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Synology urges 
action to protect 
data from 
ransomware attack
DUBAI: Synology recent-
ly found that several users
were under a ransomware
attack, where admins’
credentials were stolen by
brute-force login attacks,
and their data was
encrypted as a result.
Synology investigated
and found that the causes
of these attacks were due
to dictionary attacks
instead of specific system
vulnerabilities. This large-
scale attack was targeted
at various NAS models
from different vendors;
therefore, Synology strongly recommends users check
their network and account settings to protect data from
ransomware.

“We believe this is an organized attack. After an inten-
sive investigation into this matter, we found that the
attacker used botnet addresses to hide the real source IP,”
said Ken Lee, Manager of Security Incident Response
Team at Synology Inc. “After collecting admin account
passwords with brute-force attacks, the attack was
launched on July 19 and caught users off guard. We there-
fore informed TWCERT/CC and CERT/CC immediately
of this matter in hopes of accelerating the collaborative
efforts to resolve this incident.”

Since this attack is not related to system security vul-
nerabilities, it is recommended that Synology users utilize
built-in network and account management settings to
enhance system security level, preventing malicious
attacks from the Internet.

“We urge all Synology users to take immediate action
to protect their NAS from the ransomware attack,” said
Hewitt Lee, Director of Product Management at Synology
Inc. “Users’ data security is always our priority. For those
who are not using Synology NAS, we still recommend you
take corresponding actions to protect your precious data.”

Please make sure you go through the checklist below:
l Use a complex and strong password, and Apply

password strength rules to all users.
l Create a new account in administrator group and

disable the system default “admin” account.
l Enable Auto Block in Control Panel to block IP

addresses with too many failed login attempts.
l Run Security Advisor to make sure there is no weak

password in the system.
To ensure the security of your Synology NAS, we

strongly recommend you enable Firewall in Control Panel
and only allow public ports for services when necessary,
and enable 2-step verification to prevent unauthorized
login attempts. You may also want to enable Snapshot to
keep your NAS immune to encryption-based ransomware. 

KUWAIT: Autoindex is Scandinavia’s largest car sur-
vey among private car owners. It looks at the entire
customer experience that car buyers have with their
vehicle and its brand’ sales and after-sales support. This
year, more than 11,000 Norwegian car owners have
contributed to the survey.

“We want to give a unique experience to our cus-
tomers, from their first visit to a dealer until they drive
their new car and when they need service or follow-up.
We work hard during the whole year, even sending our
employees to elite courses in Europe and Japan to keep

improving our service. It is wonderful that customers
reward us year after year with this ‘best in the industry’
accolade” commented Knut-Erik Jahnsen, head of
Lexus in Norway.

Autoindex is conducted annually by Loyalty Group
International and looks at several factors: the car and
the driving experience (40 percent of the score), the
dealer and the purchase experience (20 percent), serv-
ice at the workshop (20 percent) and loyalty to the
brand (20 percent). This year again, Lexus won in all 4
categories.

Lexus is known for being a dedicated engineer com-
pany, delivering unique solutions and high-quality
products. But the secret ingredient behind the domi-
nance in Autoindex is, according to Jahnsen, to be sum-
marized in one word: Omotenashi, the Japanese sense
of hospitality.

“Omotenashi is a core value in Japanese culture. And
thus, also for Lexus. It’s with us all the time. It’s about
our dedication to the customer and the product, and
how, for example, thousands of hours are spent per-
fecting details such as color choices and the sound of

the car door when closing. Omotenashi is for us a con-
stant reminder to anticipate our customers’ needs and
always deliver something more than what is expected.
Simply showing an unconditional respect and care for
the customer.” 

Lexus is again the undisputed leader in the prestigious Autoindex survey in Norway

Lexus wins Autoindex Norway 
for the 8th consecutive year

OMEGA celebrates 
1-year countdown 
to the Olympic 
and Paralympic 
Games Tokyo 2020 
KUWAIT: As the Official Timekeeper of the Olympic Games
and Paralympic Games, OMEGA has celebrated the one-year
countdown to Tokyo 2020, together with the Tokyo
Organizing Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic
Games. To mark the special occasion, an official countdown
clock was proudly unveiled in Marunouchi Central Square in
downtown Tokyo. 

Measuring almost 4m high, the unique clock has been
inspired by the rising sun of Japan, as well as elements of the
Tokyo 2020 emblems. On one side, the clock counts down to
the beginning of the Olympic Games on the 24th of July,
while the opposite side counts down to the beginning of the
Paralympic Games, beginning on the 25th of August. 

To set the time in motion, Christophe Savioz, President
and Representative Director of Swatch Group Japan was
joined by Yoshiro Mori, President of the Tokyo 2020
Organizing Committee; Alain Zobrist, CEO of OMEGA
Timing; and John Coates, IOC member. 

The list of VIP speakers also included proud representa-
tive of the host city, Yuriko Koike, Governor of Tokyo; and
Yuji Fukasawa, President and CEO of East Japan Railway
Company.  Christophe Savioz said, “I’m particularly proud to
represent OMEGA and the Swatch Group in Japan at this
incredible time. There is a great feeling of anticipation and
excitement that is shared between everyone within the brand
as well as the host city.” 

