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MILWAUKEE: Keston Hiura hit a two-run walkoff homer to
cap a three-run 10th inning, and the Milwaukee Brewers beat
the Chicago Cubs 5-3 on Saturday night. Albert Almora, Jr
homered leading off the 10th to give the Cubs a 3-2 lead, but
Milwaukee’s Christian Yelich answered with a homer off
Cubs closer Craig Kimbrel (0-2) leading off the bottom of
the inning. Tyler Saladino followed with a walk, and Huira
lined a 1-2 pitch to right for his 11th homer of the season. The
Cubs’ bullpen surrendered two late leads Saturday after also
giving up a late lead in Friday’s loss. Yelich had three hits, and
Ben Gamel hit a pinch-hit homer for Milwaukee.

Astros 8, Cardinals 2
Gerrit Cole completed his second consecutive unbeaten

month, and Carlos Correa hit his first career grand slam in
his second game back from a 50-game injury absence, as
visiting Houston beat St Louis. Cole (12-5) allowed one
run, four hits and three walks while recording seven strike-
outs over seven innings. After earning American League
Pitcher of the Month honors in June — when he finished
3-0 with a 1.89 ERA over six starts — Cole completed July
4-0 with a 1.85 ERA over five starts. Cole is 8-0 with a
1.96 ERA over his last 12 starts, with his last loss coming
on May 22 to the White Sox.

Dodgers 9, Nationals 3
Will Smith homered, doubled twice and drove in six

runs to help lift visiting Los Angeles to a win against
Washington in the second game of their three-game
series. Smith, a rookie catcher who was playing in his 10th
major league game after getting recalled from Triple-A
Oklahoma City on Friday, hit a solo homer in the third after
the Nationals had taken an early 2-0 lead. Dodgers left-
hander Clayton Kershaw (9-2) went six innings, allowing
two runs and three hits. The three-time NL Cy Young
Award winner struck out nine and walked three.

Red Sox 9, Yankees 5
JD Martinez hit a go-ahead two-run homer in the

fourth inning, and host Boston recorded a victory over
suddenly slumping New York. The Red Sox won their third
straight over the Yankees and for the 15th time in their last
22 games overall. The Yankees dropped their third straight
and lost for the fifth time in seven games as their lead in
the AL East fell to eight games over Boston. The Red Sox
rallied from a pair of early one-run deficits and went ahead
with a three-run fourth off CC Sabathia (5-6). They
padded their lead with a three-run sixth off Chad Green.

Mets 3, Pirates 0
Steven Matz threw the first complete game of his big-

league career, tossing a five-hit shutout as the Mets
topped visiting Pittsburgh. Michael Conforto and JD Davis
each homered for the Mets, who have won three straight
to improve to 9-4 since the All-Star break. The Pirates
have lost seven in a row and are 2-14 in the second half.
Matz (6-6), who hadn’t pitched into the eighth inning since
Aug. 14, 2016 and completed eight innings just once in his
first 89 big league starts (May 25, 2016), walked none and
struck out seven while throwing just 99 pitches, including
67 for strikes.

Blue Jays 10, Rays 9 (12 innings)
Teoscar Hernandez led off the bottom of the 12th with

his second homer of the game, and Toronto came back
from a seven-run deficit to defeat visiting Tampa Bay. The
first career walk-off homer by Hernandez — and his 14th
homer this season — came against Emilio Pagan (2-2).
Willy Adames and Travis d’Arnaud each hit a three-run
homer in the second inning to help the Rays build a 9-2
lead by the top of the sixth. The Blue Jays’ bullpen retired
21 straight batters to finish the game, with Daniel Hudson
(6-2) contributing a perfect 12th to earn the win.

