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Sudan generals,
protest leaders,
meet rebel chiefs 
in South Sudan
JUBA: Sudanese generals and protest
leaders, who signed a power-sharing
agreement, held preliminary talks with
rebel groups in neighboring South
Sudan Saturday as part of ongoing
peace efforts. The meeting followed an
agreement on Thursday between protest
leaders and their rebel partners to end
their differences over the accord signed
with Sudan’s military rulers earlier this
month, vowing to work jointly for peace.

Arriving at the airport in the South
Sudanese capital Juba earlier Saturday,
General Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, the
deputy chief of Sudan’s ruling military
council, told reporters he hoped the
meeting would “restore peace” by
focusing on “how we can implement the
recent peace agreement we signed in
Khartoum”.

Among those at the meeting were
rebel leaders Abdelaziz al-Hilu of South

Kordofan state and Malik Agar of Blue
Nile state. The umbrella protest move-
ment on July 17 signed the power-shar-
ing accord with Sudan’s generals, which
provides for a transitional civilian admin-
istration following the ouster of longtime
dictator Omar al-Bashir.

Restore peace in Sudan
Daglo was accompanied by two other

generals and two senior officials of the
Sudanese protest movement, military
council and protest movement sources
told AFP. After the meeting, rebel leader
Agar spoke of “opening the humanitari-
an corridors to the areas that are affect-
ed by war”, adding that the meeting had
been a “preliminary discussion that is
leading to concrete decisions in future...
We have actually reached some under-
standing”.

Military council spokesman General
Shamseddine Kabbashi added: “We had
an understanding on the release of all
political detainees and prisoners of war
by all the parties that might have been
detained by either party.” The rebel
groups spent years fighting government
forces in the Darfur, Blue Nile and South
Kordofan regions of Sudan.

Tens of thousands of people have
been killed in the three conflicts and

millions displaced, with hundreds of
thousands still living in sprawling camps.
The protest leaders and generals are
stil l  to sign a “Constitutional
Declaration” dealing with outstanding
issues-including justice for demonstra-
tors killed during months of protests.

The rebel groups had demanded that
the document call on the new govern-
ment to make peace negotiations a top
priority. Once a peace deal is finalized,
sources said the rebel groups want their
representatives to be part of the transi-
tional government.—AFP

KHARTOUM: Demonstrators burn tires in the middle of a main street in Khartoum
as they protest against the results of the probe into the June raid on a Khartoum
protest camp revealed. —AFP

Morocco’s King: 
Between monarchy 
and modernity
RABAT: Morocco’s King Mohammed VI,
who on Tuesday will mark 20 years on
the throne, has cast himself as a mod-
ernist open to change-while discretely
exercising absolute power. He has often
presented that duality in photo ops, pos-
ing for official pictures in traditional garb
then switching to snazzy suits for social
media snapshots with celebrities during
his frequent trips abroad.

Born on August 21, 1963, Mohammed
VI was crowned at the age of 35 after
the death of his father Hassan II on July
23, 1999. His rule has been marked by
stability despite turbulence across the
region-an image he has promoted to
reassure allies of the North African king-
dom, investors and tourists alike. Like
Hassan II, he has taken a tough line on
security, particularly after deadly bomb-
ings rocked Casablanca in 2003 and
Marrakesh in 2011.

While the rise of social media
expanded freedom of expression during
his rule, the press has remained under
tight state control.  As the Arab Spring
swept across North Africa and beyond,
Mohammed VI nipped swelling protests
in the bud by offering constitutional
reforms and promising to curb his pow-
ers. A new constitution passed by a July
2011 referendum strengthened the pow-

ers of the prime minister and parliament.
But the king retained overall authority
as head of state, chief of the military and
the country’s top Islamic authority as
well as tight control over key sectors of
the economy.

Infrastructure boom
Mohammed VI has overseen a boom in

infrastructure projects including a high-
speed train, a giant solar farm and the
Mediterranean’s biggest cargo port. He
has also fostered political changes both
domestically and in the kingdom’s foreign
relations. In 2004, Morocco adopted a
new family code boosting women’s rights,
despite protests from hardline Islamists-
and from feminists who said the changes
did not go far enough.

Mohammed VI, revered by Muslims
across West Africa as “Commander of
the Faithful”, pushed for toleration in
Islam while ensuring freedom of worship
for Jews and foreign Christians. In 2017,
Morocco rejoined the African Union
after a 30-year absence, as the king
pushed to repair relations with the bloc.
Most of his diplomacy has focused on
endorsing an “autonomy plan” for the
disputed Western Sahara, a former
Spanish colony partially controlled by
the kingdom.

A wave of unrest in 2017 and 2018 in
the country’s neglected northern Rif
region sparked a crackdown by
Moroccan authorities and threw the
kingdom’s system of development into
question. “The current model no longer
allows us to respond to the growing

demands and needs of citizens, nor to
reduce social inequalities,” the king said
in a February 2018 message.

