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Many Republicans have refrained from criticizing
Trump over his remarks toward Cummings. But Michael
Steele, a former lieutenant governor of Maryland who
served as chairman of the Republican National
Committee from 2009 to 2011, took aim at Trump at a
news conference in Baltimore alongside Sharpton. “Mr
President, your reprehensible comments are like water
off a duck’s back when it comes to this community. It
just washes off of us,” said Steele, who is black. Steele
urged Trump to visit Baltimore, saying, “Folks want to
talk to you. So just show up. Put the tweet down broth-
er, and show up.”

Trump’s weekend diatribe ignited a storm of criti-
cism, particularly from Democrats running 2020 presi-
dential campaigns. Presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders reiterated his assertion that Trump is a racist

telling CNN Sunday: “That is a disgrace and that is why
we’re going to defeat this president.” Cory Booker
wrote that “this is painful. This is a moral, defining
moment in America” while Kamala Harris, who like
Booker is black, said she was “proud” to have her cam-
paign headquarters in Cummings’s district and called
Trump’s attack “disgraceful”.

Trump’s remarks are seen as a calculated but risky
appeal, both to the disgruntled white, blue-collar base
that helped get him elected in 2016, and to other whites
who haven’t decided whom to support in next year’s
elections. After Trump’s tweets attacking the Squad, his
approval among Republicans rose five points to 72 per-
cent in a Reuters-Ipsos poll.

Yesterday, Sharpton accused Trump of attacking
Cummings and the people of Baltimore “in the most big-
oted and racist way”. “He attacks everybody. I know
Donald Trump. He is not mature enough to take criticism.
He can’t help it, he is like a child - somebody says some-
thing he reacts.” Sharpton and Trump have ties going
back to their New York City circles, but Trump balked at
any close past relationship. Baltimore, as well, has stood
up to Trump’s remarks, which Mayor Bernard “Jack”
Young dubbed “completely unacceptable”. —  AFP 
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easier to shoot other players. “A lot of people think
it’s just a game, but he is practicing,  dedicated, deter-
mined,” said Bugha’s aunt, Dawn Seiders. “I think he’s
the definition of a professional.”

Epic Games - Fortnite’s creators - have spent a
whopping $100 million on the inaugural event, including
staging 10 weeks of qualifying culminating in this week-
end’s tournament. Over the three-day tournament, Epic
Games gave out $30 million in prize money. Every com-
petitor is guaranteed to leave with $50,000, making
them the envy of the schoolyard when they return home.

On Saturday, gamers using the pseudonyms
“Nyhrox” and “aqua” became the first Fortnite world
champions in the duo division, winning $1.5 million
each. During Sunday’s final, the crown jewel of the
tournament, three players in addition to Bugha also
became mill ionaires: “Psalm” ($1.8 mill ion),
“Epikwhale” ($1.2 million) and Kreo ($1.05 million), all
Americans.

Argentinian player Thiago Lapp, alias “King”, made
a splash at only 13 years old. He just missed the mil-
lion-dollar mark ($900,000) and finished fifth,
employing an ultra-aggressive style that helped him
eliminate 21 competitors over six matches, the best
after Bugha (23). “It’s better than watching on TV or
Twitch,” said Anthony Peralta, who attended the final.

During the weekend’s highlights, attendees filled
about two-thirds of the Arthur Ashe stadium, which has
a seating capacity of 23,000. “I didn’t think it would be
this much fun,” said Carlos Dacosta, another final audi-
ence member. “The level of competition that these guy
have, it’s crazy.” “It’s massive, what they’ve done,” said
French gamer “Kouto”, whose real name is Issam
Taguine and is a member of France’s Team MCES.
“Especially everything they’ve invested in the players.”

After placing second during the “Creative Mode”
final on Friday, which offers players new game modes
they can discover, Kouto will leave New York with
$86,000, which he plans to give to his mother. For
him, the popularity of the game - which is free to play
and has 250 million users worldwide - is higher than
ever, thanks to its fast-paced updates. “It’s the game
with the most changes,” he said. “So you can come
back four months later and you’ll never feel like
you’ve played the same game. That’s what gives the
game life.” —  AFP 
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crisis in its near 70 years of history,” it said. The
report was sent to the United Nations secretary gener-
al in December and UN investigators have since visited
UNRWA’s offices in Jerusalem and Amman, collecting
information related to the allegations, sources familiar
with the matter said. Krahenbuhl said in a statement to
AFP that “if the current investigation... were to present
findings that require  corrective measures or other
management actions, we will not hesitate to take them.”

