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COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka will start looking
to replace key wicket-taker Lasith
Malinga when the shaggy-haired fast
bowler calls it quits after the first one-day
international  against  Bangladesh on
Friday. Both teams go into the three-game
series nursing a World Cup hangover, with
Sri Lanka facing an especial ly tough
rebui lding task with the loss of  the
instantly recognizable Malinga.

The blond-highlighted bowler with the
distinctive sling action proved his endur-
ing worth when he tormented England
during the World Cup, taking four for 43
as Sri Lanka stunned the eventual cham-
pions in the group stage. Malinga, 35, is
Sri Lanka’s third-highest ODI wicket-tak-
er with 335 wickets from 225 matches,
behind only Chaminda Vaas (399) and
Muttiah Mural i tharan (523) . Malinga
needs three wickets to overhaul Anil

Kumble’s 337 for ninth place on the inter-
national list.

Sri Lanka captain Dimuth Karunaratne
said finding a replacement for Malinga is
just one of many challenges ahead follow-
ing a disappointing World Cup. “I think if
you take the World Cup, we did fairly
good. In patches we did really well and
sometimes we didn’t do very well,” he said.
“We need to find the bowlers who can
take wickets in the middle part and the
early overs. Those are the areas. I need
some good youngsters, we need to groom
some youngsters for the next World Cup.”

Malinga said yesterday he hoped to
play T20 cricket and had his sights on the
2020 World Cup in Australia. “I hope to
be able to take Sri Lanka to the next T20
World Cup,” he said. “I hope I will have
an opportunity to play in that tournament,
but if there are better players than me, I

don’t mind being left out.” The country’s
cricket board confirmed Malinga would
be available for selection for the T20
squad, as Sri Lanka Cricket chief Ashley
de Silva hailed him as “one of the most
outstanding players Sri Lanka has ever
produced”.

Coaching exodus 
Apart from the search for new fast

bowlers, Sri Lanka also has to contend
with a coaching exodus. Coach Chandika
Hathurusingha and his assistants will be
shown the door after the Bangladesh
series because of their sixth-place finish
in England. Meanwhile Bangladesh, who
finished eighth of the 10 teams, are enter-
ing a new era after they sacked coach
Steve Rhodes following the World Cup.

The visitors are also without key play-
ers, including skipper Mashrafe Mortaza

and inspirational vice-captain Shakib Al
Hasan. Mashrafe has a hamstring injury
while Shakib, who scored 606 runs and
claimed 11 wickets in the World Cup, is
being rested. Opening batsman Tamim
Iqbal, interim captain for the series, said
Bangladesh’s younger players will get a
chance to impress. “I think that whoever
plays the first one-day match, they need
to cash in on the opportunity,” he said.
Bangladesh are the first foreign sports
team to visit Sri Lanka since the Easter
Sunday suicide attacks this year, which
killed 258 people. 

The team were given security usually
reserved for visiting state dignitaries, with
extra forces at their hotel and armed
guards for their bus. “I think the security
has been fantastic. All the facilities they
have given to us have been top notch,”
said Tamim. — AFP 
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Anderson out of 
Ireland Test with 
Roy to make debut
LONDON: James Anderson has been ruled out of
England’s four-day Test against Ireland at Lord’s start-
ing today but World Cup star Jason Roy will make his
debut. Opening bowler Anderson has failed to recover
from the right calf injury he sustained when playing for
his county Lancashire against Durham on July 2.

“Jimmy will continue to be assessed” ahead of the
first Ashes Test at Edgbaston on August 1, an England
and Wales Cricket Board statement said yesterday.
Chief selector Ed Smith stated when naming the squad
last week that England’s record wicket-taker would not
be risked ahead of the Ashes series if there were any
lingering doubts over his injury. Bowling resources have
already been stretched by side strains sustained by
Mark Wood and Jofra Archer in the recent World Cup
victory over New Zealand.

