
GWANGJU: American swim sensation Caeleb
Dressel complained of losing his hair yesterday after
Duncan Scott’s electrifying relay anchor leg denied
him a seventh world title in eight days. Hot on the
heels of Britain’s stunning 4x100 meters medley gold,
there were no such mistakes from the United States
women’s team, who obliterated their own world
record to close out a controversial week in Gwangju
in flamboyant style.

“I don’t think there will ever be an instance where I
get two silvers and six golds and be upset,” said
Dressel. “It’s a very tough week — part of me is very
happy, part of me wants to cry that I’m done with it,”
added the 22-year-old, who swept to seven gold
medals at the 2017 world championships in Budapest.
“I’ve got pimples on my face from the stress of the
meet, I’m losing some hair.”

Dressel, swimming’s chiseled, tattooed pin-up, has lit
up a meet plagued by doping protests and mud-sling-
ing and would have expected to pocket a seventh gold
medal after giving teammate Nathan Adrian a lead of
half a body length with the fastest butterfly split ever
on the third leg. But Scott, who sparked angry scenes
with his podium snub of Chinese giant Sun Yang last
week, exploded from the blocks to smash the anchor
leg, hunting down Adrian as he fired off a sensational
46.14 to give the Brits a famous gold — and a third of
the week for Adam Peaty.

‘Sort of speechless’ 
“I can’t say I thought I had that split in me,” grinned

Scott. “I’m sort of speechless I’ve been able to put that
race together. “The boys put me in position and I just
used adrenaline to come home. It was great to dethrone
the Americans — I’ve got to put that down as my best

swim.” Simone Manuel romped to victory in the 50m
freestyle before returning to anchor the American
women to a world best of 3:50.40 in the 4x100m med-
ley — boosted by a backstroke world record of 57.57
from teenage lead-off swimmer Regan Smith.

“To start off with a world record from Regan really
pumped us all up,” said Manuel. “We definitely wanted
to finish off the meet on a good note.” Olympic champi-
on Katinka Hosszu got it done yet again, Hungary’s “iron
lady” sweeping to gold in the women’s 400m individual
medley to become the first female swimmer to win five
world titles in a single event. “We Hungarians like it
when everyone is bleeding and we have to go into war,”
said Hosszu, who threw up after the final. “It felt like a
bit of a dog fight. But I like it this way, bring it on!”

Germany’s Florian Wellbrock won a pulsating men’s
1,500m freestyle final to become the first swimmer to
capture gold medals in two sports at a single world
championship after winning the 10km open water title.

Doping row 
Dressel’s exploits in Gwangju have been largely

overshadowed by a doping row and protests by ath-
letes targeting Sun after a leaked FINA doping panel
report alleged China’s triple Olympic champion had
allowed vials of blood to be smashed after being visited
by testers last year. Australia’s Mack Horton and Scott
both refused to shake Sun’s hand after losing to the
hulking Chinese swimmer, triggering a furious reaction
from Sun.

Sun, who retained his 200 and 400m world titles in
Korea, denies doping and insisted he was “protecting
each and every athlete” by refusing to let what he
called “unlicensed” testers take his blood. Following
Horton’s protest, Australian officials announced at the

weekend that relay star Shayna Jack had tested positive
for a banned substance before the championships. That
came after the shocking news that two people had died
and several athletes had been injured when a balcony
collapsed inside a local nightclub. Elsewhere on the

final night, American Lilly King crushed Russian Yulia
Efimova to retain her 50m breaststroke title, while
Japan’s Daiya Seto romped to gold in the men’s 400m
individual medley to become the first male swimmer to
capture three world titles in the event. — AFP 

Dembele double
fires Lyon to 
victory against
Arsenal
LONDON: Substitute Moussa Dembele
scored twice as Lyon came from behind to
beat Arsenal 2-1 in a pre-season friendly in
London yesterday. Gunners boss Unai Emery
had opted against including Sead Kolasinac
and Mesut Ozil in his squad after they were
involved in an attempted car-jacking during
the week.

He also named new signings Dani Ceballos
and Gabriel Martinelli on the bench, with the
pair coming on as the Ligue 1 side overturned
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang’s opener to win
the pre-season trophy. Alexandre Lacazette
limped off injured early as Arsenal dominated
the opening half, Aubameyang smartly tuck-
ing home Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s cross 10 min-
utes before half-time. 

But after the break, with changes taking
place for much of the half, Lyon battled back
and Dembele struck either side of Martinelli
having a debut Emirates Stadium goal ruled
out for handball. Before kick-off the fans
observed a period of applause in memory of
Jose Antonio Reyes. The former Arsenal for-
ward died in a car accident on June 1.

African Nations qualifiers
Malian Moussa Kone and Namibian Elmo

Kambindu scored twice each as their coun-
tries built first-leg leads with away wins this
weekend in 2020 African Nations
Championship qualifying. While Mali,
Namibia, Uganda and Ethiopia returned
home with aggregate advantages and

Mauritania and Zambia forced away draws,
Burundi were the only home side to succeed.  

