
WASHINGTON: Anthony Rendon hit a grand slam to
break a sixth-inning tie, and Patrick Corbin allowed two
runs in six innings as the Washington Nationals beat
the visiting Atlanta Braves 6-3 on Monday. Rendon (2-
for-5) lofted a shot to left off reliever Chad Sobotka for
his 125th career homer and the third grand slam of his
career. That gave him 500 RBIs in the majors with 23
homers and 80 RBIs this season. He leads major league
third basemen with a 1.020 on-base-plus-slugging per-
centage. Corbin (9-5) allowed five hits and a walk while
striking out eight. He has not lost since June 11. Atlanta
starter Dallas Keuchel (3-4) gave up four runs on six
hits with four walks and four strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings.
After the Braves tied the score 2-2 in the top of the
sixth, Washington rallied in the bottom of the inning.
With one out, Yan Gomez walked and Adrian Sanchez
singled. Sobotka replaced Keuchel and struck out Trea
Turner before walking Adam Eaton to load the bases.
Rendon then unloaded on a 2-0 fastball.

PADRES 8, ORIOLES 1
Fernando Tatis Jr and Franmil Reyes hit back-to-

back home runs on the first two pitches of the game,
and Eric Hosmer later drove in five runs with two
homers as San Diego defeated visiting Baltimore. The
Padres hit five homers in the game, with Luis Urias also
connecting for his first of the season. San Diego rookie
Chris Paddack (7-5) gave up a run on three hits and
two walks, with five strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings. David
Hess (1-10), who was recalled from Triple-A to make
the start, gave up four of the five San Diego home runs.
He was charged with five runs on six hits with seven
strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings.

ROCKIES 9, DODGERS 1
Jon Gray allowed three hits in eight strong innings,

David Dahl homered, and Colorado beat Los Angeles in
Denver. Ian Desmond went 3-for-3 and Nolan Arenado
had two hits and drove in two runs to help the strug-

gling Rockies get a rare win over Los Angeles.
Colorado, which came into the game having lost 17 of
22 in July, is now 3-8 against the Dodgers this season.
Cody Bellinger had two hits and Will Smith had a dou-
ble and scored the lone run for Los Angeles.

MARLINS 11, DIAMONDBACKS 6
Miguel Rojas homered for the third straight game,

leading host Miami over Arizona. The D-backs’ Ketel
Marte hit his 23rd homer of the season, a three-run
blast. However, it wasn’t enough for Arizona, which lost
three of four games in its series against the Marlins,
who have the worst record in the National League.
Rojas has just four homers this year-all of them in the
first or second inning. On Sunday, he joined Hanley
Ramirez in 2006 as the only players in Marlins history
to hit leadoff homers in consecutive games.

REDS 11, PIRATES 6
Jose Iglesias hit a grand slam in a 10-run second

inning, and Cincinnati went on to beat visiting
Pittsburgh. Joey Votto and Eugenio Suarez had three
hits each, and Votto also drove in two runs for the Reds.
Cincinnati handed the Pirates their ninth consecutive
loss, their longest losing streak since dropping 10 in a
row from July 29 to Aug. 7, 2011. Reds starter Sonny
Gray (6-6) went 5 1/3 innings, allowing four runs and
six hits. Alex McRae (0-3) made the first start of his
major league career and allowed seven runs (five
earned) and six hits in 1 1/3 innings. He walked two and
didn’t record a strikeout.

BLUE JAYS 7, ROYALS 3
Cavan Biggio hit a go-ahead solo home run in the

eighth inning and added an RBI single in a three-run
ninth as visiting Toronto defeated Kansas City. Teoscar
Hernandez also hit a solo home run and Randal Grichuk
hit a two-run shot and had three RBIs for the Blue Jays
in the opener of a three-game series. Tim Mayza (1-1)

pitched around a single in the seventh inning to earn
the win. Royals starter Brad Keller (7-10), who had won
his three previous starts and four straight decisions,
allowed four runs on eight hits and no walks while
striking out five in seven-plus innings.