UNRWA was set up in the years after more than
700,000 Palestinians were expelled or fled their lands
during the 1948 war surrounding the creation of Israel.
It provides vital schooling and medical services to mil-
lions of impoverished refugees in Lebanon, Jordan,
Syria and the Palestinian territories. It employs around
30,000 people, mostly Palestinians, and its UN man-
date is set to be debated later this year.

The report paints a picture of a small number of
mostly foreign senior leaders centralizing power and
influence while disregarding UN checks and balances.
Krahenbuhl himself is alleged to have been romantically
involved with a colleague who was appointed in 2015 to
a newly created role of senior advisor to the commis-
sioner-general after an “extreme fast-track” process, the
report says. This enabled her to join him on business
class flights across the globe, the report claims.

In 2018 the United States suspended and later cut all
funding for UNRWA, causing a financial crisis that
threatened to see its schools and hospitals closed. US

President Donald Trump’s administration, along with
Israel, accuses UNRWA of perpetuating the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The agency disputes that and says
the services it provides would otherwise not be avail-
able to Palestinians. After the crisis began, Krahenbuhl
established a fund-raising unit outside of the traditional
mechanisms but it “reportedly raised only modest
amounts,” the report says. At the same time, it enabled
him to continue travelling with his partner, it says. 

Separately, a Krahenbuhl deputy is accused of manip-
ulating the system to find a well-paid job for her hus-
band during the 2018 financial crisis. Her management
style is alleged to have included bullying, cutting those
she disliked out of decision-making and avoiding checks
and balances, it says. The deputy left UNRWA last
Thursday for what the agency said was “personal rea-
sons”. She could not be reached for comment. Another
senior official is described in the report as bullying staff
and acting like a “gangster” and a “thug”. UNRWA said
the official was recently “separated from the agency as a
result of inappropriate behaviour” linked to the investi-
gation. He could not be reached for comment.

A senior UNRWA staffer was fired in early July after
what she said was several years of trying to raise ethical
concerns. UNRWA said she was “separated” following a
different investigation unrelated to the internal report,
calling it a “standalone case of misconduct”. She
claimed she was fired for retaliation and is appealing.
Documents seen by AFP show multiple times she raised
concerns over potential mismanagement, including
employees allegedly being promoted beyond their qual-
ifications and supposed nepotism. She told AFP she met
directly with Krahenbuhl, but nothing was done. “Most
of the time it felt like working for a private company not
the United Nations where we are supposed to comply
with strict rules and regulations”, she said. — AFP 

Report alleges 
ethical abuses...

Continued from Page 1

The likes of Belarus and other newer entrants - including
Bahrain, Malta and Gibraltar - are seeking to offer a third
way: crafting specific rules for the cryptocurrency sector,
betting they can attract companies by providing regulatory
security as well as perks like tax breaks. While there is no
guarantee of success, cryptocurrencies represent a rare
chance for these states or territories to grab a slice of an
emerging market, potentially attracting investment and cre-
ating jobs, at a time when big financial  hubs are adopting a
more conservative, “wait-and-see” approach.

“There are jurisdictions in the see-no-evil, hear-no-evil
camp,” said Jesse Overall, a lawyer at Clifford Chance in
New York specializing in crypto regulation. “On the other
end there is the US, UK, EU. In the middle, that’s the juicy
part of the spectrum.” Overall said both countries and com-
panies could benefit from the emergence of frameworks
specifically for cryptocurrencies. But states that get the
rules wrong could fall foul of global rules to stamp out illicit
use of digital coins, he added.

Indeed, there are major questions over whether these
nations will be able to consistently prevent the hacks and
illegal activities, such as money laundering, that plague the
opaque sector and could hammer their reputations as
secure centers. Another risk of building rules for an unpre-
dictable and rapidly evolving industry is that they could
soon become outdated.

ZPX, a Singapore-based crypto firm, will launch a cryp-
tocurrency trading platform, Qume, next month catering to
institutional investors such as high-frequency proprietary
trading firms and hedge funds. It has decided to base the
business in Bahrain’s capital Manama - and the considera-
tions it faced are emblematic of the quandary confronting
many players across the industry. 

ZPX’s CEO Ramani Ramachandran said it decided
against operating in a so-called offshore jurisdiction with
low or no regulation. Such a base could deter big investors
as scrutiny of digital coins heats up from global regulators
and politicians, he said. “As the market matures analogous to
traditional capital markets, mainstream institutional capital
will increasingly look to come to regulated exchanges such
as Qume as opposed to ‘light-touch’ venues in offshore
jurisdictions.”