Orioles 8, Angels 7
On a night when both teams set home-run marks, visit-

ing Baltimore moved one victory away from a four-game
sweep by defeating Los Angeles. The Orioles got home
runs from Pedro Severino and Jonathan Villar to give them
at least two home runs in 10 consecutive games to set a
major league record. But it was a two-run single in the
eighth inning from Hanser Alberto that proved to be the
difference. The Angels put on their own power display, get-
ting home runs from Mike Trout, Shohei Ohtani and Albert
Pujols, who became the sixth player to hit 100-plus homers
in two ballparks. The Angels put together one last rally in
the ninth inning, getting a run on a David Fletcher single,
but Mychal Givens struck out Trout and hen got Justin
Upton to pop out with the bases loaded for his ninth save.

Indians 9, Royals 1
Jason Kipnis’ grand slam with nobody out in the first

inning gave Cleveland a lead it would not relinquish in a
victory over host Kansas City. Mike Clevinger (5-2) gave
up just one run over seven innings. He allowed eight hits
and struck out seven. Clevinger improved to 8-0 in his
career against the Royals, the most victories for any pitch-
er without a loss against the Royals. With Minnesota’s loss
to the White Sox in Chicago, Cleveland has made up 10
games on the first-place Twins since June 15. They now
trail the Twins by just one game in the AL Central.

A’s 5, Rangers 4
Chad Pinder threw out Elvis Andrus at the plate while

he was trying to score on Nomar Mazara’s single to right
field in the seventh inning, short-circuiting a Texas rally
and allowing host Oakland to hold on for victory. The win
was the A’s first of the four-game series after 11-3 and 5-2
losses, and came after home runs by Mark Canha, Marcus
Semien, Matt Chapman and Ramon Laureano had pro-
duced a 5-0 lead. New A’s closer Liam Hendriks pitched
around a two-out single by Danny Santana in the ninth for
his ninth save.

Padres 5, Giants 1
Fernando Tatis Jr. hit a two-run homer a pitch after

being knocked down by right-hander Shaun Anderson,
and Greg Garcia hit a two-run, pinch-hit single as San
Diego defeated visiting San Francisco. Although he had his
streak of 18 straight scoreless innings snapped in the sixth,
Padres right-hander Cal Quantrill (4-2) held the Giants to
one run on three hits and four walks with four strikeouts
over 5 1/3 innings. The Padres won for only the seventh
time in their last 22 games and snapped an eight-game
home losing streak. Anderson (3-3) suffered the loss —
only the fifth for the Giants in their last 23 games — giving
up four runs on seven hits and two walks with seven
strikeouts in five-plus innings.

Reds 3, Rockies 1
Eugenio Suarez belted a two-run homer, and Josh

VanMeter went deep in his third straight start as host
Cincinnati defeated Colorado. Rookie Nick Senzel had a
pair of hits in his return from an illness for the Reds, who
avenged a 12-2 setback in the series opener on Friday to
improve to 2-3 against Colorado this season. Anthony
DeSclafani (6-5) picked up the win after allowing one
run on four hits in five-plus innings. He struck out five
after fanning a career-high 11 batters in Sunday’s 3-1
setback to St. Louis.

Braves 15, Phillies 7
Left fielder Adam Duvall celebrated his return to the

big leagues with a home run, one of four struck by visit-
ing Atlanta in a win over Philadelphia. Duvall was
recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett on Saturday to replace
veteran Nick Markakis, who was placed on the injured
list with a fractured wrist. Duvall, who was leading the
International League with 29 homers, went 3-for-5 with
two runs scored, two RBIs and the home run. The
Braves have won the first two games of the three-game
series to expand their National League East lead to six
games over the Washington Nationals and 6 1/2 over
the Phillies.

White Sox 5, Twins 1
Yoan Moncada homered and doubled twice, and Ivan

Nova allowed just two hits over six innings as Chicago
snapped a four-game losing streak with a victory over

visiting Minnesota. Moncada also scored two runs to go
with two RBIs, Adam Engel drove in two runs, and Leury
Garcia and Yolmer Sanchez each had two hits for the
White Sox. Nova (6-9), coming in off a four-hit com-
plete-game 9-1 victory over Miami on Tuesday, allowed
just an unearned run, walking one while striking out four.
Byron Buxton doubled and had two hits for Minnesota,
which saw its American League Central lead shrink to
one game over the Cleveland Indians.

