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Iran impounded the tanker after claiming it failed to
respond to distress calls and turned off its transponder
after hitting a fishing boat. “Seizing the British tanker
was a legal measure by Iran,” a spokesman for the
Iranian government, Ali Rabiei, told a news conference
in Tehran yesterday. However, Britain has said there was
no evidence of a collision and said the vessel was in
Omani waters, with its transponder switched on. “To all
the countries that are calling on Iran to release the
tanker, we ask them to tell Britain the same thing,” the
Iranian spokesman said yesterday. 

Iran said last month it dismantled a network linked to
the US Central Intelligence Agency, state news agency
IRNA said at the time, saying it was conducted in
cooperation with “foreign allies”. Yesterday, the count-
er-intelligence chief said 17 people suspected of espi-
onage had been identified, all of them Iranians. The sus-
pects had been “employed at sensitive and crucial cen-
ters and also the private sector related to them, work-
ing as contractors or consultants,” said the official.

The intelligence ministry released a CD with images
of what it said were CIA operatives abroad as well as
business cards of US diplomats in Austria, Finland,
India, Turkey and Zimbabwe allegedly involved in the
network. The announcement came as state television
started broadcasting a “documentary” titled “The Mole
Hunt”, a trailer of which was on the disc. It shows re-
enactments of spy meetings with an action movie edit
plus interviews with officials like intelligence minister
Mahmoud Alavi.

Some of the spies had been recruited by falling into
a “visa trap” set by the CIA for Iranians seeking to

travel to the United States. “Some were approached
when they were applying for a visa, while others had
visas from before and were pressured by the CIA in
order to renew them.” Others were “lured” by promises
of cash, high-paying jobs and even medical services for
seriously ill family members. Their mission was to col-
lect classified information and carry out “technical and
intelligence operations at important and sensitive cen-
ters using advanced equipment,” he said.

The top security official alleged the CIA used spe-
cial stone-like containers to send communications tools
and identity documents to its network. “The forgery
was clumsy, showing that it was done by the CIA itself,”
he said, adding that this “proves” it was government-
sanctioned. “After they were discovered, CIA officers
ordered the spies to destroy all the documents,” he
added. The official said the CIA had informed the sus-
pects to go to “emergency exits” in cities near the bor-
der in case they felt they were in danger. “Of course,
they instead met the intelligence ministry’s agents and
were arrested.”

He hailed the operation as a “second major defeat of
the CIA” following a similar one five years earlier. “They
will naturally try to restore and rebuild themselves, and
of course we are always vigilant.” On June 22 Iran
announced it had executed a “defense ministry con-
tractor” convicted of spying for the CIA.

Concern over foreign interference is nearly as old
as the Islamic republic. The US embassy in Tehran was
stormed by students in November 1979 and called the
“spy nest”. State television recently aired a 30-
episode series called “Gando” (an Iranian crocodile
species) dramatizing with Hollywood flair the Iranian
counter-espionage operations. Its first season is
inspired in part by the case of Jason Rezaian, the
Iranian-American correspondent for the Washington
Post in Tehran jailed for 544 days over charges of
espionage. Gando portrays him as a spymaster.
Rezaian was released in 2016 as part of a prisoner
exchange with Washington. —  Agencies 
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The 2.4-ton orbiter is expected to circle the Moon for
about a year, taking images of the surface, looking for
signs of water, and studying the atmosphere.

Chandrayaan-2 stands out because of its low cost, with
some $140 million spent on preparations for the mission -
a much smaller price tag compared with similar missions
by other countries. The United States - which is marking
the 50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong becoming the first
human on the Moon - spent the equivalent of more than
$100 billion on its Apollo missions. India also hopes to
seek out lucrative commercial satellite and orbiting deals.
The new mission comes almost 11 years after the launch of
India’s first lunar mission - Chandrayaan-1 - which orbited
the Moon and searched for water. — AFP 
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countries - a proposal that did not move forward.
India and Pakistan have been fighting over the

Himalayan former kingdom for decades. In February, a
suicide bombing claimed by a Pakistan-based militant
group killed 41 Indian troops in Indian-controlled
Kashmir, prompting tit-for-tat air strikes between the
two countries. Some 70,000 people, mostly civilians,
have died over the past 30 years in Indian-administered
Kashmir, monitoring groups say. The fighting is between
Indian soldiers - who number around 500,000 on the
ground-and rebels wanting either independence or
union with Pakistan.

