
ANAHEIM: Third baseman Matt Thaiss hit a pair of
home runs, including a walk-off solo shot in the ninth, to
carry the Los Angeles Angels past the Baltimore
Orioles, 5-4, in Anaheim, California, on Sunday after-
noon. Thaiss stroked a 95 mph fastball on a full count
from Baltimore reliever Mychal Givens (1-5) to right-
center to end the Angels’ three-game losing streak and
prevent the home side from being swept in the four-
game series. Albert Pujols hit his 650th career home run,
and Thaiss also slugged a two-run homer in the second
inning. Brian Goodwin went 2-for-4 with a double, and
reliever Taylor Cole (1-1) earned the win for the Angels,
who are 1-3 on their seven-game homestand. Pujols,
who is sixth all-time in home runs, moved within 10 of
fifth-place Willie Mays.

RAYS 10, BLUE JAYS 9
Visiting Tampa Bay overcame a seven-run deficit and

scored the go-ahead run in the ninth on Joey Wendle’s
bases-loaded groundout to defeat Toronto. The Blue
Jays led 8-1 after five innings in the rubber match of the
three-game series, but the Rays tied the game with
three runs on two homers in the eighth. Toronto over-
came a seven-run deficit Saturday to win 10-9 in 12
innings. The Rays loaded the bases on two walks and a
single against Daniel Hudson (6-3) with one out in the
ninth. Wendle drove in a run on a groundout to second
against Derek Law.

ASTROS 6, CARDINALS 2
Jose Altuve belted a three-run home run for his

1,500th career hit, and Wade Miley worked five shutout
innings as Houston claimed the rubber match of a three-
game series against host St Louis. Altuve was one of
three Astros to homer in the series finale, following solo
blasts from George Springer leading off the game and
Yordan Alvarez with two outs in the third. Altuve drove
home Miley and Springer with his 16th homer this sea-
son, a 388-foot shot to left-center field off Cardinals
right-hander Dakota Hudson (10-5). Altuve reached the
hit milestone in his 1,190th game, a franchise record.

NATIONALS 11, DODGERS 4
Stephen Strasburg allowed just one run on two hits in

seven innings and added an RBI single, and Anthony
Rendon had three hits and three RBIs as Washington
surged past visiting Los Angeles, avoiding a three-game

series sweep. Strasburg (14-4), who has won seven
straight starts, now leads the majors in victories. He
fanned nine, walked none and hit two batters. He has
allowed just four earned runs this month and has six
RBIs in July. The Dodgers had won 21 of their previous
35 games at Nationals Park.

YANKEES 9, RED SOX 6
Austin Romine and Didi Gregorius hit two-run

home runs off Chris Sale as New York beat host
Boston to avoid a four-game sweep. Gio Urshela,
Cameron Maybin and Edwin Encarnacion had two hits
apiece as the Yankees put behind them being
outscored 38-13 through the first three games of the
series. Domingo German got his 13th win to tie for the
American League lead, allowing three runs on four hits
and a walk in 5 1/3 innings and matching his season
high with nine strikeouts. German (13-2) ended a win-
less run for Yankees starters who, as a group, had a
16.62 ERA over their previous seven games. In that
span, New York allowed seven or more runs in each
contest, a franchise-worst streak.

CUBS 11, BREWERS 4
Kyle Schwarber belted two home runs, including a

grand slam, and drove in a career-best seven runs as
visiting Chicago beat Milwaukee to salvage the finale of
a three-game series. After watching their bullpen squan-
der late leads in the first two games, Schwarber and the
Cubs’ offense put the game out of reach. Schwarber,
batting eighth, added a three-run homer and a single,
and Victor Caratini hit a pinch-hit, three-run homer to
make 10-3 in the sixth. Chicago reliever Brad Brach (4-
3) retired the only batter he faced for the win. Cubs
starter Jose Quintana was lifted with two outs in the fifth
and allowed three runs on four hits.

