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Spending also surges, with 75 percent allocated for wages, subsidies

Budget deficit drops by 60% 
on back of higher revenues
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The finance ministry
said yesterday that public revenues
rose sharply in the 2018/2019 fiscal
year mainly due to substantially
higher oil revenues and higher-than-
expected non-oil income. Although
spending rose by 13.5 percent, the
budget shortfall fell to KD 1.29 bil-
lion, or 60 percent lower than the
previous year’s deficit and 83 per-
cent below projections, the ministry
said in a statement.

Oil income surged 29 percent to
KD 18.43 billion and non-oil income
increased by 24 percent to KD 2.13

billion. Overall revenues were at KD
20.56 billion, up by 28.5 percent on
the previous year, the statement said.
Spending also rose to KD 21.85 bil-
lion, 13.5 percent higher than the pre-
vious year.

The budget deficit for the
2018/2019 fiscal year which ended on
March 31, was also much lower than
projections because the average oil
price for the whole fiscal year was
$68.6 a barrel, much higher than the
$50 a barrel projected while prepar-
ing the budget. By law, 10 percent of
revenues, or KD 2.05 billion in
2018/2019, is transferred into the
reserve fund for future generations or

the country’s sovereign wealth fund,
whose assets are estimated at around
$600 billion.

The statement said that as much as
75 percent of spending was allocated
for wages and public subsidies.
Wages accounted for KD 11.45 bil-
lion, while subsidies came at KD 4.9
billion, more than 65 percent higher
than the previous year. Finance
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf said non-oil
revenues recorded a healthy growth
for the second year in a row and that
capital spending on projects
accounted for 14 percent, a good
share which the ministry plans to
raise to 17 percent in the current year.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said yesterday that
some foreign countries have been “blackmailing”
Kuwait lately over allegations of mistreatment of
domestic helpers in the country. The lawmaker
acknowledged that there were a few cases of abuse of
domestic helpers “like in all countries of the world”,

but this should not be
allowed to be exploited to
blackmail Kuwait.

Fadhl criticized Al-
Durra Company for the
recruitment of domestic
helpers from abroad,
formed by a law passed
by the Assembly to help
cut maid recruitment costs
for families in the country, saying the company has
failed to carry out its job. Meanwhile, MP Majed Al-
Mutairi submitted a draft law calling to increase gov-
ernment financial assistance to Kuwaiti university stu-
dents from KD 200 monthly to between KD 250 and
KD 400 monthly based on the year of study.

MP claims foreign 
nations blackmail 
Kuwait over maids

CSC announces Eid holidays

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission yester-
day announced that if the month of Thulqada is of
30 days, Sunday, Aug 11, 2019 will the Arafat Day
holiday, and the Eid Al-Adha holidays will be on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (Aug
12, 13, 14 and 15), as Thursday lies between two
holidays. Sunday, Aug 18 will be the start of official
work. If Thulqada is of 29 days, Saturday Aug 10
will be the Arafat Day holiday, and the Eid Al-Adha
holidays will be on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
(Aug 11, 12 and 13), and Wednesday, Aug 14 will be
the start of official work. As for authorities and
entities of a special nature, their holidays will be
decided by those responsible for their affairs, tak-
ing public interest into consideration.

Saudi King Salman’s brother dies 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia was gearing up yesterday
for the funeral of King Salman’s elder brother, the
royal court said, after he died at the age of 96. “His
Royal Highness Prince Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud passed away,” the royal court said Sunday in
a brief statement carried by the official Saudi Press
Agency. “A funeral prayer will be performed for his
soul... on Monday... at the Grand Mosque in
Makkah.” The prince was the eldest surviving son
of Saudi Arabia’s founding monarch, King
Abdulaziz.  — AFP 

Man pushes boy in front of train 

FRANKFURT: An eight-year-old boy died yester-
day and his mother was injured when a man pushed
them in front of a train in Germany’s Frankfurt rail-
way station, police said. The suspect, a 40-year-old
Eritrean man who was unrelated to the victims, ran
off but was overpowered by passers-by and
detained by police. The woman was being treated
in hospital after narrowly escaping from the tracks
as an arriving ICE high speed train ran over her
child. A police spokeswoman said the man tried to
push a third person onto the track but the woman
managed to defend herself. — Agencies 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
branded African-American civil rights activist
Al Sharpton a “conman” yesterday, sparking
further charges of racism following his recent
tirades against prominent black lawmakers,
and drawing a rebuke from Maryland’s
Republican governor and the black former
Republican Party national chairman. The attack
followed a weekend during which Trump drew
fire for targeting Elijah Cummings, a
Democratic congressman of color and high-
profile Trump critic whose district covers much

of the majority black city of Baltimore.
Trump’s dispute with Sharpton appeared to

stem from a tweet by the civil rights leader late
Sunday, stating that he was headed to
Baltimore. “Al is a con man, a troublemaker,
always looking for a score. Just doing his
thing” Trump tweeted early yesterday, adding
that Sharpton “Hates Whites & Cops!”
Sharpton shot back, telling reporters in
Baltimore that Trump “has a particular venom
for blacks and people of color”. “He can say
what he wants, call me a troublemaker. Yes, I
make trouble for bigots,” Sharpton said. “If he
really thought I was a conman he would want
me in his cabinet.” 

The episode began when Trump called
Cummings’s district a “rat and rodent infested
mess” where no one would choose to live. The
controversy comes less than two weeks after
the House of Representatives condemned
Trump for “racist” comments targeting four
first-term Democratic congresswomen, known
as the “Squad,” who are from ethnic minorities.