The goal of Khan’s visit, said a senior Trump adminis-
tration official, is “to press for concrete cooperation from
Pakistan to advance the Afghanistan peace process”. The
Trump administration also wants to encourage Pakistan
to “deepen and sustain its recent effort to crack down on
militants and terrorists within its territory,” the official
said on condition of anonymity. The United States is
pressing for a political agreement with the Taleban before
presidential voting in Afghanistan in late September. This
would clear the way for most US troops to withdraw from
Afghanistan and bring an end to America’s longest war.

Washington and Kabul accuse Pakistan of supporting
armed extremist groups such as the Haqqani network,
which is an ally of the Taliban, by giving it refuge in
Pakistani regions along the border with Afghanistan.
Pakistan denies providing such support and argues that,
in fact, it has sustained huge losses in terms of lives and
money as it fights extremism. “We are concerned about
the links between these groups and Pakistan’s intelli-
gence services and military,” the administration official
said, referring to Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and the Haqqani network.

Days before Khan’s visit, Pakistani authorities
detained Hafiz Saeed, the founder of LeT and the alleged
mastermind of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, in a move

hailed by Trump as a result of the pressure applied by his
administration. But Saeed - declared a global terrorist by
the United States and the United Nations - has for years
rotated in and out of detention, and Democratic lawmak-
ers later hit back at the president, tweeting: “Let’s hold
the (applause) until he’s convicted.”

Islamabad want to shore up relations with
Washington after years of discord following the discov-
ery of 9/11 architect Osama Bin Laden on Pakistani soil,
where he was killed in a US raid in 2011. “One of the big
storylines going into the Trump-Khan meeting is the
sharp disconnect in expectations,” said Michael
Kugelman, deputy director of the Asia Program at The
Wilson Center. “Pakistan wants to use the meeting as an
opportunity to reset and broaden the relationship. The
US has a more narrowly defined goal of securing more
assistance from Pakistan for the Afghanistan peace
process,” said Kugelman.

The IMF has just approved a $6 billion loan to help
right Pakistan’s faltering economy, and keeping the US
onside is crucial in maintaining the flow of Western
assistance, added Raza Rumi, a Pakistan expert at Ithaca
College. In particular, Pakistan would like US support at
the next meeting of the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) - an anti-money-laundering monitor based in
Paris that has threatened to blacklist the country for fail-
ing to do enough to combat terror financing, said Rumi.

The interaction between the two leaders - both
celebrities-turned-politicians whose love lives once made
regular tabloid fare - will also be watched closely. Before
taking power, Khan once described the idea of meeting
with Trump as a “bitter pill” to swallow. But the fact that
Khan has brought with him his army chief, General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, will be welcomed by Washington since
Pakistan’s military is widely believed to be the ultimate
decision maker in matters of foreign policy, said Shuja
Nawaz, a South Asia expert at the Atlantic Council.

“I think it gives a little more credibility to whatever
message the Pakistanis are bringing,” he said. “In the
past, we’ve always had instances where civilian prime
ministers come and make some public statements and
then privately they complain about the military to
their American hosts, with the hope of getting them on
their side.” — AFP 
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Director General Yukiya Amano,” the IAEA said in a
statement. It said that Amano died on July 18. But his
family had only informed the IAEA late Sunday, “with
the specific request not to disclose it until the family
funeral had taken place on 22 July in a quiet atmos-
phere”. No details were given about the cause of death,
but Amano had been ill for some months.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences to the
IAEA over the passing away of Amano. In the cable, he
expressed deepest condolences, praising Amano’s con-
siderable efforts and significant contribution to the
development of IAEA in preventing the proliferation of
nuclear weapons in order to promote international
peace and security. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables. 

During his 10 years at the helm, Amano oversaw the
signing of a landmark deal in 2015 between Iran and six
major powers - Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia
and the United States - under which the Islamic repub-
lic agreed to curb its nuclear program in exchange for
the lifting of sanctions.