A’S 6, RANGERS 5
Khris Davis drew a bases-loaded walk with one out

in the ninth inning, and Oakland beat visiting Texas after
blowing a two-run lead in the eighth. Oakland improved
to 24-11 since June 17 despite closer Liam Hendriks
proving unable to get the final five outs. Entering the
ninth down 5-4, Matt Olson tied the game with an RBI
single up the middle. Texas opted to intentionally walk
Mark Canha, and Davis won it by taking a full-count
fastball that was slightly high and out of the strike zone.

MARINERS 3, TIGERS 2 (10 INNINGS)
JP Crawford singled home the winning run with one

out in the 10th inning as Seattle defeated visiting
Detroit. Dylan Moore led off the bottom of the inning
with a double down the right field line off Tigers right-
hander Jose Cisnero (0-2). An out later, Crawford hit a
fly ball that fell in shallow center field, with Moore slid-
ing home headfirst before the throw from JaCoby Jones
could reach catcher John Hicks. Left-hander Roenis
Elias (4-2) pitched a scoreless inning for the victory. The
Mariners won their fifth in a row and sent the Tigers to
their sixth successive defeat.

PHILLIES 9, BRAVES 4
Catcher JT Realmuto hit a grand slam, and

Philadelphia beat visiting Atlanta to salvage a game in
the three-game series. Realmuto’s blast, his 14th, was
one of four homers by the club. Philadelphia also got a
solo homer from Bryce Harper, his 18th; a solo shot from

Adam Haseley, his third; and a two-run homer from Rhys
Hoskins, his 22nd. The Phillies were leading 2-0 and had
the bases loaded with no outs in the fifth inning. After
Harper struck out and Hoskins popped out, Realmuto
launched a ball deep into the seats in left-center field. It
was the first grand slam by a Philadelphia catcher since
Mike Lieberthal in July 2006.

GIANTS 7, PADRES 6
With speculation still floating that San Francisco

could move Madison Bumgarner before Wednesday’s
trade deadline, the 29-year-old improved to 6-7 on the
season by defeating San Diego in the rubber match of
the three-game series. Bumgarner allowed four runs on
four hits and two walks with six strikeouts. He threw 86
pitches, with 61 going for strikes as the Giants won for
the 13th time in 17 games. Will Smith picked up his 26th
save despite giving up a two-run homer to Wil Myers
with two out in the ninth. — Reuters 
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Thaiss walks off, Pujols hits HR 
No 650 as Angels past Orioles 

ANAHEIM: Trey Mancini #16 of the Baltimore Orioles is forced out at second by Andrelton Simmons #2 of the Los
Angeles Angels of Anaheim in the fifth inning at Angel Stadium. — AFP 

‘Phenomenal’ 
Ko Jin-young 
wins Evian title 
EVIAN: South Korea’s Ko Jin-young won the
Evian Championship on Sunday, her second
major of 2019. The 24-year-old, who captured
the ANA Inspiration earlier this season, fired a
final round 67 for 15-under for the champi-
onship and a two-shot victory. Ko had been
four shots off the lead overnight but she mas-
tered the rain and cold at the Alpine venue,
carding just one bogey on Sunday.

Third round leader and compatriot Kim
Hyo-joo, China’s Feng Shanshan and Jennifer
Kupcho of the United States finished tied for
second on 13 under par. “I thought last night I
can do it. If I play really good I can win. I nev-
er saw the other players shots or scores, so I
got the win,” said Ko who also returns to the
world number one spot after her 269 score for
the four rounds.

It was her third title overall for 2019 and
she becomes the first multiple-major winner
in the same season since Inbee Park in 2015.
Ko will have little time to dwell on her suc-
cess with the Women’s British Open due to
start at Woburn on Thursday. A 20-foot
birdie putt on the 17th hole gave Ko a two-
stroke cushion going to the par-5 18th and
she played it comfortably for a two-putt par
that sealed the win. Kupcho may have played
her way into the USA’s Solheim Cup team

with a bogey-free 66.
“It’s crazy,” Kupcho told lpga.com. “I defi-

nitely played really well this week, and it’s
exciting to see that I can compete where my
game is right now. Excited for the rest of the
season.” “I was just out there having fun.
Coming into the day obviously I was a long
way back, and I was just like, I’m going to go
play well. I play really well in the rain so I
wasn’t worried about it. I came out and played
really well.”  Ariya Jutanugarn eagled the 18th
hole to finish at 273, one stroke better than
her sister Moriya and Park Sung-hyun Park.
On 275 were Park In-bee and Megan Khang.