Lifestyle and trips abroad 
Despite a penchant for flashy photo

ops, Mohammed VI has been a reserved
leader at home. According to his official
biography, the king “practices several
sports”. He often travels abroad, partic-
ularly to France where the royal family
maintains several residences and where
he has had medical treatment including
a heart operation in 2018. These fre-

quent absences have sparked criticism
online over the monarch’s “political
choices” and “lifestyle”.

In a break with tradition, in 2002 he
married Lalla Salma, an engineer five
years his junior from a middle class fam-
ily. They have two children: Crown
Prince Moulay El Hassan (born 2003)
and Princess Lalla Khadija (born 2007).
But princess Salma dropped out of the
media spotlight in December 2017. Heir
apparent Moulay Hassan began appear-
ing with his father at official events
when he was 13.—AFP

Iran invites Pompeo 
for interview 
by reporter once 
detained in US 
TEHRAN: Iran yesterday invited Mike Pompeo to
be interviewed by a state television anchor who
was once detained in America, after the top US
diplomat said he was willing to talk to its people.
Pompeo said Thursday in an interview with
Bloomberg that he would “happily” go to Tehran
and willingly appear on Iranian television to explain
US reasoning behind its sanctions against the
Islamic republic.

“Our reporter Ms. Marzieh Hashemi can go and
interview (Pompeo) so that he can say what he
intends to say,” government spokesman Ali Rabiei
said, quoted by official news agency IRNA.
Hashemi, a black Muslim convert who was born in
the United States, works as an anchor for Iran’s
English-language channel Press TV. She was
arrested in the US in January under a law allowing
the detention of people suspected of being poten-
tial witnesses in criminal cases.

Hashemi, who changed her name from Melanie
Franklin after her conversion, was released after
being held for 10 days. She later travelled to Iran,
and has since accused the United States of violence
and discrimination against Muslims and black peo-
ple. Tehran has been at loggerheads with
Washington since President Donald Trump pulled
the US out of the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran last
year and reimposed punishing sanctions which Iran
calls “economic terrorism.”

The standoff has recently escalated with drones
shot down and tankers mysteriously attacked in
sensitive Gulf waters. In his remarks on Sunday,
Rabiei said Pompeo had been “forced” into saying
he was ready to appear on Iranian TV because of
his counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif’s recent
round of interviews with US media. “We do not shy
away from hearing what people say, (even though)
what they did to our reporters... is an insult to both
the media and discussions,” Rabiei said.—AFP

VIENNA: Iran said yesterday it considered Britain’s
seizure of an Iranian oil tanker a breach of the ailing
2015 nuclear deal, as the remaining parties to the
accord meet in Vienna in another attempt to salvage
the agreement. British authorities detained an Iranian
tanker off the UK overseas territory of Gibraltar in ear-
ly July on allegations it was breaching EU sanctions on
Syria. On July 19, a British-flagged tanker was
impounded by Iran’s Revolutionary Guards with its 23
crew aboard in the Strait of Hormuz, which was seen by
the UK as a tit-for-tat move.

Arriving at the meeting in Vienna, Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi linked the tanker row
to discussions over the nuclear deal, formally known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
“Developments have occurred, such as the seizure of
the tanker carrying Iranian oil in Gibraltar, which in our
view is considered a breach of the JCPOA,” Araghchi
said in comments carried on Iranian state TV. 

“Countries party to the JCPOA must not create any
obstacles in the way of Iran exporting its oil,” he added.
Araghchi was speaking as envoys from Britain, France,

Germany, China, Russia and Iran gathered for talks in
the Austrian capital, a month after a similar meeting
failed to achieve a breakthrough.

Mounting tensions
Tensions between Tehran and Washington have

escalated since last year when US President Donald
Trump pulled out of the accord that was aimed at curb-
ing Iran’s nuclear program, and imposed punishing
sanctions. Iran said in May it would disregard certain
limits the JCPOA set on its nuclear program and threat-
ened to take further measures if remaining parties to
the deal, especially European nations, did not help it
circumvent the US sanctions.

Even before the latest tanker seizures, pressure had
been mounting in the region with a string of incidents
involving tankers and drones. The US has said it
brought down one and possibly two Iranian drones last
week, and blamed Tehran for a series of mysterious
attacks on tanker ships in strategic Gulf waters. Iran
shot down an unmanned US aircraft in June, after which
Trump announced that he had called off retaliatory air

strikes at the last minute because the resulting death
toll would have been too high.

The US and Gulf powerhouse Saudi Arabia have
accused Iran of being behind multiple attacks on
tankers in the Gulf in June, which Iran denies. Efforts
by European powers, notably France’s President
Emmanuel Macron, to salvage the nuclear deal have
so far come to nothing. The remaining signatories,
however, have pledged to work towards a break-
through at a future ministerial session, for which no
date has yet been fixed.

