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HOCKENHEIM: Max Verstappen took full advantage of
his rivals’ calamities yesterday to win an epic, rain-lashed
and wildly-spectacular German Grand Prix for Red Bull
ahead of Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari. The 21-year-old
Dutchman secured his second win of the season and sev-
enth of his career, finishing ahead of four-time world
champion Vettel, who had started 20th and last on the grid.
New dad Daniil Kvyat of Toro Rosso was third as he
secured only his third Formula One podium.

The race was a disaster for champions Mercedes who
were celebrating their 200th Formula One start of the mod-
ern era and 125 years of motorsport, both defending five-
time champion Lewis Hamilton and his team-mate Valtteri
Bottas crashed and failed to score any points. Hamilton
eventually finished 11th after making six pit-stops as he
missed out on a points finish for the first time in 23 races
while Verstappen continued his rich streak of consistency.

Lance Stroll of Racing Point came home fourth to deliv-
er his team’s best finish ahead of Carlos Sainz of McLaren,
Alex Albon of Toro Rosso and Kimi Raikkonen of Alfa
Romeo. Romain Grosjean was eighth for Haas ahead of
Antionio Giovinazzi of Alfa Romeo and Kevin Magnussen
who was 10th for Haas. “It was amazing, but really tricky
out there,” said Verstappen, who made four pit-stops and
survived a complete 360-degrees spin. “To make the right
calls, you had to be focussed. We put on the slick tyres and
we had a 360! But it was alright.”

Vettel, for whom the result brought redemption after he
had crashed out while leading in heavy rain last year, said:
“It was a long race and at some stages if felt like it was
never-ending. I am just very happy.” Kvyat confirmed that
he became a father on Saturday night when his partner
Kelly gave birth to a daughter. He said: “It is amazing to be
back on the podium and incredible for Toro Rosso, after so
many years.” After the record-breaking heat, the race
began in steady rain with the field on full wet tyres behind

a Safety Car through four formation laps before a standing
start. The conditions did nothing to deter Hamilton who
made a near-perfect start from his 87th pole position.

Safety car interventions 
The race distance was reduced to 64 laps as the spray

rose high in plumes throughout the pack, Vettel romping
forward from 20th to pass six cars in the first five corners.
Leclerc, in the other Ferrari, rose to sixth from 10th on the
opening lap. Hamilton led by two seconds from Bottas
after lap one, Verstappen having made a poor start, as the
field jostled for space and grip, Sergio Perez spinning
backwards into the stadium entry wall and damaging his
Racing Force.

That required a Safety Car intervention for three laps,
during which the leaders pitted for intermediates, before
racing resumed. After 25, Verstappen pitted for medium
compound slicks, a gamble by Red Bull. The Dutchman
complained vigorously about his tyres before spinning at
the final corner and recovering. Another Virtual Safety Car
was then deployed briefly, as Hamilton pitted for softs from
the lead, before Leclerc went off at Sachs Curve. 

The Monegasque screamed aloud as Vettel pitted,
returning to ‘inters’, before Hamilton went off, snapping
his front wing. The Englishman recovered, cutting across
the circuit into the pit lane. He was repaired and fitted
with ‘inters’ before re-joining fifth behind Verstappen,
Hulkenberg, Bottas and Albon. Hamilton was given a
five-second penalty for missing a bollard at the pits
entry, but he was soon back to third behind the
Dutchman and Bottas.

Hulkenberg slid off at the final corner to instigate
another Safety Car outing that heralded Verstappen, and
Vettel, in 10th, pitting for fresh inters. Racing resumed on
lap 46, Verstappen pulling clear before pitting for slicks,
followed by Bottas, Sainz, Gasly and Albon. Hamilton led

before he pitted on lap 47, leaving Stroll, who pitted for
slicks under the Safety Car, to lead before Verstappen
passed him. Hamilton fell to 12th, having taken his penalty.
“How’s this gone so bad?” asked Hamilton. Mercedes’

nightmare was not over and their anniversary weekend end-
ed with Bottas spinning at Turn One. Out came the Safety
Car for a fourth time as Hamilton pitted again — leaving him
to make a failed bid for a top ten finish. — AFP 