Warwickshire paceman Olly Stone will make his Test
debut in Anderson’s absence, with World Cup-winning
batsman Roy also playing his first Test after featuring in
84 one-day internationals. England will play two spin-
ners in Jack Leach and Moeen Ali in an attack led by
Stuart Broad, with uncapped all-rounder Lewis
Gregory missing out from the original 13-man squad.
Test skipper Root, speaking at Lord’s on Tuesday, said
Anderson could have played against Ireland but
stressed that England did not want to take any chances
with their prize asset ahead of a five-Test Ashes series.

“Jimmy probably would have been able to get
through this Test match but (it’s) just making sure that
he’s absolutely ready,” Root explained. “We thought the
last thing we want is him carrying a niggle going into a
series so we tried to be sensible about it and give him
as much time to be 100 percent going into that series
— a five-match series. So we’re very confident that he’ll
be fit (for the Ashes).”

Roy impact 
The powerful Roy will open the innings, as he did

during the World Cup, even though he is a middle-order
batsman in first-class cricket. “With Jason, we want him
to be himself, express himself and trust his instincts as
much as possible,” Root said. “He brings something dif-
ferent to our Test batting side, he’s a proven performer
in international cricket and fully capable of making big
contributions. I hope he doesn’t try to play differently, I
hope he’ll go and be himself.

“There were occasions in the World Cup when he
had to trust his defence and he might have to draw that
out a bit longer in Test cricket — but he can go and put
the pressure back on the opposition. He’s one of the
best in the world at that.” Anderson, 36, no longer plays
ODI cricket so did not play in the World Cup. The
Lancashire swing bowler, with 575 scalps, trails only the
spin trio of Sri Lanka’s Muttiah Muralitharan (800
wickets), Australia’s Shane Warne (708) and India’s Anil
Kumble (619) in the all-time list of Test wicket-takers.

England team to play Ireland:
Jason Roy, Rory Burns, Joe Denly, Joe Root (capt),

Jonny Bairstow (wkt), Moeen Ali, Chris Woakes, Sam
Curran, Stuart Broad, Olly Stone, Jack Leach. — AFP 

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan cricketer Lasith Malinga
(L) and Bangladesh bowling coach Champaka
Ramanayake (R) look on during the one-day
warm-up match between President’s XI and
Bangladesh. — AFP 

All Blacks fired up for 
World Cup rehearsal
WELLINGTON: All Black lock Brodie Retallick predicted
a fireworks against South Africa in Wellington this
Saturday, as the southern hemisphere rivals both seek a
mental edge ahead of the Rugby World Cup. The Rugby
Championship clash is a dress rehearsal for the global
showpiece in Japan, where New Zealand and South Africa
will face each other in their opening Pool B match on
September 21.

Adding further spice to this weekend’s fixture, the
Springboks upset the world champions 36-34 a year ago
when they last played in the New Zealand capital. Retallick
noted that New Zealand and South Africa both rested key
players for their victories over Argentina and Australia
respectively last weekend with the Wellington showdown
in mind. “I think it’s going to be a fiery one... there’s going
to be some fresh bodies, so no doubt there’s going to be
plenty of energy,” he said. “They won here last time in
Wellington and obviously we want to be winning every
time, so I guess it’ll be a big one. Wait and see.”

Assistant coach Ian Foster confirmed the All Blacks
were fired up as they prepare to chase their third straight
World Cup and fourth overall. “It’s on everyone’s mind, you
can’t deny that,” he said. “That brings out a real hunger,
particularly in your top athletes who have been eyeing the
prize for a long, long time. “There’s no doubt there’s an
edge in the group.”

Hulking South African hooker Malcolm Marx said the
Springboks would not be taking a backward step in
Wellington. He said last year’s victory was pivotal in
rebuilding a side that had slipped to seventh in the

world rankings and endured a 57-0 mauling in their
previous appearance in New Zealand. “It was important
for SA rugby to be honest... it built a lot more confi-
dence in South African rugby,” he said. Marx said
another win in Wellington could give the Springboks a
similar boost ahead of the World Cup but it was a feat
easier said than done.