Diamondbacks 9, Marlins 2
Nick Ahmed slugged his second career grand slam

and added an RBI double, leading Arizona to a win over
host Miami. Arizona improved to 30-26 on the road this
season, which is better than its 23-26 home record.
Miami, which had its three-game win streak snapped, is
just 19-33 at home. Rookie left-hander Alex Young (4-0)
earned the win, allowing two runs on eight hits and a
walk in six innings. He struck out two.

Mariners 8, Tigers 1
Marco Gonzales pitched seven strong innings as

Seattle defeated visiting Detroit. Austin Nola had a dou-
ble, triple and three RBIs for the Mariners, who have
won four games in a row for the first time since April.
Rookie Ryan Court, making his first major league start,
also drove in three runs, Omar Narvaez went 4-for-5,
and Tim Beckham was 3-for-4 with two doubles. The
Tigers suffered their fifth consecutive defeat and
dropped to 2-13 since the All-Star break. — Reuters 

Hiura blasts walk-off HR 
in the 10th for Brewers

Asian Boxing
Championship
preparations
are complete
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Boxing
Federation has completed its prepara-
tions for the Asian Boxing Championship
which is scheduled from August 3rd to
9th, under the patronage of Kuwait
Olympic Committee President Sheikh
Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. The tournament will see 215 box-
ers competing, with delegations to start
arriving tomorrow. All the matches will
be held at Kuwait Sports Club hall.

Kuwait Boxing Federation Chairman
of the Board Mohammad Mansi Al-
Enezi said all preparations are ready to
hold the Asian Boxing Championship to
the best of their ability including logis-
tics, media, hotels and all other prepara-
tions and delegations will stay in four
hotels. He said the boxing ring has been
constructed for the tournament accord-
ing to the International Boxing
Federation with direct supervision from
the ABF and IBF officials.

Mansi was lauded by the major sup-

port of the Public Authority for Sports
(PAS) to ensure the tournament success.
He also thanked Chairman of Kuwait
Sport Club Khalid Al-Ghanem who
offered all the facilities in the club, being
an example for the cooperation between
clubs and sports associations in favor of
public interests and Kuwait sports.
Mansi said the opening ceremony will
include an operetta about lifting of the
suspension besides other shows, while
all activities will be broadcast live on TV.
He said Kuwait National Boxing team is
still in the midst of their training regi-
ment in Kuwait following its training
camp in Azerbaijan.

MILWAUKEE: Ryan Braun #8 of the Milwaukee Brewers falls to the ground after swinging at a pitch in the third
inning against the Chicago Cubs at Miller Park. — AFP 

Felix falls just
short as Kerley,
Kendricks shine
DES MOINES: Allyson Felix’s bid to qualify for
the World Championships fell just short while
400m runner Fred Kerley and pole vaulter Sam
Kendricks lit up the US Athletics Championships
on Saturday. Felix, 33, racing in her first meeting
for more than a year after taking time off to give
birth to her daughter, finished sixth in the 400m
final at Drake Stadium.

Although Felix could still travel to Doha as
part of the USA’s 4x400m relay squad, it will be
the first time she has not entered an individual
event at a major championships, ending a
sequence of appearances that stretches all the
way back to 2003. “I just didn’t feel great,” Felix
said afterwards. “I knew that it was a less than
ideal situation for me.” Felix, however, said she
was encouraged by her performances in Iowa as
she looks towards the 2020 Olympics.

“I am grateful more than anything,” she said.
“It would be crazy for me to say that I was dis-
appointed. I have my health, I have my family
and I couldn’t ask for anymore than that.” Asked
if she would take a place on the US relay squad
for Doha if it was available, Felix said form and
fitness would influence her decision. “If I feel
like I’m in good form to be able to help the team,
then yes,” she said. “If not I’ll be a cheerleader.”

