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Dosari added the ministry is keen to preserve human
rights and dignity in Kuwait, praising the continuous
cooperation between the ministry, IOM, UN and
embassies accredited to the country to combat human
trafficking. The official noted that Kuwait’s achievement
in this field constitutes an international recognition in
its sincere desire to combat such a crime and reflects

real efforts to take all necessary measures to put inter-
national laws and conventions into practice.

He pointed out the lifting of Kuwait in the annual report
of the US State Department to “the second degree” comes
as a culmination of efforts exerted by all concerned parties
to combat this humanitarian crime, which is contrary to the
teachings of the Islamic religion and international treaties.
Dosari said the report by the US State Department is also
a positive indicator of the views of the committees that
tackle human trafficking cases, whether they are preemp-
tively revealed, received or followed up. Kuwait had also
contributed to the enactment of a law on domestic labor
and the establishment of its own administration to deal with
complaints submitted by workers, which aims at preserving
their rights, Dosari noted. —  KUNA 
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“There will be no negotiation today with the
Transitional Military Council as our negotiating team is
still in Al-Obeid and will return only tonight,” a second
negotiator, Satea Al-Haj, said. Another protest leader told
AFP on condition of anonymity that talks would resume
after “calm returns to the streets as dialogue was the only
way to break the overall political impasse”.

The chairman of Sudan’s ruling military council,
General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, condemned the killings.
“What happened in Al-Obeid is sad. Killing peaceful
civilians is an unacceptable crime that needs immediate
accountability,” the chairman of Sudan’s ruling military
council told journalists, according to state television.

The UN children’s agency UNICEF called on the
authorities “to investigate” the killings and hold the perpe-
trators accountable. “No child should be buried in their
school uniform,” UNICEF said, adding that the pupils killed
were between 15 and 17 years old. Authorities announced a
night-time curfew in four towns in North Kordofan state
following the deaths in Al-Obeid, as the main protest
group, the Sudanese Professionals Association, called for
nationwide rallies against the “massacre”.

All schools in the state have been told to suspend
classes. “The Janjaweed forces and some snipers, without
any mercy, confronted school students with live ammuni-
tion,” the SPA said, referring to the RSF which has its ori-
gins in Arab militias that were originally deployed to sup-
press an ethnic minority rebellion that erupted in Sudan’s

western region of Darfur in 2003. The SPA said more
than 60 people were wounded in Al-Obeid.

Doctors linked to the protest movement say that more
than 250 people have been killed nationwide in protest-
related violence since December when demonstrations
first erupted against now ousted president Omar Al-
Bashir. Residents of Al-Obeid said the schoolchildren’s
rally had been over shortages of bread and fuel in the
town. It was a sudden tripling of bread prices that was
the spark for the mushrooming protests that brought an
end to Bashir’s three decades of iron-fisted rule.

The teenagers’ deaths had prompted calls for yester-
day’s planned talks to be suspended. “We cannot sit at
the negotiating table with those allowing the killing of
revolutionaries,” Siddig Youssef, a prominent protest
leader, said in a statement. Yesterday’s talks were to cover
issues including the powers of the joint civilian-military
ruling body, the deployment of security forces and immu-
nity for generals over protest-related violence, according
to protest leaders.

The power-sharing deal agreed on July 17 provided
for the establishment of a new governing body of six
civilians and five generals. But the publication on
Saturday of the findings of an investigation commissioned
by the military into the deadly dispersal of a Khartoum
protest camp in June has triggered angry demonstrations.
Shortly before dawn on June 3, gunmen in military
fatigues raided the site of the weeks-long sit-in outside
army headquarters, shooting and beating protesters.

