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People walk under the installation of more than 3,000 floating balloons called “Bubble Sky” by Portuguese artist Patricia Cunha in Court Saint-Emilion, at the Bercy village, in Paris, yesterday. — AFP 

A robotic chef named Sophie prepares a bowl of laksa, a local dish of rice noodle in curry
sauce.

A graffiti artist works on a mural depicting an image of a missing man called Steve,
standing crossed armed with a message that reads ‘What is the police doing ?’ in the
western French city of Nantes. — AFP

A robotic chef named Sophie prepares a bowl of laksa, a local dish of rice noodle in curry
sauce during a demonstration in Singapore. — AFP photos

A robotic chef named Sophie prepares a bowl of laksa, a local dish of rice
noodle in curry sauce.

A robotic chef named Sophie prepares a bowl of laksa, a local dish of rice
noodle in curry sauce.

Abody found in the River Loire is
“very probably” that of a young
techno fan who went missing last

month at an island rave in western
France that ended in a controversial
police raid, a source close to the case
told AFP Monday. The corpse was
found not far from where 24-year-old
Steve Maia Canico was last spotted at
the all-night event on June 21-22 in the
city of Nantes, which saw officers dis-
perse revelers with teargas and alleged-
ly force some into the river. 

“The body is in a state of advanced
decomposition and an autopsy will be
performed as quickly as possible,” the
prosecutor in Nantes, Pierre Sennes,
told AFP, adding that forensics would
confirm the identity. The source on the
case said the autopsy took place yes-
terday. Footage shared on social media
showed scenes of chaos as police car-
rying batons moved in on the revelers
by the river.

Local authorities said 14 people were
subsequently rescued from the water
after the clashes, with Canico’s friends
fearing he was swept away. Since his
disappearance, posters have been put
up around Nantes demanding “Where is
Steve?”.  On July 20, hundreds of pro-
testers formed a human chain along the
Loire observing a minute of silence for
the missing man. France’s National
Police Inspectorate-which oversees the
work of the police-has launched an
investigation into the actions of the
police in Nantes. There were also ques-
tions over why local authorities had
allowed the event to go ahead at an
insecure riverside venue without a bar-
rier. French police have come under fire
for their heavy-handed techniques,
including at a recent peaceful climate
rally in Paris and at nationwide weekly
protests by anti-government “yellow
vest” demonstrators. — AFP

ASingaporean engineering company has built a robot
that can serve up a piping hot bowl of laksa, one of
the city-state’s most well-known dishes, in just 45

seconds.  The electric sous-chef, dubbed Sophie by its
creators, can blanch noodles, add pre-cooked prawns and
ladle spicy coconut soup-all with minimum spillage, at the
rate of around 80 bowls an hour. “It’s excellent, I would
say there’s no difference between the one created by the
robot and human,” said Paul Yong, a guest at Friday’s
launch event catered by Orange Clove, which developed
the machine with a local engineering company. The robot
will let chefs cut down on repetitive tasks and focus on
understanding customers’ needs, said Tan Tun Lim, the
assistant sales director for Orange Clove.

Sophie will cut the staffing of the laksa station from two
chefs to one, whose main role will be to replenish the
ingredients and keep the station clean. Tan said the com-
pany chose to make a robot that served laksa as it was one
of their most popular live station dishes, but they are
working on adapting the design to serve a local stir fried
dish and prawn noodle soup. Another local firm earlier this
month said it will roll out 300 robot cleaners by March
next year to help clean hotels, shopping malls and govern-
ment buildings, while drones are being trialled to inspect
building facades for defects, currently a laborious manual
process. — AFP