Norman upset 
The upset of the day came in the 400m,

where rising star Michael Norman was beaten
for gold by the powerful Kerley. Norman has lit
up athletics in his first professional season this
year with a world leading 43.45sec. But he was
unable to overhaul Kerley down the stretch as
the 24-year-old Texan muscled his way to the
line in a personal best of 43.64sec, making him

the seventh fastest 400m runner of all time.
In the women’s 100m hurdles, world record

holder Keni Harrison produced a flawless dis-
play to take gold in 12.44 sec, with Nia Ali sec-
ond in 12.55sec and Olympic champion Brianna
McNeal third in 12.61 sec. There was another
dominant victory in the men’s 400m hurdles
where the 22-year-old Rai Benjamin registered
an emphatic win, surging clear of the field to win
by around 10 meters. Benjamin’s time of
47.21sec was the third fastest time of 2019. He
already owned the second-quickest of the year
of 47.16 and only Norway’s Karsten Warholm
has run quicker, with a 47.12.

Kendricks soars 
The outstanding field event performance of

the day came in the men’s pole vault, where world

champion Sam Kendricks soared to a world lead-
ing jump of 6.06m, a new American record. Only
two men, Ukrainian legend Sergey Bubka and
France’s Renaud Lavillenie, have ever jumped
higher. The popular Kendricks was buried under
a pile of his fellow competitors after clearing the
height, which was also a new personal best. “As I
was falling I was thinking ‘They are going to
come tackle me’,” Kendricks said of his fellow
competitors. “We’re a pretty tight-knit group all
around the world in the pole vault.” 

Elsewhere Saturday, Christian Coleman and
Noah Lyles remained on course for a 200m
showdown after sailing through their heats.
Coleman, who romped to an emphatic victory in
the 100m final on Friday, was always in control
of his heat, easing up well before the finish to
qualify with a time of 20.70sec. — AFP

Mohammad Mansi Al-Enezi

Davis dismantles 
Nunez with a 
round two TKO
WASHINGTON: Gervonta Davis remained
unbeaten with a second round technical knock-
out on Saturday over Ricardo Nunez in a super
featherweight homecoming bout on Saturday.
The 24-year-old from Baltimore surprised
Nunez with a devastating left hook midway
through the second round before finishing him
off with a series of left and rights on the ropes.

“I am ready all the time and he wasn’t alert,”
said Davis of the left hook that proved to be the

beginning of the end for his Panamanian oppo-
nent. “I took advantage and got a clear shot. “As
a fighter the first thing you learn is to protect
yourself at all times.” Referee Harvey Dock
stepped in to stop the fight with just over a
minute to go in the round and he did so at the
first sign Nunez was unable to defend himself.

Dock’s quick halt to the slaughter was a sign
that boxing is still reeling from two very recent
deaths involving fighters in the ring. Argentinean
junior welterweight Hugo Alfredo Santillan died
on Thursday from injuries suffered last Saturday
in Buenos Aires, and Russia’s Maxim Dadashev
succumbed to injuries four days earlier in a fight
in Maryland.

“I saw him defenseless and so it was time to
stop the fight. He got hit by some serious shots,”
said Dock. Davis, who improved to 22-0 with 21
knockouts said, “I want to send my condolences

to the two fighters we lost last week.”
Hometown hero Davis bided his time in the first
round feeling out Nunez before unleashing the
first power shots of the fight in the second in
front of a sold out crowd of 14,600.

He seemed focused on the task at hand and
didn’t get caught up in the hoopla of a boxing
star fighting at home. All it took was one open-
ing —  where Nunez seemed to look away in
the direction of the crowd — and Davis was
ready to pounce. “This is not only a win for me
but for all of Baltimore,” said Davis. This is the
second time Davis defended the crown he won
by stopping Argentina’s Jesus Cuellar in the
third round in April 2018. 

Davis also knocked out Mexico’s Hugo Ruiz
in the first round last February. The only bump in
the road was a six-round decision over German
Meraz on October 8, 2014. — AFP

DES MOINES: Allyson Felix competes in the Women’s 400 Meter semifinal during the 2019 USATF
Outdoor Championships at Drake Stadium. — AFP 