“I wouldn’t say we’re underdogs, we’re focusing on
ourselves and where we can improve, not on them,” he
said. “I think it might bring a bit of momentum, obviously,

but we have to focus on (the match) first.” Assistant coach
Matt Proudfoot said the Springboks could not afford to
think too far ahead. “When you’re playing the world’s best
team in their own backyard you pay respect to that and
prepare yourself for that challenge, irrespective of what’s
at stake later in the year,” he said. Proudfoot said his for-
wards were relishing the prospect of testing themselves
against the All Blacks. “We want to deliver ball to our team
that we can play off and set our game plan down... we
really want to put our standard down.” — AFP 

West Indies recall
Narine and Pollard
for T20s against India
ST JOHN’S, Antigua and Barbuda: West Indies have
turned to experience with the recall of veteran duo Sunil
Narine and Kieron Pollard for the first two T20s against
India next month. Explosive hitter Pollard was left out of
the West Indies team for the recent 50-over World Cup
and played his last T20 in India last November.

Spinner Narine’s last appearance in a T20I for West
Indies came against England almost two years ago at
Chester-le-Street. He opted out of the 50-over World
Cup because of a finger injury. “We felt that players like
Narine and Pollard, who have played well in T20 leagues
around the world, once they are fit and mentally ready to
play, we must give them the opportunity to represent the
West Indies again,” said interim chairman of selectors,
Robert Haynes.

Wicketkeeper/batsman Anthony Bramble, who will
understudy Nicholas Pooran, is the only newcomer in the
14-member squad which is captained by Carlos
Brathwaite. Andre Russell, who is still recovering from a
knee injury that saw him leave the World Cup early, also
returns. — AFP

BUENOS AIRES: New Zealand’s All Blacks rugby players perform the haka before start the Rugby Championship
match against Argentina’s Los Pumas at Jose Amalfitani stadium. — AFP 

Lakers gain the
rights to Kostas
Antetokounmpo 
LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Lakers confirmed
Monday they have gained the rights to Kostas
Antetokounmpo, younger brother of Milwaukee’s
NBA Most Valuable Player Giannis. Kostas
Antetokounmpo, 21, was signed to a two-way con-
tract by the Lakers. He appeared in two games for
the Dallas Mavericks last season and played 40
games for the Texas Legends in the NBA’s develop-
mental G League.

Selected by the Philadelphia 76ers with the 60th

overall pick in the 2018 NBA Draft, Antetokounmpo
was acquired by the Mavericks in a draft-night
trade. Kostas is one of three Antetokounmpo broth-
ers to play in the NBA. The eldest, 27-year-old
Thanasis, has played in Greece, the G League and
signed with the Bucks this off season. That puts him
on the team where Giannis has emerged as a super-
star, leading Milwaukee to the best record in the
NBA last season.

The Bucks fell to the eventual NBA champion
Toronto Raptors in the Eastern Conference finals.
When Giannis collected his MVP award, he thanked
his brothers and his parents — Nigerian immigrants
to Greece — in his speech. Giannis, Thanasis and
Kostas have all been named in Greece’s squad for
the basketball World Cup that tips off in China on
August 31. There’s one more Antetokounmpo broth-
er in the NBA pipeline, with teenager Alex hoping to
make it there one day. — AFP 

Ireland set for 
landmark test 
against England
LONDON: Ireland’s march to becoming a fully fledged member of
cricket’s elite will reach another important staging post when they play
their first Test against England at Lord’s today. The Irish men’s side
only made their Test debut last year, suffering a final day defeat by
Pakistan in Dublin in a creditable display before being well beaten by
fellow newcomers Afghanistan.

