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In this file photo US actor Robert Pattinson arrives at the
Marrakech International Film festival in the city of
Marrakesh. — AFP 

“Bionic showgirl” Viktoria Modesta, who
is set to take the stage at the risque
Crazy Horse cabaret in Paris next week,

says she has had to reinvent herself after being
treated as an outcast over her artifical leg. Born
in Latvia under Soviet rule with a malformed left
hip and leg due to an accident at birth, Viktoria
Modesta (her stage name) was 20 when she
chose amputation “for medical and psychologi-
cal reasons”. With her intense look and black
outfit, dark hair pulled into a bun and long nails
painted in metallic colours, the 31-year-old
recounted her origins, recalling her debut in a
private salon with red walls and dimmed light in
an ambiance known as “nude chic”.

“They were destroying me as a human being
and I had to create my new identity,” said
Modesta, a British national having emigrated to
the UK. “When I was born my mum didn’t see
me for five days,” she told AFP, noting that her
mother was pressured at the age of 17 to send
her baby to an orphanage.  “My mum... saved
me from being sent away somewhere,” she said.

“Growing up as a kid, it was a lot of adults
making decisions on my behalf. And not all of
them were correct and I ended up in a situation
where my creative spirit didn’t align with my
physical ability and I really wanted to fix that.”
She recalled feeling the harsh judgments of
people around her, such as “old ladies looking at
you and saying, ‘Oh my God, how are you gonna

survive when you grow up, who is gonna marry
you?’.” The performer said she grew up in an
“extreme environment”, with those who were
not “biologically accurate” treated as “second-
class citizens”. “I felt so outcast that I had to
build my own new identity.”

‘Your body, you truly own’ 
The amputation was a watershed moment,

giving her a chance to regain control of her
body and make a break with a painful past.  She
has said previously that she chose to have her
leg amputated below the knee to “improve
mobility and safeguard future health”. It took
her five years to persuade surgeons to do the
operation, which she described as literally sev-
ering the thing that was holding her back.

Drawing inspiration from avant-garde British
fashion designer Alexander McQueen and US
artist Matthew Barney, Modesta said: “Your
body is the only thing you truly own... It was a
part of survival, bringing me a more fulfilling
and happy life.”  She grew up mainly in Britain
and now lives in the United States, describing
herself as a “citizen of the world”. In Paris, she
will perform at the world famous Crazy Horse
nightclub from June 3-16, using a different pros-
thesis for each scene, surrounded by dancers
with only lighting effects to cover their nudity.

In one number, an “artistic prosthesis”
breaks ice and it has already been viewed 12

million times on YouTube. In 2012 Modesta per-
formed at the closing ceremony of the
Paralympics in London wearing a diamond
prosthesis before a crowd of some 90,000. She
said she thought then: “The fact that I had an
amputation doesn’t make me different. There are
millions of people with the same physical situa-
tion, it’s my perspective and my view on the
world that really made things different.”

‘Balancing strength, vulnerability’ 
She said the Crazy Horse experience “per-

fectly captures the essence of femininity” and
would allow her to find “a good balance
between strength and vulnerability”. No longer
feeling the need to suppress her sexuality in the
name of her art, she said, “Here I decided to do
the opposite. It’s really important to bring our
sexual identity into the creative process.”

She added that her message “would be that
the modern woman... is someone who chooses
exactly who she wants to be... There is no limi-
tation of ‘I have to be soft or I have to be
hard’, the thing is creating your own cocktail
of qualities”. “I’m going to explore several
facets of myself in this performance” at the
Crazy Horse. —  AFP

‘Bionic’ amputee to star at Crazy Horse cabaret

Robert Pattinson has been chosen as the new Batman,
beating out several other actors, including Nicholas
Hoult, to play the Caped Crusader, Variety said

Friday. The 33-year-old “Twilight” heartthrob is set to play
the vigilante superhero in a standalone movie called “The
Batman,” under the direction of Matt Reeves, who was
behind the last two “Planet of the Apes” sequels, the
entertainment magazine said. Filming is slated to start in
the coming months with a release date expected in June
2021. A Warner Bros spokeswoman would not confirm the
news to AFP, saying only: “I can confirm that we are in
negotiations.” Pattinson’s agent did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

