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Kim inspects a new submarine, signals 
possible ballistic missile development

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspected a
large newly built submarine, state news agency KCNA
reported yesterday, potentially signaling continued devel-
opment of a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM)
program. Kim inspected the operational and tactical data
and combat weapon systems of the submarine that was
built under “his special attention”, and will be operational
in the waters off the east coast, KCNA said.

KCNA said the submarine’s operational deployment
was near. “The operational capacity of a submarine is an
important component in national defense of our country
bounded on its east and west by sea,” Kim said. KCNA did
not describe the submarine’s weapon systems or say
where and when the inspection took place.

North Korea has a large submarine fleet but only one
known experimental submarine capable of carrying a bal-
listic missile. Analysts said that based on the apparent size
of the new submarine it appears designed to eventually
carry missiles. “We can clearly see that it is a massive sub-
marine - much larger than the existing one that’s been well
known since 2014,” said Ankit Panda, senior fellow at the
US-based Federation of American Scientists.

“What I find significant about the political messaging
here is that this is the first time since a February 2018 mili-
tary parade that he has inspected a military system clearly
designed to carry and deliver nuclear weapons.” “I take
that as an ominous signal that we should be taking Kim
Jong Un’s end-of-year deadline for the implementation of
a change in US policy with the utmost seriousness.” A
South Korean defense ministry spokesman said they were
monitoring developments but could not confirm if the sub-
marine was designed to carry missiles.

Kim Dong-yub, a military expert at Kyungnam
University’s Institute of Far Eastern Studies in Seoul, said
Kim likely also wanted to reassure North Koreans of his
commitment to national defense at a time when he is
focusing more on the economy. “Announcing his inspection
of the new submarine is also to build internal solidarity, to

dispel people’s concerns about national security, reassure
them, and boost military morale,” he said.

Submarine development
Kim has declared a moratorium on testing ICBM’s and

nuclear weapons while engaging in denuclearization talks
with the United States and South Korea. The North’s subma-
rine report comes amid another delay in dialogue between
the United States and North Korea after Kim and US
President Donald Trump agreed at a meeting at the
Panmunjom Korean border on June 30 to working-level
nuclear talks. Trump said such talks could come in the fol-
lowing two to three weeks. His national security advisor,
John Bolton, arrives in South Korea yesterday to meet secu-
rity officials. A summit between Trump and Kim, in Vietnam
in February, broke down after they failed to narrow differ-
ences between a US demand for North Korea’s denu-
clearization and a North Korean demand for sanctions relief.

In April, Kim said he would wait until the end of the
year for the United States to be more flexible. North Korea
maintains one of the world’s largest submarine fleets, but
many vessels are aging and there are doubts over how
many are operational, according to the Washington-based
Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI). Most of North Korea’s
fleet consists of small coastal submarines, but in recent
years it has made rapid progress in the SLBM program,
NTI said in a report released late last year.

In 2016, after a few years of development, North Korea
successfully test-fired a ballistic missile from a submarine,
while pursuing an intercontinental ballistic missile program
(ICBM). During the submarine inspection Kim was accom-
panied by Kim Jong Sik, an official who played a major
role in North Korea’s missile program. Another official on
the tour was Jang Chang Ha, president of the Academy of
the National Defense Science, which the US Treasury has
said is in charge of the secretive country’s research and
development of its advanced weapons systems, “including
missiles and probably nuclear weapons”.

HI Sutton, a naval analyst who studies submarines, said
judging by the initial photos the hull could be based on old
Romeo Class submarines, which were originally acquired
from China in the 1970s before North Korea began pro-
ducing them domestically. North Korea is believed to have
about 20 Romeo submarines in its fleet, the newest of
which was built in the mid 1990s, according to NTI. Sutton
told Reuters that the North Koreans appeared to have
raised the deck on a Romeo-type design, possibly even
modifying an existing Romeo to make a submarine larger

than previous indigenous designs. “I’d bet that this is
indeed a missile submarine,” he said. US-based monitoring
group 38 North said in June 2018 that North Korea
appeared to be continuing submarine construction at its
Sinpo Shipyard of possibly another Sinpo-class ballistic
missile submarine, based on commercial satellite imagery.
“This, to my eye, is the submarine that the US intelligence
community has been calling the Sinpo-C, a successor to
North Korea’s only known ballistic missile submarine,”
Panda said. — Reuters

BEIJING: Former Chinese premier Li Peng-known as
the “Butcher of Beijing” for his role in the Tiananmen
Square crackdown-has died at the age of 90, state
media said yesteday. Li died of an unspecified illness in
Beijing after he failed to respond to medical treatment
late Monday, the official Xinhua news agency said.

