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Kuwait is a very interesting and dynamic country.
What I love about Kuwait most is that it is very
diverse. I keep repeating this in my articles and will

continue to do so - our diversity is a blessing. It is what
makes Kuwait the creative hub that it is, and this is a reason
to celebrate Kuwait and embrace our unique differences.

Kuwait follows a very common classification for visas
used internationally and in the region, and Kuwait’s most
common entry visas are touristic, family, student, business
and work - private sector, government, domestic labor and
contractor. With that said, I know from the emails that I
receive from my readers and from my experience as a
lawyer that there are still a lot of questions on the types of
visas. So here are a few questions and their answers.  

Expired tourist visa
Question: My visa has expired - I am on a tourist visa. I

know I would probably have to pay a penalty - how much is it?
Fajer: Depending on the type of permit, the penalties are

as follows: Residence: KD 2 daily, two months from the date
of entry. Visit: KD 10 daily, one month from the date of entry.
Tourism: KD 2 daily, three months from the date of entry. 

Working on tourist visa
Question: I have many friends working in Kuwait on a

tourist visa or on their husbands’ visas - is this legal?
Fajer: No. It is not legal to work under a tourist visa in

Kuwait or on a dependent visa. With that said, I have seen
this many times, especially with teachers. It does not make
sense that schools are allowed such practices - teachers
need to be qualified to be teaching our students and there
have to be strict regulations in place. If you are going to
do so, be prepared to be deported for violating visa regu-
lations, as it is a violation to work under tourist visas in
many countries, resulting in deportation or even a ban
from the country or region.

Different name
Question: I am coming to Kuwait in a month and I got

my visa. But my name is different than how it is spelled in
my passport. Can I still enter the country?

Fajer: If there is any difference in the entry visa data
from the passport data, then the entry visa is considered
to be cancelled or invalid and prohibits the holder from
entering the country. 

For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-legal.com.
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KD 750,000 purchase reports denied

KUWAIT: The Amiri Diwan denied “false social
media reports” of the purchase of fruit and vegeta-
bles worth KD 750,000 for a three-month period,
underlining that the allocated budget is only an esti-
mate. Actual spending is carried out on an as-need-
ed basis in honor of visiting dignitaries, and is not
intended for staff or employees, read a statement
quoting an Amiri Diwan source. The limits of this
spending do not exceed the budget, which is
approved temporarily pending authorization by reg-
ulatory authorities, added the statement. — KUNA

Demonstrators jailed

KUWAIT: The public prosecution decided to jail the
owner of the “Ateej Al-Misyam” Twitter account - a
bedoon - for 21 days at the central prison along with
a number of bedoon demonstrators. Informed
source said the public prosecution charged the
demonstrators with illegally gathering, having a
group account on WhatsApp and spreading false
news, and accused one of them of urging to kill offi-
cials from the central agency for illegal residents.
The source said the prosecution is waiting for the
technical report from state security to compare it
with the confessions of the Twitter user, and
whether there are those who support him inside or
outside Kuwait. The prosecution is also waiting for
the state security technical report that will show all
moves of the suspect, as preliminary investigations
revealed that he runs 16 accounts on Twitter, most
under fictitious names. — Al-Qabas

275,000 to spend Eid abroad

KUWAIT: It is expected that 275,000 people will
leave the country to spend the Eid Al-Adha holidays
abroad, according to statistics by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation regarding flights between
Aug 8 and Aug 17. As for expenditure, reading num-
bers in the balance of payments issued by Central
Bank of Kuwait showed that travel spending was not
affected by the financial situation both public and
private that dominated after 2014, when oil prices
dropped, and those numbers remained high
although no quality increases on salaries occurred
for many years. The daily average spending in gen-
eral on travel is more than $36 million and includes
all tourism facets, entertainment, shopping and other
expenses by Kuwaitis abroad, bearing in mind the
figures also include university and treatment
expenses. Studies by the World Tourism
Organization show Kuwaitis spend 11 percent of
their income on tourism and travel and are in first
place among other Gulf nationals. — Al-Qabas

Companies to
complain against
ministry if
not reinstated
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Companies that carried out projects for the
Ministry of Public Works (MPW) plan to meet soon to dis-
cuss submitting complaints against the ministry if it does
not implement its decision to reinstate them and allow
them to participate in tenders. This comes nearly two
weeks after a government petitions panel decision which
acquitted several local companies that were suspended by
the public works ministry over contractual flaws in rain-hit
projects. The companies were excluded and banned from
submitting their offers for any tender, based on the state of
the projects of these companies during the rain crisis in
November.

The sources said these companies justified their not
guilty plea by saying that they received a certificate for
their projects’ sound execution from MPW when the proj-
ect were completed, and this is a certificate the ministry
does not give to anyone except after making sure that
what was agreed upon was done. They also said the inves-
tigation committee that the Cabinet formed to probe the
rain crisis proved the companies did not commit any viola-
tions while carrying out their projects, and allowed the
companies to return to tendering.

Parliamentary sources said Minister of Public Works
and State Minister for Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri is

expected to be grilled over the matter during the upcom-
ing parliamentary term. They said the minister will face a
double grilling as some aspects will cover MPW and oth-
ers the housing ministry, because MPs accuse her of negli-
gence in building the infrastructure of Sabah Al-Ahmad
City and repeating the same mistake in South Abdullah Al-
Mubarak City. Sources expected the minister’s grilling can
gather parliamentary support of 10 MPs to submit a no-
confidence motion.

Firearms use
In other news, Deputy Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid

Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah issued a decision with regards to
police using firearms. The decision, issued with immediate
effect, considers firearms as rifles and pistols of all types,
automatic weapons, launchers and grenades of all types
that may kill or injure those against whom they are used.
The decision also alluded to stun guns as means of
enabling members of the police force to carry out their
mission to arrest and control wanted and dangerous per-
sons. It gave detailed rules and descriptions of when and
how weapons should be used, and how police should act
with crowds. 

Medical teams
Separately, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah

issued a decision to organize the hajj medical services
team, and the decision will be in effect for the next Hijri
year 1441 corresponding to 2020. The decision called for
naming the head of the team from clinical consultants of
hospitals and specialized centers for two consecutive
years only, while the deputy head will to be named from
administrative employees who serve in supervisory jobs.
The team should comprise of 24 doctors, 26 nurses, 16
pharmacists, six from preventive health, six from medical
emergencies, six from medical supplies, 20 administrators
and six workers.

Passengers caught
with drugs at airport
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Three passengers were arrested after arriving
in Terminal 1 (T1) and Terminal 5 (T5) of Kuwait
International Airport with possession of drugs. Airport
customs arrested the suspects after hashish and psy-
choactive drugs were found on them during the search,
security sources said.

In other news, firemen battled a blaze which gutted the
warehouse of the main building of the Communication and
Navigation College of the Public Authority of Applied
Education and Training yesterday. The building was evacu-
ated before firefighters extinguished the flames. No
injuries were reported, and a case was filed for investiga-
tions to reveal the cause of the fire.

Separately, the supervisory team of engineering follow-
up at the municipality in Jahra said power was cut from
seven violating homes in Jahra as part of a campaign to
fight the presence of “bachelors” in residential areas. KUWAIT: Some of the drugs found with the suspects.