Doctors linked to the protest movement say the raid
left 127 people dead and scores wounded. Protest leaders
have rejected the findings of a joint investigation by pros-
ecutors and the ruling military council which concluded
that just 17 people were killed on June 3, with a total of
87 deaths between that day and June 10. —  AFP 
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“The sound was so scary,” he added.  The military’s
information wing said the plane was on a routine train-
ing mission when the accident occurred, adding that
rescue officials had extinguished the fire caused by the
crash and moved the injured to a local hospital. An AFP
reporter at the scene said smoke was still rising from
the wreckage and destroyed homes, while pieces of the
plane were visible on a nearby roof. Hours after the
crash rescue workers could be seen combing through
the smoldering site, gathering debris and inspecting the

scene while ambulances swarmed the area.
Military officials had also cordoned off the crash site

while a crowd of residents stood nearby, some of them
sobbing. Prime Minister Imran Khan offered his condo-
lences to the affected families and wished a “quick
recovery for the injured”, according to a tweet by the
Pakistani government. 

Pakistan has a chequered aviation safety record,
with frequent plane and helicopter crashes over the
years. In 2016, a Pakistan International Airlines plane
burst into flames after one of its two turboprop
engines failed while travelling from remote northern
Pakistan to Islamabad, killing more than 40 people.
The deadliest air disaster on Pakistani soil was in
2010, when an Airbus 321 operated by private airline
Airblue and flying from Karachi crashed into the hills
outside Islamabad while coming in to land, killing all
152 on board. —  AFP 
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BANGALORE: Indian police yesterday
launched a major hunt for coffee tycoon V G
Siddhartha, amid mounting fears for the billion-
aire who admitted in a letter before disappear-
ing that he had “failed as an entrepreneur”. The
founder of the Cafe Coffee Day chain that beat
Starbucks at its own game in India was last seen
Monday night walking across a bridge in the
southern state of Karnataka. His chauffeur alert-
ed police when Siddhartha did not return.

Police divers, backed by local fishermen,
searched the Nethravathi River near Mangalaru
while senior Karnataka politicians flocked to the
tycoon’s home. Shares in the coffee chain fell 20
percent as worries over the company grew and

its board held an emergency meeting. Coffee
Day Enterprises said directors had discussed a
letter to the board purportedly signed by the
57-year-old chairman in which he admitted mis-
takes handling his affairs.

“I am very sorry to let down all the people
that put their trust in me,” said the letter, which
was released by the company. “I fought for a
long time but today I have given up as I could
not take any more pressure from one of the pri-
vate equity partners forcing me to buy back
shares.” He also said he had faced “a lot of
harassment” from the Indian tax authorities.
“My intention was never to cheat or mislead
anybody, I have failed as an entrepreneur,” he

declared in the letter, which was dated July 27.
Siddhartha’s family has been in the coffee

business for more than 130 years. On taking it
over, he set up the Cafe Coffee Day chain in
1996 and also became one of the world’s biggest
coffee traders, as well the as owner of Asia’s
biggest coffee plantation. Siddhartha owned
about 12,000 hectares of plantations and his
Amalgamated Bean Company (ABC) is India’s
largest exporter of green coffee.

Cafe Coffee Day has more than 1,700 stores,
mainly in India, but also in Malaysia, Egypt,
Czech Republic and Austria. US giant Starbucks
has so far managed to open just over 150 stores
in India. Siddhartha married a daughter of S M

Krishna, a former foreign minister and chief
minister of Karnataka, making him one of the
country’s best-connected tycoons. But his
empire came under pressure after the tax
authorities launched raids on company offices in
several cities in 2017. Reports said Siddhartha
was in talks with Coca-Cola about selling a
major stake.

Siddhartha left Bangalore on Monday night
at first telling his family he was going to the hill
resort of Saklesharm, reports said. Police say he
told his driver to go to Mangalore instead. The
driver was ordered to stop on a bridge near
Mangalore and he got out while talking on the
telephone. — AFP 
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RABAT: Morocco’s King Mohammed VI has marked 20
years on the throne by pardoning thousands of prisoners,
including some from the “Hirak” protest movement that
rocked the country in 2016. On the eve of the royal anniver-
sary yesterday, an official statement announced 4,764 people
were to be pardoned including some detained during the
months of protests in the long-marginalized northern Rif
region. No further details were given.