Li gained notoriety worldwide as one of the key
architects of the brutal breakup of mass pro-democra-
cy demonstrations in the capital on June 4, 1989, and
stayed at the top of the Communist regime for more
than a decade-remaining a hated symbol of the
repression until his death. Xinhua said yesteday that Li
“took decisive measures to stop the turmoil... and
played an important role in this major struggle con-
cerning the future fate of the party and the country”.

After vast crowds of students, workers and others
had been encamped for weeks in Tiananmen Square to
demand change, Li proclaimed martial law on May 20,
1989. Two weeks later, on the night of June 3-4, the
military put a bloody end to the protests, killing hun-
dreds of unarmed civilians-by some estimates more
than 1,000. Though the decision to send in the troops
was a collective one, Li was widely held responsible
for the bloody crackdown.

It trailed him to the end of his official political
career in 2003, with his trips abroad generating wide-
spread protests-such as in Paris in 1996, where more
than 2,000 took to the streets to decry his welcome by
president Jacques Chirac. Nevertheless, he remained a
member of the elite Politburo Standing Committee for
15 years and for most of the 1990s, ranked number two
behind then Chinese president Jiang Zemin.

He held the premiership for 11 years until 1998, and
was chairman of China’s Communist-controlled parlia-
ment until 2003. Former student leader Wu’er Kaixi,
who famously confronted Li during a televised meeting
and now lives in Taiwan, said his death “can’t bring any
comfort to the families of the victims of June 4”. “I
believe that even if he dies, there will come a day when
his corpse will be whipped!” he wrote on his Facebook
page. Chinese internet censors were swift in blocking
all comments about Li as news of his death spread, but
before the cleanup several people had written on the
Twitter-like platform Weibo that they “dare not say
what he did”.

Adopted son 
Li spent his childhood in the shadow of Zhou Enlai,

China’s premier for nearly three decades and possibly
the Communist Party’s most skilled politician. Born in
1928 in the southwestern province of Sichuan, Li was
adopted at the age of three by Zhou after his
Communist father became a “martyr of the
Revolution”, killed by the Kuomintang in 1931. He
joined the Communist Party at the age of 17 and was
dispatched to Moscow in 1948 for seven years of
hydropower engineering study. After returning to
China, his high-level family contacts allowed him to
escape the political turmoil of the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76) and rise through the energy ministry. He
became premier in 1987. — AFP
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of Beijing’, dies at 90

Photos show large submarine under construction

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (left) inspects a newly built submarine at an undisclosed location. — AFP 

BEIJING: File shows Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng as he
tries to hear a question during a press conference after
the closing of the National People’s Congress. — AFP 

Facebook-style
app launched in
Vietnam amid
tightening rules
HANOI: A Facebook-style social network
was launched in Vietnam yesterday, follow-
ing calls by the Communist-ruled govern-
ment for domestic tech companies to cre-
ate alternatives to US tech giants Facebook
and Google. Gapo, a mobile app that lets
users create personal profiles and share
posts to a Facebook style “news feed”, has
received 500 billion dong ($21.55 million)
in funding from tech corporation G-Group,
its chief executive, Ha Trung Kien, said.

“Vietnamese users and enterprises are
relying too much on Facebook as there are
not so many social networks for them to
choose from,” Kien said, adding that Gapo
plans to reach 3 million users in 2019 and
20 million by January 2021. Despite eco-

nomic reforms and increasing openness to
social change, the ruling Communist Party
retains tight media censorship in Vietnam
and does not tolerate dissent.

An increasing number of activists and
dissidents have been arrested or tried over
the last year for posting online content con-
sidered to be “anti state”. Nearly 10% of the
128 prisoners held in the Southeast Asian
country for expressing dissenting views
were jailed for posting anti-state comments
on social media platforms such as Facebook,
Amnesty International said in May.

Vietnam has also ramped up pressure
on firms such as Google and Facebook
with a controversial cybersecurity law that
took effect in January. Global technology
firms and rights groups have pushed back
against the law, which requires companies
to set up offices in Vietnam and store data
there. In September 2018, Information
Minister Nguyen Manh Hung urged
Vietnamese companies to create viable
domestic alternatives to foreign social
media platforms.

Last month, Vietnam asked companies
not to advertise on videos hosted by
Google’s YouTube that contain “anti-state”

propaganda. Domestic social platforms
built prior to Gapo, such as VietnamTa and
Hahalolo are also similar to Facebook,
although neither has managed to build a

large user base. Gapo has teamed with
Sony Music Entertainment as a strategic
partner to feature music content on the
app, it said in a statement. — Reuters

Plastic from burlap? 
Bangladesh invents a 
green throw-away bag
DHAKA: As countries around the world try to cut down on
throw-away plastic shopping bags, Bangladesh is hoping
to cash in on an alternative: plastic-like bags made from
jute, the plant fibre used to produce burlap bags.
Bangladesh is the world’s second biggest producer of jute
after India, though the so-called “golden fibre” - named
for its color and its once-high price - has lost its sheen as
demand has fallen. 