Ko won rich praise from veteran caddie
Dave Brooker who has now helped steer five

major triumphs having worked previously
with Lorena Ochoa and Grace Park.”She can
win anywhere,” Brooker said. “The things that
impress most about her are her consistency
and her ball-striking, as she showed today.
She literally didn’t miss a shot in 18 holes.
“Her management of distance control
because she just does not curve the ball. It’s
phenomenal. I’ve seen anything like it. Most
great players I’ve worked for tend to work
the ball one way or the other. “She just hits
everything dead straight and it seems to pay
dividends because we have a lot of looks at
birdie.” He added: “It’s very difficult to com-
pare one to the other but she’s definitely up
there with the greats.” — AFP 

EVIAN: South Korea’s Ko Jin-young holds the trophy as she celebrates after victory in the
Evian golf Championships at the French Alps town of Evian-les-Bains. — AFP 

Chiefs’ Hill vows
to be better 
person after 
no NFL ban
WASHINGTON: Kansas City Chiefs star
Tyreek Hill vowed Sunday to be a better
person and father after the NFL said it was
unable to determine whether he was respon-
sible for an alleged assault that left his
young son with a broken arm. The 25-year-
old receiver, cheered by Chiefs supporters
when he appeared at training camp
Saturday, was not banned by the league
after Kansas law-enforcement officials said
last month a probe into the actions of Hill
and his partner Crystal Espinal had ended
without charges being filed.

Johnson County District Attorney Steve
Howe said he believed the three-year-old son
of Hill and Espinal had been hurt but that he
couldn’t prove who did what. The boy has
been removed from the couple’s custody. After
a four-month investigation, the NFL declared
earlier this month it could not be certain Hill
violated the league’s personal conduct policy
and therefore would not suspend him for the
upcoming campaign.

Hill thanked the Chiefs’ teammates, coaches
and executives for supporting him and praised

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell for getting
“all the facts” despite the NFL noting it had
only “evidence presently available” and said it
could reopen the matter if “further information
becomes available.” “I can’t wait for my new
journey, man. I’m excited,” Hill said. “I’m
working every day to be a better father, a bet-
ter person, a better citizen, a better teammate
and a better son, too, to my parents.”

Hill was banned from Chiefs activities
after an audio recording became public in
April in which he spoke of his son’s injuries

and told Espinal she should be “terrified” of
him during a conversation in a Dubai air-
port. He said he wanted to “man up” to
“what he did on the audio” in regards to
using bad language. Hill had career highs of
87 catches, 1,479 yards and 12 touchdowns
last season in sparking the Chiefs within one
victory of the Super Bowl. He was pleased
with the cheers from fans upon his return. “It
felt great,” Hill said. “They do a good job as
well making me feel like I’m family, so it’s
great to be back.” — AFP

CINCINNATI: In this file photo taken on August 18, 2017 Tyreek Hill #10 of the Kansas City
Chiefs runs with the ball against the Cincinnati Bengals during the preseason game at
Paul Brown Stadium. -— AFP 

Morikawa wins
first US PGA
title in Reno 
LOS ANGELES: American Collin
Morikawa birdied the final three holes
on Sunday to win his first US PGA title
at the Barracuda Championship in only
his sixth start as a tour professional. The
22-year-old, who graduated from the
University of California in May, finished
on 47 points, three more than US run-
ner-up Troy Merritt in the only US tour
event that uses the Modified Stableford
scoring system.

