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WASHINGTON: Just a few days after return-
ing from his visit to Japan, where he met new
Emperor Naruhito, Donald Trump heads to
Britain, where Queen Elizabeth II will receive
him during a state visit that could be rocky.
The US president - who has never hidden his
affinity for military honor guards and red-car-
pet diplomacy - will arrive in London at a
moment when the country’s politics are in dis-
array. Prime Minister Theresa May will soon
step down, her party is looking for a succes-
sor and Britons are wondering how their
“Brexit” from the European Union is going to
happen - and what it will mean for them.

His last visit to Britain nearly a year ago,
which brought tens of thousands of protesters
into the streets, was particularly tumultuous
after Trump’s criticism of May to The Sun
tabloid caused an uproar. Trump’s three-day
stay this time around begins tomorrow with a
ceremony at Buckingham Palace followed by
lunch with the queen. That evening, he will be
the guest of honor at a state dinner, a privi-
lege also afforded to George W Bush and
Barack Obama.

So what kind of attitude will the billionaire
Republican adopt on the trip? Will he weigh
in further on who should next occupy 10
Downing Street? Will he offer Britons advice
on how to leave the EU? As have all his pred-

ecessors, he will certainly emphasize the “spe-
cial relationship” between the United States
and Britain. But the rest - as with most things
related to POTUS 45 - is hard to predict. “I
think President Trump is perhaps looking
most forward to his interactions with the royal
family,” said Heather Conley, director of the
Europe program at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

In the summer of 2018, Trump had tea with
Elizabeth II at Windsor Castle, but was not
afforded the pomp and circumstance of a
state visit. Before he sets foot on British soil,
there are multiple calls for protests - and con-
troversy is already brewing. The leader of
Britain’s main opposition Labour party,
Jeremy Corbyn, declined an invitation to the
state dinner in Trump’s honor. He said it wasn’t
the time to roll out the red carpet for a presi-
dent who “rips up vital international treaties,
backs climate change denial and uses racist
and misogynist rhetoric”.

The ‘excellent’ Boris Johnson 
On Tuesday, Trump’s trip will take a decid-

edly political turn when he sits down with
May, just days before she steps down on June
7. While she was the first foreign leader wel-
comed to the White House after Trump’s elec-
tion victory in Nov 2016, their relationship has

not always been rosy. Tensions have soared on
occasion and the disputes between the two
sides are real. “When you look at the US-UK
relationship, there’s a lot of bilateral disagree-
ment,” Conley said, naming Iran as a major
point of contention, seeing as Britain backs
the nuclear deal dumped by Trump.

The Paris climate accord, which Trump
also abandoned, is also on the list. The US
president’s talks with Prince Charles, who is
actively pro-environment, could focus on
this issue. China and its controversial tech
giant Huawei could also be on the agenda,
as well as a US-British trade deal, though
no concrete progress is expected from this
trip. Before heading across the Atlantic,
Trump staked a claim to close ties with
Boris Johnson, the pro-Brexit favorite in the
race to succeed May, and anti-EU populist
Nigel Farage.

“Nigel Farage is a friend of mine. Boris is a
friend of mine. They’re two very good guys,
interesting people. I like them,” Trump said.
“Maybe it is not my business to support peo-
ple but I have a lot of respect for both of
those men.” He doubled down on Friday,
praising Johnson’s bid for the prime minister’s
post in an interview with The Sun. “I think
Boris would do a very good job. I think he
would be excellent,” he said. “I have always

liked him. I don’t know that he is going to be
chosen, but I think he is a very good guy, a
very talented person.” No meetings are
scheduled with Johnson or Farage - for now.

Trump added that several candidates in the

Conservative leadership race had asked for his
support, without revealing who. A key Leave
campaigner in the Brexit referendum, Johnson
has said he is prepared to take Britain out of
the European Union, “deal or no deal”. — AFP
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Trump to formally 
announce re-election 
bid on June 18 
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump said
Friday that he would formally announce his bid for re-
election at a June 18 rally in Florida - a state that was
key to his victory in 2016. Trump’s wife Melania, Vice
President Mike Pence and his wife Karen will also be
part of the evening event in Orlando at the Amway
Center arena, Trump said on Twitter. “I will be
announcing my Second Term Presidential Run... on
June 18th in Orlando,” he said. “Join us for this
Historic Rally!”

