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News in brief

Detention for driving over 170 km/h

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s relations and security
information department’s acting Director General Brig
Tawheed Al-Kandari warned about strict punishments
against speeding motorists. He said those who drive
over 170 km/h will be detained for 48 hours and their
cars will be impounded for endangering others and
themselves. He said grave violations occur at weekends
and more than 30 persons are detained. — Al-Qabas

Ministry moves to recover money

KUWAIT: The education ministry plans to go to court to
recover money paid to expat teachers although they have
been out of work for years, because school administra-
tions did not inform concerned authorities. Sources said
most of the teachers whose cases were discovered lately
did not withdraw the money from their bank accounts, as
the employees had left the country. They said recovering
the salaries requires a court ruling. They said the latest
discovered case is that of a secondary school teacher
who has been out of work since 2003, which was not
reported to the administrative sector. — Al-Qabas

750 plots for livestock farms 

KUWAIT: Head of the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Yousuf revealed a project to distribute around 750
plots for sheep and camel farms with areas of 1,250 sq
m within three months. He said the authority has no
relation with allocating farming lands, and is only con-
cerned with distribution according to rules, draws and
deserving groups. Furthermore, he indicated that allo-
cations are the responsibility of Kuwait Municipality.
He added the authority will continue following up the
distributed lands and make sure that they are used for
the purposes they are licensed for, and in case of any
violation, necessary measures will be taken and may
reach to taking back the land. Sheikh Mohammad said
the fish farming project is in its final stages and can be
received from the municipality within a month. On the
other hand, he said that proposals for farms on the bor-
der and a larger zoo have been cancelled due to unfea-
sibility and costs. — Al-Anbaa

Photo of the Day

US President Donald Trump has asked the World
Trade Organization (WTO) to change the status of
some members of the organization because they are

classified as developing countries although they are rich,
threatening unilateral action if this does not happen. These
countries are Kuwait, Brunei, China, Hong Kong, Macao,
Mexico, Qatar, Singapore, South Korea, Turkey and UAE.

Trump sent a special note to the United States’ repre-
sentative to urge the amendment to prevent developing
countries from the benefits which they obtain because of
the rules of the organization. The American decision aims
to deprive these countries of the facilities that are being
provided by WTO to developing countries commercially
and economically.

I think this is important for all the concerned countries,
but this does not mean that it will affect negatively and
directly on Kuwait, because we are an oil state and the
Kuwaiti economy is based on the export and sale of oil.
The industrial sector, being the largest beneficiary of these
facilities, does not contribute more than 4 percent to the
economy. Most of the facilities provided to developing
countries of the WTO are directed to the industrial sector
in order to help them increase exports. I think we should
focus on developing industries and raising their competi-
tiveness in light of the opening up of global markets and
possible changes.

One of the benefits to Kuwait as an oil-exporting
developing country and a member of the World Trade
Organization is the elimination of customs and non-tariff
restrictions on exports. And because of the special nature
of oil and its products in international trade as an imported
commodity and a factor of production inputs, importing
countries are not subject to customs duties, even if they
are relatively low, while exporting countries have imposed
self-restraint on their production to maintain prices within
the framework of OPEC. The US president said if the
WTO did not make substantial progress in reforming this
sector within 90 days, it would stop its dealings with those
countries as developing countries, adding that the United
States will not support any of these countries.

In accordance with resolution no. 206 of 1994, the
Council of Ministers authorized the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry to follow up the implementation of Kuwait’s
agreements with the World Trade Organization. Therefore,
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry follows up the sub-
ject through its embassy in Geneva for any possible effects of
the agreements signed by Kuwait as a member of the WTO
and the extent of their impact on the flow of trade from
Kuwait and the rest of the world in the event of changing
Kuwait’s status from a developing country to an advanced
country. Especially since the US president has called for
reforms within 90 days, and this is a short period of time.