Since the turn of the century, Ireland have become known for their
one-day exploits, beating the likes of Pakistan (2007) and England
(2011) at World Cups. But Test status was always the dream.  Now this
match at Lord’s is set to be the highlight of Ireland’s year given they
did not qualify for the reduced 10-team World Cup won just over a
week ago by tournament hosts England in a thrilling final against New
Zealand, which also took place at ‘the home of cricket’.

The sport has a long history in Ireland and cricket was hugely pop-
ular there in the 19th Century. But a rising tide of Irish nationalism and
the growth of the Gaelic Athletic Association led to cricket being
declared a “garrison” or “foreign” game. Irish cricket went into some-
thing of a retreat although memorable occasions such as a televised
win over the touring West Indies in 1969 helped to change attitudes.

Several of the present side have played county cricket, including
Tim Murtagh, a stalwart for Lord’s based-Middlesex, who recently
took his 800th first-class wicket. Meanwhile fast bowler Boyd Rankin
was briefly an England player when that was the only way Irishmen
could play Test cricket before switching back.

‘Dream come true’ 
“It is a dream come true, and it is something I never thought would

happen in my playing career,” said Rankin, who played just the one
Test for England on their ill-fated 2013/14 Ashes tour of Australia. “You
can’t get much better than a Test match at Lord’s.” England will be
resting several of their World Cup stars, including fast bowler Jofra
Archer, all-rounder Ben Stokes and batsman Jos Buttler.

Eoin Morgan, their victorious Dublin-born captain, no longer plays
Test cricket with Joe Root, a fellow World Cup winner, in charge. But
they could still field Test new-ball bowler Stuart Broad, with all-time
leading wicket-taker James Anderson struggling with a calf injury.
Somerset’s Lewis Gregory and Warwickshire’s Olly Stone could come
into the attack. As for the batting, England could give a Test debut to
World Cup-winning opener Jason Roy.

The match will only last a maximum of four days rather than the
standard five, a consequence both of being shoehorned into the narrow
gap between the end of the World Cup and the start of England’s five-
Test Ashes series against Australia next month and a desire by officials
to experiment with ‘spectator friendly’ playing hours. “It is one Test
before the Ashes gets going so hopefully we can cash in,” said England
opener Rory Burns. “There is a chance to score runs here, so you have
to back yourself and the game plan.”

Certainly an Ireland win would be a huge upset for all they recently
beat Zimbabwe in a one-day series. “In my generation I don’t think any
of us expected to be playing a Test match at Lord’s, so to have the
opportunity is great,” said Ireland wicketkeeper Gary Wilson. “But we
mustn’t lose sight of the fact that we have to come here and perform as
well. I mean that’s what it is about, it’s not just turning up and having all
the fanfare around Lord’s. “We have to try and put in a good perform-
ance against a very good England side, but we’ve got some good play-
ers as well and we’re confident we can do that.” — AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Kostas Antetokounmpo #37 of the Dallas Mavericks looks on during the game against the Brooklyn
Nets during Day 1 of the 2019 Las Vegas Summer League on July 5, 2019 at the Cox Pavilion. — AFP 

Cowboys extend 
reign atop most 
valuable teams list
HOUSTON: The Dallas Cowboys were ranked the
world’s most valuable sports team for a fourth con-
secutive year according to an annual list published
by Forbes on Monday that was dominated by
National Football League clubs. The NFL’s
Cowboys, who unseated Spanish soccer club Real

Madrid for top spot on the list in 2016, were valued
at $5 billion, a 4% rise when compared to last year,
Forbes said in a statement.

Major League Baseball’s New York Yankees, who
last year enjoyed a 10% jump in attendance along
with strong ratings on the team’s YES Network,
moved up three spots to sit second on the list with a
value of $4.6 billion. Real Madrid ($4.2 billion),
Spanish soccer club Barcelona ($4.02 billion) and
the National Basketball Association’s New York
Knicks ($4 billion) rounded out the top five.

“The values of teams in major sports leagues are
booming thanks to sky-high TV deals, both local
and national,” said Kurt Badenhausen, senior editor,
Forbes Media. — Reuters