Now, however, a Bangladeshi scientist has found a way
to turn the fibre into low-cost biodegradable cellulose
sheets that can be made into greener throw-away bags
that look and feel much like plastic ones. “The physical
properties are quite similar,” said Mubarak Ahmad Khan, a
scientific adviser to the state-run Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) and leader of the team that devel-
oped the new ‘sonali’ - the Bengali word for golden - bags. 

He said the sacks are biodegradable after three months
buried in soil, and can also be recycled. Bangladesh is now
producing 2,000 of the bags a day on an experimental
basis, but plans to scale up commercial production after
signing an agreement last October with the British arm of
a Japanese green packaging firm.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in March
urged those working on the project “to help expedite the
wider usage of the golden bags” for both economic and
environmental gains. In April, the government approved
about $900,000 in funding from Bangladesh’s own climate
change trust fund to help pave the way for large-scale
production of the bags. “Once the project is in full swing,

we hope to be able to produce the sonali bag commercial-
ly within six months,” Mamnur Rashid, the general manag-
er of the BJMC said.

Big demand
Bangladesh was one of the first countries to ban the use

of plastic and polythene bags, in 2002, in an effort to stop
them collecting in waterways and on land - though the ban
has had little success. Today more than 60 countries -
from China to France - have outlawed the bags in at least
some regions or cities, Khan said.

As the bans widen, more than 100 Bangladeshi and
international firms are looking into using the new jute-
based shopping sacks, Khan said. “Every day I am receiv-
ing emails or phone calls from buyers from different coun-
tries,” he said, including Britain, Australia, the United
States, Canada, Mexico, Japan and France. The bag is like-
ly to have “huge demand around the world,” said Sabuj
Hossain, director of Dhaka-based export firm Eco Bangla
Jute Limited. He said his company hopes eventually to
export 10 million of the bags each month.

Commercial production is expected to start near the
end of the year, said Rashid of the BJMC. Khan said that if
all the jute produced in Bangladesh went to make the
sacks, the country was still likely to be able to meet just a
third of expected demand. While Bangladesh’s own plastic
bag ban is now almost two decades old, million of the bags
are still used each year in the South Asian country because
of a lack of available alternatives and limited enforcement,
officials said. About 410 million polythene bags are used in
the capital Dhaka each month, the government estimates,
and in some waterways such as the Buriganga River a
three-meter-deep layer of discarded bags has built up.
The new bags should help ease the problem, said Quazi
Sarwar Imtiaz Hashmi, a former deputy director general of
the Department of Environment. “As jute polymer bags are
totally biodegradable and decomposable, it will help check
pollution,” he said. — Reuters

US mistrust on the 
rise; government 
seen as the worst
WASHINGTON: Americans distrust the news
media, but see government and political leaders as
even more untrustworthy, a survey showed Monday.
The Pew Research Center found 69 percent of
Americans say the federal government intentionally
withholds important information from the public,
while 61 percent say the news media intentionally
ignores important stories.

Nearly two-thirds say it is hard to tell the differ-
ence between what is true and false when they hear
elected officials, and almost half said the same about
information they encounter on social media. The sur-
vey highlighting growing mistrust among Americans in
institutions and in each other, which could make it
more difficult to deal with social and political issues.
Researchers found 64 percent of US adults believe
trust in each other has declined, and 58 percent say it
is very important to reverse that.

“Americans are worried that distrust in the govern-
ment and in others is taking a toll on the nation,” said
Lee Rainie, head of Pew’s internet and technology
research. “They believe that distrust gets in the way of
solving some pressing problems, that it flows from a
broken political culture and that it keeps neighbors
apart. “At the same time, people are full of ideas about
solutions to trust problems. They range from muffling
political partisanship to reorienting the news to creat-
ing community projects where people can work
shoulder-to-shoulder.”

Pew said at least part of reason for the lack of trust
in government lies with President Donald Trump, who
has repeated at least 10,000 falsehoods since taking
office, according to one count, and who has repeated-
ly attacked mainstream media reports about him as
“fake news.” Asked why the level of trust in govern-
ment has declined, 14 percent cited Trump and his
administration, while 10 percent noted the perform-
ance of the news media.

The respondents said they believe the mistrust can
be reversed: 84 percent believe the level of confi-
dence Americans have in the federal government can
be improved, and 86 percent said the same about the
confidence Americans have in each other. The report
was extracted from Pew’s American Trends Panel con-
ducted November 27 to December 10, 2018 of 10,618
adults, with an estimated margin of error of 1.5 per-
centage points. — AFP 

THANH HOA: People play with sand on Sam Son beach in Thanh Hoa province. — AFP 

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi rickshaw puller makes his way under heavy rain in Dhaka. — AFP 


