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RIO DE JANEIRO: Rare footage of purportedly uncon-
tacted members of a Brazilian indigenous tribe hunting in
the Amazon rainforest was released Monday by activists
who warn the group could be wiped out by logging. The
58-second clip filmed in the northern state of Maranhao
shows members of the Awa tribe, which Survival
International says has been
frequently attacked by log-
gers who have been embold-
ened by pro-business
President Jair Bolsonaro. 

“Only a global outcry
stands between them and
genocide,” said Stephen
Corry, director of Survival
International, which published
the video that had been shot
by a member of neighboring
indigenous tribe Guajajara.
The footage was shot in
August, the NGO said. “Loggers have already killed many of
their relatives and forced others out of the forest. “President
Bolsonaro and his friends in the logging industry would like
nothing more than for those who still survive to be eliminated.”

In the footage, a young man holding a machete in the
rainforest appears to sniff the blade before he looks
towards the person filming him. Seconds later he and other
members of the tribe carrying spears run away. “We didn’t
have the Awa’s permission to film, but we know that it’s
important to use these images because if we don’t show

them around the world, the Awa will be killed by loggers,”
said Erisvan Guajajara of Midia India, an indigenous film-
making association. 

Members of the Guajajara tribe belong to the Guardians
of the Amazon group, which aims to protect isolated
indigenous people. While most Awa have been contacted,

some are known to still live
uncontacted in an area of rain-
forest that is being “rapidly
destroyed”, Survival
International said. Since taking
office in January, Bolsonaro has
been accused of harming the
Amazon rainforest and indige-
nous peoples in order to bene-
fit loggers, miners and farmers
who helped get him elected. 

Bolsonaro, whose anti-envi-
ronment rhetoric has included
a pledge to end “Shiite ecolo-

gist activism,” has questioned the latest official figures
showing deforestation increased 88 percent in June com-
pared with the same period last year. He uses the word
“Shiite” as a synonym for radicalism rather than denoting a
branch of Islam.  “We are experiencing a real environmen-
tal psychosis,” Bolsonaro said Sunday. Bolsonaro also
accused foreign journalists Friday of wanting Brazil’s esti-
mated 800,000 indigenous people to remain in a “prehis-
toric state, without access to technology, science and the
thousand wonders of modernity”. — AFP 

Feline better: 
New York bans 
cat declawing
NEW YORK: New York on Monday became the first
American state to ban the declawing of cats, a prac-
tice already illegal in several countries and con-
demned as cruel by animal rights activists. Governor
Andrew Cuomo signed a bill outlawing the removal of
cats’ claws for cosmetic reasons with immediate
effect, in a move hailed by cat lovers. The legislation
had been passed by the state assembly in June.
“Declawing is a cruel and painful procedure that can
create physical and behavioral problems for helpless
animals, and today it stops,” Cuomo said in a state-

ment.  “By banning this archaic practice, we will
ensure that animals are no longer subjected to these
inhumane and unnecessary procedures,” he added.
Declawing is an operation that involves the entire or
partial amputation of bones in a cat’s front feet. The
practice is common in the United States where pet
owners often do it to stop themselves from being
scratched or to protect their furniture. But the New
York bill says it can cause cats severe pain and psy-
chological disorders and can also lead to the early
onset of arthritis.

“Victory!” tweeted People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, an animal rights group, follow-
ing the governor’s announcement. Declawing, formally
known as onychectomy, is banned in most European
countries including Britain and Switzerland. The prac-
tice is prohibited in several cities in California,
according to the bill, but New York is the first to
implement a state-wide ban. The legislation will still
permit the operation for medical reasons. — AFP
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SAO LUIS: Grab of a video shot shows a purportedly uncontacted member of a Brazilian indigenous tribe hunt-
ing in the Amazon rainforest near Sao Luis, Maranhao, Brazil. — AFP

Astronomers decode 
Milky Way’s violent birth
PARIS: The Milky Way gobbled up a galaxy one quarter of
its mass 10 billion years ago in a “violent collision” that didn’t
fully settle for eons, astronomers said in new research pub-
lished Monday. Previous studies had suggested that our
home galaxy was composed of two separate sets of stars, but
the precise chronology of the galactic merge remained elu-
sive. Researchers from the Instituto de Astrofisica de
Canarias (IAC) used the Gaia space telescope to take exact
measurements of the position, brightness and distance of
around one million stars in the Milky Way within 6,500 light
years of the Sun. 

They identified two distinct stellar sets-one “bluer” and
containing less metal, one “redder” containing more. After
studying their movement and composition, the team deter-
mined that both sets of stars were equally old, but the bluer

ones had been set into a “chaotic motion”-evidence of the
Milky Way swallowing a smaller galaxy in the distant recess-
es of time. “The novelty of our work is that we have been
able to assign precise ages to the stars that belong to the
galaxies that merged and, by knowing these ages, when the
merger took place,” Carme Gallart, lead author of the study
published in Nature Astronomy, told AFP. 

She said the collision, around 10 billion years ago, would
have taken millions of years to unfold. “It’s a very gradual
process-it’s not something like a car crash-it’s something that
has an effect on the galaxy as a whole. It’s very massive so it
happens slowly in human terms, not so slowly in cosmic time.”
The team believes remnants of the dwarf galaxy, known as
Gaia-Enceladus, eventually formed the halo of the present-day
Milky Way. They also determined that the collision contributed
to “violent bursts” of star formation for around another four
billion years, after which gas from those formations settled into
the Milky Way’s thin disk that runs through the centre of the
galaxy. The Milky Way contains at least 100 billion stars and
its centre contains an intense radio source believed to be the
supermassive black hole Sagittarius A. — AFP