The event is largely symbolic - Trump has made it
clear since taking office that he planned to run again in
2020, has held multiple campaign rallies and has already
raised tens of millions of dollars. When he speaks to his
supporters, he often refers to his six remaining years in
power - not the 18 months left in his first term. Trump
will launch his campaign against the backdrop of
mounting Democratic calls for his impeachment, includ-
ing by several of the nearly two dozen members of the
opposition party seeking to unseat him.

For now, the 72-year-old billionaire Republican
leader has focused his energy - and fiery criticism -
on Democratic frontrunner Joe Biden, the 76-year-old
former vice president. Biden, a six-term senator
before serving as number two to president Barack
Obama, has taken a substantial lead in early polling.
Trump has referred to him as “Sleepy Joe” - and even
“SleepyCreepy Joe”. Biden styles himself, like Trump,
as an ardent defender of working class Americans -
someone who can win back the Midwestern, white,
male blue-collar voters who went for the Republican
in 2016. Trump defeated Democrat Hillary Clinton to
win the White House.

Three weeks ago, Trump said the Democratic
presidential primary would come down to a race
between Biden and independent Senator Bernie
Sanders, who lost the nomination to Clinton in 2016.
“Looks to me like it’s going to be SleepyCreepy Joe
over Crazy Bernie,” Trump tweeted. “Everyone else is
fading fast!” In the announcement of his presidential
run in April, Biden said Trump had “fundamentally
altered the character of this nation.” The scene of
Trump’s announcement is no accident: Florida is a
major prize for any presidential candidate, and tradi-
tionally a battleground state. — AFP

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colorado: US President Donald Trump places his hand on his heart as he
listens to the national anthem being played during the 2019 graduation ceremony at the United
States Air Force Academy on May 30, 2019. — AFP 

Ocasio-Cortez back 
behind the bar in 
minimum wage push 
NEW YORK: American congresswoman Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez returned to her restaurant roots on Friday,
donning an apron and serving drinks in Manhattan in a
push to raise the country’s minimum wage. The 29-year-
old New Yorker and rising political star, who describes
herself as a socialist, worked as a bartender and waitress
in a restaurant in her hometown before entering Congress
last year. “I was nervous that I may have lost my touch -
still got it! That muscle memory doesn’t quit,” she wrote on
Twitter after an hour taking orders and swinging a cocktail
shaker at a restaurant in her Queens constituency.

Ocasio-Cortez was promoting of the “One Fair Wage”
campaign, which is calling for a raise to the federal hourly
minimum wage to $15 for service workers. “The federal
tipped minimum wage is $2.13 an hour. That is unaccept-
able. Any job that pays $2.13 an hour is not a job. It’s
indentured servitude,” she said behind the bar. “All labor
has dignity, and the way that we give labor dignity is by
paying people the respect and value that they are worth.”

Bronx-born Ocasio-Cortez, who has become a
favorite target of Donald Trump supporters, owes part
of her aura to her magnetic social media presence and
her bold, progressive political platform. She told the
Guardian last year that prior to entering politics she
worked 18-hour shifts as a waitress and bartender to
help save her mother’s home from foreclosure. From the
start, Ocasio-Cortez traded heavily on her non-privi-
leged background in her quest to defeat a 10-term,

Democratic Party grandee in her first political race in a
New York primary last June. Overnight, she went from
total unknown to the toast of coastal America, profiled

in Vogue, a guest on chat shows and jetting around the
country lending her rock-star status to other insurgent
candidates. — AFP 

NEW YORK: US Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez works behind the bar at the Queensboro Restaurant on Friday in
the Queens borough. — AFP 

Miami’s would-be 
prince gets long 
stay behind bars 
MIAMI: A Florida man who posed as a Saudi royal for
three decades and cheated people out of $8 million will
spend 18 years in prison for fraud, authorities said Friday.
Anthony Gignac, 48, constructed a personal world of luxu-
ry from his regal scam involving fake diplomatic creden-
tials and a coterie of bodyguards. Posing as Khalid Bin Al-
Saud, he lived in a condo on Miami’s posh Fisher Island,
drove a Ferrari with a forged diplomatic license plate and

eagerly courted investors and gift-givers. He was accom-
panied by bodyguards carrying fake diplomatic papers
and demanded to be treated according to royal protocol,
which he used to justify demands for gifts from potential
investors. Dozens of people deposited money into his bank
accounts, thinking Gignac, whose apartment bore a sign
on its door reading “Sultan”, would invest it. Instead, he
spent it on everything from designer clothes to yachts to
private jet rides.