But international tensions with Iran have been rising
since US President Donald Trump unilaterally pulled
out of the deal in May 2018. Amano took over from
Egypt’s Mohamed ElBaradei in 2009. His third term as
IAEA chief had originally been due to expire in
November 2021, but he had been expected to
announce his intention to step down early because of
undisclosed health reasons. 

The IAEA said its flag over its headquarters in
Vienna had been lowered to half-mast. Iran and the US
quickly paid tribute to the Japanese diplomat. Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi expressed his
“deep condolences” in a tweet, saying: “I commend his
skillful & professional performance as DG of IAEA...

May the Almighty bless his soul.”
Washington’s ambassador to the international

organizations in Vienna, Jackie Wolcott, said the United
States “and all nuclear non-proliferation advocates
have lost a great friend, and the United Nations family
has lost an exceptional public servant”. White House
National Security Advisor John Bolton said Amano’s
“commitment to nuclear non-proliferation and his
championing of peaceful nuclear energy have been
unparalleled”. In Moscow, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said he “always admired his wisdom and foresight
- his ability to make informed decisions in the most dif-
ficult circumstances.”

The IAEA, which is tasked with monitoring Iran’s
nuclear activities to ensure they abide by the terms of
the 2015 deal known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action, will now have to find Amano’s successor as
tensions between Washington and Tehran escalate ever
higher. In retaliation to Trump’s withdrawal from the
JCPOA, Iran announced earlier this month that it no
longer felt bound by some of the terms of the pact. 

Tehran said it would breach one of the limits on
stockpiles of nuclear material and also start to enrich
uranium at a higher level than agreed - both of which
has since been confirmed by the IAEA. Against this
backdrop of brinkmanship, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps confiscated a UK-flagged tanker in the
Strait of Hormuz on Friday, two weeks after British
authorities seized an Iranian tanker off Gibraltar. The
IAEA’s director general is chosen by the 35 member
states that sit on its board of governors. 

The agency has 171 member states in all and plays a
key role in the fight against nuclear proliferation, by
verifying that signatories to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons abide by their com-
mitments. Among those mooted as his possible succes-
sor are the IAEA’s chief coordinator, Cornel Feruta, a
Romanian, as well as Argentina’s envoy to the agency,
Rafael Grossi. 

Experts suggest that the appointment process could
become deeply politicized given the current interna-
tional climate. Mark Hibbs, a research fellow at
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, said the
IAEA would “want to limit the extent to which the elec-
tion ventures into political areas that are remote from
the business of the agency”. — Agencies 
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The owner of one demolished building, Akram
Zawahra, said “they are destroying our dreams and the
dreams of our children”. “They won’t destroy our deter-
mination,” he said.

Israel says the buildings were constructed too
close to the separation barrier and posed a security
risk. It has established a buffer zone around the barri-
er in the area of between 100 and 300 m, according to
UN humanitarian agency OCHA. OCHA says demol-
ishing all 10 of the buildings would see three house-
holds of 17 people displaced and another 350 people
affected. The buildings were to include a total of 70
apartments, it said.

Palestinians accuse Israel of using security as a
pretext to force them out of the area as part of long-
term efforts to expand settlements and roads linking
them. They also point out that most of the buildings
are located in areas meant to be under Palestinian
Authority civilian control according to the Oslo
Accords of the 1990s. “What is painfully happening
here is the biggest and most dangerous demolition
operation outside of war operations,” Walid Assaf, the
Palestinian minister in charge of monitoring Israeli set-
tlements, said in a video from the site.

In a statement Palestinian president Mahmoud
Abbas called on the “international community to inter-
vene immediately to stop this aggression against our
people”. Israeli Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan
accused the Palestinians of “lies”, stressing the demo-

lition was validated by the country’s top court after a
lengthy process. “The structures were built illegally
next to the security fence and constitute a risk to the
lives of the civilians and security forces,” Erdan said in
a tweet, noting the demolitions were due to be com-
pleted within the day.

Ofir Gendelman, a spokesman for Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, also stressed security concerns.
“During the last year there were hundreds of security
incidents and thousands of attempts by Palestinians to
infiltrate our territory, some of them to carry out ter-
rorist operations,” he tweeted.