Bahrain launched rules in February for cryptocurrency
companies such as trading platforms, including rigorous
customer background checks, governance standards and
controls on cyber security risks. It’s also usually far cheaper
in terms of compliance and administration costs to set up in
smaller locations like Bahrain than in major financial hubs,
said Ramachandran. ZPX estimates such costs would come
to around $200,000 a year in Bahrain, versus at least
$750,000 a year in London. Another advantage of setting
up in a smaller country, said ZPX co-founder Aditya Mishra,

was the close communication companies could have with
regulators, something that would be difficult in a big finan-
cial centre. Bahrain also offered good access to Gulf mar-
kets, he added. 

Another cryptocurrency trading platform, iExchange,
began operating in the Belarusian capital Minsk this month,
aiming to attract investors from the CIS market of Russia
and the former Soviet states. Co-founder Igor Snizhko said
Belarus was the best option because it had a regulatory
framework that other countries in the region lacked. Belarus
demands audits of issuers of digital coins and details of the
projects underpinning any issuance. For trading platforms,
the rules include keeping tabs on suspicious transactions to
meet international money laundering standards.

“For many the CIS market is very promising and very
dangerous at the same time,” he added. “Many large and
accomplished players are still afraid of one factor - a lack of
transparency. We didn’t want to work in any ‘grey’ jurisdic-
tion.” Sweeteners offered by Belarus include tax breaks for
companies mining or trading cryptocurrencies. The rules,
described by PwC as “carrots with no sticks,” also give
firms looser rules on currency controls and visas.

In the United States, by contrast, digital coin transactions
are taxable. In Britain, capital gains taxes apply. iExchange
said it had also initially looked at other countries including
Estonia and Malta, but chose Belarus because of its proxim-
ity to its target market.

The size of the global cryptocurrency sector is hard to
gauge because of its complexity and lack of transparency.
Still, Ireland-based Research and Markets reckons the sec-
tor will grow to $1.4 billion by 2024 from $1 billion this year.
Other estimates see a faster rate of growth. Crypto regula-
tions vary through the world. While Facebook’s unveiling of
its Libra coin has prompted signs of a coordinated backlash
against cryptocurrencies by major economies, a patchwork
of approaches still rules from country to country.

China has even banned cryptocurrencies outright, while
an Indian government panel last week recommended a simi-
lar measure. Sui Chung of Crypto Facilities, a London-based
cryptocurrency futures exchange, said there were clear
benefits to being in a major financial hub, including having
access to highly skilled employees. “You need to be in place
where you can get the staff,” he said. “Our product teams,
development teams have financial institution experience.”

Being regulated in an established center can also allow
companies access to deeper, more liquid markets and pro-
vide greater certainty on securities law, said Ann Sofie
Cloots, one of the authors of a Cambridge University study
on cryptocurrency regulation. “It may mean you have a
more sophisticated investor base, greater access to capital,”
she said. “It’s also a reputational thing.”

To be sure, it is not just the likes of Belarus and Bahrain
that have coined their own crypto rules: Some larger coun-
tries like France and Japan have also made moves in that
direction. But it’s the smaller countries that have tended to
launch the most sophisticated “bespoke” approaches,
according to the Cambridge University study. That could
bring clarity to both cryptocurrency companies and related
services like banks previously wary of the sector’s unclear
legal status, said Cloots. —  Reuters 
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CAIRO: Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi and
Jordan’s King Abdullah II met yesterday to discuss
efforts to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, reaffirming
their support for a two-state solution, Sisi’s office said.
The meeting comes ahead of an expected visit to the
region by US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law and
senior White House advisor Jared Kushner, who is
pushing a controversial peace plan rejected by the
Palestinians and criticized by Jordan.  

Kushner’s initiative, partially unveiled at a Bahrain con-
ference in June, dangled the prospect of pumping $50
billion-worth of investment into the stagnant Palestinian
economy. But it failed to address key Palestinian demands
such as the establishment of their own independent state.
The political side of the plan has yet to be released.

In a statement yesterday, Sisi’s office said the
Egyptian and Jordanian leaders had agreed on “the

importance of intensifying efforts” to resume peace
talks. They stressed the talks should abide by the two-
state solution long accepted internationally as the basis
for a solution: A “Palestinian state based on the June
1967 boundaries with East Jerusalem as its capital”.