Gignac moved to Miami in 2017 but Prince Khalid
emerged long before then. Born in Colombia, Gignac was
adopted by a family in Michigan at age seven, with his
alter-ego first emerging 10 years later when he was 17
years old. Since then, Gignac has been arrested and con-
victed several times for fraud, but that wasn’t enough to
stop Prince Khalid. Amazingly, his years as a fraudster
started to collapse like a house of cards around him when

a real estate developer saw Gignac happily eating ham,
bacon and other pork products that would normally be
off-limits for a devout Muslim prince, according to the
Miami Herald.

In November 2017, he was arrested and charged with 18
counts, including electronic fraud and aggravated identity
theft. “Over the course of the last three decades, Anthony
Gignac has portrayed himself as a Saudi Prince in order to
manipulate, victimize, and scam countless investors from
around the world,” US Attorney Ariana Fajardo Orshan said
in a statement. “As the leader of a sophisticated, multi-per-
son, international fraud scheme, Gignac used his fake per-
sona... to sell false hope,” she said. “Dozens of unsuspecting
investors were stripped of their investments, losing more
than $8 million.” Judge Cecilia Altonaga handed down the
hefty sentence, saying Gignac’s life of luxury crime had
been “really extraordinary”. — AFP 

Guaido renews call 
for Maduro to quit 
after Norway talks 
SABANETA, Venezuela: Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido
renewed calls for President Nicolas Maduro to resign on Friday while
campaigning in the birthplace of former leader Hugo Chavez, following
inconclusive talks in Norway to end the country’s crisis. Guaido - who is
backed by the United States and is recognized as interim president by
more than 50 countries - has been leading a push to oust leftist firebrand
Maduro, who has presided over a crumbling economy after succeeding
Chavez in 2013.

During a brief speech before a handful of followers in the small town of
Sabaneta, Guaido called for a “large mobilization” of protesters to rally
against the government over shortages of gasoline and prolonged black-
outs in the country. “The real solution is, without a doubt, to leave once
and for all and let us live in peace,” he said of Maduro. Sabaneta has been
turned into a shrine for the hugely popular Chavez, who mixed a larger-
than-life personality with a man-of-the-people style and generously-
funded social programs through oil revenues. 

Dozens of walls in the town are adorned with murals of the leftist
leader, who died of cancer in 2013, and a bronze and granite statue of the
former president, donated by the Rosneft oil company on behalf of
Russian President Vladimir Putin, stands six blocks away from where
Guaido spoke on Friday. But Maduro struggled to fill his mentor’s shoes
and he quickly lost favor after a fall in oil prices in 2014 precipitated a
massive economic crisis.

Sabaneta resident Mireya Moreno, 61, said that even locals who had
staunchly supported Chavez had turned against his successor. “We have
hope that Juan Guaido will take us out of this hole we are in,” the
teacher told AFP. Venezuela is reeling from astronomical rises in the cost
of consumer goods, with the International Monetary Fund forecasting an

inflation rate of 10 mil l ion percent by the end of the year.
Representatives of Guaido and Maduro met face-to-face in Oslo this
week as part of talks mediated by Norway aimed at resolving the coun-
try’s political deadlock. Further talks are planned despite the first meet-
ing ending without agreement. Maduro’s government will go into the
next round proposing the “release” of resources for medical transplants
which are blocked by US sanctions, the leader said Friday. Four children
have died in the last month waiting for bone marrow transplants at the
main pediatric hospital in Caracas. — AFP 

TEGUCIGALPA: Masked protesters set fire
to the gate of the US embassy in Honduras
on Friday during massive demonstrations
against public sector reforms in the country.
Thousands of doctors, teachers and students
had taken to the streets to demand the gov-
ernment abandon plans to privatize the
health and education sectors. Firefighters
came to extinguish the blaze, which
destroyed the diplomatic mission’s gate with-
out damaging the main embassy building. 

The US embassy issued a statement
after the attack urging Hondurans to
refrain from “acts of violence”. Police
spokesman Jair Meza told local media that
one of the suspects, a 23-year-old man,
had been arrested. Relatives of the suspect
later went with a crowd to the police head-
quarters where they shouted demands for
his freedom. Demonstrators blamed “gov-
ernment infiltrators” for the damage to the
embassy. — AFP 

SABANETA, Venezuela: Venezuelan opposition leader and self-proclaimed
interim president Juan Guaido points to supporters during a rally in Barinas
state on Friday. — AFP 

Masked group targets US embassy
with arson attack during protests 

TEGUCIGALPA: A masked demonstrator throws a tyre into a burning fire at the
entrance of the US embassy during a demonstration of the education and health
sectors protesting against government reforms on Friday. — AFP 