John Coates also commented on the event, saying, “We
are privileged to share this moment together with OMEGA, a
long-standing partner of the IOC. They bring a level of time-
keeping precision and experience that is vital to the Olympic
Games and all the athletes who compete.” 

Alain Zobrist said, “Tokyo is a host city of incredible tradi-

tion and modern technology, which are the very same quali-
ties that OMEGA brings to its timekeeping duties. I am sure
this will be an Olympic Games to truly remember.” 

As a special tribute to tradition, Alain Zobrist also pre-
sented Yoshiro Mori with an OMEGA last lap bell. These his-
toric pieces of timekeeping equipment are still used today in
certain Olympic Games events and provide a close connec-
tion to sport and Swiss-made craftsmanship. 

OMEGA is also particularly thankful for the support of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government and for the special contri-
bution of East Japan Railway Company, which was a vital
partner in support of placing the Countdown Clock in such a
key city location. 

Tokyo 2020 will mark OMEGA’s 29th occasion as Official
Timekeeper of the Olympic Games since 1932. As well as
recording the dreams of history’s greatest athletes, the brand
has continually developed and evolved many of the most
sophisticated timekeeping technologies in the world of sport. 

In its preparations for next year, OMEGA has also
launched two Limited Edition watches in time for the 1-year
countdown. Both watches are limited to 2,020 pieces each: 

l The Seamaster Aqua Terra Tokyo 2020 Limited Edition
is a stainless steel timepiece that features a blue ceramic dial
with a laser-engraved pattern inspired by Tokyo 2020
Olympic Games emblem. The Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games
emblem has been beautifully transferred onto the sapphire
crystal caseback. 

l The Seamaster Planet Ocean Tokyo 2020 Limited
Edition is a special tribute to Japan. The polished white
ceramic dial continues the Tokyo theme with a special lol-

lipop central seconds hand, to represent the country’s flag.
Elsewhere, there is a red liquid ceramic number 20 on the
bezel and a sapphire crystal caseback with a transferred
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games emblem.

KUWAIT: The raffle draw winners of “Sparkling Summer” campaign Rajkumar, Deepak Khatter, Muhammed Kasim Shaik, Aarcha Krishna Das and Jiltamol P Uthup are
receiving the prize of 100 GM gold bar each from officials of Malabar Gold & Diamonds.

Alain Zobrist, CEO of OMEGA Timing

Hewitt Lee 

5 reasons why 
Huawei Mate 20X 
5G is the phone 
you need
KUWAIT: Nowadays countries are racing to
deploy 5G networks. 5G will not only make our
smartphones better, but it will also usher in new
immersive experiences. But to enjoy the vast
goodies a 5G network brings, you would need a
5G-supported phone. The new Huawei Mate
20X 5G not only supports 5G but is also com-
patible with multiple generations of network
technology. It is an absolute BANGER with high
connectivity speeds, massive display area, three

Leica cameras and monstrous performance.
Why are we so in love with the new Huawei
Mate 20X 5G? We have 5 good reasons why.

Enjoy true speed like never before
Since being on the Internet is an ‘all day,

every day’ activity, The Huawei Mate 20X 5G
offers one of the world’s fastest connectivity
thanks to 5G, saving you lots of frustration when
streaming and downloading. Huaweri Mate 20X
5G is compatible with multiple generations of
network technology including 4G, 3G and 2G1,
this phone has it all. And no matter how mature
or immature your mobile network is, high speed
connectivity is guaranteed thanks to two
chipsets: Kirin 980 and the 5G multi-mode
chipset Balong 5000. 

View content on a bigger screen
Most of us watch movies online on a smart-

phone nowadays, but a small screen means

squinting and straining your eyes. A large dis-
play area make all the difference. The HUAWEI
Mate 20X 5G comes with a 7.2 inch dewdrop
display, perfect to immerse yourself in an
exceptional entertainment experience. It also
takes gaming to a new space, where you take
control of all the action in a game and always
lead the way.

Finally a camera that will ‘do it justice’
Huawei Mate 20X 5G has three Leica cam-

eras - 40MP wide angle camera, 20MP ultra-
wide camera and the 8MP telephoto camera.
With these giant capabilities, you will be able to
fit large uninterrupted views in one picture. It’s
as close as it gets to the real view, crisp, clear
and with a three dimensional effect - what you
see is what you snap. Extreme close-up shots
referred to as ‘Macrography’ are now possible
with Huawei Mate 20X 5G. This phone camera
can land a focus on an object as close as 2.5cm.

A battery that is up to the task
It’s quite heartbreaking when your device dies

down and you need it badly to watch a live fashion
show or football game. Thankfully, this is a thing of
the past. The Huawei Mate 20X 5G has a 4200mAh
battery that is one of the biggest smartphone batter-
ies available on the market, and it is as safe as it is
large - being TUV Rheinland certified. Additionally,
it also has Huawei 40W SuperCharge to top up your
device in as much less time as possible.

Literally cool
Even if you’re running graphically-intensive

games at high settings, this device stays cool and
responsive thanks to the integration of Huawei
SuperCool - a groundbreaking cooling solution
that utilizes graphene film and vapor chamber to
deliver an outstanding cooling performance. The
Huawei Mate 20X 5G is available on all Huawei’s
store in the State of Kuwait on the 18th of July 2019
for KD 299.9. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds holds raffle draws