Trump’s administration has broken with that consen-
sus, unilaterally recognizing the deeply contested city
of Jerusalem as capital of Israel and slashing funding for
the UN agency for Palestinians. The Bahrain forum was
boycotted by Palestinian Authority, while Jordan and
Egypt sent low-level representatives. The Palestinian
leadership has boycotted Trump and accused him of
using promises of cash to try to impose political solu-
tions whilst ignoring Israel’s occupation of Palestinian
territories. After meeting Sisi, the Jordanian monarch
headed to Tunisia to offer condolences following the
death of president Beji Caid Essebsi. — AFP 

Egypt, Jordan leaders hold talks 
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CAIRO: Jordanian King Abdullah II (left) meets Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi at the presidential palace
yesterday. — AFP 

AL-HOL CAMP, Syria: Stabbing guards, stoning aid
workers and flying the Islamic State group’s black flag
in plain sight: The wives and children of the ‘caliphate’
are sticking by the militants in a desperate Syrian camp.
Months after the defeat of the jihadist proto-state, fami-
lies of IS fighters are among 70,000 people crammed
into the Kurdish-run Al-Hol camp in northeastern Syria.
Swarming around an AFP journalist, women clad-in-
black complain of poor medical assistance, a lack of aid,
and boiling tents. They also praise the elusive IS supre-
mo Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, saying they are waiting for
orders from their leader. 

Umm Suhaib, the widowed wife of a jihadist, admits
that IS supporters have attacked Kurdish security
forces guarding the camp. “Two or three times, the
Asayesh were stabbed,” said the 23-year-old Iraqi
mother of three. The so-called “Muhajirat,” female
jihadists who travelled to Syria to join IS, are behind the
stabbings, she said. “Why do they stab them? Because
they allow injustice to prevail,” said Umm Suhaib, cov-
ered in black from head-to-toe. She also accused the
Asayesh of conducting “night raids” on the tents of “sis-
ters”, referring to female IS supporters. 

Umm Suhaib said her husband, a Tunisian, died
months ago fighting the US-backed Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces in the eastern village of Baghouz,
the IS group’s very last bastion in eastern Syria. In
March, the SDF announced the defeat of the ‘caliphate’
- which IS declared in 2014 over parts of Syria and Iraq
in 2014 - after it expelled the last fighters from the vil-
lage. Tens of thousands of people, mostly women and
children, were trucked to Kurdish-run camps in north-
east Syria during the weeks-long campaign.  

In total, some 12,000 foreigners - 4,000 women and
8,000 children - are now living in such camps, accord-
ing to Kurdish authorities. “We only came to the camp
because of Baghdadi’s orders,” said Umm Suhaib. She
has not seen her family in Iraq for nearly three years,
but she does not seem keen on going back home. Her
only wish is the “return of the ‘caliphate’” so that she
can “settle there”. 

Surveillance cameras that operate round-the-clock
are omnipresent in Al-Hol and security is especially
tight around a fenced section of the sprawling camp,
where foreign women are held guarded by Kurdish

forces. Unlike Syrian and Iraqi women who are allowed
to roam the camp freely, these high-risk prisoners are
escorted by armed guards when they want to go to the
camp’s market or receive aid rations. 

“They see us as enemies, and that creates problems,”
said Amer Ali, the head of the Asayesh force, adding
that some women have tried to flee. In June, a woman
from Al-Roj camp who had been transferred to hospital
tried to escape from there but was arrested before she
could flee, medical sources at the facility said. The
woman, they said, had removed her black face veil and
changed into a white dress to make her getaway.

Earlier this month, a video shared on social media
networks showed women clamoring around an IS flag
that had been hoisted on an electricity pole in Al-Hol as
children chanted “Allahu Akbar” (God is Greatest). IS
wants “to spread its ideology through these women”,
said Ali, confirming the authenticity of the footage. The
children too are a problem, he said. “They throw stones
at us because their mothers tell them that we killed their
fathers, and destroyed their houses,” Ali said. 

Kurdish authorities have repeatedly warned that the
children of jihadists represent a “time bomb” the world
urgently needs to defuse. Without rehabilitation and
reintegration, these children could become future “ter-
rorists”, they have warned. Sheikhmous Ahmed, a
Kurdish official in northeastern Syria, acknowledged the
security challenges. “We do not have the means to stop
everything that is happening, but we try to contain
these incidents,” he said. IS supporters “remain
attached to their ideology, and they will always repre-
sent a danger,” he warned.  — AFP   
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AL-HOL CAMP, Syria: An internal security patrol
escorts women, reportedly wives of Islamic State
group fighters, in this camp in Al-Hasakeh gover-
norate in northeastern Syria on July 23, 2019. —AFP 