The former world amateur number
one made his pro debut at last month’s
Canadian Open, shared second three
weeks ago at the 3M Open and shared
fourth two weeks ago at the John Deere
Classic to secure a spot on next season’s
tour. “It was something really special to
finally get the win,” Morikawa said. “I
think the gates are open. I’ve been
knocking on the door the past month or
so. I’ve been playing well. I just believed
in myself, was able to make some shots
and come through.” Under the unique
format, eight points are awarded for an
albatross, five for eagle, two for birdie
and zero for par, and a point is deducted
for bogey with three deducted for dou-
ble bogey or worse.

Morikawa birdied seven holes,

including four of the last five, without
making a bogey to score 14 final-round
points for the victory at Montreux Golf
and Country Club in Reno, Nevada.
Merritt made a six-foot birdie putt at the
par-4 12th for two points to seize the
outright lead on 42 points. Morikawa
bounced a tee shot off a tree and into
the 14th fairway, then took advantage of
the break for a birdie to reach 41 points.
Morikawa sank a 10-foot birdie from the
fringe at the par-3 16th to seize the lead,
but seconds later Merritt responded
with a dramatic 30-foot birdie putt at
the par-4 14th to regain a 44-43 edge.

But Morikawa answered with a 30-
foot birdie putt of his own at the par-4
17th, regaining a one-point edge over
Merritt. “When I hit it, it was definitely
firm but I knew it was a good putt,”
Morikawa said. “When I hit it I knew it
was dead center. It felt good to make the
putt but I knew it wasn’t over. I knew I
had business to do on 18.” Morikawa
tapped in from three feet for another
birdie at the par-5 18th for a 3-point
edge, forcing Merritt to go for an eagle
at 18 to win. Merritt, who eagled 18 on
Saturday, came up 48 feet short of the
cup in the fairway on his approach, then
rolled his chip past the hole on the left
side, clinching Morikawa’s victory. “My
heart was beating really fast,” Morikawa
said of watching the final drama unfold.
“It’s something I’ve got to get used to.”
Merritt, who failed to get his third PGA
title, settled for his best finish of the sea-
son at second on 44 points. — AFP 

De Minaur
dominates 
to lift Atlanta
ATP title
WASHINGTON: Australia’s Alex de
Minaur captured his second ATP title in
dominant style Sunday, dropping just 10
points on serve in a 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) triumph
over Taylor Fritz in a battle of rising stars
in Atlanta. Third-seeded de Minaur, 20,
became just the third player to win an ATP
title without facing a break point since the
tour began keeping stats in 1991.

German Tommy Haas did it in Memphis
in 2007 and American John Isner man-
aged the feat in Newport in 2017. More
importantly, de Minaur cemented his
return from the groin injury that sidelined
him for nearly two months after he claimed
his maiden victory at Sydney in January.
“This one is really special to me,” said de
Minaur, who improved to 15-4 on hard
courts this season with the US Open
looming in August. “I felt like I really need-
ed this. To start the year with a bang and
then be slowed down by injuries ... you
expect your level to be right there once
you come back, but you have to slowly

grind your way back. “I’ve been playing
great tennis and felt like if I could keep it
all together, the good results will come.
This is a week that will really help me out.”

De Minaur, the youngest ever to hoist
the Atlanta trophy, lost just seven first-
serve points in his four matches of the
week — holding in 42 service games. His
near-flawless display on serve again on
Sunday heaped all the pressure on Fritz
and the American was broken in the sev-
enth game of the opening set with a dou-
ble-fault on break point. De Minaur broke
again to pocket the first set when Fritz’s
drop shot effort failed to clear the net.
Neither player faced a break point in the
second, and de Minaur was on the defen-
sive early in the tie-breaker with a double
fault on the first point.

He won the next three points, however,
to seize control, gave himself match point
with a service winner and let out a shout of
satisfaction after a backhand volley winner
sealed the triumph. “I don’t think I could
start the American hardcourt season any
better than this,” de Minaur said. “I’m hap-
py with where I am and enjoying every
day.” Second-seeded Fritz, 21, is projected
to reach a career-high ranking of 28th in
the world on Monday despite the defeat. “It
was a good week,” said Fritz, who claimed
his first career title at Eastbourne last
month. “It’s my first time being one of the
top seeds and I made it to the final. — AFP 


