to be
made from “a mix of whole straw with mud” which “gener-
ates a material like fabric,” she added. However, there is a
secret organic ingredient as well, yet to be identified, that
“could be the collagen in llama bones or a local plant that
gave it that hardness that has allowed it to be preserved
over centuries”. — AFP 