“If the Democrats are going to defend the
Radical Left ‘Squad’ and King Elijah’s
Baltimore Fail, it will be a long road to 2020,”
Trump tweeted yesterday. “So tired of listening
to the same old Bull...Next, Reverend Al will
show up to complain & protest. Nothing will
get done for the people in need. Sad!” Trump
wrote.

A historic port city of 600,000 people,
Baltimore presents a mixed picture, with both
handsome and affluent neighborhoods and
poverty-stricken districts. It has one of the
country’s highest murder rates. Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan, a Republican who had
considered challenging Trump for the party’s
2020 presidential nomination, blasted Trump’s
tweets in an interview with WBAL radio and
said the president’s latest Twitter attacks were
only further fueling division and political anger
nationwide. “The comments are just outra-
geous and inappropriate,” Hogan said. “I think
enough is enough.”

Continued on Page 24

Trump presses 
race as 2020 
tactic, attacks 
black activist 

Ahmad Al-Fadhl

NEW YORK: Bugha of the US celebrates with the trophy after winning the final of
the solo competition at the 2019 Fortnite World Cup on Sunday at Arthur Ashe
Stadium. -— AFP 

WASHINGTON: People applaud as US President Donald Trump, surrounded by
Sept 11 first responders and family members, signs an act to permanently
authorize the Sept 11 victim compensation fund during a ceremony in the Rose
Garden of the White House yesterday. —AFP 

NEW YORK: American Kyle Giersdorf,
alias “Bugha,” became the first Fortnite
world champion in the solo division, win-
ning $3 million at age 16 on Sunday.
Originally from Pennsylvania, the young
gamer took the lead in the first of six
games and never looked back. “It’s
insane,” the young millionaire said after
the final, during which he scored almost
double the points of his closest oppo-
nent (59 to 33).

Aside from the second of six games,
Bugha was remarkably consistent
despite playing in the first world cup

final, with millions of dollars on the line,
in the Arthur Ashe stadium, where the
US Open tennis tournament takes place.
“This morning he was worriless, ener-
getic, having fun to make sure he wasn’t
stressed at all,” his best friend Colin
Bradley told AFP after the final.

In the game, users are dropped onto
an island where they must search for
weapons and other resources while
eliminating other players - all while try-
ing to stay alive. A sense of placement,
a talent for building, brilliance in close
combat and rock solid self-control -
Bugha had it all in the final. “He’s one of
the smartest players. He knows when to
attack, when not to attack, to stay high
ground. He’s a strategic player,”
Bradley said. Having a high position is
often a decisive advantage, especially in
the closing stages of the game, making it 
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RAMALLAH: An internal ethics report
has alleged mismanagement and abuses
of authority at the highest levels of the
UN agency for Palestinian refugees even
as the organization faced an unprece-
dented crisis after US funding cuts. The
allegations included in the confidential
report by the agency’s ethics department
are now being scrutinized by UN investi-
gators. The United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA) said it is coop-
erating fully with the investigation and
that it cannot comment in detail because
the probe is ongoing.

AFP has obtained a copy of the report
which describes “credible and corroborat-
ed” allegations of serious ethical abuses,
including involving UNRWA’s top official,
Commissioner-General Pierre Krahenbuhl.
It says the allegations include senior man-

agement engaging in
“sexual misconduct,
nepotism, retaliation,
discrimination and
other abuses of
authority, for person-
al gain, to suppress
legitimate dissent,
and to otherwise
achieve their person-
al objectives.” One
senior official named
in the report has left the organization due
to “inappropriate behavior” linked to the
investigation, UNRWA said, while another
has resigned for what the agency called
“personal reasons”. 

UNRWA said in response to AFP ques-
tions that it “is probably among the most
scrutinized UN agencies in view of the
nature of the conflict and complex and
politicized environment it is working in”.
“Over the past 18 months, UNRWA has
faced immense financial and political pres-
sure, but its entire staff body has steered it,
serving 5.4 million Palestine refugees
through the most unprecedented financial 
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LONDON: When Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko met entrepreneur
Viktor Prokopenya in March 2017, their
discussion was scheduled to last for an
hour but went on for three times that
long. The meeting, Prokopenya said, end-
ed with Lukashenko asking him to pro-
pose regulations to boost the country’s
tech sector. Prokopenya worked with IT
firms and lawyers to draft guidelines to
cash in on an emerging digital industry:
Cryptocurrencies.

Some two years later, the rules are in
place. Investors can trade bitcoin on an
exchange run by Prokopenya, while other
companies are launching their own cryp-
tocurrency platforms. “The idea was to
create everything from scratch,”
Prokopenya told Reuters in an interview
in London. “To make sure that it is free in
some of the aspects it needs to be free,

and very stringent in other aspects.”
Contacted for comment, Lukashenko’s
office directed Reuters to an account of
the meeting on the president’s website.

Belarus is among a handful of smaller
countries coming up with specific rule
books for digital currencies. Their
efforts could help shape the develop-
ment of the global market and the
growth of industry players, from
exchange platforms to brokers. So far,
cryptocurrency companies have often
had to choose between two extremes
when deciding where to set up shop.

Major financial centers like London
and New York, which apply traditional
financial services rules to the sector,
might be attractive to big institutions
seeking safety but the compliance
complexity and costs preclude many of
the startups at the heart of the fledgling
industry. Conversely, lightly-regulated
jurisdictions like the Seychelles and
Belize allow far easier market access.
But states with light rules can offer less
protection for investors and have loos-
er checks on money laundering,
lawyers say.
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