Verstappen wins, Hamilton crashes 
in a spectacular German Grand Prix

The race was a disaster for champions Mercedes

McIlroy in front at 
WGC St Jude event
LOS ANGELES: Rory McIlroy birdied the last
three holes, closing with a dramatic 27-foot putt,
to seize a one-stroke lead over top-ranked Brooks
Koepka after Saturday’s third round of the WGC
St. Jude Invitational. The four-time major winner
from Northern Ireland fired an eight-under par 62
to stand on 12-under 198 after 54 holes at par-70
TPC Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee.

“To birdie the last three holes and take the lead
puts me in a really great position going into
tomorrow,” McIlroy said. “I’ve holed a lot of putts
this week, which is nice.” Third-ranked McIlroy’s
second-lowest round of the season, eclipsed only
by a 61 in the final round of his Canadian Open tri-
umph last month, comes a week after a disap-
pointing missed cut at the British Open at Royal
Portrush in Northern Ireland.

It also booked the 30-year-old a first-ever
Sunday pairing with four-time major winner
Koepka in the last group for the final round of the
elite World Golf Championship event. “Rory is
playing with some heat,” Koepka said. “I’m just
going to have to take it deep.” England’s Matthew
Fitzgerald fired a 69 to stand third on 200, one
stroke ahead of Spain’s Jon Rahm, Sweden’s Alex
Noren and Australian Marc Leishman. McIlroy
birdied the last three holes on both the front and
back nine.

“I had a lot of good numbers where I could
make a full committed swing,” McIlroy said. “One
of my goals was to hit it pin high and I did that for
most of the day.” McIlroy sank a six-foot birdie
putt on the opening hole and dropped one that
was half as long at the third, then reeled off a 23-
foot birdie putt at seven and back-to-back seven-
footers for birdies at the par-3 eighth and par-4
ninth. After finding water off the 12th tee and tak-
ing his lone bogey of the day, McIlroy answered
by dropping his tee shot to five feet at the par-3
14th and sinking the birdie putt. McIlroy then
closed with a six-foot birdie at the par-5 16th, a
16-footer at 17 and his dramatic long birdie effort
at 18. “I just put it a little outside right and it went
in, which is nice,” McIlroy said of his final putt.

Koepka clings to second 
Koepka, who defended a major title at this

year’s PGA Championship, saw his ball cling to a
slope on the rough over greenside water at 18 but
got up and down for par to close on 64. “I saw
some putts go in and that’s always nice,” Koepka
said. “The holes seemed to open up for me today.”
Koepka, who has never won a WGC title, could
become only the fourth player to win WGC and
major events in the same year.

“Every time I tee it up I feel like I have a chance
to make some history,” he said. “I’m enjoying it while
it lasts.” Overnight leader Fitzpatrick had six birdies,
three bogeys and a double bogey in a roller-coaster
round as the five-time European Tour winner chases
his first US PGA triumph. A victory would see the
24-year-old Englishman book a place in the US
PGA Tour’s season-ending playoffs.

Fitzpatrick sank an 18-foot birdie putt at the
par-3 11th to seize a one-stroke lead, but sent his
next shot off the 12th tee into the water on the
way to a double bogey that dropped him behind
Koepka and McIlroy. He followed with bogeys at
13 and 15 but answered with birdies at 16 and 17
to stay on the leaders’ heels. Leishman fired a 63
with an eagle and three birdies over the last five
holes. The Aussie sank a 12-foot birdie putt at 14,
holed out from 43 feet from the rough at the par-5
16th and closed with back-to-back birdie putts
from just over three feet. — AFP 

HOCKENHEIM: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen wins the German Formula One Grand Prix at the
Hockenheim racing circuit. — AFP 

Bayliss hopes Roy 
can solve England’s 
top order problems
LONDON: England coach Trevor Bayliss accepts the Test
side’s top order has been their Achilles heel “for the last six
or seven years” as he looks to World Cup winner Jason
Roy to make a success of the position during the Ashes.
After Andrew Strauss retired in 2012, England great
Alastair Cook got through a dozen opening partners of his
own before calling time on his Test career last year.