However, some local press reports have reported pos-
sible effects on some items of the ‘New Kuwait 2035
vision’ development plan that may be based on facilities
from WTO. I think the US’ message to the organization
should not have an impact on the role of the World Trade
Organization on the Arab business community, the impor-
tance of linking the World Trade Organization with Arab
conventions and to strengthen Arab capabilities in world
trade and reforms of trade policies, especially since
Kuwait adopts the principle of free economy and its adop-
tion of the trade freedom policy advocated by the organi-
zation and developing it with the private sector.

I think there is no specific standard on what makes a
country progressive and developing, but there are meas-
urable factors such as GDP per capita. Still, Kuwait is
among the Third World countries and faces important
challenges and needs cooperation with the WTO. Kuwait
is progressing rapidly in many fields with the development
of education and it might take time to improve its industri-
al wealth. But this does not preclude the organization’s
support and cooperation, especially within the scope of
policies to upgrade from a developing nation to an
advanced one.

Rich and developed

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

KUWAIT: A bird rests on a twig in a garden in Kuwait. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Humidity continues,
temperature increases
through Friday
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Head of the navigational forecasting depart-
ment at Kuwait Meteorological Center Derar Al-Ali told
Kuwait Times that high humidity is expected to continue
in Kuwait today over coastal areas with light to the mod-
erate northwesterly wind, with the possibility of a tem-
perature increase from today through Friday. He said the
weekend will witness an increase in temperatures and
rising dust over open areas, with active northwesterly
winds. “The temperature in Thursday is expected to
reach 50 degrees Centigrade, which will hopefully go
down by next week,” he said.

Kuwaiti meteorologist and astronomer Adel Al-
Saadoun said humidity and heat will dominate coastal
areas in Kuwait during the week, which in general will
have light to moderate winds from the northwest, and
dust will recede gradually. In the first weeks of August,
humidity and temperatures will significantly increase, but
will drop gradually to lower than 47 degrees Celsius.
Speaking to Kuwait Times, Saadoun indicated the weath-

er during Eid Al-Adha will continue to be hot with north-
westerly winds.

Vehicles under Ghazali bridge impounded

MPs to push
demographic
structure authority
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Some MPs are planning to ‘impose’ a parlia-
mentary proposal calling for the establishment of a nation-
al authority to organize and manage the demographic
structure, because MPs believe the government is not seri-
ous in dealing with the risks of the current demographic
structure in Kuwait and that parliamentary intervention is
a must to reach security, social and economic solutions.
They said the number of expats should be reduced by at
least 30 percent, particularly from large communities,

apart from getting rid of marginal laborers. Meanwhile,
government sources said that any talk about plans to
increase gasoline prices next year is not on the govern-
ment’s agenda at all, was not discussed and there is no
memo about this matter. The sources said the last price
increase was in Sept 2016, less than three years ago, which
is a short period to evaluate the decision and its effects on
the local market and general prices, so any decision for
another increase will not be quick and an extensive study
is needed.

The sources also commented on talk that the number of
cars is large in Kuwait, which creates traffic jams, noting
the solution for those jams will not be by increasing gaso-
line prices, rather by other solutions related to the prob-
lem. The sources did not deny that the prices are under a
comprehensive study, and will increase one day. They said
prices of gasoline and power will not increase during the
next two years at least, and in case there is an intention to
increase them, it will be within an integrated plan.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s relations and security
information department said patrols were dispatched to
Ghazali bridge, where cars were parked in the shade under
it. They impounded all the vehicles for parking in an
undesignated area and neglecting the vehicle. This action
was taken following a video clip that circulated on social
media.

In other news, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate, in
cooperation with police and the Environment Public
Authority carried out a campaign to get rid of violations of
preventive conditions in Aswaq Al-Qurain. The campaign
resulted in issuing several warnings, and some popular
markets and restaurants may be closed because of danger-
ous violations unless they correct them. KUWAIT: Vehicles impounded under the Ghazali bridge.

A KFSD official inspects fire safety conditions. A warehouse lacking fire safety conditions.

A truck tows a vehicle impounded under the Ghazali
bridge.