TIGERS 7, ANGELS 2
Miguel Cabrera homered and drove in three runs,

Jordan Zimmermann earned his first victory of the sea-
son, and Detroit beat Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif. In

the first inning, Cabrera hit his sixth homer of the season.
He added a two-run, bases-loaded single in the eighth to
stretch the Tigers’ lead to 5-2. Zimmermann (1-8) hadn’t
won in his previous 13 starts this year. He also was win-
less in his final four starts last year, but he managed to
keep the Angels’ offense in check, giving up two runs on
four hits in 5 1/3 innings for his first victory since Sept. 5,
2018. JaCoby Jones, Harold Castro and Jordy Mercer
each had two hits for Detroit. Kole Calhoun hit his third
homer in six games for the Angels. — Reuters 
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Tsitsipas gets top
billing at the
Washington ATP 
WASHINGTON: Stefanos Tsitsipas began a his-
toric hardcourt run at last year’s ATP Washington
Open and the 20-year-old Greek star returns this
week as the top seed and world number six. And it
might not be too much longer before the devoted
video blogger tests his on-camera talents in the
acting realm.

Tsitsipas, an Australian Open semi-finalist who
crashed out in his first match at Wimbledon earlier
this month, will open against US wildcard Tommy
Paul in a second-round match Wednesday in the
US Open tuneup.

“I’ve matured a lot since last year,” Tsitsipas
said. “I found a new challenge on the ATP Tour. “I
was hungry and very excited. I was very hungry to
make the transition to the ATP, many chances to
play the big guys. That’s what got me so upsized.”
Tsitsipas — seeking a fourth ATP title after wins
at Stockholm last October, Marseille in February
and Portugal in May — has definitely had big
matches against the top stars.

He dropped finals to 18-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Rafael Nadal last year in Barcelona and
Canada, to 20-time Grand Slam winner Roger
Federer in March at Dubai and to world number
one Novak Djokovic, a 16-time Grand Slam cham-
pion, in May at Madrid. Tsitsipas reached the 2018
Washington semi-finals before losing to eventual
champion Alexander Zverev, then the next week
became the youngest player to beat four top-10
rivals in an ATP event, reaching the Canadian
Open final before losing to Nadal.

Sign of things to come 
The effort lifted him from 32nd to 15th in the

ATP rankings and was a sign of things to come,
notably a win in the ATP NextGen Finals and the
ATP’s Most Improved Player award. But his big
breakthrough came in January at the Australian
Open, where he saved all 12 break points he faced
to defeat third-ranked Federer in the fourth round
on the way to the semi-finals, where he lost to
Nadal. His Wimbledon loss, in five sets to Italy’s
Thomas Fabbiano, left more time for his video
work. Tsitsipas has hired Swedish videographer
Hugo Ljungquist to improve his “Greek Abroad”
video blogs.

“I decided it was time to step it up,” he said.
“For me to be able to do it each season I thought it
would be nice to have a videographer travel with
me instead of film it myself.” Stressing “the tennis
is the most important,” Tsitsipas added: “I have a
lot of aspirations. “I’m a big fan of Robert De Niro,
(Martin) Scorsese, Bradley Cooper and the voice
of Morgan Freeman —  obviously you’ve got to
have his voice.”