Referring to the need for a “preparatory meeting
before the ministerial level meeting that will be neces-
sary”, one European diplomat told AFP it was “impera-
tive to talk to the Iranians after the proven violations of
their commitments”. The European Union said earlier
this week the extraordinary meeting would be chaired
by the secretary general of the European External
Action Service, Helga Schmid. It said the talks were
requested by Britain, France, Germany and Iran and
would examine issues linked to the implementation of
the JCPOA.—AFP

Emergency talks held after tensions mount in Gulf

Iran links tanker row to ailing nuclear 
deal as parties meet in Vienna

VIENNA: Abbas Araghchi, political deputy at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Iran, speaks to the media after the meeting of
the Joint Commission of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) attended by the E3+2 (China, France, Germany, Russia,
United Kingdom) and Iran at the Palais Coburg in Vienna,
Austria. —AFP

TANGIERS: In this file photo Morocco’s King Mohammed VI looks on during the
signing of an agreement with the French President in preparation of the COP21 cli-
mate talks in Paris during a meeting in the Moroccan port city of Tangier. —AFP

Canadian air force 
joins hunt for teen 
murder suspects
MONTREAL: The Royal Canadian Air Force has
joined the hunt for two fugitive teens suspected of
triple murder, officials said Saturday, backing up a
vast search operation unfolding in Manitoba’s
remote northeast. The suspects, identified as Kam
McLeod, 19, and Bryer Schmegelsky, 18, have been
on the run for more than a week. Authorities say
they believe the two are behind the killings of 23-
year-old Australian Lucas Fowler and his 24-year-
old American girlfriend, Chynna Deese, as well as
of Leonard Dyck, a 64-year-old Canadian.

Since Tuesday, the village of Gillam, near Hudson
Bay, has been at the epicenter of an intense man-
hunt involving tracker dogs, a drone and armored

vehicles. The area features dense, sometimes nearly
impenetrable forest. Minister of Public Safety
Ralph Goodale announced the air force involve-
ment, which followed a request from Brenda Lucki,
head of  the Royal  Canadian Mounted Pol ice
(RCMP). The C-130 Hercules arrived in the Gillam
area Saturday to assist with aerial search opera-
tions, and will have onboard a federal police officer
to direct the search, the military said.

Police have said they could not rule out the pos-
sibility that the two suspects had altered their
appearances and slipped out of the region, possibly
with the unwitt ing help of  an area resident .
However there were no new sightings “and no new
information that would indicate that the suspects
have fled the area,” the RCMP said Saturday.
Earlier in the day officers began an operation can-
vassing all homes and buildings in the Gillam area
and nearby Fox Lake Cree Nation of indigenous
peoples, the RCMP said.

The fugitives are thought to have wound up in
the village, some 600 miles (1,000 kilometers)

north of Winnipeg, the Manitoba capital, after trav-
el ing 2,000 miles from Brit ish Columbia on
Canada’s west coast. The surrounding region is
particularly inhospitable, with wild animals includ-
ing bears, and swampy areas infested with fero-
cious mosquitoes. Locals say conditions are brutal,
and that the suspects, if on foot and unprepared,
would have difficulty surviving for long. 

There have been two reported sightings of the
wanted teens in Gillam, but none since Monday.
The two young men have been formally accused in
the murder of Dyck, a botany professor, and are
suspects in the killings of Fowler and Deese, whose
bodies were found along a highway in northern
British Columbia. The teenagers were initially con-
sidered as missing after their  car was found
torched on July 19. But police then discovered
Dyck’s body near another burned-out vehicle
believed to have been used by the pair. The father
of one of the teens, Alan Schmegelsky, said his son
was “on a suicide mission,” deeply troubled since
his parents’ divorce in 2005.—AFP Mexico, Honduras agree 

to create 20,000 jobs 
and stem migration
MINATITLAN, Mexico: A scheme to create 20,000
jobs in Honduras has been agreed between the coun-
try’s president and Mexico’s leader in an attempt to
stem the flow of migrants toward the United States.
Mexico, which is a stepping stone to the US for many
from Central America seeking to escape violence and
poverty, has seen a wave of migrants sweep through in
the past few months, causing tensions with Washington.

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador
met his Honduran counterpart Juan Orlando Hernandez
in the Mexican state of Veracruz on Saturday to sign an
agreement to extend a development program to
Honduras, which includes a tree-planting scheme
already active in Mexico. Called “Sowing Life”, the
scheme pays farmers a small monthly stipend to plant
trees and crops. Mexico signed a deal with El Salvador
last month to introduce the same project to the Central
American state.

Hernandez said the scheme was the “correct path” to
boost both country’s economies and called for the cre-
ation of a “great international coalition for generating
huge numbers of jobs” in Honduras, Guatemala and El
Salvador. Mexico will support Honduras “to create
20,000 jobs between now and December,” said
Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard.

US President Donald Trump had threatened stiff
new trade tariffs against the United States’ southern
neighbor unless it acted decisively to stem the
migrant wave. But tensions calmed after Mexico’s
deployment of thousands of security forces to its
borders last month. The large majority of Central
Americans who cross Mexico for the US are from
Honduras. Some say they are fleeing persecution by
the Hernandez government, having participated in
protests after his election.—AFP


