
Restrictions
imposed by
the Iran 
nuke deal
VIENNA: Parties to Iran’s 2015
nuclear deal are meeting in Vienna
on Sunday for emergency talks
called in response to an escalation
in tensions between Iran and the
West that included confrontations
at sea and Tehran’s breaches of
the accord. Below are some of the
key restrictions imposed by the
nuclear deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

Uranium enrichment level
The biggest obstacle to pro-

ducing nuclear weapons is obtain-
ing enough fissile material -
weapons-grade highly enriched
uranium or plutonium - for the
bomb’s core. The deal caps the
level of purity to which Iran can
enrich uranium hexafluoride, the
feedstock for centrifuges, at
3.67%, far below the 90% of
weapons grade. It is also well
below the 20% level to which Iran
enriched uranium before the deal.
The 3.67% cap lasts 15 years.

Enrichment capacity
Iran has two vast enrichment

sites, at Natanz and Fordow. Much
of Natanz is deep underground
and Fordow is buried inside a
mountain, which is widely believed
to protect them from aerial bom-
bardment. The deal allows Iran to

continue enrichment at Natanz but
with constraints. It turns Fordow
into a “nuclear, physics and tech-
nology centre” where centrifuges
are used for purposes other than
enrichment, such as producing
stable isotopes. The JCPOA also:
Slashes the number of centrifuges
installed in Iran to roughly 6,000
from around 19,000 before the
deal. - Only allows Iran to produce
enriched uranium with its first-
generation IR-1 centrifuges. -
Allows Iran to use small numbers
of more advanced centrifuges for
research, but without accumulat-
ing enriched uranium, for 10 years

Uranium stock
The deal caps Iran’s stock of

low-enriched uranium at 300 kg
of uranium hexafluoride enriched
to 3.67% or its equivalent for 15
years. That corresponds to 202.8
kg of uranium, according to the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, which is policing the
deal’s restrictions. Iran produced
tons before the deal. Any excess
enriched uranium was either
downblended to the level of natu-
ral uranium or shipped out of the
country in exchange for natural
uranium. The United States said in
2015 the deal reduced Iran’s
stockpile of enriched uranium by
98%, to less than the amount
needed for one weapon from
enough for about 10.

Cutting off plutonium track
Iran was further from being

able to produce a weapon with
plutonium than with uranium. It
was building a heavy-water reac-
tor at Arak that could eventually
have produced spent fuel from

which plutonium could be sepa-
rated. Under the JCPOA: The core
of that reactor has been removed
and filled with concrete to make it
unusable. - The reactor is being
redesigned so as to “minimize the
production of plutonium and not
to produce weapon-grade pluto-
nium in normal operation”. - All
spent fuel from Arak will be
shipped out of Iran, for the reac-
tor’s lifetime. - Iran commits not to
engage in reprocessing or repro-
cessing research activities for 15
years. - Iran can continue to pro-
duce heavy water, used as a mod-
erator in reactors like Arak, but its
stock is capped around 130
tonnes. It has previously shipped
excess amounts abroad for stor-
age or sold them. This restriction
lasts 15 years.

More intrusive oversight
The JCPOA: Requires Iran to

apply the IAEA’s Addit ional
Protocol - which grants the
agency wide-ranging inspection
powers - and “subsequently seek
ratification and entry into force”
Grants IAEA inspectors daily
access to Natanz and Fordow for
15 years. - Says the deal’s signa-
tories must vet Iran’s purchases
of nuclear or dual-use equip-
ment. Bans Iran from carrying out
a range of activities that could
contribute to making a nuclear
bomb, such as computer simula-
tions of a nuclear explosion or
designing certain multi-point
detonation systems. In some cas-
es, those activities can be carried
out with the other signatories’
approval. — Reuters

GILROY: Three people were killed in a shooting at a
major food festival in California on Sunday before police
gunned down the suspected attacker, officers said.
Among the victims was a six-year-old boy, his grand-
mother told US media, while at least 15 others were
injured. Officers confronted and shot dead the suspect
“in less than a minute,” said Scot Smithee, police chief of
the city of Gilroy, 30 miles southeast of San Jose. A
search for a possible second suspect was ongoing,
Smithee said, adding that the site of the three-day
Gilroy Garlic Festival was “still an active crime scene.”

“We believe based on witness statements that there
was a second individual involved in some way, we just
don’t know in what way,” he told journalists. The grand-
mother of six-year-old Stephen Romero said he was
shot while attending the event with his mother and other
grandmother. Describing her grandson as “always kind,
happy and... playful,” Maribel Romero told ABC7 News
Stephen had died by the time she arrived at hospital.

‘Random’ shooting 
Footage showed people fleeing in terror as shots

rang out at one of the largest food festivals in the
country. A witness named Julissa Contreras told NBC
a white man in his 30s armed with a rifle opened fire
indiscriminately. “I could see him shooting in just
every direction. He wasn’t aiming at anyone specifi-
cally. It was just left to right, right to left,” Contreras
said, according to NBC. “He definitely was prepared
for what he was doing,” she said.