This week, Tsitsipas has got a new doubles
partner in Nick Kyrgios, an Australian of Greek
and Malaysian heritage. They open against
Colombian top seeds Juan Sebastian Cabal and
Robert Farah. “He’s known for playing pretty good
doubles and I thought playing before singles
would help me get used to conditions faster,”
Tsitsipas said of his decision to team up with the
mercurial Kyrgios. “We both have aggressive
mindsets on the court and we like to be in control
of the points. We’re both tall guys, good serves. “I
guess character-wise (there are) differences but I
think we share lots of things in common so that’s
why I decided to play with him.” — AFP 

Rendon hits a grand slam 
as Nationals defeat Braves 

WASHINGTON DC: Trea Turner #7 of the Washington Nationals was unable to turn a double play over Freddie
Freeman #5 of the Atlanta Braves who is out at second base on a fielder’s choice in the eighth inning at
Nationals Park. — AFP

Drug-tainted
Aussie 
swimmer facing
four-year ban 
SYDNEY: Australian swimmer Shayna
Jack has been notified that she faces a
four-year suspension after testing posi-
tive to a banned drug, unless she can
prove her innocence, a report said yes-
terday. Jack, part of Australia’s 4x100m
freestyle team that set a world record
last year, tested positive to the banned
drug Ligandrol, which helps build muscle
mass, out of competition late last month.

The Daily Telegraph said the
Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority
had told Jack she will receive a four-year
suspension, the standard penalty for ath-
letes who test positive for anabolic
agents. The 20-year-old will be able to
contest the sanction as part of normal
processes. Jack returned home days
before the world championships in South
Korea, citing “personal reasons”. On

Sunday she strenuously denied inten-
tionally taking the banned substance,
which she intimated could be found in
contaminated supplements.

Swimming Australia head coach Jacco
Verhaeren, who arrived back in Brisbane
from the meet yesterday, said he
believed Jack could “definitely” bounce
back from the doping scandal. “There
are cases where the athlete’s name is
cleared and it was all a mistake or con-
tamination or whatever it was. And sure
they come back from that,” he told
reporters. The revelation has proved a
huge embarrassment for Australian
swimming, coming after Olympic cham-
pion Mack Horton’s high-profile protest
against Chinese rival Sun Yang at the
world championships.

Horton refused to share a podium
with Sun, who was cleared of wrongdo-
ing after being accused of smashing vials
of blood following a test last year, a
decision that is the subject of a World
Anti-Doping Agency appeal. Australia’s
newspapers have plastered the story
across both their back and front pages,
while the social media backlash has been
swift, with the swimmer being inundated
by trolls calling for her to be banned and
denouncing her as a “hypocrite”.

Her manager Phil Stoneman said
Monday that the 20-year-old did not
ingest the drug via supplement tablets
and was now examining her diet. “It
could be meat, it could be mushrooms, it
could be anything. It could be some-
thing in a bottle,” he told national
broadcaster ABC. “It’s a bit of jigsaw
puzzle as to how this has come into her

system.” The Australian team was only
told of her positive result on Saturday,
with Horton later calling the revelations
“disappointing”. The controversy, which
comes on the heels of the
“Sandpapergate” cheating scandal that
rocked the national cricket team last
year, risks doing further damage to
Australia’s sporting reputation. — AFP 

Shayna Jack

Koepka surges 
to victory at 
WGC St Jude
LOS ANGELES:World number one Brooks Koepka
birdied three of the first six holes on the way to win-
ning his first career WGC title Sunday at the St Jude
Invitational. Koepka outclassed third-ranked Rory
McIlroy in a last-duo duel of four-time major champi-
ons, their first ever pairing in a final round, for the vic-
tory at TPC Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee. “It’s so
special. It gives me chills thinking of it,” Koepka said.
“It’s one of my favorite stops on the tour and to win
here is very special for me.”

Koepka, who defended a major title at this year’s
PGA Championship, fired a bogey-free five-under par
65 to finish on 16-under 264 after 72 holes and defeat
American Webb Simpson by three strokes. It was the
seventh career US PGA title for Koepka, the 2017 and
2018 US Open champion and 2018 and 2019 PGA
Championship winner. His other prior US tour wins
came in 2015 at Phoenix and in last year’s CJ Cup in
South Korea.