Meanwhile the vexed question of who should bat at
number three has been another long-running issue during
Bayliss’s four-year reign, which will end after an Ashes
series that starts in Birmingham next week. Fears about
England’s fragility at the top of the order were reinforced
by their first-innings collapse to 85 all out in the first ses-
sion of their inaugural Test against Ireland at Lord’s this
week. That their bowlers bailed them out of trouble by dis-
missing Ireland for just 38 on Friday to seal a 143-run win
did little to allay the longstanding concerns over England’s
specialist batsmen.

Bayliss, asked if England’s top order presented the team’s
biggest problem, replied: “You don’t have to be Einstein to
work that out. “They have been for the last six or seven
years, but it didn’t stop us (winning the Ashes) four years
ago,” the Australian added. The top three who played against
Ireland — Test debutant Roy, Rory Burns and Joe Denly —
have all been retained in a 14-man squad for the first Test
against Australia that begins at Edgbaston on Thursday.
Burns averages just 22.28 in seven Tests and Denly 24.16 in
three. Now England are hoping Roy can follow the example
of Australia’s David Warner by taking his white-ball form into
the Test arena. Fresh from playing a key role at the top of the

order in England’s victorious World Cup campaign, Roy
made 72 in his second Test innings against Ireland. The 28-
year-old has played the bulk of his first-class career with
Surrey as a middle-order batsman and doubts remain about
his ability to cope with new-ball seam movement. “Like any
debutant, he looked nervous but to score 70-odd in your
first Test was a good effort,” said Bayliss.

‘Selective’ 
“There was a bit more in those wickets than I’m sure

he’s been used to in white-ball cricket over the last few
years but runs are runs. He wouldn’t be the first player to
look scratchy and eke out runs. In fact, that’s a good sign, I
think. “We want him to go out and play his natural game
but in red-ball cricket you have to be a little more selec-

tive. You’ve got to make a conscious effort to say to your-
self, ‘I’m not going to go for the big cover drive on the up
until I’m really settled, the wicket is flat or the ball’s not
doing as much’.

“Jason probably looked a little scratchy but he got 72
and helped us win the game.” Traditionally, the best bats-
man in a Test side has come in at number three but
England captain Joe Root, the most talented member of
his side’s top order, prefers to bat at number four. But
this means the Yorkshireman has started many of his
recent Test innings with England in trouble having lost
two cheap wickets. “Joe knows how I feel,” Bayliss said.
“It’s been my thought for a few years (that Root should
bat at number three). “But he’s the captain and he’ll make
the final decision.” — AFP 

Ashes contest too
close to call, says
Steve Waugh
LONDON: Steve Waugh says the Ashes are too close to
call as England and Australia prepare to resume battle,
with the visitors seeking their first away win in the series
for 18 years. With the exception of the 2010/11 series in
Australia, which England won 3-1, home advantage has
been decisive since Waugh’s side triumphed 4-1 away in
2001. But the former Australia captain, 54, said it was “50-
50” as to who would emerge triumphant over the course
of the five Tests starting at Edgbaston on Thursday.

“I really believe it’s a big ask for the fast bowlers on
both sides to play five Tests in six weeks and that could
have a big impact on the whole series, so for instance
Jimmy Anderson gets injured, or Mitchell Starc gets
injured for us, it could really affect the line-up. “Depth in
the squad will be important but I honestly think if I was a
betting man I wouldn’t back either side because I don’t
know who’s going to win. It’s going to be that even. I think
it’s going to be a fantastic series.”

Waugh, who is mentoring the Australians, said it was a
mystery why Australia had not won in England for so long
but his advice to the players would be to “make your own
history”. “We’ve come up against some really good
England sides in those last 18 years. We’ve had some tight
series and moments when we could have won the series,
probably a bit like the other way round for England in that
period where they lost a lot.” 