The European Union however urged Israel to
immediately halt the demolitions and said “this policy
undermines the viability of the two-state solution”. A
group of diplomats, mostly from Europe, recently
toured the area. Nickolay Mladenov, UN envoy for the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, said “Israel must stop this
policy” and “no amount of humanitarian aid can com-
pensate” the displaced.

Israel occupied the West Bank and east Jerusalem
in the 1967 Six-Day War. It later annexed east
Jerusalem in a move never recognized by the interna-
tional community. It began construction of the barrier
during the bloody second Palestinian intifada, or
uprising, in the early 2000s and says it is necessary to
protect against attacks. Palestinians see it as an
“apartheid wall” and a potent symbol of the Israeli
occupation.

On June 18, a 30-day notice was given by Israeli
authorities informing of their intent to demolish the Sur
Baher homes. Residents fear another 100 buildings in
the area in a similar situation could be at risk in the near
future. It is extremely difficult for Palestinians to receive
construction permits from Israeli authorities in areas
under their control, and Palestinians and rights activists
say a housing shortage has resulted. — AFP 
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BEIJING: China yesterday thanked the
United Arab Emirates for backing its secu-
rity crackdown in Xinjiang, state media
said, as President Xi Jinping played host
to Abu Dhabi’s crown prince. Beijing has
come under growing international scrutiny
for placing an estimated one million mostly
Muslim ethnic minorities in internment
camps in the name of counter-terrorism,
but Muslim countries have largely
refrained from criticising China.

During his meeting with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan in
Beijing, Xi thanked the UAE for its “valu-
able support” on Xinjiang and urged the
two countries to strengthen cooperation
on anti-terrorism, said state-broadcaster
CCTV. In return, Abu Dhabi’s crown
prince said the UAE “highly appreciates
China’s efforts to protect the rights and
interests of ethnic minorities”, according
to CCTV’s readout.

He also said the UAE would be willing
to “jointly strike against terrorist extremist
forces” with China, including the East
Turkestan Islamic Movement, a militant
group Beijing has accused of attempting to

foment Uighur separatism. The crown
prince’s remarks come as Beijing seeks to
corral more international support for its
controversial policies in the country’s
northwest region. After initially denying the
existence of re-education camps, China has
been on a public relations blitz to counter
the global outcry against what Beijing calls
“vocational education centres”.

So far, Beijing has scored multiple suc-
cesses, with UN ambassadors from 37
countries - including majority Muslim
nations Saudi Arabia and Algeria -
releasing a letter earlier this month in
defense of China’s treatment of Uighurs
and other ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.
The letter came after 21 Western nations
and Japan co-signed a text denouncing
China’s conduct in Xinjiang.

Currently, Turkey is one of the only
Muslim-majority countries to have criti-
cized China over its network of camps in
the region. In February, Turkey’s foreign
ministry lambasted China’s treatment of
Uighurs as “a great embarrassment for
humanity” and said those in the centres
and prisons were “subjected to torture

and political brainwashing”. Ankara has,
however, adopted a softer stance since
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
visited China in July. “I believe we can
find a solution to the issue taking into
account the sensitivities of both sides,”
Erdogan told Turkish journalists in
Beijing before flying back to Turkey,
according to Hurriyet daily. 

Xi and the Abu Dhabi crown prince
also discussed trade and China’s Belt and
Road Initiative, an ambitious $1 trillion
program that includes maritime, rail and
road projects in Asia, Africa and Europe.
According to CCTV’s readout, Xi said
the two countries should aim to reach
their goal of $200 billion in bilateral
trade by 2030. In 2018, two-way trade
between the two countries hit $45.9 bil-
lion, according to China’s commerce
ministry. Xi also called for the “good
development” of the second phase of the
Khalifa Port Container Terminal, as well
as the China-UAE Industrial Capacity
Cooperation Demonstration Zone, a joint
Belt and Road project between the two
countries. — AFP 
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BEIJING: Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan reviews a military honor
guard with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a welcome ceremony outside the Great Hall of the
People yesterday. — AFP 