“I’ve been playing so well as of late,” Koepka said.
“Everything comes if you wait. If you keep playing well
and putting yourself in contention good things will
happen.” The final round brought only more frustration
for McIlroy, who missed the cut last week at the British
Open in Portrush, Northern Ireland, but had taken a
one-stroke lead after firing a 62 on Saturday. Koepka
praised the tournament’s charity, the St. Jude Children’s
Hospital in Memphis, saying it put the highs and lows in
golf into a greater perspective.

“I’ve taken a trip to the hospital. It changed my life,”
he said. “It puts everything in perspective, how little
golf means, how much life matters.” Simpson was sec-
ond on 267 after a closing 64 with Australia’s Marc
Leishman third on 268 and McIlroy sharing fourth on
269 with England’s Tommy Fleetwood and Matthew
Fitzpatrick. Spain’s Jon Rahm was seventh on 270 with
England’s Ian Poulter another stroke adrift.

Rory misses big early 
Koepka sank a nine-foot birdie putt at the par-5

third hole to grab a share of the lead at 12-under, with

McIlroy then missing a four-footer for birdie. Dropping
another nine-foot birdie putt at the par-4 fifth lifted
Koepka atop the leaderboard, then he rolled in a tricky
20-footer for birdie at the sixth to seize a two-stroke
lead at 14-under.

Koepka’s uncanny iron shots continued at the par-4
10th when he landed his approach to eight feet and
sank the birdie putt for a three-stroke edge on McIlroy,
who opened with 11 pars before making a bogey at the
par-4 12th. Simpson eagled the third and birdied three
of the first four on the back nine as well as the par-5
16th and reached the clubhouse only two adrift of
Koepka.

McIlroy found his first birdie from 18 feet at the par-
3 14th to reach 12-under, one behind Simpson. But
Koepka would not falter down the stretch. He sank a
clutch six-foot par putt to at 14 to stay on 15-under.
Koepka went well right and McIlroy hit into trees left
off the 15th tee, but while Koepka rescued par with a
tense nine-foot putt, McIlroy missed one from just
inside that distance for a bogey to fall four back.
Koepka sank a 12-foot birdie putt at the par-4 17th,
stretching his margin to three strokes, and he closed
out with a par for the triumph. — AFP 

MEMPHIS: Brooks Koepka plays a shot on the 11th hole
during the final round of the World Golf Championship-
FedEx St Jude Invitational at TPC Southwind on July
28, 2019. —AFP 

Jeremy Lin in 
tears as he hits 
‘rock bottom’
TAIPEI: Basketball star Jeremy Lin broke down
in tears during an emotional appearance in
Taiwan when he described hitting “rock bottom”
and feeling abandoned by the NBA as he lan-
guishes as a free agent. Lin — the first Asian-
American to win an NBA title — was part of the
Toronto Raptors team that won the championship
last season but he was often benched during the
play-offs as he struggled with his form.

The man behind the ‘Linsanity’ hysteria of
2012 became an unrestricted free agent this sum-
mer and is still without a team as the new season
approaches. Lin wept as he recounted his recent
career trajectory while on stage at a church in
Taiwan, from where his parents emigrated to the
United States.  “Free agency has been tough
because I feel like in some ways the NBA has
kind of given up on me,” he told the crowd in a
heartfelt interview.

He said he had waited years to play for the
Raptors but felt his time with the team was his
“worst shooting of his entire career”. Lin aver-
aged only 3.4 minutes in the play-offs and one
minute on the court during the championship
finals. Free agency was “the last straw that broke
the camel’s back”, he said, after which he hung
his head and cried. “Every year it gets harder,”
Lin added after he managed to compose himself.  

“In English there’s a saying, it says once you
hit rock bottom, the only way is up but rock bot-
tom just seems to keep getting more and more
rock bottom for me.” Lin, a devout Christian, was
speaking at a New Taipei City Sunday church
event which was also broadcast on the religious
channel Good TV.  Lin has struggled with injuries
and inconsistency since he sparked ‘Linsanity’
for the New Yorks Knicks in 2012 when he led
them to a seven-game win streak to level their
record at 15-15.  — AFP 


