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50 countries including Kuwait support
China on Xinjiang-related issues

KUWAIT: 50 Ambassadors from Kuwait and other
countries to the UNOG co-signed a letter to the
President of the UN Human Rights Council and the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, voiced
their support for China’s position on issues related to
Xinjiang, China on July 26, 2019. Other countries
expressed support in their separate letters and press
releases. Many of them have seen the real situation in
Xinjiang on their recent visits.

They commend China for its economic and social
progress, effective counter-terrorism and de-radical-
ization measures, and strong guarantee of human
rights; appreciate the opportunities provided by
China for diplomatic envoys, officials of international
organizations, and media professionals to visit
Xinjiang. They point to the contrast between Xinjiang
in the eyes of those who have visited it and the one
portrayed in western media, and urge a certain group
of countries to stop using uncorroborated informa-
tion to make unfounded accusations against China.

Terrorism and extremism are an intractable chal-
lenge across the world. In the face of its grave threat,
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region responded with
a number of lawful steps, including setting up voca-
tional education and training centers, to prevent and
combat terrorism and extremism. As a result, the
security conditions in Xinjiang made a dramatic turn
for the better. For almost three years in a row, there
have been no violent and terrorist attacks. Instead,

the people in Xinjiang have enjoyed social stability,
ethnic unity, and a peaceful life. All ethnic communi-
ties have a much greater sense of fulfillment, happi-
ness, and security and support these policy steps
whole heartedly.

Facts speak louder than words, and justice cannot
be overshadowed. The great diversity of countries
co-signing the letter-from Asia, Africa, Latin America,
and Europe, especially the OIC-makes it clear that
the international community has drawn a fair conclu-
sion about Xinjiang’s human rights achievement and
counter-terrorism and de-radicalization outcome.
Those countries that seek to use human rights as an
excuse to slander and pressure China have only
themselves to deceive.

Together with all parties, China is committed to
promoting the healthy development of the interna-
tional human rights cause by encouraging multilateral
human rights institutions to abide by the purposes
and principles of the UN Charter, handle human
rights issues in an objective, impartial, and non-selec-
tive manner, and engage in constructive dialogue and
cooperation. We oppose any attempt to use human
rights issues as a cover for interference in a country’s
internal affairs. We urge those who are doing so to
change course, refrain from politicization and double
standard, and stop interfering in the internal affairs of
other countries under the pretext of human rights.

KABUL: The start of Afghanistan’s election season
was marred by deadly violence yesterday, just hours
after President Ashraf Ghani insisted “peace is com-
ing” to the war-torn nation. At least two people were
killed and 25 others wounded in an attack targeting
the Kabul office of Ghani’s running mate, Amrullah
Saleh. The violence came on the official starting day
of campaign season for the upcoming presidential
elections, serving as a grim reminder of Afghanistan’s
woeful security situation and the sort of mayhem and
murder that have beset previous polls.

The attack began around 4:40 pm, when a huge
blast struck near the Green Trend office, a youth- and
reform-focused civil society organization Saleh heads.
He escaped without serious injury, his office said.
Three hours later, the attack was still ongoing. No
group immediately claimed responsibility. “The secu-
rity forces have cordoned off the area. The security
forces are trying to kill the attackers as soon as possi-
ble,” interior ministry spokesman Nasrat Rahimi said.

Health ministry spokesman Wahidullah Mayar said
at least two people had been killed and 25 wounded.
Earlier yesterday, a buoyant Ghani kicked off his
campaign by insisting “peace is coming” and that
pivotal talks with the Taliban would take place. He is
hoping to fend off challenges from 17 other candi-
dates to score a second term at twice-postponed
presidential elections now slated for September 28.

On Saturday, Ghani’s peace minister, Abdul Salam
Rahimi, said direct talks would take place with the

Taliban within two weeks as part of a larger, US-led
push for peace. Such a development could be crucial,
as the Taliban-who now control or influence about
half of Afghanistan-have so far refused to speak to
Ghani’s government, as they consider the Kabul
administration illegitimate.

Despondent voters
War aside, the country faces a host of major issues

ahead of the election, including rocketing crime, a
lacklustre economy, soaring unemployment, and
crumbling infrastructure. Voters are despondent
about the prospects of a fair election, and many wor-
ry about a repeat of the sort of violent attacks on
previous polling stations by the Taliban and other
insurgent groups trying to undermine Afghanistan’s
fragile democracy. Ghani insisted this year’s election
would be “clean”, but distrust is rife.

Sayed Jan, a 27-year-old student, said he won’t be
voting as he has lost faith since the 2014 election that
was mired in allegations of fraud and ballot stuffing.
“We have been betrayed by the candidates in the
past, we can not trust them this time,” he told AFP.
“We need peace in Afghanistan instead of elections.
Even if I vote, the election will be fraudulent.”

Opportunities for peace
In Kabul, security forces fanned out across the

city as leading candidates held rallies. Ghani’s top
rival is Abdullah Abdullah, who currently serves as
the president’s chief executive under an awkward
power-sharing arrangement brokered by the US after
the 2014 election. “It is our national and religious
duty to take advantage of any opportunities for
peace,” Abdullah told a campaign rally.

One crucial issue is that the elections happen at
all: they were postponed twice this year and further
delays could lead to more distrust. Despite Ghani’s
claim that a summit between his government and the

Taliban would take place shortly, the insurgents said
they would only talk to Kabul after the US had
announced a timeline for a withdrawal of foreign
forces-a key part of any deal.

“The Kabul administration will be considered a
political side, just like others, and not a government,”
Taliban political spokesman Suhail Shaheen wrote in
Pashto on Twitter. Diplomatic sources have told AFP
the Afghan-Taliban talks are scheduled to begin in
Oslo on August 7. US peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad,
who is leading a push to forge a peace deal with the

Taliban, said Saturday that new “intra-Afghan” nego-
tiations would only take place after the US and
Taliban had concluded their own agreements.

He is expected to fly to Doha next week for
what would be the eighth round of direct US-
Taliban talks. Other presidential candidates include
Ghani’s former national security advisor Hanif
Atmar and former warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
nicknamed the “Butcher of Kabul” for his alleged
role in the killing of thousands of people in the
capital in the 1990s.—AFP

Deadly violence
mars start of Afghan
election season

KABUL: Ambulances bring wounded civilians to the Wazir Akbar Khan hospital following an attack in Kabul. — AFP