Kone put 2016 runners-up Mali ahead with-
in two minutes in Guinea-Bissau and added a
second before half-time. Issiaka Samake and
Dusse Kodjo netted inside six minutes midway
through the second half to complete a 4-0 vic-
tory that virtually assures Mali of a place in the
final qualifying round. Mauritania are the likely
opponents of Mali during September and
October after forcing a 0-0 draw away to
debutants Cape Verde in Praia.

Kambindu netted twice during the second
half as Namibia avenged an away defeat by
the Comoros in 2018 qualifying with a 2-0
victory in Moroni. It was an impressive show-
ing by the visitors, who went ahead on the
hour and sealed success with a second goal
10 minutes from time. Assuming Namibia do

not slip up at home next weekend, they will
face Madagascar or Mozambique for a place
at the 2020 tournament in Cameroon. Goals
from Patrick Kaddu, Mustafa Kizza and
Taddeo Lwanga earned Uganda a 3-1 win
over Somalia, who staged their home match in
neighboring Djibouti for security reasons.

Kaddu and Lwanga were part of the
Uganda squad that reached the last 16 at the
Africa Cup of Nations in Egypt this month
before losing narrowly to eventual runners-
up Senegal. While there are no Cup of
Nations selection restrictions, the Nations
Championship is confined to footballers play-
ing in their country of birth. Ethiopia, the
original 2020 hosts who were replaced by
Cameroon after falling behind with prepara-
tions for the biennial 16-team tournament,
edged Djibouti 1-0 in Djibouti City. — AFP 
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Dressel ‘hair loss’ after Brits foil 
his bid for a magnificent seven

‘I’ve got pimples on my face from the stress of the meet’

GWANGJU: USA’s Caeleb Dressel competes in the final of the men’s 4x100m medley relay event during the swimming
competition at the 2019 World Championships at Nambu University Municipal Aquatics Center. — AFP 

LONDON: Arsenal’s Spanish defender Nacho Monreal (R) crosses the ball in front of Lyon’s
French defender Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa (L) during the pre-season friendly football match for
the Emirates Cup between Arsenal and Lyon at The Emirates Stadium. — AFP 

Japan launch
World Cup 
warm-ups 
with Fiji win
TOKYO: Kotaro Matsushima scored
two tries as Japan beat Fiji 34-21 in a
confidence-boosting win ahead of their
home World Cup. The Brave Blossoms
bagged five tries to Fiji’s three in their
opening match of the Pacific Nations Cup
Saturday, two months before Japan hosts
the first World Cup to be held in Asia.

Earlier, Samoa opened the tourna-
ment with a 25-17, come-from-behind
win against Tonga in a match played in a
greasy mudbath in Apia. Japan, hosting
their first Test match at World Cup venue
Kamaishi, which was ravaged by the
2011 tsunami disaster, took an early lead.
After a Yu Tamura penalty, Kenki
Fukuoka dived over for their first try
before Levani Botia crossed at the other
end for Fiji.

However, Matsushima scored his first
try shortly afterwards before Timothy
Lafaele and Kazuki Himeno made it four
tries to Japan in the opening half-hour.
Matsushima’s second effort, in the sec-
ond half, rounded off the scoring for the
hosts in front of 13,000 fans. “I’m so glad
to win against the wonderful team,” fly-
half Tamura said. “We outperformed
them in contact,” he added. Captain
Michael Leitch said: “We really felt
progress in our team. Fiji were really
tough. People’s strife was our motiva-
tion,” added Leitch, referring to
Kamaishi’s efforts to recover from the
2011 disaster. Kamaishi’s World Cup sta-
dium is on the site of two schools devas-
tated by the tsunami, where 400 pupils
managed a miraculous escape.

Quagmire 
Earlier Tonga, hampered by the late

withdrawal of the inspirational Nasi
Manu, had two players in the sin-bin
when Afasetiti Amosa and then Belgium
Tuatagaloa swung the game Samoa’s
way with tries in the closing minutes.

Manu, who was cleared of testicular
cancer only last month, was set to cap
his remarkable recovery by captaining
Tonga, but a few hours before kick-off
the Tonga Rugby Union tweeted that the
affable 30-year-old was injured and out
of the tournament. 

Torrential rain before kick-off
reduced Apia Park to a quagmire which
affected the game as a spectacle despite
a willingness by both sides to throw the
ball around. Samoa dominated posses-
sion and territory but were kept out in
the first half by the staunch defence of
Tonga who led 10-3 at the turn with two
tries coming when they reverted to wet-
weather rugby. 

The first was initiated by a raking kick
downfield by Samisoni Fisilau with
Cooper Vuna winning the race for the
ball to toe it over the line to score.
Human battering-ram Ben Tamiefuna
scored the second from a close-range
charge through the Samoan pack. A
short lineout early in the second half
finally exposed a hole in the Tongan
defence with the debutant Amosa
strolling through a gap to put Alapati
Leiua away for the try. 