Pattinson, who shot to fame as teenage vampire
Edward Cullen in the “Twilight” saga, has avoided the
spotlight in recent years, evolving from a teenage heart-
throb to an indie darling. He recently starred in acclaimed
French director Claire Denis’s sci-fi mystery “High Life,”
which earned him critical praise. He also stars in “The
Lighthouse,” a dark fantasy horror film that was also well
received at this year’s Cannes Film Festival. As Batman,
Pattinson will be replacing Ben Affleck who retired from
the role after playing Bruce Wayne in 2016’s “Batman v.
Superman: Dawn of Justice” and 2017’s “Justice
League.”— AFP
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Chicago prosecutors on Thursday filed 11 felony sex
crime charges against R&B superstar R Kelly, in
what his lawyer said was a refiling of counts from

an existing case. The 52-year-old, whose legal name is
Robert Kelly, already had been facing 10 felony counts,
filed in February, for the alleged abuse of four women. He
has denied the charges and claimed his accusers are lying.
The latest counts are refiled charges related to one of the
four accusers and not a new case, Kelly’s lawyer Steve
Greenberg said. “These are the same conduct, just
charged differently, same alleged victim, same time frame,
same facts,” Greenberg said on Twitter. “It changes noth-
ing,” he added.

The 11 charges handed down by a grand jury in
Chicago are connected to the January 2010 alleged sexual
assault and abuse of a person identified in court docu-
ments only as JP. Three of the charges are for the sexual
abuse of a child between 13 and 16 years old. In some of
the counts, Kelly is accused of having threatened or used
force against JP. The singer is currently out on bail. He will
appear in court June 6 on the new charges, US media
reported. The Cook County State’s Attorney’s office, which
is prosecuting the case, did not immediately return a
request for comment.

In March, Lanita Carter identified herself as one of the
four women in the Chicago case, and the only one who
was an adult when the alleged abuse occurred. She says
that while working as Kelly’s hairdresser, the singer tried
to force her to perform oral sex. When she resisted, he
allegedly masturbated on her. Carter spoke through tears
about her struggle to come forward against a global
celebrity. “If I die tomorrow, I know that I told the truth,”
she told CBS News. “It’s hard when it’s a celebrity. It’s not
easy.” The accusations echo previous ones of sexual mis-
conduct that have followed the artist for the last two
decades. In a March interview, Kelly vehemently denied
the charges and said he was “fighting” for his life. “I didn’t
do this stuff. This not me,” Kelly told CBS News. “Whether
they’re old rumors, new rumors, future rumors, not
true.”— AFP

Former American drug kingpin Frank Lucas,
whose criminal exploits were profiled in the
film “American Gangster”, has died at the age

of 88, his nephew told media Friday. Adrian
Lassiter told Rolling Stone magazine his uncle had
died of natural causes without giving further
details.  Raised in North Carolina, Lucas became
one of New York’s biggest heroin dealers between
the late 1960s and 1975, claiming that he imported
the drug from Southeast Asia in the coffins of
American soldiers who died in the Vietnam War.
This claim was challenged by several of his con-
temporaries but was featured in Ridley Scott’s
2007 biopic, in which he was played by Denzel
Washington.

Lucas told the New York Times in 2000 that he
was making $1 million a day at the peak of his
criminal empire. He was known for his flamboyant
displays of wealth, including his outing to the 1971
boxing match between Muhammad Ali and Joe
Frazier at Madison Square Garden, where he
appeared wearing a long coat and hat made from
chinchilla.  “I could not have people who made less
money than me walking around thinking they ruled
the world,” he wrote in his autobiography “Original
Gangster.” Arrested in 1975, he collaborated with
the US authorities and was paroled in 1981 despite
a 70-year prison sentence.  He was again arrested
in 1984 and sentenced to an additional seven years
in prison for drug trafficking. — AFP

American Musician Leon Redbone, known for reviving
pre-World War II musical styles with his own twist, died
on Thursday at age 69, according to a statement on his

website. “It is with heavy hearts we announce that early this
morning, May 30 2019, Leon Redbone crossed the delta for that
beautiful shore at the age of 127,” read the statement written in
the sly style of the musician known for his mysterious persona.
“He departed our world with his guitar, trusty companion Rover,
and a simple tip of his hat,” it continued.

