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amie Bell found it difficult to shake off the
“hostile energy” of his character in ‘Skin’.  The
33-year-old actor stars in the biographical
drama as former skinhead group member

Bryon Widner, the co-founder of a violent white power
group in Indiana called Vinlanders Social Club, who mar-
ries a woman called Julie Larsen who - with the help of a
black rights activist - helps him turn his back on hate and
leave his own organization. Jamie confessed that although
he can usually disassociate himself from his roles, he

found it tough to separate himself from the “angry, stand-
offish, hostile tight energy” of his alter ego.  In an inter-
view with The Beat, he said: “I always like to think that
being an actor, you always can check the role at the door.
You take the costume off and you walk off the set and
then it’s easy to kind of drop it.  “I did think that I was
doing a good job of that. It wasn’t until about a week lat-
er once production was done, I was back home and my
wife one day was like, ‘Can you just go take a walk or go
run it off?’ “I think I was just carrying around this hostile

energy. This angry, standoffish, hostile tight energy that I
think when you’re in the mix of a small movie like this
especially, there’s no real-time to turn off doing many
scenes a day.  “There’s no luxury of time. You’re just in
the thick of it. I thought I was actually doing okay, but
she disagreed. Just walking around with that attitude just
can’t be good for you.”
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emma Chan has “worked hard” to mask her
nervousness. The 36-year-old actress - who
starred in 2018’s ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ - has
claimed that in spite of working in the movie

business, she is naturally “shy”. She shared: “People don’t
believe it, but I’m naturally quite shy. I’ve had to work
really hard to mask that, not appear anxious or nervous.”
Despite her rise to fame, Gemma remains anxious when
she takes to the red carpet. Speaking to the Observer
newspaper, she explained: “I’ve nearly fainted before,
because you don’t realize you’re not breathing and all of
the flashes start going off in your face.” The actress
explained that she’s developed an alter ego, much like
Beyonce’s Sasha Fierce, in order to combat her own
nerves. She said: “In character I feel like I can do any-
thing, really. That’s part of what attracted me to acting.
“But if you ask me to make a speech as me, I find that so
difficult. I hate my own birthday, I hate being the center
of attention.” Meanwhile, Gemma previously slammed the
“unrealistic” pressure on women. The actress believes
society places “crazy” expectations on women and girls
across the world. She said: “I think it’s crazy how getting
pregnant is drilled into you as the worst thing that could
happen to you when you’re a teenager or in your early
20s. “Then suddenly when you got your mid-30s, the
message is that you’re running out of time. “You essen-
tially have a few years where you’re supposed to meet
the right person, settle down and start a family. “I think
that can be quite unrealistic.”

uillermo del Toro says he “isn’t inter-
ested” in scaring his audience.  The
53-year-old filmmaker confessed that
while working on the genre as a direc-

tor, he will use “horror images” but likes to treat
his films “more like a fairytale”.  In an interview
with SFX magazine, he said: “As a director, I’m
not that interested in scares. I use my horror
movies more like a fairytale. I do horror images,
but like a fairy tale.  Guillermo is currently pro-
ducing the big-screen adaptation of Alvin
Schwartz’s collection of short horror stories
‘Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark’ with Andre
Ovredal at the helm and confessed that as a pro-
ducer on a film, he is “very interested” in scares
as it’s something he “enjoys watching”.  He said:
“As a producer, I’m really interested in the scares
with Juan Antonio Bayona in The Orphanage, and
with Andy Muschietti on Mama, and Andre
Ovredal on [Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark]. I’m

very interested because it’s something that I
enjoy watching. “In this movie, you need to coax
the audience with very elegant camera work and
very good set-ups. There’s a high production val-
ue, too. Plus, I have lots of empathy with the char-
acters.” The ‘Hellboy’ helmer went on to explain
that although this film - which is rated PG-13 - is
made for families to watch together, he hopes
audiences who are children now will be able to
appreciate the film in the future.  When asked
whether the movie was made for children, he said:
“When I made the first ‘Hellboy’, I thought, ‘The
audience that I really want for this movie is going
to be able to tell me what they think 10 years
from now!’ “I was making that movie for kids and,
sure enough, the people who grew up with it are
the people who love it most.  “However, the beau-
ty of this project is the way that it’s a horror
movie that can be watched with the family.”
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lorence Pugh feels excited by the
boldness of the ‘Black Widow’ script.
The 23-year-old actress stars along-
side Scarlett Johansson in the much-

discussed Marvel movie, and she’s admitted to
being surprised by some aspects of the film’s
script. Asked about her initial reaction to the
script, Florence told Collider: “I was excited to
see how bold it was - and to see how raw it was
... and to see how sad it was. It was a script that I
didn’t expect to see associated with this. “That
was part of the reason I got so excited, and with
Cate Shortland attached [to direct] and telling
the next part of [the Black Widow’s] history], it
was only thrilling to be a part of.” Earlier this
month, Scarlett - who plays the titular character
in the movie - said she wants the ‘Black Widow’
movie to “elevate” the superhero genre.
Speaking about the eagerly-awaited film, she
explained: “I think even just looking at Cate
Shortland’s filmography and knowing she’s
directing this film... “Like, it all clicks together,
you understand, people say, ‘What’s the movie
like? What does it look like? What clues can you
give us?’  “The biggest clue I can give you is that
Cate Shortland is directing it.  “And her movies
are so brutal and breathtaking and raw and
truthful and like visually masterful ... that’s what I
envision for the Black Widow and that’s how we
can elevate the genre with ‘Black Widow’.”
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oaquin Phoenix thinks “people are gonna be
mad” that ‘Joker’ doesn’t “follow anything” from
the original comic books.  The 44-year-old
actor fears that the upcoming movie based on