Smithee said the suspect appeared to have
entered the 50-acre festival site via a creek, using
cutting equipment to breach the event’s perimeter.
Metal detectors and bag searches were in place as
part of “very tight security” at the festival, he said.
No motive was known but the suspect’s shooting
appeared “somewhat random,” Smithee added. The
suspect used “some sort of a rifle,” he said. US
President Donald Trump earlier tweeted that law
enforcement officers were at “the scene of shoot-
ings” in Gilroy, urging members of the public to “Be
careful and safe!”

Festival director Brian Bowe told reporters it was
“horribly upsetting” that the attack happened on the

third and final day of this year’s event in Gilroy,
which he described as an “amazing... a tightly-knit
community.” “Our 4,000-plus local volunteers work
so hard every year and to see this event end this way
is just one of the most tragic and sad things that I’ve
ever had to see,” Bowe said. “We feel so upset for
those that are impacted - friends, families, neighbors.
It’s just a horrible thing to experience.”

‘Senseless violence’
California governor Gavin Newsom said the inci-

dent was “nothing short of horrif ic.” “Tonight,
(California) stands with the Gilroy community. My
office is monitoring the situation closely,” he tweet-
ed. “Grateful for the law enforcement’s efforts and
their continued work as this situation develops.” The
Mercury News reported that the shooting took place
as the festival was winding down. Stagehand Shawn
Viaggi hit the ground after hearing “loud pops,” it
said. “I called out, ‘It’s a real gun, let’s get out of
here,’ and we hid under the stage,” Viaggi said,
according to the newspaper.

The Gilroy Garlic Festival features live entertain-
ment including bands and cooking competitions as
well as food and drink, and draws nearly 100,000
people over three days each year, according to
organizers. The family event is a major focal point for
the small city of around 50,000. Thirteen-year-old
Evenny Reyes told the Mercury News that “we were
just leaving and we saw a guy with a bandana
wrapped around his leg because he got shot. And
there were people on the ground, crying.” “There
was a little kid hurt on the ground. People were
throwing tables and cutting fences to get out,” said
Reyes.

“Grateful to first responders who are on the scene
in Gilroy and keeping those injured by such senseless
violence in my thoughts,” Senator Kamala Harris,
who is running for the 2020 Democratic presidential
nomination, wrote on Twitter. Shootings are a fre-
quent occurrence in the United States, but despite
the scale of the gun violence problem in the country,
efforts to address it legislatively have long been
largely deadlocked at the federal level. — AFP 
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GILROY: Police vehicles arrive on the scene of the investigation following a deadly shooting at the Gilroy Garlic Festival in Gilroy, 80 miles south of San Francisco, California on July 28, 2019. -— AFP 

Three killed in US festival shooting 
Suspected gunman dead; six-year-old boy among the victims 

A suspicious
crash? Indian
rape accuser 
fighting for
her life 
NEW DELHI: An Indian teenager
who accused a senior politician of
rape is fighting for her life after being
critically injured in a crash that killed
two relatives, raising suspicions of foul
play. Her lawyer was also badly
injured in the accident, which
occurred in northern Uttar Pradesh
state Sunday when a truck collided
with their car. Police said yesterday
they had arrested the truck driver and
were investigating claims that it may
have been a hit to silence the young
woman.

“We are analyzing all the aspects,
we are looking into call details and
have recorded statements of eye wit-
nesses,” state police chief OP Singh
told reporters in Lucknow, the state
capital. Top rights body the National
Commission of Women urged police
to conduct an “absolutely free, fair
and speedy” probe and said its team
would soon meet the teenager’s family.
The 19-year-old accused state law-
maker Kuldeep Singh Sengar from the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
raping her at his home in 2017, but
police in the notoriously lawless state
initially refused to take action. 

Her father was detained by police
and severely beaten in custody-
allegedly by Sengar’s brother-before

dying from his injuries. The teenager
also tried to set herself on fire outside
the home of Uttar Pradesh leader Yogi
Adityanath, a BJP stalwart, triggering
nationwide outrage. Protests across
India led to the case being handed
over to federal investigators who
arrested Sengar last year. He denies
the accusations.

Uproar in parliament 
The woman’s family said the crash

was a deliberate attempt to kill her so
the rape case does not go to trial.
India’s parliament was briefly sus-
pended yesterday because of opposi-
tion protests over the case. “There
could be a possibility of murder
behind this incident,” said Akhilesh
Yadav, a former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister and head of the regional
Samajwadi Party. But police chief
Singh said the crash “appears to be
purely a road accident”. He said the
truck was speeding, but declined to
comment further while an investiga-
tion was ongoing. However, media
reports said suspicions had been
raised because the truck’s registration
number was painted over.

Priyanka Gandhi, a leader of the
opposition Congress party, said the
accident was “shocking” and ques-
tioned why Sengar was still a member
of the BJP. The case has shone a spot-
light on India’s atrocious record on
rape. Nearly 40,000 cases are
reported every year, according to
official figures. Campaigners say the
real number is higher, with victims
wary of filing cases because of the
social stigma and a lack of faith in
investigators. Yesterday, a 36-year-
old woman died after she set herself
on fire in the western city of Jaipur,
accusing police of inaction over her
rape complaint. — AFP 

TEHRAN: President Hassan Rouhani (right) greets Oman’s Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Yusuf bin Alawi Bin Abdullah in Tehran. — AFP 