The Al-Hirak al-Shaabi, or “Popular Movement”, was
sparked by the death of a fisherman but soon spiralled into
demands for more development and action against corruption
and unemployment. More than 400 protesters are thought to
have been arrested and tried in connection with the demon-
strations, but no official figures are available. Around 250 of
them have previously been pardoned. On Monday night the
king also pledged a government reshuffle and an injection of
“new blood” into political and administrative positions to help
tackle inequality. 

In a speech at his palace in the northern city of Tetouan,
the 55-year-old monarch, who succeeded his father Hassan II
in 1999, welcomed progress in infrastructure and freedoms in
the country but said the efforts had not had “sufficient
impact”. A new constitution passed by a July 2011 referendum
strengthened the powers of the prime minister and parliament.
But the king retains overall authority as head of state, chief of
the military and the country’s top Islamic authority as well as

tight control over key sectors of the economy.
King Mohammed also announced the launch later this year

of a committee charged with elaborating a new development
model to tackle social inequalities, while also urging a govern-
ment reshuffle. The committee will serve as an advisory body
to make suggestions to improve reforms in fields such as edu-
cation, health, agriculture, investment and taxation, said the
monarch in the speech. 

The king enumerated some key achievements of his rule,
with emphasis on infrastructure developments such as high-
ways, high-speed railway, ports, renewable energy and urban
development. “What undermines this positive result is that the
effects of the progress and the achievements made has not,
unfortunately, been felt by all segments of the Moroccan soci-
ety”, he said.

Special emphasis was also laid on the need to open up the
economy to foreign investors and revamp the public sector.
Such projects and reforms require new leaders in decision-
making positions, he said. “I ask the head of government to
submit to me, after the summer break, proposals to fill execu-
tive posts in the government and the civil service with high-
level national elites chosen on merit and competence”, he said.

The king also reiterated his “policy of the outstretched
hand toward Algeria”, invoking the “brotherhood” and
“joy” expressed in Morocco after the Algerian team won
the African Cup of Nations. Shared borders have been
closed between the two North African neighbors since
1994. The two countries are at loggerheads over a set of
issues including the Western Sahara, a disputed territory
considered by Morocco as an integral part of its sover-
eign lands, but also claimed by the Algerian-backed
Polisario Front. —  Reuters 
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This handout picture provided by the Moroccan Royal Palace yesterday shows Morocco's King
Mohammed VI (center) delivering a speech marking the 20th anniversary of his accession to the throne,
with his brother Prince Moulay Rachid (right) and son Prince Moulay Hassan (left) seated alongside him,
in the northern city of Tetouan overlooking the Mediterranean. — AFP

SAN JUAN: Tens of thousands of water bottles des-
tined for desperate Puerto Ricans after devastating
back-to-back hurricanes slammed into the US island
territory remain unopened on farmland almost two
years later, emergency aid officials confirmed Monday.
Aerial images captured by AFP show a sea of water
bottles, packaged into massive bundles, heaped on
what appears to be a private estate in the Higuillar
neighborhood in Dorado, 40 km west of San Juan.

In some pictures, the ground isn’t visible through the
piles. In others, broken pallets can be seen among the
stacks. A spokesman for the US Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) confirmed it had provid-
ed the water bottles as part of relief efforts for
Hurricane Maria, which occurred in September 2017.
The water had expired, and the bottles were assumed
to be in the process of disposal and recycling. The
spokesman declined to give further details on how
many bottles of water there were, how long they had
been on the farm, and why the water had been allowed
to expire. He added that all the issues were “under
review by the legal department”.

Large sections of Puerto Rico spent months without
electricity or water after consecutive hurricanes - Irma
and Maria - battered the American territory in
September 2017, leaving nearly 3,000 dead. The Puerto
Rican government has come under fire for its hurricane
recovery efforts, which have largely been viewed as
slow and sloppy. In early July, prosecutors charged six
former government officials with embezzling $15 million
in hurricane reconstruction money. — AFP 

Water meant for 
hurricane victims 
dumped on farm

DORADO, Puerto Rico: Tens of thousands of water bottles meant for victims of Hurricane Maria are seen sitting in a vacant lot 40 km west of San Juan on July
28, 2019. — AFP 