Neither the cause nor place of death were specified. The
musician retired in 2015 for health reasons. With a stage pres-
ence resembling a mash-up of American guitar maverick Frank
Zappa, French jazz legend Marcel Zanini and comedian
Groucho Marx, Redbone seemed a creation of the early 20th
century Vaudeville style even though his rise to popularity
began decades later. Described in turn as a jazz, folk or blues
musician, Redbone recreated the long-lost world of “minstrel
shows,” musical showcases that traveled the southern United

States from the end of the 19th century until the Great
Depression began in 1929.

While he kept his past deliberately mysterious, the Toronto
Star revealed that he was born Dickran Gobalian in Cyprus
before immigrating to Canada in the 1960s, while The New York
Times separately put his birthday at August 26, 1949, making
him 69 at the time of his death. Redbone achieved fame with
appearances on American television shows like “Saturday Night
Live” and Johnny Carson’s “Tonight Show” beginning in the
1970s. Paradoxically, one of his best-known compositions was
titled “Please Don’t Talk About Me When I’m Gone.” A 2018
documentary about Redbone was given the same title.

The musician released 16 albums, beginning with “On the
Track” in 1975 and concluding with “Flying By” in 2014. “People
like to listen to music, I don’t know why, I don’t,” he told AFP in
his trademark self-deprecating style. “But as I’m not a dictator,
I’m not going to impose my taste on the public.”— AFP

Elton John has slammed the removal of gay sex scenes
from the Russian version of the musical biopic of his life
“Rocketman” as “cruelly unaccepting”. Film critics who

watched a preview on Friday said the local distributor had
censored some scenes for legal reasons. In a joint statement
with the filmmakers, the superstar said he only became aware
of the cuts on Friday. “We reject in the strongest possible
terms the decision to censor Rocketman for the Russian mar-
ket,” said the statement, published on the singer’s Twitter
account.

“That the local distributor had found it necessary to edit
out certain scenes, denying the audience the opportunity to
see the film as it was intended is a sad reflection on the divid-
ed world we still live in and how it can still be so cruelly unac-
cepting of the love between two people.” Russia has a dire
record on LGBT rights and a controversial law bans the pro-
motion of “non-traditional sexual relationships” to minors,
though it is not clear why this would apply to the 18-rated film.
Film critic Anton Dolin wrote on his Facebook page that all the

sex or kissing scenes had been cut out, adding that the edits
had been “very obvious”.

The film, which is set for general release in Russia next
week, addresses the British pop icon’s struggles with his sexu-
ality, drugs and alcohol. Another journalist who attended the
screening, Misha Kozyrev, wrote that scenes featuring drugs
were also cut from the film. “Yes, the film has been amended to
comply with the laws of the Russian Federation,” distribution
company Central Partnership told the TASS news agency,
without providing details.

Family life also censored 
Russia’s culture minister Vladimir Medinsky told state

agency RIA Novosti that his ministry had nothing to do with
the edits and that “everything is decided by the distributor.”
“We do not cut anything, I don’t even understand what this is
about,” he was quoted as saying. Film critic Dolin said the text
that ends the film was also changed, to say only that Elton
John founded an NGO to fight AIDS. But in the original, view-

ers learn that he eventually found love and is raising two chil-
dren with his same-sex partner.

In the statement, the singer praises Paramount Pictures for
being “brave and bold” in allowing a true representation of his
life. “We believe in building bridges and open dialogue, and
will continue to push for the breaking down of barriers until all
people are heard equally across the world,” the statement
concluded. Amnesty International called the censorship of the
film “an insult for the rights of LGBTI people.” In a statement
on Friday it said the editing of the film was an example of
Russia’s anti-gay laws “undercutting freedom of expression
and encouraging homophobia in Russia.”

Other films that included gay scenes, including the recent
biopic about British rock star Freddy Mercury, “Bohemian
Rhapsody”, were shown in Russian cinemas. Elton John is
popular in Russia, where he first performed during the Soviet
era in 1979 but he has been a vocal critic of the country’s anti-
gay laws. “Rocketman” premiered on May 16 at the Cannes
film festival where it received a standing ovation. — AFP

In this file photo US music artist R Kelly attends a hearing on
his sex abuse case, at the George N Leighton Criminal Court
Building in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP 

Elton John blasts Russian cuts of gay sex scenes in ‘Rocketman’

This photo taken on September 15, 2005 shows Leon
Redbone, jazz and blues musician, posing in a
restaurant in Paris. — AFP 