Fly-half Ulapano Seuteni, another of
the four Samoans playing their first Test,
landed the conversion to level the scores
and then kicked a close-range penalty to
put the hosts ahead for the first time.
Replacement hooker Sefo Sakalia scored
under the posts to regain the lead for
Tonga but then undid the good work by
being yellow-carded for pulling down a
maul, when his side was already a man
down following a Onehunga Havili no-
arms tackle.  

Elsewhere, the USA kicked off their
Pacific Nations Cup account with a 47-19
rout of Canada in front of a standing room
only crowd at Infinity Park in Glendale,
Colorado. AJ MacGinty was good on the
touchline conversion in the first half and
the Eagles led 14-0. Moments later, Phil
Mack was dinged for offside and
MacGinty launched another kick from 45
meters to make it 17-0 and the beating
was on. The US then led 20-0 at the half.
The Americans didn’t let up in the second
half with the subs on. Hooker Kapeli
Pifeleti got over the line and touched down
in the right place to make it 40-7. — AFP 

Aussie swimmer Jack vows
to clear her name 
after positive drug test
MELBOURNE: Australian relay world-record holder Shayna Jack
yesterday revealed the drug she tested positive for was a banned sub-
stance that aids muscle mass, while maintaining her innocence and
vowing to clear her name. The 20-year-old, part of Australia’s 4x100m
freestyle team that set a world record at last year’s Commonwealth
Games, failed an out-of-competition test late last month.

But it only came to light on Saturday, initially in a media report,
before Jack confirmed it. She had returned home days before the start
of the world championships in South Korea citing “personal reasons”.
The revelation was hugely embarrassing for Australian swimming,
coming just days after Olympic champion Mack Horton’s high-profile
protest against Chinese rival Sun Yang in Gwangju over salacious
claims he smashed vials of blood following a test last year.

In an emotional Instagram post yesterday evening, Jack said she
tested positive to Ligandrol, also known as selective androgen recep-
tor modulator, intimating that it can be found in contaminated supple-
ments. “I was in complete shock, asking myself how and why is this
happening to me. My brain repeated over and over: ‘I have always
checked my substances’, ‘I didn’t do this’, ‘why is this happening to
me?’, ‘I’ve done nothing wrong’,” she said.

“I didn’t intentionally take this substance; I didn’t even know it was
in my system. It just didn’t make any sense, and still doesn’t to this
day.” She added that “the day I found out was the day I began my
fight to prove my innocence”.  Swimming Australia chief executive
Leigh Russell yesterday called the test result “bitterly disappointing
and embarrassing”. She said she knew of the failed test on June 26,
but maintained the governing body was required to keep the details

confidential “until such time as either ASADA or the individual athlete
release details of an adverse test result”

Richard Ings, the former head of the Australian Sports Anti-doping
Authority (ASADA), questioned this in a tweet late Saturday and
called Jack’s explanation for missing the world championships “an
untruth”. In a follow-up tweet yesterday, he added: “If Swimming
Australia and ASADA have a policy of not announcing provisional
suspensions then they should quickly change it.”Major global sports
all announce provisional suspensions. You can’t hide suspended ath-
letes. It always gets out. Transparency is permitted by WADA (World
Anti-Doping Authority).” — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Swimming Australia chief executive Leigh Russell speaks to
the media in Melbourne on July 28, 2019, after a member of the country’s
4x100m freestyle team that set a world record at last year’s Commonwealth
Games failed an out-of-competition test late last month. — AFP 

Napoli could
hijack Arsenal’s 
Pepe deal
LILLE: Arsenal target Nicolas Pepe is
also weighing an offer from Napoli and
will decide his future at the start of the
coming week, a source close to the deal
said yesterday. A second source said
French champions Paris-Saint Germain
had also entered the race to sign the 24-
year-old. The Ivory Coast striker, who
featured on five occasions for his coun-
try at the African Cup of Nations, scored
22 goals last season as Lille finished in a
surprising second place in Ligue 1.

British media reported on Sunday the
Gunners had scheduled a medical for
Pepe. The first source told AFP it was

not certain the 13-time international
would end up in North London. “The
club have received three written offers
for 80 million euros ($100 million) and
the player will probably choose either
Arsenal or Napoli,” the source said.
“This should be settled by Tuesday,” the
source added. “Both clubs are offering
him a net salary of 8 million euros a year.
“Pepe’s preference would be for Arsenal,
who will be competing in the Europa
League this season. But the prospect of
playing in the Champions League with
Napoli and coach Carlo Ancelotti could
still turn the balance to Italy.” 

The second source said PSG were
also interested in the Paris-born forward
but their approach may have come too
late and could also be hampered by their
need to trim costs to satisfy UEFA’s
financial fair play rules. Contacted by
AFP, Lille president Gerard Lopez
refused to comment. —AFP 