World Cup boost? 
England go into the series buoyed by winning the

World Cup for the first time — they beat 2015 champions
Australia in the semi-final — but Waugh said that triumph
would have no impact on the Ashes. “One-day cricket is
irrelevant to Test cricket,” he said. “They’re different
teams, different captains. It’s a different sport really. If you
compare Test cricket and one-day cricket you’re almost
not playing the same sport. It’s played in a totally different
way. “England will say it’s important for everyone and sure,
if you win that’s great but when it comes to the first Test at
Edgbaston it’s not going to matter what happened in the
one-day World Cup.” The first Test is taking place in

Birmingham, where England have not lost since 2008, but
Waugh said he would be telling his players to put that out
of their minds. “I’ve won there in Ashes contests,” he said.
“I think if you start believing something and building it up
it becomes true but in my mind it shouldn’t be an issue.”

The former skipper, known for his uncompromising
approach on the field, said he expected some rough treat-
ment from English crowds for Steve Smith and Dave
Warner. The two batsman were each banned for 12 months
over their involvement in a ball-tampering scandal in South
Africa last year. Cameron Bancroft, also named in the Test
squad, was banned for nine months. But Waugh said
Australia had turned a corner.

“Australia had to reset and revisit a few things, which is
unfortunate because of what happened. I think they’re in
good shape. (Test captain) Tim Paine’s done a really good
job and he’s a good leader. Hopefully you’ll still see the
Australian team play the Aussie way on the field. “We’ve
got to be combative and play in a positive frame of mind
because that’s the way we play our cricket.”

He added: “Things culminated in Cape Town and were
out of control there and there were a couple of ordinary
series between different sides.... It did get to the point
when it was over the top and something needed to be
done so unfortunately for the guys involved they were
the ones that paid the price. “The good thing is now that
everyone knows where the line is and you can’t cross
that line. — AFP

Beating Pumas give 
Wallabies belief 
against All Blacks 
BRISBANE: The Wallabies’ battling win over Argentina
has given them belief they can threaten reigning world
champions New Zealand in upcoming back-to-back Tests,
coach Michael Cheika says. A week after a disappointing
35-17 Rugby Championship loss to South Africa, Australia
dominated the Pumas at the scrum to hold on for a confi-
dence-boosting 16-10 win in Brisbane on Saturday.

With the World Cup in Japan fast approaching, it was a
desperately-needed result after just four victories in their
previous 14 matches. Cheika said he was seeing progress
and the team was ready to take the next step up against
the All Blacks at Perth in a fortnight, before a return clash a
week later with the world title-holders in Auckland. “It’s
(going to be) the step that we’re prepared to take,” he said
of facing the All Blacks, who were held to a thrilling 16-16
draw by the Springboks in Wellington on Saturday.

“We’re prepared to go up another, I don’t know how
many levels it might take, but whatever it is, it’s about whether
we want to take a step up and whether we will take a step up
to go and compete there.” The Wallaby defense, which leaked
five tries against South Africa, was vastly improved this week
as they easily handled the threat from the dangerous
Argentine outside backs. Australia also benefitted from a slick
backline with Will Genia, Christian Lealiifano and Kurtley
Beale impressive. The only cracks appeared in the final 20
minutes when wholesale changes were made.

Cheika has been keen to use the opening two Rugby
Championship games to experiment with combinations
and the selection panel’s picks for Perth could signal how
he sees his World Cup starting fifteen shaping up. “I think
anyone that comes in, whether they’ve played games or
they haven’t, they’ll be ready to go and try to build on that
momentum. We know how difficult that task will be but I
really believe in these players,” he said. “Just the environ-
ment they’re creating at the moment amongst themselves...
will help them down the line to achieve bigger things than
they thought they could earlier on in the year.” Both sides
scored one try each in Brisbane, but three penalties from
Lealiifano — back with the Wallabies after fighting off
leukaemia — saw them home. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Jason Roy plays at the ball on the first day of the first cricket test match between
England and Ireland at Lord’s cricket ground. — AFP 

LONDON: In this file photo taken on July 14, 2019, former
Australian cricketer Steve Waugh (L) poses with former
West Indies cricketer Brian Lara ahead of the start of the
2019 Cricket World Cup final between England and New
Zealand at Lord’s Cricket Ground. — AFP 


