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GENEVA: Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN and International Organizations headquarters in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghunaim meets with WHO Director General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The National Library of Kuwait (NLK),
in an effort to preserve the ever-growing library
of cultural products and treasures, had launched
its ambitious ‘Thakirat Watan,’ or Memory of
Kuwait digital library. The June-initiated project
gathers over 1,000 multifaceted contents through
an easy-accessed digital library as part of NLK
strategic plan to involve all components of the
society. On the subject, Deputy Secretary General
of the National Council for Culture, Arts, and
Letters (NCCAL) and Director General of NLK
Kamel Al-Abduljalil said that the digital age had
necessitated the launch of this online database for
all those who are keen on finding knowledge and
expanding their horizons.

The NLK cooperated with various state entities
nationally to embark on the mission to safeguard
culture and knowledge produced by Kuwait; indi-
cated Kamel Abduljalil who pointed out that the
project took two years to execute. All contents
were digitized during the two-year process and
staff were trained to operate the system and serve
the masses hungering for information and data, he
affirmed. He added that all those having access to
the internet on various devices and platforms
could log in and browse all content related to
Kuwaiti culture whether it was old and rare publi-
cations, postal stamps, or more. The current

capacity of the digital
l ibrary is  at  around
500,000 free audio and
visual  contents, said
Abduljalil, adding it also
could host some half a
million books with only
around five percent fully
accessed by those
browsing from outside
the country for copy-
right reasons.

Abdul ja l i l  revealed
that more content would
be added to the library
bolstering Kuwait’s reputation as a country of cul-
ture and heritage. In the same vein, NLK digital
specialist and head of the digital workshop Dr
Amal Abdulwahab spoke of the library digitizing
process, saying that the workshop consisted of
high-tech equipment facilitating the procedure.
The scanning machines could digitize around
3,000 pages per hour and that helps immensely in
thriving the content of the digital library, she
affirmed. To access the library, one could visit
http://memoryofkuwait.nlk.gov.kw web link to
enjoy the ocean of publications, manuscripts, and
documents. —KUNA
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WHO commends
Kuwait’s support
to its programs 
GENEVA: Director General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus praised yesterday Kuwait’s distinctive
support to the different programs ran by the organi-
zation in facing crises. After a meeting with Kuwait’s
Permanent Delegate to the UN and International
Organizations headquarters in Geneva Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim, Dr Ghebreyesus expressed thanks
to the Gulf country’s generous support to all pro-
grams provided by WHO in Syria, Yemen, and other
areas of crises. He added that the meeting discussed
supporting WHO’s programs in Syria for the year

2019, targeting affected people from the conflict
there, and rehabilitate the health system in some rela-
tively stable areas. He referred to the continued
Kuwaiti support to Syria since the start of the con-
flict, which enhanced the organization’s ability in fac-
ing health challenges.

Meanwhile, Executive Director of WHO health emer-
gencies Program Michael Ryan said that the Kuwaiti
support is always timely, which helps us move as quick-
ly as possible to contain the crises before they escalate.
He stressed that cooperation with the Kuwaiti authori-
ties in coordinating programs and intervention, espe-
cially in emergencies, is encouraging. In the meantime,
Ambassador Ghunaim noted that the meeting discussed
Kuwait’s commitments before Brussels III Conference
on ‘Supporting the future of Syria and the region,’
which held last March. The meeting dealt with the out-
standing bilateral cooperation between the two sides
and their keenness to strengthen it in various fields, he
explained. —KUNA

World Bank Group
lauds Kuwait efforts
to attain SDGs
KUWAIT: The World Bank Group Resident Representative
in Kuwait Ghassan Khoja said yesterday that Kuwait has
taken firm steps to integrate the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in its national planning and development
framework. Khoja valued the efforts exerted by the Ministry
of State for Economic Affairs and the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development in preparing the Kuwait
Voluntary National Review 2019, a report on the implemen-
tation of the 2030 Agenda to the UN High-Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development.

The World Bank Group commends Kuwait’s focus on

making and implementing solid and balanced social, eco-
nomic, and environmental policies, he expressed. Kuwait
has worked on implementing measures to attain SDGs,
Khoja said, noting the Kuwait Voluntary National Review
represents significant steps toward evaluating the assess-
ing progress to attain such goals, and shows the Kuwaiti
leadership’s determination to achieve fair and compre-
hensive sustainable socio-economic development.

Meanwhile, Khoja mentioned there are current chal-
lenges that could hinder some reformations, indicating the
World Bank, through its strategic partnership with
Kuwait, constantly aspires to support attaining His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s ‘New Kuwait 2035’ vision. Kuwait took part in a
UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development (HLPF) on July 18, themed ‘empowering
people and ensuring integration and equality,’ and pre-
sented its first voluntary report on objectives of sustain-
able development at the national level. —KUNA