the origin of the DC Comics villain may not live up to fans
expectations as he and director Todd Phillips chose to
stray from the original DC material and focus on the “story
of becoming Joker”.  Phoenix said: “We didn’t follow any-
thing from the comic books, which people are gonna be
mad about. We just wrote our own version of where a guy
like Joker might come from.  “That’s what was interesting
to me. We’re not even doing Joker, but the story of
becoming Joker. It’s about this man. “ The ‘Gladiator’ actor
added that he thought the project sounded “super ambi-
tious” when he first discussed it with Phillips.  He told
Empire magazine: “I thought it was crazy-ambitious. Todd
said to me ‘I have this idea, I wanna tell the origin story of
the Joker. I said ‘Wow okay’”. The ‘War Dogs’ filmmaker
went on to explain that he didn’t use “one green-screen”
in the film as he feels the “energy” from an actor is differ-
ent if they’re filming in real locations rather than a studio.
Philips said: “In the most reductive way it’s the New York
of 1981 that I remember. It’s a broken-down city, and the
people in it are broken down.  “The energy you get from
the actor is different on 179th street and Jermone Avenue
in the Bronx than if we did that green-screen, which, by
the way, I don’t even know how to do shit like that. There’s
not one green screen in this movie. 

ndy Serkis is reportedly among the candidates
to direct ‘Venom 2’. The 55-year-old actor -
who directed 2018’s ‘Mowgli: Legend of the
Jungle’ - is one of a number of people who’ve

met with Sony about helming the company’s ‘Venom’
sequel, according to The Hollywood Reporter. Ruben
Fleischer helmed the first ‘Venom’ movie, which starred
Tom Hardy as Eddie Brock, aka Venom, but he is not
returning to direct the sequel. The original movie made as
much as $856 million at the global box office and Sony is
determined to start shooting the follow-up before the
end of the year, with the company reportedly hoping to
begin production work in November. Meanwhile, Andy -
who is best-known for his motion-capture work - previ-
ously insisted he isn’t motivated by accolades.  The
acclaimed actor claimed he is simply determined to make
the best movies he can possibly make, rather than chas-
ing awards. Speaking after making ‘Mowgli: Legend of
the Jungle’, Andy shared: “We don’t make films to win
awards, it’s very lovely if it comes along. “But for me the
reward is fulfilling a vision and being in a privileged posi-
tion to make a film like this where you’re going to be
sharing it with an audience and hopefully in some small
way, changing the perception of humanity.”
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im Cattrall chooses her acting roles based on
how “fun” they are. The 62-year-old actress -
who recently played Agrippina in the chil-
dren’s comedy ‘Horrible Histories: The Movie’

- doesn’t take her long-running career as “seriously” as
she once did because she prefers to have a “great time”
on set whilst working on a project. Kim said: “One of the
reasons I said yes to Horrible Histories was also because
I’m not taking my career now, in my sixties, as seriously
as I did in my 30’s, my 40s and my 50s.  “I’m kind of
making choices on the level of ‘Is this something that I’m
really going to have fun for a week, or two, three weeks’.
“I’m just about to go back and do a series in the states
and one of the criteria was ‘Who are the people? Is it
going to be fun? Let’s do it!’  “Not ‘Is this going to get
me to this level.’ I used to think it’s a hit if people really
like it, I think it’s a hit if I had a great time.”  And the ‘Sex
and the City’ star thought being part of the star-studded
‘Horrible Histories: The Movie’ cast, which also includes
Nick Frost, Emilia Jones and Derek Jacobi to name a few,
was simply “fantastic”. She added to BBC Radio 2: “I’m
in a really lucky position, monetary issues obviously help

you be in the state of mind, but you could be in that state
of mind if you’re aware of what’s going on out there and
trying to connect yourself to those kind of productions.
A lot of people say ‘Why would you do a film like this?’ I
say ‘It was fantastic!’” The ‘Mannequin’ actress also
insisted she loves to “work hard” but keeps her priorities
“aligned” to make sure she has balance in her life. She
continued: “I think I’m doing something that I really
enjoy, I’m spending time with people that I love, I’m still
out there but I think I have my priorities more in align
and I think that’s changed throughout the decades. I see
that I want to have fun, I want to work hard but I also
want to have some time away, just me time.  “Just time to
be in nature, we have a place in Canada where I grew up
Vancouver Island, and it’s just lovely to get away, have no
part of show business, and watch movies I’ve never seen
or missed because I was working so hard. It’s not called
retirement, but I think that’s that thing that I’ve gotten
right, to pace myself and come from a place of real joy in
the decisions that I make.”— Bang Showbiz
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